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LIFE 

tllGHT HON. FRANCIS NORTH, 

LORD GUILFORD. 

iOBD KEEPER OF THE GREAT SEAL OF ENGLAND. 



UT, to return; in the greateft difficulty 

that ever fell upon king Charles the fecona, 
from the parliament, and indeed the whole 
nation, which was corrupted with the air 
of Gates's plot, the king made a dangerous 
experiment; which was a reform of his 
privy council, diffolving the old one, and 
conuituting one anew; which took in the 
lord Shafifbury as prefident, and the heads 
of the malecontent parly of both houfes ; 
as may be feen in the Examen. This ftruck 
the loyal party to an aftonithment; but the 
king made ufe of his bed friends, and, 
among others, took in the lord chief juf- 
lice North; which made him wonder to find 
himfelf in fuch company: but all turned 
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2 THE LIFE OF THE L'ATE 

right at laft. Not long after this, his lord^ 
ihip was taken into the cabinet; where, as 
to all matters that related to the law, and 
ordinary poHcy, upon the foot of the king's 
true intereft, he had almoft a judicial regard. 
Earl of Dan- The earl of Danby thought he could 
by impeach- f^^v^ himfclf of this plot of Oatcs, and 

«d, pardoned, 1-1 1 v -i** 

pleaded, dif- accordingly endeavoured at it ; but it is 
putcd. plain that he had no command of the engine; 
and, inftead of bis (baring the popularity of 
nurfing it, he found himfelf fo intrigued that 
it w^as like a wolf by the ears ; be could nei- 
ther hc4d it, nor let it go; and, for certain, 
it bit him at lafl: juft as when a barbarous 
maftiff attacks a man, he cries poor cur,' and 
is pulled down at laft. So the earl's favour 
did but give ftrength to the creature to worry 
him. Herein he failed^ i. In joining to aid 
a defign of which he cUd not ksow tne bot^* 
torn. 2. In thinking a lord treafiner, that 
had enriched himfelf and his family, could 
ever be popukr. And the plot w^nt fo fiir 
againfl niin that he was wimin an ace of be« 
hag accufed of Godfrey's murthen But this 
was late. In the mean time^ upon the pro* 
dncing of fome letters of his to Mr. Montagu 
the embaffador in France^ in the houfe of 
commons, importing a treaty betvreen the 
King of Engknd and the King of France, 
fi>r money to be paid upon the peace, he 
was impeached ; articles of high treafbn was 
brougnt up, and he was committed, and^ 
afterwards, pardoned, the pardon pleaded. 
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and the validity of it difputed by the com- 
mons. It was firft conudered if the earl 
ffaould venture to plead the pardon, or no, 
left (in cafe the pardon were difallowed, and 
his plea over-ruled) it would be peremptory, 
and he not be admitted to plead over, as ri^on 
cuU or . wBat other fpecial matter he had to 
defend by. 

But tiotwithftandirig this hazard, thatt if Cafe of th* 
the lords had judged againft the kingV-;;^,,^^ 

}5oWer to pardon after zk impeachment confidered, 
odged in the houfe of peet-s, he might not 
be allowed to ha^e pleaded over, kkittg the 
^ardoq pleaded, a? is nfu^Hy held, to be a 
confeffion of the faft ; yet he dia plead his 
pardon to the rmpeachiheht, and rehed lipon 
ft. And fb it ftood, at the drffoltrtlon of thte 
Weftminfter parliament, reddv t6 bfe argtred 
and debated iii the Oxfoi*d patliifaent. And, 
if the ejtpfeidite diffolutioh na[d hot prevented, 
it ttrght have rffede mttcli afdo b^t^ten th6 
lovds and conimonis ; for it Was mbt proba- 
ble that the lords, by ertier<rating the king's 
pkVdott, Would ha^^e leffe^ thfemfelVfes liable to 
be impeached, ^^ oiii of ifie pcrWfct of the 
king's rii^t-ciy.. BPut the feiffion, iii all dif- 
courfe and wrmttg, affeWcfd tJie nctti-validity 
of the patrdoti, Wifli d1 the earnfeftnefs that 
totdd be J and, ^ the fafnfe thne, the men of 
larw fllafred at fuch a pretence, as an unheard- 
of iniiOfVatiOtf, accoutiting thfe offence in the » 
iiripeaehtrifent to b6 th6 fame as in other 
cbutts' tliat have cogtdzaftce of it ; that is, 

B 2 



4 THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

treafon againfl: the king; which, as all fe- 
lonies and mirdemeanors are, is puniftiable 
at the king's fuit, and may be releafed by 
him; the impeachment being but as an in- 
diftment in the high court of parliament, 
which is the king's fuit. 
The extrava- There is a certain heathen Enghfh philo- 
gaiice ot Hr-fopher that fays, when reafon is azainjl men, 

euer* lorwil- * ... , ' ' „ .' .-i ■'11 

fui iii.rip[tr-W^« "^tli be againjt reajon; which notable, 
mioBiiona. worldly faying never (hined brighter in any 
inftance than in this; for it is hard to pick 
out of the whole law, a maxim more fure 
ihan that the king can pardon all high treafons 
univerfaliy. And yet, when pafuon was at 
work, and refoluiion taken to urge the lord 
Danby to the death (for what reafons ; whe- 
ther to prefs fome fecrets out of him, or 
otherwife, touching the defperate dependen- 
ces of the time, I attempt not to fay here] 
it's no wonder that arguments, fuch as they 
were, grew up like mufhrooms. His lord- 
fhip ufedto obferve the method, when points 
were previoufly refolved upon, which could 
not be maintained directly; as here, that the 
king cannot pardon. Firft, fay they to them- 
felves, is there any cafe of offences by law, 
that the king cannot pardon? yes; private 
rights, as appeals, and common nuifances. 
Say you fo ? then this impeachment is for a 
right of the people, and is their private fuit 
by their reprefentatives the commons ; and, 
rather than fail, call the offence a nuifance. 
And, turning the tables, fee how with poE,- 
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tive naming and aflerting, if people impor-^ 
tunely give way to it, and quit the plain text 
of the law, any thing may be flood upon. 
It may be proved that the king can pardon 
bonds and mortgages. For afk, firft, what 
can the king pardon? anfwer, outlawries, 
and trefpaffes xji & armis. Then, becaufe 
a man may be outlawed in debt, call the 
bond an outlawry; and, becaufe a man may 
enter by virtue of his mortgage, call it a 
trefpafs with force. It will be faid that thefe 
points are too impudently urged : I grant it. , 
And what is to be faid of the other; for, in 
kind, they are the fame ? his lordftiip was 
always of opinion that all falfe reafonings, in 
matters of life and property, were of dange- 
rous confequence; and that men are not 
aware of the mifchiefs to the public, when, 
from high places, times ferve themfelves of 
them. For which reafon his ordinary fen- 
tence, on fuch occafions, was nova^ non 
vctus orbita falLit. 

I do not meddle here with the hiftory of The bailing 
the cafe of the earl of Danby at large. It ^^ ^^^® ^*/^^ 
jnay be found in the Examen, and, ror fail, Bcnch,which 
in his own memoirs. But I cannot omit one^»s lordfhip 
paflage, touching only his lordfhip's concern prad^caWe! 
refpefting the parliament : and that is the 
point of his being bailed ; wherein his lord- 
mip differed from fome of his brethren. The 
queftion turned upon the authority of parlia- 
liient. He flood committed by the lords, 
upon his impeachment, when the Weftmin^ 
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fler parliament was diffolved; and, at tlie-!^ 
fame time, the untried lords, committed for 
Oates's plot, lay there on the like account. 
And now both the earl and the Popifh lords 
thought that, by joint influence, they might 
get to be bailed. Accordingly, upon the 
return of an Habeas Corpus, his lordfhip, 
the earl of Danby, was brought up and ap- 
peared in the King's-Bench court. The cafe 
made a great noife, and raifed a great expec- 
tation what would bethe iflue. His lordmip, 
being confuked (though not of that court) 
gnfwered that he was of opinion that the 
court of King's-Bench, being inferior in 
jurifdiftion to the houfe of lords, could not 
bail their prifoner, after he had been charged 
by fpecial articles; for they had no means 
to bring down the record, whereby to deter- 
mine any thing of the caufe of his com- 
niitment; and, for ought that th&y could 
JHdicially knowj he might be attainted of the 
treafon. It is certain that the lord Jeffries, 
then chief juftice, in court, refufed it; and 
yet he was a great fl;irrer up of the point, in 
ordertogain the other judges to countenance 
feis (then declared) opinion for the bailing; 
^^hich was taken ill, as may be touched elle- 
wiere. So the lords were not bailed at that 
tyne. But, in the reign of king James II. 
they were fet free; and (with the peace of 
all forms) I think very juflly; for it is a 
p;^odigious injuftice to hold men in prifon, 
p.cniiic, ■withpi^t any ^rial, or tecoune for 
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Jtberty : And, if the giving it was irregular* 
it was erring ibr juftice; and one would 
think that fuch confideration might purge 
the irregularity. But .nothing hath ever 
been ikid againft it, in public, yet; and, fa 
far^ all is welL His lora(hip had a revelation 
in his mind, that this bailing of Da nby was a 
thorn puflied towards him ; though nothing 
came of it. 

While the cafe of the earl of Danby de-Anhighftew*' 
pended in parliament, there was a fa^ious "^^ "^ceflary 
pamphkt publifhed, which aimed to prove peachments. 
the judicature of the lords *almoft fovereignjHisiordfliip'i 
and that aU courts, ecclefiaftical as well as Jjj^jlg^i 
temporal, were fubjcfll to it, and appealable ; concilium^ 
that the houfe was the magnum concilium^ 
or great council, in the fcnfe of ancient re«i- 
cords; thsO:, in trials for treafon, the peers 
were judges of the court ; and that there was 
no other court but the houfe itfelf ; and that 
there was no. need, nay, it was an ufurpation 
to have a lord fteward. For the commons 
demanded of the houfe of lords that they 
fhould pafs fentence upon the earl'^ plea of his 
pardon ; and the lords addrefTed the king to 
appoint an high fteward, in order to the trial 
of thefe impeachments ; and fo it was wrings 
led off and on till the feflion ended. Bitt 
his lojrdftiip, provoked by this pamphlet, but 
more to fee people raiftake the laws, and 
flrike fo hard at foundations, compofed an 
anfwer tx> that pamphlet^ {hewing that a lord 
fisward and his courts as well in parliament 
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HA out of it, are neceffary to the trial of a 
j)rc*r ; and that the lords take the place of 
parity, purfuant to Magna Charta. But 
the hiw and the fentence are of the court, 
nnd not of the peers; and farther, that the 
magnum concilium in parliamento, or the 
girui council in parliament was, anciently, 
not thr per rage but, all the officers of ftate, 
himI luch iis the king fhould call to ferve in 
ihu! rapacity, and that \ki^ pladta in par- 
liHrnrnto, or pleas in parliament, came 
btlorc the great council juridically, and not 
hrlorrthc peers. But, of late years, that 
jutililitiion, which is the king's, is executed 
hy thr lueragc; and the council remains 
only in thr capacity of affiftants: and fo it 
inlikr to continue. 
u\\\x\\\ It may bo cxpefted here that an account 
jM i»U(|„ml,| 1^, given how, and in what manner, 
»t*4>\cllas to what purpofe, his lordfhip was 
I unrc'i nnl in that great affair, promoted and 
kiuuvn by the term exclufion. It was a bill, 
iiiunoinl by the commons in the little and 
ullfM WrtlminlltT parliaments, to exclude 
\\\\' ilukr of York* by name^ from fucceedin^ 
In thr in>wi\ of England* The fteps anc 
romUul of it. and what diHippointments it 
lirttl. h Ibuy \\\\\{\ fl^ew* 1 know only fo 
MHuh, vi/. (hat hisS lordft\ip looked upon it 
liMi |u attack thr rmcHbon more than the 
|4h It ut n\nnaM b, loi\ if Itich a foundation 
Hi'ir oiur lai^h wbatcvrr importunity pre- 
vailiU \i\^ix\\\ it, tbrit^ would be thefame^ 
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with very large encreafe, to obtain all the 
power of the government out of the king's 
hands, upon pretence to fortify the exclufion ; 
For it would be faid, it is true, there is a 
law; but what is that without power? mere 
paper. And, then, the militia, and all the 
civil commiffions, muft fall, as a facrifice to 
the exclufion, into the hands of the king's 
enemies. 

About this time, in the houfe of commons, The queftion 
it was made a queftion whether they had a of right, 
right to impeach commoners, in the houfe JJ'^®!.^^'' *^® 
ot peers, capitally, or notr agamit that impeach 
power it was alledged that, if commoners ^^"!"*^'"^>^* 
are condemned by the lords, they lofe their ^^^'^* ^' 
challenges ; and their humble eftate is not 
fo fenfible to thofe great men, as it would 
be to their equals. Therefore it was pro- 
vided by Magna Charta. — Quodfuper nullum 
ibimus nifi per judicium par ium^ autper lefrem 
terr . Which fentence couched two forts 
of trials; one of the faft, the other of the 
law. The latter cannot be per pares, but 
by the court who judge upon the faftj&^r 
legem terrce ; and the faft, which to try is 
the work of the peers, may be confefled 
exprefsly, or by a pardon pleaded, or a de- 
murrer. Therefore the lex terr<£ was put in 
to anfwer thofe cafes, whereof the faft was 
ftatedby trial and confeffion; and the judg- 
ment of the faft, guilty or not, and of the 
law, whether judgment of death or not, are 
two things anfwered. i. By pares j and, 2. 
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Arrival of 
fir Dudley 
Norlh. 



Legem terra. Sir William Jones, who took 
the conduft of this whole affair in the 
houfe upon himfelf, and was the chief dic- 
tator of the terrible votes againll the lords, 
upon that Monday on which the parliament 
wasdiffolved, entered upon his folemn argu- 
ment, to {hew that the commons had a right 
to bring a commoner to trial for his life by 
an impeachment in the houfe of peers, and 
infilled that it was confiftent with Magna 
Charta; for, although the peers fentence is 
not per pares, yet it is per legem ter- 
ra. And, as that word was out of 

his mouth, the black rod knocked. This 
matter came not to the judges to give any 
opinion; and, if it had, they had a declina- 
tory of courfe, viz. that matters of parliament 
were too high for them. But, neverthelefs, 
his lordfhip coniidered all points, and parti- 
cularly what were moved in this cafe. 

In the time when the public was intrigued, 
and indeed tired with the blundering pro- 
ceedings of Oates and his plot, his lordfhip 
had the great confolation of the arrival of his 
brother, Mr. Dudley North, who, having 
refidedat Smyrna and Conftantinople, above 
twenty years, as factor and merchant in the 
way of the Turkey trade, and had got a fair 
eftate, returned to England to enjoy it. Khali 
not charafterife this gentleman, nor enlarge 
much concerning his great dealings abroad 
and at home, having referred all thofe naat- 
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ters to the account of his life. Put the mod ' 
rerparkable obfervation of this mercantile 
ipark, was that he came with fuch an idoli- 
trqus refpeft for Oates and his plot, as if he 
had bpcn truly, what Oates ^lafphemoufly 
arrogated to himfelf, the favjpur pf the 
nation. This was inftilled intp hira by the 
^x^erphantsofthe TMrkpy company in Eu- 

§\^i}4; who, being generally f^ftipus, in, thfi 
arne of the plot, had fent accounts abroad 
whic}i created fuch enorm imaginations ia 
the favors. But when, by a Ipng converfe 
with hi^ lordfhip, (for, a little time would not 
4o) the myftery of iniquity was unveiled, 
?ind the pieychant faw that hi^ idol was fuch 
9 heap of naflinefs, he wondered fufficiently 
at thp ftupidity, or knavery of his coxrefpon-. 
dents here. Ther^ was little or no inter-i 
courfe, by letters, between hia lordftiip and 
.him in Turkey, fpr divcrfe years before he 
arrived. 3oth had fo ofuch bufme(k, of 
Qther kinds, that they had left oiff writing 
^Qng letters to each Qther, a^ foroaerJIy they 
had dpine- However, it had not been fate 
to hav^ cpmmitted to, 9. written difpatch^ 
fuch, fre^oms abom the plot, as waa need-> 
fy\ tp dp r\gfet to it; nor was it though* ^ 
op^ateriaj, at that diftaflce, to tranfmit fiicb 
nice ^ndr amuHn^ intdligenc€s. Bvit the 
^£lipws p?^i;ty made.it religion tp propagate 
tji^ f^titb, pf the plot, aH the world ovf^r, as 
i^r 45 tHey cpuld carry it by their correfpon^. 
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dences. All which was agreeable to pro- 
ceedings here ; for the impudence, as well as 
Ihame, of fo great a falfity, was fcreened by 
public authority and violence; under the 
cover of which, thebelief of it was obtruded, 
and all open contradiftion fupprefTed. And, 
from this inftance, let it be obferved that, 
where force and violence ufurps the office of 
found tejiimony, and deprives men of the liberty 
of judging^ falfity and wickednefs lies at toe 
bottom. 
Difcourfesof Thefe brothers lived in this manner with 
trade. extreme fatisfaftion in each other's fociety ; 
for both had the fkill and knowledge of the 
world, as to all affairs relating to their feveral 
profeffions, in perfeftion ; and each was an 
Indies to the other, producing always the 
richeft novelties, of which the beft under- 
ftandings are greedy. And it muft be 
thought trade and traffic in the world at 
large, as well as in particular countries, and 
more efpecially relating to England, was 
often the fubjea. And Mr. Dudley North, 
befides what muft be gathered from the 
praftice of his life, had a fpeculative, ex- 
tended idea ; and withal, a faculty of expref- 
fing himfelf, however without (hew of art, 
or formality of words, fo clear and convin- 
cingly, and all in a ftyle of ordinary conver- 
fation, witty and free, that his lordfhip 
became almoft intoxicated with his difcourfes. 
And thefe new notions did fo poffefs his 
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thoughts, and continually aflume fliapes and 
forms in his mind, that he could not be eafy 
till he had laid them afide, as it were upon 
paper, to which he might recur, when occa- 
fion was, to rcconfider, or apply them. And 
if, at the council-table, trials of iffues, or by 
probable relation, any thing touching the 
public, occurred (which he would not lofe, 
and yet not have the burthen of it lie a 
charge upon his memory) if not upon the 
ipot, yet, when he came to his clofet, he 
<lifpofed it. 

But here, having mentioned fome new 
Jights ftruck about trade, more than were Trade, like 
<:ommon, it may be thought a jejune dif-thefea, xini- 
crourfe, if I ftiould pafs on without giving ''®'^^**' 
Ibme fpecimens of them : therefore I add a 
note, or two, that I could not but obferve. 
One is that trade is not diftributed, as go- 
vernment, by nations and kingdoms ; but is 
one throughout the whole world; as the 
main fea which cannot be emptied, or 
repleniflied, in one part, but the whole, more 
or lefs, will be affefted. So when a nation 
thinks, by refcinding the trade of any other 
country, which was the cafe of our prohibit- 
ing all commerce with France, they do not 
lop off that country, but fo much of their 
trade of the whole world as what that, which 
was prohibited, bore in proportion with all 
the reft ; and fo it recoiled a dead lofs of fo 
much general trade, upon them. And as 
to the pretending a lofs by any commerce. 
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the merchant chufes, in fome refpefts to lofe, 
if by that he acquires an accomtaodation of 
a profitable trade in other refpefts. As when 
they fend filk home from Turkey, by which 
they gain a great deal, becaufe they have ho 
other commodity wherewith to make rt- 
turns. So, without trade into France, 
whereby the English may have effefts in thai 
kingdom, they could not fo well drive the 
Italian, Spanifti, and Holland trades, for 
want of remittances and returns that way. 

Another curiofitv was concerning money; 
that no nation couid want money ; and they 
would not abound in it: which is meant of 
fpecie for the ufe of ordinary commerce and 
comrriutation by bargains. For if a people 
jvant money the)- will give a price for it ; and 
then merchants, for gain, bring it and lay it 
down before them. And it is fo where 
money is not coined; as in Turkey, where 
the government coins only pence or half- 
pence, which they call parraws, for the ufe 
of the poor in their markets: And yet 
vaft fums are paid and received in trade, 
and difpenfed by the government ; but all in 
foreign money, as dollars, chequeens, pieces 
of eight, and the like, which foreigners bring 
to them for profit. And, on the other fide, 
money will not fuperabound; for who is it , 
that hath great fums and doth not thruft it * 
from them into trade, ufury, purchafes, or 
cafhiers, where the melting-pot carries it off, 
if no ufe, to better profit, can be made of it. 
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People may indeed be poor and want motiey, 
tecaufe they have not wherewithal! to pay 
for it ; which is not want of money, but want 
of wealth, or money's worth ; for where the 
one is, the other will be fupplied to content, 
IMr. Dudley North was furprifed with the 
Xombard-ftreet cafh trade, and would not 
come into it a great while, and then not 
xnuch. He was at great defiance with the 
dipt money, and made war upon k in all his 
publick and private difcourfes ; and laid the 
foundation of the reform thdt was afterwards 
made : though his projeft was fpoiled by 
thofe that (without thanks to his memory) 
took it up and put it in execution. As wm 
be related more at large in the faid gentle- 
man's life. 

Not long after Sir Dudley North's arrival. Detail of the 
he was caHed upon to fertre the king in the "^^ and fall 
office of fherifF, of London atfd MiddlefeX, musrand' 
in order to refcue that city out of the other pro- 
wretched ftate it was brought into by a cer-j ^^^'^^?B^ >" ; 
tain monfter, that ragecf in the years 80, '^t^T 
Sir B% ftiled Ignoramus. Of which I fhall and why. 
give no farther account here, nor of the 
difputea about choofing fheriffs of London, 
becairfe the whole proceeding is fully ac* ' 
counted for in the Examcn ; I mall therefore 
infift more particularly upon fome few 
paflages only, which may tend to difplay 
nis terdfhip's zeal and fincerity in ferviiig 
his country and his rftafter, aiid are not 
cxprdkly menfeioned ii^ the Examen. 
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ThrkiMc lie- Whfn it was intimated at court that Mr 
\^ SiiKLu I^^^'^y North was every way qualified for 
MrcepL the office of a (lierifF if he might, by 
mearis oi h\s lordftiip, be prevailed upon to 
hold : the kioij very much approved of the 
perfon, but was very dubious whether his 
lordfhip, \*':ch his much caution and wif- 
dom. wo;;^si advife his brother to (land in a 
liiic:-"^> ivth His majefty knew, that, 
i:n:e;> r:$ lordiliip cordially undertook it, 
h^ rrc:: appcMr, to him, heartily to con- 
ic:::. .i:vl wc. I:ke a tricking courtier, un- 
co* K;:v ::*r::u:ate to the merchant not to 
f:.vA;. .rv. v\x^nlv charge it on his brother's 
ro.v s; • ^v■vv*^. would have colour enough. 
Px.; >v V '\^ Vviolvcrd to try : and, one day, he 
•/.vXo Vx^ ':*'s olvcf juftice, with a world of 
--N\vv>j. xi;xi dclired to know if ir would 
H ^•^ -^ri.v ; * ,: i .'/his brother, Mr. Dudley 
\^ ^ '.•>.'..;/{ ^f :. con my lord mayor sdririlt' 
,jI l^s Ivnvlth^p anfwered that he wai 
t 'V w* '^'^ brvnhcr wasdifpoftd tofervehi: 
s^sr s * \ Vs* t'^' utmott of his capacity. Bur 
tx A^ ^^ tt\ut^r. he begged his majcfty's 
vxfcw^ .vu\;»u^-u h;m with his pleafure; and, 
\... c \^w!vt tx^:urn to his majefty hie 
;v v^ vi V .u\ \\v r , So far this went well 
\^s^v;>, xi:\t ih<r king conceived great: 
^x^s A .'v^* ^v hxivi tvHind his man. 
^^ » \v^xx v^l .^v v*:t t!;c main pinch of the 
s ,v, • V, iN x^^vh vA^ to make Sir Dudley 

\' Vv^N v.-/,^V ot hu< intereft in complying 
Nv,; > \vV \^^ tl^ lordihip was clear of 
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opinion that his brother (hould hold ; for he 
knew well that nothing at all againft law, or 
extraordinary, would be required of. the 
Iheriffs ; and, as for matters of the law, they 
would be re-committed to the fecond^ries . 
and under-ftieriff ; and, then, nothing retted 
pn the (heriff but to hold his white ftaff, and 
make feafts. s A nd, for matter of title, he 
thought there was more fqueak than wool ; 
for, whatever people thought was at the 
bottom, if a citizen be called upon an office, 
by the government of the city, and obeys, 
where is the crime of that ? but he knew 
alio that my lord mayor was in the rights 
^nd that his proceeding would be juftified. 
3ut then fuch a terrible fear was artificially 
xaifed up in the city, as if this fervice was. 
the greateft hazard in the world ; at leaft 
tJiat a powerful band of faftion was col- 
legued, right or wrong, torefent it, which 
would bring certainly trouble, and, pro- 
bably, lofs ; and juftice has feldom fo much 
credit in England as to be relied on. AIJ 
which, befides the faftidious forms, and ex- 
pence of the year, had caufed fo many 
Knowing and able citizens to decline the 
office, and made it not to be expefted that 
his brother (hould be free from all thofe 
qualms ; efpecially being fo much a ftran- 
[er, as he was, to Englifti affairs, which ten^ 
led to encreafe his diffidence of himfelf, and 
diftruft of the matter. But his lordlhip 
knew withal that his underftanding was fuch 
vol.. II. c 
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that, having full information of the ftate and 
circumftances of the bufinefs, and of all 
pofTible confequences, he would certainly 
determine according to the true reafon of 
the cafe, whether to hold, or not. And, 
with this confidence, his lordfhip, with all 
the freedom of a bofom friend entered into 
cOnverfation with him. He put on no 
authority, and required no truft implicit to , 
be repofed in him ; nor did he advance the 
leaft Ihew that he expected his compliance 
herein as any aS. of friendfhip towards him, 
or as if he made his own court at his bro- 
ther's rifk ; but laid before him an opportu- 
nity that profered itfelf, whereby he might 
make a fortune if he wanted it, and much 
enlarge what he had, befides great reputation 
to be gained, which wouM make him, all 
die days of his life, very conGderable. He ' 
left the objefting part to himfelf, and took 
his rife accordingly to diflblve all the falla- 
cious reafonings, that commonly palTed in 
difcourfe, of the dependence. 
peiprmmes fjp j^jfj oDcn the cafe of the lord mayor's 

to Imlii, and . , r ■ i ■ ■ n i ■ i - 

tdfuiii. "ghf, very clear and plam, ogamit which, in 
common fenfe, there was no reply ; for the 
noife made by faction agalnfi: it, was brutal, 
and raifed up to ferve the prefent turn only; 
and would vanifh when that was pad : be- 
fides, there was all the valuable part of the 
city for it. But the merchant did not much 
heed that, becaufe he was fatisfied that st 
pHvate citizen was no judge; and what hatt 
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be to do buty accordin£[ to bis oath of fre&* 
dom^ to obey? And, as tor filing off, it was« 
in realityj as much a fault as ferving. So 
that, if the magiftrates called and eajoinedi 
him, he did not fee how^, with honour, he 
coqld eorae off one way or other ; and, if it 
was a matter of great moment, he was ^ 
ve%dy to hold as to fine oflF> But the point 
was what it would fignify to him to b^ar a 
tedious formality, aiw fpend two or three 
thoufand pounds to purchafe it. As to thatj 
his lordfhip fhewed him that, if he ferved, 
the obligation was fo tranfceudent in this 
conjunfture, even in his majefty^s own fenti? 
ment of it, that there could be no employ -» 
mentj by com million from the crown, which 
would not fall to his fhare : for the court 
was a little like the city in that. They 
thought the fervice much greater than really 
it was. So terjible an apprehenfion had 
they of the fiercenefs of this j(a6lion, and the 
advantage they had over the court at that 
time* Every man, that intends for employ- 
ments, muft ferve in fome fort, or other, ta 
ihew himfelf capable ; and what opportuni* 
ty could he expeft fhould drop from heavea 
more propitious to his advancement than 
this? he could never expe£l another; nay, 
jhe refufing of this, when fo fairly offered, 
was a pofitive demerit which would difable 
any other pretenfion as might fall in his way^ 
This office would fall to his fhare, early or 
Ut£ ; and if it he with fo fair a prpfpef^ 
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why not at any time? now as well as here- 
after? and, as for the charges, his lordfhip 
faid, here, brother^ take loool. to htlp make 
good your account ; and if you never have op' 
portunity, by penjions or emploijments^ to re- 
imburfe you and me, I wiH iofe myjhare : el/b 
IJliali he content to receive this thoufand pounds 
out of one half of your penfons when they come 
in; and, otkerwife, not at all. A day or 
two's convcrfation of this kind, wherein 
more was confidered than I can reprefent, 
entirely reconciled the merchant to his 
office, and having taken a refolution upon 
clear reafon, he fet his mind at reft, and 
thought no more of the adventure or con- 
fequence, than he did in (hipping a bale of 
cloth. And, afterwards, like a great vefiel 
againfl: the waves, he ftemmed the rage of 
the town-talk that flew in his face wherever 
he came ; as is already related in the Exa- 
men, and will be more particularly expreflcd 
in the courleof that gentleman's life. 
tended \\\^ lordfhip WHS One of thofe perfons 

1 during whom the king appointed to be in the city, 
tkrtion not far from Guildhall, when the Iheriffs 
(iitnffs. ^,pj.g ^^ ^^ chofen ; and he (laid, during the 
election, at Sir George Jeffries's houle ; and 
Sir George himfelf, through his intereft in 
the ciiy, had no fmall (hare in the conduft 
of this affair. This was to the end that, if 
any incident required immediate advice, or 
if the fjjirits of the lord mayor fhould 
droop, which, in outward appearance, were 
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biit faint, there might be a ready recourfe. 
So the faftious fide had the Lord Grey of 
Wark, and the whole green Ribbon Council 
(elfewhere charafteriled) and other fages of 
the party all equally concerned in what was 
doing. 

When parties of menare concernedagainft *?orae doubts 
each other in civil broils, it is ftrange how ]^^J^^^ jjj ^ 
fertile all things will be ^ of moot points, was in, re- 
After the old (heriffs had taken upon them ^^^""^^ >" ^^' 
to declare Papilion and Dubois duly chofen, ner^by his"" 
many of the rcafonable citizens thought my loidfhip. 
' lord mayor's point in a worfe ftate than be- 
fore ; for here was a new cafe ftarted. Hsre, 
' faid they, are twojheriffs declared ;fo they are 
officers de fafto ; and how canyoujuper-eleEl 
and Jet up antijheriffs to oujt them before their 
title is tried? Upon this difficult matter, the 
court adjourned again; and, in the interim, 
the lord mayor and aldermen were fent for 
or went, to attend the king in council; and 
there they were told that the proceedings of 
the fiieriffs at the commonhall, after the ad- 
journment, were not only utterly void and 
null, but the perfons were guilty of an auda- 
cious riot and contempt oflawfu I authority; 
for which, by due courfe of law, they would 
be feverely puniftied. But, in the mean time 
it was'his lordfhip's (the lord mayor's)^ duty, 
and his majefty's pleafure, that they fhould 
go back to the city, and fummon the common 
hall, and make eleftion of (heriffs, for the 
year enfuipg, according to the ancient ufa- 
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fes of the city ; and this (by his majefl;y*s -or- 
erin council) they {hould have with them. 
The lord mayor had found a different fenti- 
inent of his cafe upon this alteration ; and 
fome had infinuated that thefe courtiers 
would thrufl: him forward, and be under no 
engagement themfelves. So he was very 
full of doubts; and, while the lord chief 
juftice North was fpeaking to the matter, as 
he did with great clearnefs.and plain reafona 
given, was very attentive ; for he had u great 
value andefteemofhis lordfhip's knowledge 
and integrity. When his lordlhip had done 
he crept down towards the end cf the table 
where his lordfliip fat, and, with a fummifs 
voice and afpe6l, my lord, faid he, wi// your 
hrdjhip he f leafed to give me this wider your 
hand? Now the kmg, and all the board, 
eyed the man, to fee what he went about, 

■ and, hearing what he faid,they all thought he 
had put the dor, as they fay, upon the chief 
juftice, and expe£led fome turn of his wit 
to fetch himfelf off ; and divcrfe thought to 

-have fome fportin feeing how woodenly he 
would excufe himfelf. But his lordfhip, 
fhewing an uncommon firmnefs of mind, 
cheated them all ; for he anfwered, without 
any hefitation, j-w, andhejhould have it pre- 

fently, fo his lordfhip took the pen and paper, 
that lay before him, and wrote to this effeft, 
viz. I am of opinion that it is in the lord- 
mayor's power to call, adjourn, and dijfshe the 
tomnonhall athispleafure; and that all aSls 
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done there, as of the common hall, during fuch 
adjownment are mere nullities, an d have no 
legal effeSl: And to that fet his name, and 
gave it him, all of his own hand-writing; and, 
after he had it, he came up to his place again. 
This pairage pleafed the king ; for he was 
not ufed to fuch generous dealing in touchy 
matters among his counfeJlors. 

I have here touched upon fome paflages iii? Inrrtfhip 
only which might tend to demonftrate his ■''^ chief con 

ijn-.r ^ iri- ■ I liuctorof tni: 

lordihip s uncenty and rciolution ni a clear maiier. Rea 
caufe, and wherein he was fatisfied that the '""o^ for not 
law was with him, becaufe the whole pro- pa'f'jfcuiljr 
ceeding is fully related m the Examen. It was 
of thelaft confequence to the crown at that 
time ; for the queftion was, whether treafon 
andfedition, in LondonandMiddlefex, were 
criminal, or not. And this in a time when 
it was believed,though not fo foon evidentially 
difcovered, that a rebellion was ready to break 
out, and the game was a6iually begun in 
Scotland, but happily quelled at Bothwel 
Bridge. Was it not a ftrange circumftance 
in fuch a conjunflure, that the traytors 
themfelves fhoujd be the minlfters of juftice, 
to judge and condemn their fellows ; againft 
whom difcoveries were already had; though 
the whole fcheme was not yet brought forth 
.as afterwards happened by the means of one 
Keiiing ? Neither do I give here the chica- 
neries of law upon this point, becaufe they 
may be found, as far as was thought necei- 
.fary, in the Examen. And indeed they may 
not be thought worth remembering; and, 



24 THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

as for themfelves, I grant it ; but, as they 
are - the hiftory of fome men's impudence, 
they are not inconfiderable ; for. they fhew 
that men, in parties, will affirm any thing 
(however nonfenfical it is) againfteach other ; 
and, what is worfe, when things are thus 
confidently affirmed by numbers, the people, 
and, of them, fuch as (hould know better, will 
think there is fome reafon in it. But, of all 
forts, none fo brafed, in thi$ kind as demure 
pretenders, who complain of popery and ar- 
bitrary power, and, of all men, are the tnoft 
irreligious and unjuft themfelves. And fuch 
thisfadion was. His lordftiip was a fort of 
pilot in the condu&of this affair; and moft 
of the aas turned upon his judgment and 
authority. There were others who bluftered, 
and made a great noife ; but none penetrated 
to the bottom of the matters in queftion, 
but himfelf. His lordfhip was fo.much con- 
cerned that a matter of this nature and 
confeqiience ftiould be tofled upon men's 
tongues as it was, and fcarce any one either 
mentioned, or, indeed, knew the true diftinc- 
tion upon which it was turned, that, for 
fetting people's thinking right, he drew up 
inftruftions for fome of the employed wri- 
ters, whereby to drefs out a pamphlet, which 
he fuppofed would be done, author Kke, 
by caftmg the materials into fome plaufible 
form, and fetting them off with quaint fen-. 
tences as might mvite people to read, who 
care not for a lawyer's notes of argument^ 
as in a law cafe. But whofoever it was that 
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undertook it, he publiflied the notes vtrbatim; 
adding only a fort of prologue and an epi- 
logue; which made his lordfliip very angry: 
and, from that time, he refolved to give out 
no more inftruftions, and not to undertake 
any thing he could not finifti hiinfelf. 

It is related in the Examen, how bufy Of 
the laft Wellminfter parliament was about ""' 
the exclufion; and alfo how money matters 
ftuck, though an a£lual war with France was 
loudly called for; and treaties abroad, touch 
ing peace, between the French and the 
confederates, viz. Spain, Germany, and the 
Dutch (whereof the king was mediator) 
were depending ; fo that the king had reafon 
to make a Jong recefs of that parliament, to 
the end that matters might digefl, and come 
to fome maturity, as was hoped, and intend- 
ed to be laid before the houfe of commons, 
in order to put them, if poffible, into a better 
humour. But the faSion, at that time, 
thought that future eleftions would prove, 
as at the prefent, propitious to their hopes: 
and therefore, partly, to make bad blood, 
4ind, partly, to force the king to let the par- 
liament meet and fit, which, by diverfe 
prorogations, had been put off, and might 
be fo again, they inflituted a method of 
petitioning the king that the parliament 
might meet and fit. And it is fcarce credible 
with what fancy impudence diverfe came to 
the king with petitions figned with number- 
lefs hands, and frightful hierogiyphicks; but 

*lh ten perfons only in company, fo as not 
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to offend againft the ftaiute about tumultu- 
ous petitions: all which was fully llopt by 
a prociamatioii which his lordlhip penned. 
This aifo, with the turns it had in the houfe 
of commons, is inferted there; fofliall pafs it 
over here, and infifl only upon fome few 
incidents, with regard to his lordthip, which 
have not becH fo particularly fet down there, 

;- While the peHecution of abhorrers, and 
queftioning the proclamation in the next 

I" feffions of parliament, were talked of by the 
faftious party in town, and terrible doings 
were expefted, his lordlhip was paifive, and 
appeared not to have any concern upon his 
Jpirits ; but confulted his belt friends, and, 
fiiewing ibem the proclamation, afked if 
ihey could find any caption to be made upon 
it; and every one, even old parliament men, 
jufed to the trade, could find none. But his 
■lordfhip nevcrthelefs held himfclf under the 

fuard of his caution, lelt, when the enemy 
ad none, he might adminifter weapons 
figainft himfelf: for he did expeft, as it 
,proved, that he Ihould be furrounded with 
' .trepans. One was a grand one, and of a 
' Jecretaryof ftate, the Lord Sunderland. He, 
and tlie reft of his party at court, pretending 
lo be fierce againft the petitioners, thought 
. to pufh on fuch as they would ruin, to aft 
antemperately in that caufe, and fo to become 
<expofed to the parliament: and, purfuant 
to this pious defign, when he fignified his 
jnajefty's pleafure to his lordfnip and judge 
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jonesy to fufpend the execution, of the laws 

againft Protdlant diflenters, he added that 

•the^ fliGJuki by all raeans difcourage the 

- petitioners, ana encoitrage thcsantir petition- 
ers. B ut his lordfhip was aware of his trap^ 
and, in the country, took thereof no man- 
ner of notice. Afterwards, when the 

« proclamation was voted a ground for an 
rinrpeachroent, and made a great nbife, but 
'the committee, to draw articles, could make 
aK> 'work of it, his lordfhip's brother-in4aw, 
^ Mn Soams, in extreme hafte, found out has 
lordfhfp, ; and told him he r:ame firom the earl 
of S; (»I believe, Sunderland;) ibr he (Mr. 
Spams) having x)ften' tii^d that Jord to find 
ibme meaps to abate this rigour, of the com- 
mons, againft his Idrd^ip, that morning the 
earl :^imed him immeaiately to find his 
lordfllip omt; and to let him know tbtuisa zcay 
was difuovered for him .to comt off. And it 
was that he {hc»ild ^o immediately (time 
would not ftay) land, fpeaking tojthe com- 
mons, give up the proclamation as tndawftd. 
That was a point they would certainly icarry ; 

- it being againft the right of petitioning^ and 
privilege of parliament: and they had no 
enmity to his lordfhip, but regaitded. the 
matter ; which fet right, they would drop 
perfons; but, if refiffed, they would purfue^ -. ': 
through all, with the rigour of impeach- 
ments : and this rauft be quifck, xjuick;. for, 

if they i farther engaged therafelves,. it would 
^Ife too ilote. His lotdfliip could iioid out 
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no longer, but laughed in his friend's face. 
The gentleman thought him mad. Why 
brother, faid his lordfhip, do you not fee 
through (his tinfel device P and then he un- 
folded to him the fnare : which was, in fliort, 
that, if he went and fncaked, in that manner, 
he (hould !ofe every friend he had in the 
hoafe; and all would nnanimoufly join to 
crulh him : and that he fhould do fo, was 
the defign of this meflage. Somewhat, like 
this, happened in the houfe of lords, where 
the Lord Lovelace, after much faid of his 
relation, honour, and refpeti, afked his 
lordfhip why he did not go and fpeak to the 
commons ? for, faid he, they are very angry 
with you. Are they indeed Jo angry as your 
• lordjhip fays f Ay, by G — d are they, very 
angry. His lordfhip anfwered that he 
did not care to come near angry people. So 
ended that dialogue. But thefe lords, not 
ufed to much contradiction, thought all men 
-fools but themfelves : for, if they had had any 
judgment, they mull have known his lord- 
fliip better, and not have ventured fuch 
flams at him, who could fmell powder far- 
ther than they could fee. But where is the 
fenfe of truth, to fay notliing of honour, in 
the a£ts of fuch falfe friendfliip .^ 
A His lordfhip faid often that this queflion, 

"* , raifed upon him in the houfe of commons, 
was much eafier in the defence, than the 

IS- former about folicltation; for then he had a 
majority of the houfe, fully alTerabled, his 
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£-iends, at leaft, not averfe, or in party 
^gainft him ; fo that the war was carried on . 
ly tricks and furprifes, and needed watchinj 
2nd informing. And this puts me in mini 
of a merry conceit of his lordftiip's aunt, the 
Xady Dacres. She was acqijainted with 
.Mrs. Baker, the old Lord Anglefey's filler^ 
"%vho was a zealous Prefbyterian, and pre- 
tiended to have a vaft intereft in that party. 
She told the Lady Dacres that ftie could fetch 
cff her nephew (then upon the tenters) when 
Ihe pleafcd, by making all the Prefbyterians 
in the houfe for him. Upon this, the Lady 
Dacres fent for her nephew to come to her, 
as he did, and told him what Mrs* Baker 
could do for him. His lordfhip anfwered, 
that he fliould be thankful for any afts or 
friendfliip in that kind. Bui tfaitb^ nephew^ 
laid {he, there Mvft tc money. To which his 
lordftiip replied, that he would not give one 
hrafs jartbing to buy all the Prejbyterians in 
England; and fo ended that fcheme. But 
to return to the cafe of the proclamation^ 
Eleftions had been fo varied that he could 
not pretend to have half the members indif- 
ferent to him. The reft were all in the 
confederacy againft him ; and it was to no 
purpofe, or rather, to ill purpofe, to apply 
to any of them, Thofe, who were his 
friends (by that I mean the court party) 
were fure to be for him, and the reft as fure 
againft him, in every queftion that fhould be 
put to injure him^ And fomie of the old 
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^H ftagers of his party, told him pbinly, he 

^^L might take his eafe and fit flJII ; for his 

^^B friends, out of the houfe, by foliciting, couJd 

^^1 do him no fervice. The matter was very 

^^V, well underftood ; and they within, that Hood 

^^H together, would be vigilant as to furprifes, 

^^r and aft for his indemnity, as occahon fliould 

ferve. 

Humanity of I cannot omit here the doing right to his , 

bis loidfhip, lordfhip's memory, in (hewing a piece of 

Inwarda Sir , K r r i °i • i in ■ 

Crefweii Le- humanity that few perlons, but his lordlhip, 
vin-i. in his circumftances, would have done. 

And that refpefted Sir Crelwell Levinz, 
the attornev general, who named his lord- 
ftiip in the houfe of commons. For al- 
though his lordfhip knew, that the party in- 
tended to work through him, yet he never 
conferred willi,or fo much as fpoke to hira, 
concerning his behaviour, when he fhould 
be called to anfwer in the houfe of com- 
mons ; for nothing could be advifed, in his 
cafe, but to aft the brave, and to own and ' 
juftify his proclamation to contain nothing 
againft law, or to have refufed to name his 
afliftants when the aft was his own ; either 
of which might have fcnt him to the Tower ; 
which had interefted the king in his cafe, 
who would have protefted him ; and, per- 
haps, they might not have ventured to 
fend fuch a capital officer to the Tower, but 
impeached him in manner as they proceeded 
againft his alTiftant ; which wouldhave gained 
his majefty's ultimate favour, and been, oii 
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that acGotint, his wifeft courfc. Bal his 
lordfhip knew him to be a mere lawyer, 
atki a timidotis man^ and accordingly left 
him to himfelf. And his k>ifd(hip Sd not 
in the kaft refent the naming him (fo dege- 
nferoufly) as he did, but cvet after held fair 
^ith him as before, and gave him common 
afliftanees and countenance, as if no fiich 
proceeding had been. Which, as I faid, 
\fas a fpecies of humanity fddom praftifed 
in the world. 

But ftill although the matter of the pro- or the rebel- 
<ilamation came to nothing, the Ifcy was '>o» '» s^^^- 
black, and good men were not at eafe while impudent a". 
this parliament fat. They flew fo fiercely fertion of the 
at the abhorrers, and at the fucceffion, and ^*^^^"' 

• , r 1 1 1 about quel- 

under that, as lome thought^ at the crown ung it. 
itfclf, that none could forefee what might' 
hiappen. The kin^ offered diverfe expe* 
dients and qualifications of power in the fiic- 
ceffor, which were (moft wonderfully) refu- 
fed; which fome thought was only becaufe 
they did not affeft the pofleflion. But 
what the king might, by importunity and 
incotivenience, be drawn to yield to for the 
mifchief of the nation, no perfon knew, or, 
by any forefight, was fecure of. The Lord 
Shaftfbury headed the fa6lion, and made an 
incentive fpeech in the houfe of lords, 
of which numerous copies were fentthe fame 
flight, by the pofl, to £dinburgh. And 
thereupon the rebellion broke out; of 
yfhkh a full account is to be found in. the 
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Examen, The fame faftion ftarted a quef- 
tion about the lawfulnefs of fending forces 
into Scotland to quell that rebellion, and 
whether it was not againft the articles of the 
union, in the reign of King James I- as is 
more largely fhowed in the faid Examen. 
His lordmip was of opinion there was no 
ground for the fcruple at all; and, after* 
wards, fet it down among fome other pofi- 
tions, which he titled Impudent AJfcrtions of 
the FaElion. But however, that did not fatisfy 
fome counfellors (for the late regulation, *-or 
reform, as it w^s called, was then in being) 
9nd that quaere had got abroad among the 
officers. Thereupon the king, to proceed 
formally, orderea Sir William Jones, his 
attorney general, to confider the treaty and 
the prefent circumftances, and give his 
judgment whether forces might be fent or 
not ? and he returned that they might ; for 
forces, fent in aid, and at the defire of the 
government in Scotland, could not be con- 
rued an hoftile invafion in the fenfe of thar 
article. And thereupon the council came 
to a conclufion, and the commiflions were 
ordered. For the court of England was now 
fo fteadily determined to aft, in all things, 
according to law, that the faftion could find 
no way to annoy them but by corrupting 
the law itfelf ; and what they, forfooth, would 
have to be law, muft be fo, and nothing 
elfe : although, at the fame time, when thus 
they ftrainea at gnats, they fwallowejl w^ole 
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camels, and confequently fully demonftrated 

the lame. It is pity honeft men fhould be fo 

:inealy. mouthed and fcrupulous, as they 

are apt to be, when, upon the (lability of 

-the government, their all is at ftake. So, in 

the time of the rebellion of forty-onf, when, 

in the midland counties, the rebels raged in 

jBrms, and afted downright hoftilities againft 

mhe crown, the honeft gentlemen, in other 

yarts of the kingdom, viz. towards the Weft, 

>vcTe fneakingly difputing whether the king's 

^rray were lawful, or not. 

His lordfhip had, at this time, few friends Duke of 
i n court ; but, next to the king, who was ^*" ^T?*'* * 
always fure to him, the Duke of Lauderdale nnddimyL- 
xvas in his perfeft amity. The duchefs, tion of the 
when flie was Countefs of Dyfart, lived at g^J^*?'''^ 
Fakenham in Suffolk, near to Toftock, where 
his father lived ; and the lady refided there 
for the fake of bringing up her children at 
^ Bury fchool ; and, as, in fuch cafes, is ufuafj * 

his lordfhip's brothers and her fons, at 
breakings-up, were playfellows. This ac* 
quaimance made no great advance ; but the . 
ktdy, being a politician profefTed, and afterr 
wards marriea to the Duke of Latiderdalej 
after his lordfhip became confiderable at 
court, called upon his acquaintance, and 
brbught her liufband to be a fetmiliar friend, 
who, before, had but valued him {or hi$ 
abilities, and ferviae to the crown. And his 
Ictfdfliit/s brother, Mr. John North, for 
general learning eminent^ was alfo taken 

VOL. II. D 
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into the duke's confidence and friendftiip; 
and the duke himfelf, being alfo learned, 
having a choice hbrary, took great pleafure 
in Mr. North's company, and in hearing him 
Xalk of languages and criticifm. And thefe 
Jbrothers were not feldom entertained at the 
great houfe at Ham, and had the freedom 
of the gardens and Hbrary. This great man 
was a folemn confolation to his lordflbip, 
becaufe he could open his mind freely to 
him, and rely upon his fincerity. I muft 
never forget one paffage, which happened at 
* dinner at Ham. I have mentioned how his 
lordftiip was touched in the laft Weftminfter 
parliament, but the duke much more fiercely; 
for he kept the Scotch gates faft, fo that 
rebellion could not enter on that fide ; which 
diftreffed the faftious party in the higheft 
degree, and drew upon the duke more than 
one or two addreflcs to part him from the 
king; but the king would on no account 
part with him. So that both thefe counfel- 
lors were as blown deer, and would be glid 
to have the parHament difTolved; of which, 
to fay truth, the whole nation was weary. 
And, at this time, the froft was very fliarp, 
and the company at dinner complained of 
cold. The duke turned and, loolking back 
towards the window, faid there will be a thaw 
foon. i None at the table, but his lordfliip, 
gueffed at his meaning. And fo he intended 
it ; for he knew' that the parliament would, 
in a fe>v days, be diffolved; but his Iprdfhip 
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did not, till Jre^guefled fo from that fentence 
of the duke's; and it proved accordingly. 
And fo the duke difcovered, and, at the fame 
time, kept the grand fecret, which was a 
true turn of a politician. 

• About this time, a fatal ftroke happened The death of 
to hislordOiip, viz. thelofsofDr. North,^'-^""'*^- 
mafter of Trinity College in Cambridge, his 
dear brother and familiar friend. I call it 
lofs ; but it was much worfe, for he was 
maimed by an apoplexy, and difabled both 
in body and mind, which, more or lefs, is 
always the effeft of that difeafe : but when it 
is in a high degree, as his was, the cafe is 
moft deplorable. It proved that which they 
call an hemiplegia, which refcinded the 
chief ufe of one leg and one arm, and dif- 
torted his countenance, corrupted his fpeech, 
and, what was more than ordinary, caft him 
into convulfion fits, which returned, for the 
moft part, monthly, and, not only tormented 
but, difpirited him, and made the little life, 
he had left, a grievance to him. His friends 
would willingly have followed him to his 
frave, unlefs they might have feen him rer 
lored to a tolerable health, and to become 
that bright and witty, as well as learned and 
accompliflied, divine as he was before. But 
they were forced, prefent or abfent, to fym- 
pathife in his forrows; for, between four 
and five years that he lived in this mortified 
ftate, he came to a full underftanding of his 
condition ; which made it worfe, as appearecj 
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by diverfe pathetic letters he wrote from his 
college in Cambridge. I do not enlarge here 
upon the circumftancei of this good divine's 
life and death, becaufe I have a fmall volume 
exprefs on that fubjeft. Therefore fhali 
only add here, that his lordfhip was made 
the doflor's fole executor, whereby he came 
into an excellent library, efpcciallvof Greek 
books, which the good doaor left, and alfo 
a perfonal eftatc of about 4000/. one fourth 
of which, by dircftion of the do6lor's laft 
will, was given to poor people. 

I have already taken notice of his lord- 

' fhip's being made a privy counfellor, and of 
the company that came in with him, who 

7 were the ftiffeft oppofers of the court in par- 
liament. For the Earl of Shafifbury was 
made lord prcfident, the Lord Sunderland 
fecretary of ftate; the Earl of Effex, lord 
Ruflel, Henry Powell, and fome others, of 
the malecontent parly, were taken in. But 
this, being one of the chief incidents in his 
Iord(hip's life, may require a fair account to 
be given of it. The long parliament, as to 
all ufe to the crown, was grown effete, or 
rather unfafe; for the court party were be- 
come a minority ; and the faction, in hopes 
of a better, dJd all they could to get it dif- 
folved, which gave rife to all that noife and 
ftir as was made about penfions. Nothing, 
defired, 



kmg 



prevail 



on the other fide, plots, and exciufion of 
the fucceffbr, were exaggerated to his 1 
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dilbutet : and, after this parliament was 
diflolved, another was chofen, called the httle 
Wellminfter parliament, which, proceeding 
upon the battered topics of plots, excluQon, 
popery, and the French, were averle enough 
to the king's affairs ; but yet not fo bad as 
fome would have had it; for no Popery, no 
Prefbytery, was heard founding in thehoufe 
of commons, which thofe, of the anti-court 
party, did not like, becaufe it (hewed a difpo- 
fition, upon fair opportunity, to piece with 
the crown. Thofe perfons therefore, who 
had influence at court, and favoured the 
faftion, never left till they got this little par- 
liament diffolvcd, as is more particularly" 
fhewed in the Examen; for it was prefumed 
that, as the public was feafoned, every elec- 
tion would be more and more averfe: and 
fo it proved; for the next parliament flew 
againft the court with more rancour and 
fiercenefs than any other had done. The 
king, hoping to gain a better humour, had 
done fome confiderable things, as fending 
away the Duke of York, offermg expedients, 
and, with others, reforming the privy coun- 
cil: for, having diflolved the old one, he 
made a new appointment, and (as I faid) 
took in the chief leaders of the fa6iion in 
both houfes, that it might not be faid he 
wanted good counfellors. But, that he 
might not be left alone with them, he joined 
fome that were, as he knew well, afluredly 
his friends, among whom his lordlhip had 
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the honour to be one. In the courfe of thefe 
troublefome times, the loyahfts were never 
fecure in their o'wn minds, that the kin| 
would (land the fiege, which had environe< 
him, but, at length, he muft be brought (as 
the faftion thought and verily expefted) to 
furrender at difcretion ; and then they fhould 
He at the mercy of the king's, and their own^ 
implacable enemies. And this pafs of re- 
forming the council, in that manner, feemed 
an overture of it, as may be found particu- 
larifed in the Examen. But his lordfhip; 
in a ftiort time, could, by his majefty's beha- 
viour amohgft them, difcern his firm purpofe 
not to quit the reins, nor to let go. the ma- 
giftracy into the hands of his enemies, as 
was defigned he ftiould : and then his majefty's 
friends were at eafe, and took heart a grace 
to aft vigoroufly againft the feditiou3 prac- 
tices of the faftion; and the nation, in, 
general, were fatisfied that the king had done 
enough. And, from that time, tne ftate of 
his authority was redintegrated; as the rela- 
tions of thofe times, if any good ones appear, 
will at large demonftrate. As for his lord- 
fhip's being taken into the cabinet, it was 
but a token of a more entire confidence in 
his fidelity and judgment; and that he might 
be alTiftant, not only in the formal proceed- 
ings of the privy council, but alfo in the moft 
retired confultations of his majcfly's govern- 
ment, 
Reafons for After the king was returned from the Ox^ 

diflblving, " 
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ford parliament, the court was at leifure to anri of the 
look about them: For though the fadion ^'^^ ^^^^^' 
had a great fhake, yet it was not fallen; for 
Ignoramus was ftill on foot, and the found, 
of mifchief hatching, was heard by certain 
buzzings about plots. His lordfhip there- 
fore thought fit to advife, or, at leaft, to 
concur in advice to, his majefty, to pubHfh / 
his royal declaration to his people, of the 
caufes that moved him to diflblve the two 
laft parliaments, of Weftminfter and Oxford; 
♦ which was done and publifhed. And though 
it was tart enough upon thofe parliaments, 
which one would not think, whatever the 
caufe was, fhould be very popular, yet, on 
the contrary^ it took fo with the fenfe 'of the 
people, that the f^ncy of addreffing went on 
(as was hinted) in a furprifing manner. The 
declaration was penned, or adjuftcd, with 
all the prudent cautions imaginable; and by 
his lordfliip himfelf, as I verily believe, and 
do think that, by the ftyle, it is demonftrable. 
His lordfliip was then, and had been fome 
time before, of the cabinet council, and 
was the chief dire£lor in thofe impoY- 
tune pretences to plots and difcoveries, 
that grew very troublefome till that of the 
Rye. But he had the fatisfaftion of having 
the king, for the moft part, prefent at the 
examinations, and alfo opportunity to in- 
finuate matters of law, and cautions, to his 
majefty, that knaves, by coming into his 
prefence alone, might not have a poflibility 
to forge colours to betray, or to delamc him* 
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For that deGgn was ftill driven* that he might 
be thought a faMe fubomer, and confbunder 
of Proteftants. 
Exmininanon His lordfhip, in this work, had an cTpecial 
oiUMe pJoti. a(£ftant of the fecretary. Sir Lcoline Jenkins, 
a perfon of great worth, learning (in the civil 
law^) and fidelity. His loidfiiip had no fmall 
occafion for the help of fuch an extraordi* 
nary perfon, when he had lb much upon his 
hands, in the examinations of the fliam plots 
of Dangerfield, and the reft of thole impol^ 
tors, that wrought between the plot of Gates, 
and the difcovery of Keiling, and held his 
lordfhip in continual ftretch of penetration 
and caution, that the king might be apprifed 
of his danger in letting fuch cattle, as the 
pretended oifcoverers were, come into his 
prefence, which they always preifed for; 
and the king, who loved to judge for himfel^ 
was too much inclined to give way to, and 
even, fometimes, alone, which might have 
been of the laft confequence to him. But 
the referring thefe fourbs to the fecretary's 
office to be examined, always (ruftratcd their 
defigns, and, not only his lordfliip but, the 
king himfelf, ordinarily attended at the exa- 
minations; which let him into the fecret of 
plot knavery, to his no little edification. 
And however his majefty's enemies, abroad, 
defamed him, a true account of thefe matters, 
which is to be found in the Examen, will 
(hew that he inquifited with juftice and deco- 
rum, and determined with as much lenity 
towards bis enemies, as ever prince did* And 
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to prick in here one memorial of that good 
king's underftanding, as well as equity, I heard 
his lordftiip fay that, in matters heard at the 
council table^ he never knew him determine 
otherwife than was right. But, to (hake off 
all thefc illufive difcoveries, the only ftain 
they left was a loathing of all manner of 
plots; and it naufeated the minifters to hear 
of any new difcovery : whereby any, that 
profcrcd, came on againft all the prejudice 
and fufpicion that might be. 

In tne interval between the arreft of the Prudent ad- 
lord mayor, and June 1683, all was, in ap- """i^-^^^^^"- 
pearance, hufti ; and the ordinary proceed- 
ings of ftate went on orderly and well ; and 
his lordfliip was in very good company at 
court. For the earls of Halifax and Ro- 
chefter, and fecretary Jenkins and his lord- 
fhip conforted together to fit bufineft for his 
majefty's cognifance and determination ; and 
very often met over night at the fecretary *s, 
for like purpofes, that they might not be 
furprifed, and hazard the not underflanding 
each other the next day: and all meaninj 
truly the king's fervice, they were, in mol 
things unanimous; and, to hold that firm, 
his lordfiiip perpetually inculcated the ad- 
Jiering entirely to the law, and to do nothing 
which migh€ give handles to ill people to 
pretend the contrary. They had power 
enough, that way, to make examples of thofe 
that were caught offending; and, if fome 
^efcaped, it were blotter than tq ftrain points 
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to crufh thcni. And they had often dif- 
courfes of recommending men to places of 
truft ; And therem his lordfhip and the earl 
of Rochefter, as to a (landing rule, difiered. 
The latter was for preferring loyalifts, which 
were fuch as run about drmking and huz- 
zaing, as deferving men, and to encourage 
the kings friends. His lordfhip was tor 
bringing men for^vard in offices that had 
dealt long, and were forwardeft in them, as 
moft likely to underftand the bufinefs, rather 
than the moft willing friends that under ftood 
nothing. But, in this method of adminiftra- 
tion, tlie king's affairs went on to the fatisfac- 
tion of all (honeft) people; and the chief 
virtue of it was owing to his lord(hip who 
would not forfake the law upon any account. 
But thefe minifters of ftate little thought of 
a peftiferous cloud that hung over their 
heads, and was to have broke full upon thera 
the March following ; when an infernal com- 
bination of men were to have attacked the 
king's coach, as he returned from New- 
market. 
How Keiiing Keiling, one of the affiftants at the arreft 
made the dif- of the lord mayor, a fecretary, and deluded 
covery of the by ^ faftion, othcrwifc a good liver, and 
^^ ^ ^^' honeft at the bottom, made the firft difco- 
very of this horrid defign: whether pure 
confcience, or deteftation of the mifchiefs he 
knew were to be perpetrated, moved him, I 
know not ; but it is certain that no combi^ 
nation, temptation, or profpeft of reward 
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drew him forth. He firft made means, by 
the lord Dartmouth, then belonging to the 
Tower, to be brought to the fecretary's, 
and there, in a plain nAanner, declared the 
whole. His lordftiip was at the examina- 
tiorj J and, when he came home at night, 
he told us that a difcovery had been made 
of a moft horrid plot againft the king and 
duke; but he could not tell what to lay to 
it yet : for the court had been fo fatigued 
with fearching into falfe plots,. that they came 
to an examination of a true one, as bears to 
the ftake ; and, as to crediting, were very 
nice and fcrupulous. They fcarce believed . 
K.eiling, who was but a fingle witnefs. But 
*^e, either out of zeal to prevent^ fo much 
ftiifchief as he faw coming on, or left, if he 
Were feen at the fecretary's office by any of 
the confpirators, it might coft him his life, 
>vent away, and next day came again, and 
t>rought his brother with him, who confirmed 
^vhat Keiling had difcovered, and fully con- 
'^inced the lords that he fpoke true. Then 
^varrants iflued, and proceedings were had : 
^nd when his lordfliip came home that very 
^ ight, be . told us that he believed the difco- 
very was true. But, as perfons were taken 
up, and confeffed, the evidence was yet more 
full and inconteftable ; as is particularifed 
in the Examen. And the part, his lordfhip 

staled in the difcovery, is already related. 

Now, as conceniing the ftate of his lord-Hisiordniip's 

Ihip's intcreft, it was moft notorious that, by ^^^^^^ *"*^ 
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fjs^^z^^sa ^Irrrwcf pmcriMd, dBraa^ all the 
tTC&bkrs of the coQft: sjxl nov finally in 
c^muriMdnz f^ i^ars^iy. ai be dU, tDVud$ 
dezjmg ap ^ ! dan; br^aa and embroib 
of the C3tv, and afii dear and heartr, and as 
coot corciaiiy, and /x «zbl«il and noc after 
the adulatory nuncer <k a coon, he was 
wjw {6 codirroed in tiie king's good ofmuon, 
not onlv for bis knowiedge in tlie law, and all 
abilities, but alio for his finccre good will to 
do him (ervice, that no an or indnftrv of 
aov perfon, or paitT^ or intereft in En^nd 
(afthough great endeavoars, and offtrong 
parties, were ufed) could make the leaft im- 
prelBon on the king's mind to his prejudice. 
Once, at a couchee, a courtier was pleafed 
to fay that his lordfliip %i^as no lawyer. The 
king, over^hearing, looked fourlv over his 
(houlder, and izM xh^l whoever taid fo, dii 
noi knew the lord chief juJHce horih. And 
although, at court, tKere are always a fort of 
underminers, who would, if they durft, have 
been nibbling at him, they never could, ia 
that king's reign, gain the leaft glimpfe of 
encouragement tnat way. I might have 
mentioned in a more proper place, a paifage 
which muft not be forgot, which happened 
fitting the Weftminfter parliament; when 
his lordfhip was, at that time, faid to be im- 
peached for the proclamation againft -the 
petitioners. Whiift he was fitting upcxi the 
woolfack (as the king thought) penuve, his 
majefty came and clapped himfelt down cloie 
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by hifti, andi my lord^ faid he, be of good 
comfort ; / will never forfake my friends j as 
my father did \ androfeup, and went away, 
without faying a word more, * And this en- 
couragement was welcome, and gratefully 
accepted. At length Sir George Jeffries 
was made chief juftice of the King's Bench, 
and took upon him the conduft ofthat great 
work; I mean of working counter to bis lord* 
Jhip\zsi will appear in the next ftage of his 
life. 

Before I lift his lordftiip up into his next Trial (as it 
^nd laft ftage, I (hall remember an incident was faid) of 
Or two, that feH out in the Common Pleas Slef -'uftice 
oefore he left the cofhioh there. One was North. 
^ trial at the bar, which, in. Weftminfter 
Jjall, was called the trial of the lord chief jnf 
tice Norths which drew abundance otauar*- 
tors, more than ufed to be at ftich trials. 
The fancy was, that one of the parties was 
thefether of Mr. Robert Foley, his lordfhip's 
brotbcT-iti-law ; and many concluded that he 
wocrld difcover a partiality in it. The bench 
always carried themfelves fair, and without 
any afiefted oppofition to his lordftiip ; ex- 
cept judge Atkins, who took all opportunities 
to crofs him, and thought to have done it 
fulficiently in this trial. The caufe was of 
a bill of 8co/. whether fatisfted in accounts 
or not ; if not, it was with Foley ; otherwife, 
with one Sands the defendant. The matter 
was very intricate ; and his kndfiiip conduft. 
ed the trial with exa£l order, and tall latitude 
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*' his compank)rB, or of iheraaof the courts 
^ Dver, 150, iaiih that the chief juftice ean^ 
'' tuiit c^cium captijhs fr^hanoiorn contra 
'- voluniMtm aliarum jufiidarifnigm qui jwHh 
^' cabant alium ejft Magis idanaatu This 
" {hews that, if he, who gives an office, finds 
'* one that is idoneus^ it is faffident, although 
'^ another man may be more fit. That, to 
'* remove an officer, it mud be the aA of 
thecoun; and therefore D. 115. a. (aid 
that a difcharge was ex ajfenfa JhciarvM 
fuoTum. That I thought be might be 
fwom in my chamber, as Mr. Worley 
** w^as, who was never fwom in court; ana 
^< neceflity fpeaks when the office becomes 
<' void in vacation time. Nevenhelefs I did 
'' not oppofe ; but he (hould, for folemnity, 
'' take his oaths in court, as Mr. Robinfon 
<' did, after he had been privately fwom. 
'* Whereupon, my brothers infifting no 
'' farther, he was fwom in court, and I put 
'' him in pofleffion, and put on his cap, and 
'' declared I did it in my own right, and not 
*^ as an a6l of the court ; which was in no 
" ways contradi6ied ; and I ordered Mr. 
*^ Robinfon to make his entry as in former 
•* times, which did fully explain it.*' 
«sfpker But^ in this Confirmed ftate of credit with 
the king, it cannot appear ftrange that, 
during we infirmities of the Lord Qiancel- 
lor Nottingham^ his lordfhip, in a fenfe 
almoft univerfal, was his prefumed fucceflbr, 
as if he had been previoufly declared fOi ' 
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Por, while his lordfhip was chief juftice of 
the Common Pleas, he often was conftrainecJ 
to take the place of fpeaker,- and prefide in 
the houfe of lords in the room of my Lord 
JSTottittgham, the chancellor, who, towards 
the latter end of his time, was much afflifted 
with' the gout, and, in other refpefts, , very 
valetudinary. I have known him fit to 
heaf petitions in great pain, and fay that 
his fervants had let him out, though he was 
fitter for his chamber. It was the care of 
the king's minifters to have always a com- - 
tnifiion dormant in the houfe for appointing 
a fpeaker in the 'abfence of the chancellor ; 
eife, the'terd^V' c5omii4g to-JBt, and finding 
BfOine to takfe the woolfacit, Vrould be apt to 
choofe of tbetnfelves ; which Was a precedent 
the court 4id not care (hould be made. By 
thefe vieariat offices in the houfe, his lord- 
(hip was educated to the employ there, 
when it fliould fall to his fhare in chief. 
Having therefore brought his lordftiip to 
the -ne plus ultra of all that his profeflion of 
the law could, by any means, entitle him to, 
we reft him here, ana, after fome few reflec- 
tions upon his condud and charafter, take 
the rife of a new pofture of his employments ; 
which is the fourth and laft ftage, as I have 
defigned, to diftinguilh in the courfe of his 
life, and which I have prefumed to entitle 
his miniftry : and, for that ftation of autho- 
rity, if knowledge be an apt qualification, 
he was a non-pareil ; for, next to Machiavel 
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none ever underftood human nature better. 
He had noted down, one would think, all 
the difguifes and fa'fe pretences that ill men 
ufe, and, not only all the common frauds of 
men but, alfo, the great cheats of the court, 
and officers of the revenue. All which are 
brought together, and put with fome matters 
hiftorical and political ; which, if required, 
may fpeak for therafelves, and prove that 
what I fay is neither hyperbolical nor par- 
tial. 

But this diflinftion of his lordfliip's mini- 
ftry is not defigned to exclude the former 
time, that is, after he was called to the privy 
council, and then to the cabinet, which 
happened before he had the great feal com- 
mitted to him ; for, then alfo, he was really 
a minifter of ftate, and was fo looked upon, ■ 
and refpefted at court. And this brings into 
my mind fome pleafantries of his lordfhip ■ 
Upon that lubjeft. Once, in a good hu- 
mour, and laughing at himfeif, he told us i 
that he found, by two infallible tokens, he . 
was thought to have a confiderable intereft 
at Whitehall. One was the refpeft paid 
him ■ by the foreign embaffadors, and the ■ 
other was the Lord Craven's whifpering. 
As lor the firll, he obferved that, in the 
rooms at Whitehall, whenever any of the 
embalfadors looked towards him, and thought 
he perceived it, they very formally bowed: 
and for the other, that is the Lord Craven, 
he was an old foldier of the German difci- 
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"piine, and, being alfo an old cavalier, had a 
chief commancT in tlie guards. Among 
other of his foibles, which were not a few, 
one was to teem intimate with rifingmen, and 
that by moftfaftidious whifpering of politicks 
in their ear. Tiiis inconvenience had found 
his lordfhip out ; and when he was put paft 
his patience, and efcaped to his friends, he 
ijjed to call him an ear-wig. To conclude 
this with a merry tlory. The king, feeing 
the Lord Dorfet, a prime wit of the time. 
Handing ferioufly under the infliftion of the 
Lord Craven's whifpering for a conliderable 
time together, after they were parted, aflted 
hiro very gravely. What it was thai my Lord 
Craven [aid to &im? He anfwered, as grave- 
ly. That my lord was pleafed to tchifper, but 
be did not think it manners to hearken. 

But to proceed, as I hinted, to fomewhat Carried tim- 
of charafler, fuch as might be obfervable in ^^ lllJ^ai 
this ftage of his lordfhip's life. Now, in the pnw coun- 
height of his reputation, he knew well that ''^""*- 
the two grand parties, Papifl: and Fanatic, 
were always urging their (everal projefts at 
court; and. if either got ground, it would 
be to his difadvantage; the former to re- 
move, and the other to ruin him. And he 
confidered alfo that no {lability at court 
will continue long, but novelties will, 
more or lefs, obtrude. Thefe confiderations 
filled him with thought; the rather becaufe 
he could difcern a rifing ennulation, under 
him, of fuch as, if they could not wound. 
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laboured to defame him ; whereof I fbaU 
have enough to fay afterwards. Thefe 
matters made him carry himfelf fleadily in 
the king's fervice, not only as judge, but 
counfelior; and in fuch manner as, living 
and dying, whatever happened, he Ihould 
have his juftification (in his own mind at 
leaft) full and complete, « 

Ciicrced ail The family, of which his lordfliip was 
tbS'in- descended, in almoll all the branches of it, 
ciined la it. was moll fufccptible of paflion. But his 
lordfhip was efteemed free from that weak- 
nefs, Being, in all his judiciary courfe, a 
moll patient hearer, and fcarce ever per- 
ceived to fall under the impotence and 
indifcretion, either in fpeech or behaviour, 
which angry men are obnoxious to. He 
ufed to argue men into good order, rather 
than chide. He was not eafy under imper- 
tinence; but gave way to it, if it came itt 
the regular courfe of" practice ; but, when 
out of order, he Icfs endured it. And when 
men were pervicacious before him, and 
would not acquiefce in his reafons, his way 
was to fting with a pointed word or two; 
but never loft himfelf fo as to vilify and 
revile over and over again, or difcover any 
diftemper in his mind. And, for all this, I 
know he was, at the bottom, as much in- 
clined to palhon, as any one of his race ever 
was; but his judgment (hewed him the vani- 
ty, or rather mifchiefs, of fuch diforders 
and his reafon, and the force of his refolu- 
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om, enabled him, on all occafions, to con- 
tain himfelf, and to curb the very firfl rifings 
of paffion ; and that in fuch a decree, that 
he was taken almoft for an infenfible; and 
fome of the courtiers fancied that lie was a 
man that any thing might be put upon. It 
frequently happened that his lordihip, being 
provoked, would warm, as I could difcern by 
the air of his countenance; but few, lefs 
acquainted with him, could perceive any 
thing of it ; and he was the more filent, as 
he flifcerned any fuch emportment in him- 
felf; and accordingly atfetled a temper, and 
forbore to fay many things he fhould have 
utteredj if he had not difcerned the rifing. 
Sometimes ill people, efpecially of the Fana. 
tics, would importune him in a manner that 
made him believe they did it on purpofe to 
divide him from his temper, and, by fome 
imprudent behaviour or fpeeches, expofe 
himfelf: for they, who were offenders, and 
muft abide the correftion of the law, defired 
that the judge would fliew an inordinate paf- 
fion, that it might be thought they fuffered 
under his difplealiire, rather than as breakers 
of the law. Inthefe cafes, which were very 
frequent before him, he ufed to be as tame 
as a lamb ; but failed not to pronounce cri- 
tically the law, with manifeft reafoning, 
which difappointed them every way. And 
furely, if ever there was a workman at curb- 
ing all efforts of paffion, it was he: and 
thole, in whofe way he flood, and were called 
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the Fanatic party, had an inveterate defire, 
if by any means they could, to get rid of 
him ; for he was one againfl: whom no fnares 
had any fuccefs, and no advantage could be 
gained. If he had been a difTolutc, ranting 
man, as fome were, or a weak, impofable 
wretch, they bad liked him much better. 
In a word; of one, by nature, paflionate, 
ufe had made him habituallv miid and tem- 
perate. 
iPaffion a His lordfhin was bred in foro contcniiofo, 

lymptom of j,nd had ftudicd the art of advantages, as 
gamefters exquifitely praftife; and, in that 
fchoolj it is a principal maxim, that if you 
cannot gain upon the adverfary, be Jure let 
him not gain ufon you. Accept the play of- 
fered; but offer none, for fear of being crofs 
bit. And the foundation of this noble art 
is to manage fo as to put the adverfary into 
a paffion, and to be calm yourfelf. I have 
heard his lordfliip difcourfe much upon this 
fubjeft : and he faid that paffion had a credit 
with him; for wherever it appeared, he 
commonly found the lionefly lay. He 
could difcern often, when wrangles came 
before him, the fteps of a knave, in working 
the adverfary, and then making his advantage 
againft him. As for inftance, the knave ' 
wouidftand the being accufed of all the evil ' 
that could be uttered by an intemperate ^ 
man againft him, and not be moved ; for, ' 
perhaps, he knew it all to be true. Then 
would he give the other a dry lafli or two, ' 
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that put him into a palTion that made him 
guihy of many indecencies. And then he 
would reply mildly, Pray, Sir, contain your- 

Jelf, J fliall fay nothing but what is true. 
Trite ? laid the other in a rage, and went 
on. Then the knave turned to the judge, 
and, my lord, (aid he, you fee ibis gentleman 
hath conceived a difpkajure againji me; I 
know not for what; I never did him any 
•wrong. And then proceeded to charge all 
their difference upon the other's paffionate 
quarrelfome humour. His lordfhip was, 
for this reafon, apt to think paffionate men 
honeft, becaufe palTion, from the nature of 
the thing, is always in earneft. But as to 
his lordlnip's command of his own paflion 
in cafes of difpleafure, and how, with nice 
turns of fpeech, he often ufed to divert the 
matter, 1 fhall give an inftance or two. 
Once a carrier had grofsly abufed him, and 
to a confiderable lofs. Now, faid he. If / 
had not been a lavyyer, IJhould certainly have 

fued this man. And upon a like abufe, 
which no man could well have borne with 
patience, he only faid, Now Jhould I be very 
angry with this fellow, if it would do me any 
good. I remember, at his table, a llupid 
fervant fpilc a glafs of red wme upon his 
point band and cloaihs. He only wiped his 
face and cloaths with the napkin, and, Here, 
faid he, take this away; and no more. I do 
believe that this feeming apathy, which was 
fjie effeft of his reafon, and jull eftimate of 
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things with refpedt to his chara£ler, and 
good^ or evil coniequcnces, was prejudicial 
to him at court ; for the trickers and jefters 
there (as I hinted before) thought he would 
bear any thing. But he (hewed moft of 
them, and to their faces, that he knew how 
to refent ; as I have touched, on occafion of 
the calumny of the Rhinoceros, in proper 
place. 
Impudence There were yet fome occafions of his juf- 
in council ^^ ^^^^ whcreupon he thought it neceffary to 
cedV reprehend (harply. As when counfel pre* 

tended folemnly to impofe nonfenfe upon 
him, and when he had deah plainly with 
them, and yet they perfifted, this was what 
he could not bear, and, if he ufed them ill, 
it was what became him, and what they 
defer ved. And then his words made deep 
fcratches; but ftill with falvo to his own 
di^ily, which he never expofed by impotent 
chiding. The propereft inftances, that I 
can give of this temper, will be the (hewing 
(bme impudent aflfertions of the times urgn. 
to him, or where he came, with no reafon or 
law, but being utterly againft both, and only 
the will and pleafure ot a fa£lion, to war- 
rant the brafen nonfenfe, was extant to 
maintain them. Thefe his lordlhip had fet 
down in a paper, and titled them Impudent 
Aflfertions, to which I will annex a poftil for 
explanation. 
Impudent af. 1, That a Off/^r^ (hould 1 1n thcfamous 
fernons. not rcmove an indiftmcnt. i reign of Ig- 
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noramus, the grand juiy of Middlefex, 
thought fit to indift the Duke of Ydrk^ the 
king's brother, for not coming to church 
for a month, that is, for recufancy ; and it 
was thought fit that the indiftment (hould 
be removed, from the feflions at the Old 
Bailey, up to the King's Bench, in order to a 
lion prof, there; and, accordingly, a, artio^ 
ran was brought and delivered to the officer; 
Then comes a ferjeant at law to move that 
it might not be allowed. His lordfhip was 
then the fenior judge upon the bench, and 
gave the rule. He afked the ferjeant with 
what confidence he could come there to 
pretend that the court of Oyer and Termi- 
ner fhould not obey the proccfs of the 
fuperior court of King's Bench ? But no- 
thing, that he could lay, would filence the 
ferjeant, who ftili urged that the indiftment 
ought not to be removed; than which 
nothing could be more provoking to his 
lordfhip, who only told the ferjeant he /poke 
with a cadence 9 but all^ that be /aid, Jig^lfi^^ 
nothing. This fhort reproof fell fo unluckily, 
that the worthy ferjeant, for many years 
after, among the lawyers, was called Jack 
Cadence. 
2- That the fheriffs of-. 

London were judges i ^^ j^j • ^ 
m the common hall, V^ 
and that it was thei^^^^^^- 
huftings court. ) 
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3* That an Habeas Cor- | Thde gentlei- 
pus did not lie for Mr. i tleniennad,ui 
Pepys and Sir Anthony v their hands. 
Dean, and they not deli- / the affiurs oE; 
vered upon it 'till adiflb* 1 the navy; and 
lution. ^ being crea*. 

tares (as it was termed) of the Duke cf 
York (and their places very profitable)- 
there was a fierce difpolition to remove' 
them. And, thereupon, faflious crimes 
were ftirred up; as (for inflance) that they 
revealed to the French the ftate of our navy; 
for which the only evidence was a gentleman 
who faw, at Paris, a lift, ivhich mud be 
prefumed to have come from them. Where- 
as it was no other but a lift formerly pub- 
lifhed by order of the Admiralty, and cried 
about the ftreets in London. But, in fafi, 
thefe gentlemen were committed by the 
houfe of commons, as for crimes at large^ 
triable at the common law, and not for 
either contempt of the houfe, or breach of 
privilege. But, notwithftanding all thatj * 
upon counfel urging that the Habeas Corpus ' 
did not lie, they could have no law for their 
liberty, till the • parliament was diflblved. 
His lordfhip was no judge where that caufe .' 
came; but he ufed to exaggerate the mon- 
ftrous impudence of counfel that infifted 
fo iniquitably. 

4. That the king cannot 1 This is largely 

pardon an impeachment. J treated ot in 

the Examen. But, in his lordfliip's fenfe^ 
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I the q tteftion was juft as fair, as if they had 
^^"j.that the government of England was 
iionarchicai. The king was the pro- 
ftor of all pubHc juftice ; which all people 
allow. And what {hould dlftinguilh away 
His right in one court, viz. the houfe of 
peers, more than in all the reft? And like- 
wife, when one body of men are theaccufers; 
, that is, have the part to inflame, more than 

f another? Unlefs it be faid that the 

arefharers in the fovereignty. 
I 5. Prifoner not acquit, -\ This is the cafe 
but the jury difcharged, I of Whitebread 
and the lame witncfsVthe jefuit, and 
afterwards fpake fuller, Iwill be found 
and convi6led, -^more fully in the 

Examen. There was a double enormity 
here-, firft, not trying the pnfoner when all 
things were ready, and the jury charged. 
Next, taking the fame teftimony, only new 
inftrufted. But his lordfhip might be in- 
wardly difpleafed at this and the next. It 
is furc enough he did not appear in public 
lo refift either. Which muft be charged 
upon the ardor of the times, and the fruit- 
leflhefs of appearing; and, if that be not 
caufe enough of filence, it mufl: remain, 
orthis lordfliip's part, unanfwered. 
6. Confute dying fayings, \ This was un- 
' in order to convitl others. J der the fame 
rage of the times. His lordQiip was not 
prefident to manage the trials. I can well 
rfraember him bitterly concerned at the 
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impudence of fuch proceedings ; but { 
knew not how to help them. 

His lordfliip was commonly reputed- 
high flier, or prerogative-man. It 
enough that his judgment was to give the 
crown ali its lawful prerogatives ; and he 
would willingly have confented that it fhould 
have had, in fome cafes, title to more; as I 
have (hewed in his lordfhip's miniftry. Bui 
that he was not equally juft to the people in 
all their rights, as well of form as fuboance, 
is utterly fajfe. If we juftly regard his ceft- 
furers, it will be found that his chief blaiue, 
at the bottom, was only that he would not 
facrifice the law to the iniquity of the times, 
and, contrary to manifcft duty, deny juftice 
to the crown: and foin other circumilancc!, 
as faftion favoured. This was demonftratfd 
by the fequel ; for while he was of opinion 
that the Tory party, in the temper of ihofe 
times, purfutd the true intereft of England, 
that is to fupport tlic church and crown, 
according to the legal eftablKhment of both, 
Jie was a Tory, as they called it. But when 
the Tory party, or rather Ibme pretended 
ieadcrs, exceeded in joining with fuch ts 
.exalted the power of the crown above the 
law, and fought to pull down the church; 
then he was dropped from the Tory lili 
and turned Trimmer. And fo any 6:0 
honeft man fhall find himfelf, as it were, 
changed; when, in truth, he is the fame; 
only the world, to which the change belongs, 
paffeth by him. 
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• I have heard his lordftiip difcourfe much wi"g ^^^ 
"of ignotniriious diftinftions, and particularly ^^^/ 
fltot of Whig and Tory. I have given the 
Ittftory of this party diftinftion in the Exa- 
men J where I nave fhewed that the faftion 
begati thfe gamei and not the loyal party, 
it fome now would perfuade us: fo (hall 
fey Only that when the exclufion bill, to 
dffinherk the Duke of York, was brought 
forth, all the faflious people, and their libels, 
cKimed in to defame the duke ; and, among 
other topicks, that of entertaining the Irim 
Actt was one. Whereupon his friends were 
termed Bog-trotters, wiki Irifh, or, which 
means the feme thing, Tories. And there 
Wte fubh a pregnancy of contempt in that 
irad; as made it current ; and the Loyalifts 
hid it tl every turn, with the epithets of 
dtomed, confounded, and the like. His 
terdftiip obferved that the Loyalifts were 
not at all afliamedof the name, but took and 
Wned it as their honour; which he faid 
Was the beft way to fruftratc the wicked 
intent of the other fide, which was to caft 
an ignominy upon them. And fo the pri- 
Initive Chriftians did; for that, which the 
Heathen caft in their faces as the greateft 
Jfeproach, they accounted their glory, which 
Was the crofs. But it was not long before 
the Tories made full payment by the term 
Whig; as will be found more particularly 
t'elated in that book. 
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and kaeW the trick of blinding a judg?. by 
riifitt^ mi(b, or impofing faife colours. 
No art or cunning in bufinefs was new to 
hiffl; and^ when it was his turn^ no counfel 
could gain upon his fteadinefs, by any ftra* 
\ tagem they could invent to put upon him* 
He: was; ever beforehand with them, and 
flicwed he knew their tendencies ; though 
the greateft artifts that have been known m 
Weftminfter Hall, as Mainard, Jones^ &c. 
praftifed under him. 

At his firft entrance upon his judicial irreconcile- 
employinent, he bent his mind to find out and^orgwh^^^^ 
ways of.eafing the people, that had the ill 
fortune to be Drought under the jurifdiftion 
of Wcfttoinfter Hall, either as plaintiffs or 
defendants. I have already fhewed how 
much a friend he was to a publick regifter 
of titles. He was a declared adverfary of 
all frauds, fraudulent conveyances, and for- 
gery. He was never fo alert in all his 
laculties, as when, upon examination or 
trial, he fufpefted any fuch falfities. After 
he had fat on niji prius caufes in London 
and Middlefex, where commonly a conflant 
fet of men attended upon juries, efpecially 
in London, a competent time, he was fo 
much in credit witn them by his clear way 
of prelcnting the fafts to their confideration, 
and his juft reafoning thereupon, that they 
very feldom, if ever, found againft his opi- 
nion. And, with this charafter, I clofe 
this third, or judicial, ftage of his lordfhip's 
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life: as to which, and the reft, 1 may be 
thought ovev much his friend in exprefling 
fo much good, and fo little evil, of his lord- 
fliip; which, with fome, may feem above 
human frail nature to allow. But I am 
ferious, and write as if I were fworn; en- 
tirely affured that all the good is true, and 
the evil of him no other, nor more in any 
refpeft, than in this work I havecxpreffed. 
o The Lord Keeper Finch (as was hinted 
before) had been an unhappy valetudina- 
rian; and, about the time when the king 
began to be at eafe, and free from the 
brigues of plots, declined very fait, and, ai 
length, feldom came fonh, and was jafl 
able to do bufinefi in chancery, which was 
familiar and eafy to him; but the affairs at 
court had forfakcn him, or rather he them. 
and all fenled upon his lordfhip's (boulders, 
who dealt with all imaginable friendship and 
candor, with refpefl to my lord chancellor: 
kept troublefome matters i'rom him, and 
when it was necefTary for him to be trouhled. 
or if any perfons were perceived to be 
creeping towards him with fnaring propo- 
fitions, his lordlhip always prevented them, 
by giving the chancellor intimation, and 
friendly hints; fo that, in his weaknefs, he 
was feldom or ue\er furprifed ; than M-hich 
there could not have been greater inllances 
of fervice done him. And I believe there 
mever was predeceflbr and fuccefl'or fuch 
cordial friends to each other, and, in every 
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Ttfpeft, mutually afiiflant; as thofe tw6 
Wre. His loi:d(hip's often taking hi& 
cufliion in the boyfe of peers in hjs ahfence, 
and aftingj.iflt many things^ ^s co-chancellor, 
made it no wonder if, ^t hw utn^oft dqclen- 
fion, his lordftiip was, by the whole nation, 
VQted into his feat. 

And therefore I come now to his loid(hip's intelligence 
laft and higheft ftep of preferment in h'\s>^^ vviadfor. 
profeflion, which was the cuftbdy of the 
gre^t feal of England. ^ And, for conformity 
of language, I call this a. preferment/; but, in 
truth (and as his lordfliip underftpod) it was 
the decadience of all the joy and comfort off 
his life; a:nd, ir^ftead of a fplicity, ascdm- 
monly reputed, it wa^a dife^fQ, lil^e a cpch 
. Cjmptiou,, which renderedf him hea^rtlcfs *rjd 
^piritedfe till death camej iwhich oftly could 
comjjlete his cure. Whsrt the }<>xd keeper 
lay knguifhing, his lordftw'p (beirig . ncWlijc 
feiurnOT; from Windfor) witji a charge of 
privacy, told usi that he had th^re received 
m intimation; that, thi^ greatt feal woulci be 
put into his hf^ods ; aaskd that he; had repne^ 
footed himfeir m mc4l unfit- fej the places 
and, witii alt his ar4i s^^d (kiU, had decliried 
it. U feemed tha^ thi^ igmnatioisir Ws from 
the king hinsi fi^. Hi^ lovdihip ieeixred then 
incline^ ox ratheir refol vedk, if it were offered^ 
to^rcfufeitj. • 

Tfee tenor of our difcpjurfe with him, oaReafons, as 
thi^ Qc^afioo, was, that it feeined impoffibJc *^ *f^^p""g 
fof him tocarjy it off fq; for all agreed, liV^i '''' 
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that, as things then flood, he was the only 
perfon capable of the place : and while it 
appeared that the king's fervice was deeply 
concerned, if his majefty commanded, how 
could he refufe? It would be faid that, 
having been already fo well preferred and 
honoured by the king, who had a fingular 
Value and refpeft for him, and, by the influ- 
ence of his majefly's favour, he had greatly 
advanced his fortunes; now, in the crifis of 
his affairs, when his lordfhip's fervice, in that 
poft, was, not only ufeful but, in a fort, 
neceflary, he muft fubmit as a condemned 
perfon, or incur the cenfure of tergiverfation 
and ingratitude, and have no eafe in his 
thoughts, on that account, as long as he 
lived, if he fliould not conform to his majef- 
ty*s pleafure in this great emergence. So 
we. But he might think, and not without 
reafon, that we regarded our own advantage 
by his promotion: fo there was felf-interefl 
in perfuading him fo much to his inconve- 
nience. But, at length, he owned himfclf 
convinced that he could not peremptorily 
refufe the feal; not fo much for wnat we ' 
had alledged to him, but the ftate of the 
times, which inextricably obliged him to 
the fervice of the crown in this conjunfturc. 
Befides, if he rudely broke off, he wounded 
his intereft, and could not anfwer that favour 
enough would furvive to keep him in the 
place he now had ; nor that faftion would 
not play higher at him than ever it had donci 
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X herefore he muft make good his ground,; 
^nd not be retrograde, and fo keef> entire 
his proteflion: But yfet, asf he fiiid, h^ 
would never accfept the feal Without a pen- 
fion along with it. And this is plain enough 
firom the hints his lordftiip left behind him; 
which I have fet down a$ ibllows : 
Defire to avoid aind fileftce.^ Thefe are all Hints of his 
Lbfd chanceilot dies/ nouiinfetiesof thej^J^^^^^^^ 
tice, arfd declinfe with6ut>fam€ niatter : greTt feau 
penfion. Seals deliver j atid i therefore I "^ 
mannei*. ■ > ' "^ -^fllall purfue 

them as they lie. It appears firft, that, when 
the intimation wa* given to his lordftiip, h6 
made no anfwef; which is underftood by 
the word filence. After the Lord Chan- 
cellor Finch was dead, and fome time before^ 
all the handles, that could be, were held out 
ais temptations to him to fue for the 'placei 
This was the cunning of the Lord Rochef- 
ter, then chief in the treafury, who was 
working the bufbandly point to fave the 
^penfion ; which he might, perhaps, do better 
if the place were afkcd, than if it were pro- 
fered. But his lordfliip, as he wrote, 
an{wered all with filence. But this artful 
proceeding of the Lord Rochefter was plain 
enough to be difcerned ; and his lordfhip 
Would have fmelt a fubtiler trap than that. 
Whea the time was taken at Whitehall, to 
make the profer from thie king direSly, - his 
lordfhip infifted not to accept, iunlefs- a 
penfion vras . added. • For * the ' cll8irge,i ', of 

I 2 
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living in that high ftation, was not anfwere^ ] 
by tiic ordinary profits of the feal ; and he j 
could not, without his majeily's bounty, l 
fuch as had been allowed to his predeceflbr, 
undertake to comport with that dignity as 
his majefty's honour and fervice required, 
and would be expeftcd from him. His j 
lordlhip was much.oppofed, and argued with .' 
upon this point, with perfuafions not to 
capitulate. It was dangerous to do it, and 
not for the king's fervice; for fuch, being 
now yielded to, would rivet a precedent. \ 
The Lord Nottingham liad indeed a penfion; ' 
and now another would turn it to a falary, 
as of courfe, to charge the crown. It would . 
be much better to accept the feal, and rely ' 
upon his majefty's goodnefs, who doubtlefs 
would do better things in a way of bounty, 
than upon terras. But thefe, and other 
court fyllogifms, were fitter for chickens, 
that would peck at Ihadows, than for his 
lordfliip, who, all the while, refentcd their 
ill ufage, and mean opinion of him; and 
one, of lefs temper than his lordfhip, would 
fcarce have borne it. But, his lordHiip per* 
filling, it was condefcended to, that he Ihould 
have a penfion of ■ ooo^. per annum; and 
then his lordlhip fcemed contented to accept, 
and the king came, and put the feal (in tlie 
purfe) into his lordftiip's hand, faying Here, 
my lord, take if ,• you wiUJind it heavy. And 
therein his majcily afled the prophet, as 
MCCll.»s tjft&ktpg; fof, i)Pt iopg bcfete ^ 



lordftiip's laft (icknefs, he told me, and di- 
^erfe other of his friends, that he had riot 
enjoyed one eafy and contented ininute Jince he ^ 
Aad tkeftal. 

The evening when he went, upon this I'^ffi"" at ni 
errand, to Whitehall, fome of us ftaid in ex- "^*^^* 
pe6iation of his coming home, which vrai^ 
not till near ten ; little doubting the change 
that was to happen. At laft he tame with 
iTiore fplutter than ordinary, diverfe perfons 
(for honour) waiting upon him, andf others 
attending to wifh him joy, and a rabble of 
officers, that belonged to the feal, compleat- 
inff the croud, which filled his little houfe. 
His lordfhip, by difpAtchirtg thefe incum- 
brances, got himfelf clear as mft as he could ; 
and then^ I alone ftaid with him. He took 
a turn or two in his dining room, and lrai4 
nothing; by which I perceived his fpirits 
vere very much roiled: therefore I kept 
filence alfo, expefting what would follow. 
There was no need of afking what news, 
when the purfe, with the great feal, lay 
upon the table. At laft his lordftiip's dif- 
courfes and aftions difcovered that he was 
in a very great paflioni fuch as may be 
termed agony; or which I nevier faw in him 
any like appearance fince I firft knew him. 
He^had kept it in long; and, after he was 
free, it broke out with greater force : and, 
accordingly, he mide ufe of me to eafe his 
mind upon. That, which fo ipuch troubled 
him, was the being thought fo weak as to 
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jtake ill ufage from thofc about the king 
7 meaning the Earl of Rochefter) with whon^ 
ne had lived well, and ought to have been 
better underftood! And, inftead of cpmmoii 
friendftip, to b,e hagglecj jyithal fibout a 
penfion, as at the purchafe of an horfe or an 
ox ; and after he had declared poptively not 
to accept without a peniion, as if he were 
fo frivolous to infift and defift all in a moy 
ment ; and, as it were, p be wheedled and 
charmed by their infignificant tropes ; and, 
what was worft of all, as he more than once 
repeated, tq thJnk mc worthy of fo great 4 
trifft, arid witfyal fo little ar^d mean as to en- 
durefuch ufage, as was dif obliging^ in^^onftflent^ 
and uTfujferakle. What have I done, faid he, 
that ' may give them caufe to think me of fa 
foor a fpirii as to be thus trifled with? And 
fo on, with much more of like animofity, 
which I cannot Undertake to remember! 
And, after tjiefe exhalations, I could perceive 
that, by degrees, his mind became more 
tompoled; ^nd time, that conquers all 
things, diffipated thefe pprfoqal refentments^ 
and made way for troubles of a ftronger 
impreflidn. ' And afterwards, like a good 
chriftian, he forgot and forgave, making no 
dependances, or troubles, to himfelf ojr 
others, efpecially not to offend the king, 
OH account of any diftaffe ; but correfpondec| 
and co-operated, with all thofe which his 
inajefty thought fit to ferve him, with alj 
eaunefs and affability* This is a method not 
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much pra£lifed by courtiers and infulting 
favourites, who breathe nothing but ruin 
and deftruftion to al] that offend them; but 
in the eafe and happinefs of a monarch, a 
jewel not inferior to any that can Ihine in his 
crown. After this, his lordfliip applied him- 
felf to the ellabhlhment of his family and 
officers. He went to Weftminfter Hall, 
the fir II time, as ufua!, with an honourable 
parade of nobility, &c, for honour attending 
him. It was fome time before he could be 
polfefled of the great houfe in Queen-flreet, 
where the feal had been formerly kept, and 
had a room fitted for hearing motions, and 
caufes in equity. And, till then, he kept 
his days in the MiddlcrTem pie- Hall, elfe he 
moved not but when he went to take his 
ultimate reft at Wjroxton. 

By his acceptance of the great feal, he H'sturtheij 
became, as before of the law, fo now of^'"^ ■ 
equity, a chief, or rather fole, juftice. And, 
more than that, he mufl: be a direftor of the 
EngUfii affairs at court, as chief minifter of 
ftate with refpeft to legalities, for which he 
was thought refponfible. So what with 
equity, politicks, and law, the cares and 
anxieties of his lordlhip's life were exceed- 
ingly encrealed : for either of thefe provinces 
brought too much upon the fhoulders of 
any one man, who cordially and confcienti- 
oufly efpoufeth the duty required of him, 
JO be eahly borne. 

As for the bufinefs of the chancery^ our The chancery 

court »{y to 



72 THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

hisiordftiip. work will bc fhort; becaufc that province 
The "ieami ^^^ r j^j lordfhip ; cxcept onlv when 

his time was retrenched lo that he couia 
not fufficiently attend it. He had been a 
capital praftifer there as folicitor and attor- 
ney-general, and in the front of bufinefi for 
many years; which made the whole tour 
of that court familiar to him. The greateft 
pain he endured, moved from a fenfe he 
had of the torment the fuitors underwent 
by the exceffive charges and delays of the 
court. For the eafing of whom, he was 
always in thought, more or lefs, to contriw 
ways and means of expedition, and retrench- 
ment of charges. As the bufinefs of that 
court is more, and of greater value* than that 
of other courts, fo are the abufes more felt; 
and, confequently, his lordfhrp was more in* 
' tenfe in his meditations lo regulate them. 
And the truth is, a court, as that is, with 
officers and fees proper for a little bufinefs, 
fuch as the judiciary part anciently was, 
coming to pbflefs almoft all the jultice of 
the riatiofl, muft needs appear troubled. 
For it began with common petitions, and 
the defenaant's anfwer wrote on the back 
of it. And, when the procefs was young, 
a fubpdna^^ wliich was a legal writ, and at- 
tachment upon it for difobedience, carried 
great terror. But when the terror of that 
abated, and defendants came in but flackly, 
then addition was given to the terror, and pro^ 
claraations were to be made upon the fecond 
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itKichment, if the ptvty hid away frtom the 
Sfft ; and ifthat fecond protlamatibn did not 
Fright him in, then he was a rebel, aha com- 
milfibners, that is, a petit army, Wa5 raifed 
to fetch hitn in, as ftiahdihg out in rebellion; 
and there was an end. But if he w&s caught 
and efcaped, then the kitig*s ferjeAtit at arms 
went to look for him. But fequeftrations 
wfcre not heard of till the Lord G6vfentry*s 
time, wheri Sit Johii Read lay in the Fleet 
(with icdcto/. irt an iirOh calh-cheft in his 
chimbet*) for difobedienee to a decree, and 
would not fubmit and pay the duty; This 
being reprefented to tne lord keeper as a 
grtat contempt and affront put upon the 
Court, he authorifed men to go and break 
up his iron cheft, and pay the duty and cofts, 
and leave the reft to hirft, and dilcharged his 
commitnlent; from thence tame fequeflta- 
tiohs; which now are fbeftablifhed a* to run 
of courfe tffter all other procefs fails, and is 
but in nature of a grand diftrefs, the beft 
procefs at commptt law after a fummons, 
liich ai B, /ubpdsna is; what need all that 
girieVance and delay of the intervening 
procefs? 

•His lordfhip was fenfible of the prodigious Senfibie of, 
i«jtiftice and iniquitable tortnent inflifted *^"^ '^^^'\^''\ 
Upon fuitors by vexatious and falfc adverfa-aiie^vTitin"^ 
iriesi aflifted by the knavifh confederating that court. 
joSictt^i and otner chicaneurs that belong to 
ifte co\j^t He wfes' no lefs defirous heartily 
to a^ ply al^;thfe r^hicfdy he Was able to fo 
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Of the Lord 
Bridgman, 
Lord Not- 



bury. 



malignant a difeafe, of which he had had fn 
experience; and he had frequently obfervi 
it in the courfe of his praftice. For ti 
Lord Keeper Bridgman, and Lord Notiin(^ 
ham, gave all liberty to counfel and officersj 
fo that then the not very commendable tra(' 
of the court ran high. 

The Lord Bridgman, who was a \erf 
good common law judge, made a very ba4 
chancellor. For his timidous manner of 
Lord Shaftf. Creating and judging abundance of points, 
'"""''■ feme on one fide, and feme on anotheri 

and, if poflible, contriving that each Ihouid 
have a competent fiiare, made work for 
regifters, folicitors, andcounlel, who drefled 
up caufes to fit his humour. Then came 
my Lord Shafifbury like the month of 
March, as they fay, in like a lion, and out like 
a lamM. For he fwaggered and vapoured 
what affes he would make of all the counfel 
at the bar; but was foon reduced, as is 
more fully declared in the Examen. The 
Lord Nottingham, formerly attorney -ge- 
neral, came in and fat there a great many 
years. During his time, the bufinefs, I can- 
not fay the juftice, of the court flourtIhe4 
exceedingly. For he was a formalift, and 
took pleafure in hearing and deciding; and 
gave way to all kinds of motions the counfel 
would offer: fuppofing that, if he fplit the 
hair, and, with his gold fcales, determined 
reafonably on one fide of the motion, juflice 
was nicely done. Not imagining wha^ 
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torment the people endured, who werje 
.^rawn froqa tne law, and there toft in a 
blanket. 

His lordftiip coming after, and knowing Hislordfliip's 
how much the fuitors endured by this flou- ^*^^ *"^ ™®"' 

• n • r 1 1 1 • tnod ofintro- 

rilhmg ot the court, and havmg no content ducing his 
in any thing but the fubftance of juftice, amendments 
and difpatch of the fuitors, and ever ac- J^" J^^^^^^^^^^^ 
counting that jinreiafonable delays were the 
fame in the mean, as injuftice was in the 
end ; and that it often made the fuitor quit 
his right, rather than live upon the rack in 
purfuing it; bent his thoughts to compaf§ 
^ tolerable regulation of the court. It may 
be afked wh^t came of all this ? For furely 
fomewhat confiderable muft be done by way. 
of reform, when his lordfliip not only faw 
the necefTity, but had power to amend faults. 
As for that, I muft inform that his lordftiip 
confidered the nature of alterations ; and 
that, when folks defign very fairly to ftop 
one hole, two or more ftiall fpring in the 
room of it. So very hard is it to forefee 
events, and to meet with the bad praftices of 
(Corrupt agents. He was refolved to make 
and publim a book of rules and orders for 
)the dfre£lion' of the officers, clerks, an4 
folicitors in their praftice, and for the ad- 
yantage of the fuitqrs, in the beft manner he 
could contrive. But he thought it not a 
right method, as fome have done, at the very 
jfirft to fall on with a volume of alterations^ 
before he had made fome experiences in the 
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court, and confulted the clerks, and the bafi 
as he often did afterwards in public, to heat 
what they could alledge for, or againft, any 
thing he thought fit to propbfe to them, 
when the inconvenience, to be removed, 
was flagrant in court. And, accbrdinglyi 
he fat and difpatched the bufin*fs of the 
court, and, as occafion profered, he declared 
his mind, and retrenched nniany fuperfluities, 
or rather nuifances, in the court, Anorficr 
thing, that made him decline falling fo early 
upon a book of orders, was, that it would 
give fo great alarm to the bar, and officers, 
with the folicitors, as would make th^rii 
confederate, and demur, and, by making a 
tumult and diflurbance, endeavour to hinder 
the doing any thing of that kind, which they 
would apprehend to be very prejudicial 10 
their interefts. Whereas, if the mattfeh 
were prefented in court on fit occafions, 
which would offer themfelves frequently, 
the work would almofl do itfelf by degrees; 
which, all at once, would meet with gt^t 
oppofition. And after he had thus beck- 
fionally putin prafticethe chief of his intedd- 
ed regulations, and feen, in fome meafiifc 
, the confequences of them, he might, with 
more affurance, and better fatisfa6lioii to 
himfelf and others, bring all together into a 
firm eftablifhment, by an aniple'fettletnfeiit 
of the courfe in praftice, to be obferved for 
the future. 
Retrencbed And, purfuaut to this^ propofition Ussik 

motions for 
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tohjinfelf, he began firft to refcind all roo- fpeeding and 
miis for Speeding and delaying the hearing ^g^^^]'"^^^ 
of caufes bffide the ordinary rule of court, 
^nd this lopped off a limb of the mption 
jir^icse. I have heard Sir John Churchill, 
a iaa?GUs chancery pra6li&r, fay, that in his 
wallf:, ' frora Lincoln's- Inn, down to the 
Temple-H^U, where (in the Lord Keeper 
fiFJjdgoiaQ's tiqie) caufes and motions (put of 
*?)?ff ). were Heard^ he had taken 28A with 
br^yiat^fc. only for motions and defences for 
i)^9ening and i^etarding hearings. His Ifptifd- 
Ibip.fa^. that the rule of the court allowed 
t^ enpiigh for any one to proceed or de- 
fen^; ^nd if, for fpecial reafons, he (bould 
giv? wayi^ tQ orders for timing matters, it 
yffiixld let if) a deluge of vexatious pretences : 
^Ipi^h, true or fa^> being aflerted by the 
^{HinDpl with equal affurance, diflraded the 
%9^rt, an<l; confounded the fuitors. He ufed 
tp <jojninpnd\the common law for the pre- 
(i/eiii^f$ of its rules. There men knew their 
I^Hies to ple^d, to give notices, to enter 
)ijic%mei>ts, &c^ and he would have the tike 
4pi]ie ip the. chancery. Therefor e^ faid he, 
Igfi^/oyaur hjts: you know the courfe and the 
9PIC; do Oficoriingly^ and you Jkall have the 
km^i ^4: fiot be hajiened or deUiyed. 

Tiben« hte found very great mifcbief by He ordered ' 
%^of^, in matters reports, which, fhewn to J|)® p^^^^ ^j? 
gljl), had: been let right : but the parties ters any er- 
ei^ftily let the report go, and depended to rors • but thut 
i^B9i ft t^acfc >y exceptioBS, anii fo torment i^J^'f ^"^ '" 
the court with abundance of frivolous mat- * 



ters for experiment, and come off at laft witK 
fuch a (lip which carries the cofts, and is aifoj 
immane vexation to the parties. His lords'l 
fhip ordered that each party fiiould have e 
copy of the report before it was delivera 
outfigned: to the end they might, ifthcr* 
were caufe, fhew the mailer any grofs mifll 
takes: for fuch often happened by inadveni 
tence, and were made a foundation, by wa^ 
of trick, to lodge exceptions upon, an^ 
fecure cofts. But I am apt to think that, 
if his lordfliip had (laid much longer in the 
court, that order would have received very 
great alteration ; for, with all the good intend- 
ed, and manifeftly appearing in the front of 
it, yet, in praftice, it turned to delay and 
vexation, as bad, if not worfe than before. 
For it introduced two reports inflead of onffrfi 
and miiltuple attendances. Forthevexatiou* 
fide baffled before the mafter, as long as hifli 
could, upon trifles, keeping back the trurf 
points; and then, after the report wasdrawft^i 
and copies delivered out, there come in thttJ 
exceptions in writing, and the caufe, beforli 
the mafter, was but beginning. And theffll 
exceptions, before the mafter, were addech 
in the caufe : and it is beconiealmoll of cOuiift 
to prefer them ; as if exceptions to the coi 
had not been vexation and delay enough. 
: He was a profefted adverfary to all 
" tempts for ftopping the courfe of the comnn 
ceptioha law. I remember one Barebones, that wi 
to an aDfwer called doftor, a famous builder, that ov( 

fiied. 
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traded his ftock about looo/. perann. and 
' often wanted injunftions to ftay fuits at law, 
finding his defigns, that way, now faiHng, 
faid to me rhai his lordjkip had not fat yet long 
enough to be a good chancery man: for it is 
the foible of all judicatures to value their 
own juftice, and think, or at lead pretend, 
that there is none foexquifite as their's; and, 
fpeaking of other courts, it is commonly 
with an air of contempt ; while, at the 
bottom, it is the profits accruing that fanflify 
any court's authority. And, upon this 
account, the court of chancery had been 
very liberal in the "matter of injunftions to 
ftay fuits at law. But his lordlhip thought 
fit to deny them in manv cafes where they 
ufed to go almoft of courfe. As, for in- 
ftance, upon exceptions filed to an anfwer; 
which ufed to be a bar to the motion for 
difiblving the injunftion upon coming in of 
the anfwer; which injunction ufed to go of 
courfe, upon an attachment fued out, for 
want of an anfwer, or dedlmus ifluing to 
lake an anfwer in the coimtry. But his 
lordfhip required the counfel, that would 
continue the injunction, to Ihew that the 
anfwer was infufhcient in a material point. 
And the like was done in fome other cafes; 
I do not inftance in all. 

I* His lordfhip alfo fet himfelf to flop the HetreiicheJ 
ifuperfetation of orders. And they were a 'l'^ ''"^^^f'^'"- 
ifubjeft of his daily reprehenfion; for the Curoo"!," 
icaufes came often to an hearing, with a file Jers. 
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under every cap, he cared not to leave the 
expreffion of them to the precipitate difpatch 
of a blundering regifter. At length the re- 
gifters, finding what was agreeable to his 
lordfhip's mind, and what kind of orders he 
was careful in pronouncing, thought fit, of 
their own accord, in fuch cafes, to attend his 
lordfhip with their penning, and receive his 
lordfhip's fenfe and correftions; and he 
always took it well when they did io, and 
was never uneafy to them. And the nac- 
morable regifter, Mr. Henry Devenifli, was 
very well thought of by his lordfhip for his 
candid applications to him in that kmd, 
Hisiordfhip's Hcrc it will be proper to thofe who may 

boorof^ruies ^^Y' ^^^^^ ^^^ lordftiip knew the difeafes to 
»nd orders. wcIl, and had fo much bufied himfelf in the 
cure, why w^as time loft, and no general 
regulation of the courfe and praftice of the 
court made ? To that I rauft anfwer with 
bitter laments for the ftiortnefs of his lord- 
fhip's life, which allowed but three years to 
his fitting upon that bench. He was na^ 
turally very quick of apprehenfion, but, 
withal, very deliberative, and would not 
only think long, but confult perfons to be 
concerned, and confer with the fkilful, and 
take the thoughts of his ordinsu-y friendst 
whenever he was to do any thincf that had ' 
a long train of importances to follow; and| 
being once fatisfied within himlelf, he W9S 
not wanting to ftrike decifively and eflfedu* 
ally. And it is tp me very certaio^ th$itif 
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^tvc. This was the hardeft matter to re- - 
drefs that belonged to the court. The 

, regifter's is a patent office, and the poor 
raen, the deputies, come into their employ 
upon very hard terms, and the charge of 
prefents and new-year's gifts adds to the 
weight upon them ; fo as they are forced to 

. bufh about for ways and means to pay their 
rent and charges, and gather an eftate, as 
they think muft be done, in a few years ; 
wherein they are not wanting to ufe their 
beft endeavour, left they fuffer in the repu- 
tation of their fkill. And, accordingly, 
fcarce an order pafleth without bribes for 
expedition in that quarter; and that is an 
article, in the folicitor's bill, as much of 
courfe as the fee for the order. His, lordfhip 
ufed to chide them publickly, when juftly 
complained of (and it could icarce be other- 
wife than juftly) and alfo be very ready and 
eafy to admit of complaints. And to pre- 
vent the colour they ufed for delay in cafes 
decreed upon* points nicely decided, and 
alfo to prevent motions for fettling fuch 
orders,which often was done to jog the mat- 
ter again, and fee if the opinion of the court 
would alter, his lordftiip hath frequently 
ordered the regifter to attend him in the 
afternoon, and take the ordering part pen- 
ned by hinifelf. And his lordfliip was 
defirous, for his own fatisfaftion in many 
cafes, to do fo: for if the reafons of his 
decree were fpecial, and fuch as came not 

VOL. II. ' G 



Si THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

advantages growing by the difpofition of 
places, profits by procefs of all forts; as 
alfo the judges and their fervants, and coun- 
fel at the bar, and folicitors, who were all 
in DoffeflTion of their advantages, and by 
publick encouragement to fpend their youth 
to make them fit for iliem, and had no other 
means, generally, to provide for themfelves 
and their families : and had a right to their 
reafonable profits, if not ftriftly by law, 
yet through long connivance. And men, 
not irregular, or undeferving, ought to have, 
not only proteftion but, encouragement, 
iieltftrefor- If any pubHc order of men, or their em- 
<?fficeTto^the pfoyj^^^ts, wcre mifchicvous to the publick, 
parliament, it was for the parliament to remove them; 
hisjuftice ^^^ evcn thcv have always had a regard to 
eras to that, the prohts oi otticers, and leldora do any 
thing to their prejudice; and it is pretended 
that fuch interefts hinder regulations in par- 
liament. But that need not be fo; for the 
parliament can make them compenfation, 
but a judge hath no power or reafon to alter 
the ftate of the offices under his judicature; 
but to reduce them to order, and keep them 
up to reafon and duty, is fufficient. ^ 

He had no In all his modcl of regulation there was 

Tern d<lfe\o "^t ^^^ ^^^^ oftentation or vanity, no formal 
truth with inventions, but a direft intention to follow 
aiipoflibie the truth of things, and to rep refent them 

caution. 1 ^ P • 1 • r • • i 

pure and hncerely, with mnnite caution that 
nothing he propofed, as far as he could fore- 
fee, might poffibly turn to the prejudice of 
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^ny perfon, at leaft not irretrievably; but 

xbat they might be as a fence or guard to 

rights, and to keep them from being opprefF- 

cd by colour of law, and the courfe of the 

court, as they call it. 

He was no colleftor, as fome may be, Touched no- 
who pretend to a great deal more than his ^^\^"? /^'^^ 
lordfhip did; and fit, as at a receipt of j^new expcvi- 
cuftom, and, hearing diverfe people talk, mentaHy, 
from thence imbibe projefts, of the praftice 
of which they know little, but as they are 
infinuated (for the moft part) infincerely, 
by defigning officers and others, who proje6l 
for their own private intereft, and, under 
colour of the publick good, when nothing is 
lefs in their thoughts, fuggeft what makes 
for themfelves. And fometimes they pre- 
vail with great men, who do not plumb to 
the bottom, nor difcern the drift or confe- 
cjuence, to put forward authoritatively their 
contrivances, by the name of regulations. 
JSut his lordftiip touched nothing but out of 
his perfonal obfervation and experience; 
and, being wonderful fagacious to underftand 
the drift of all people in their bufinefs, was 
capable to know from things, and not from 
relation, what was amifs, and how (probar 
bly) to amend them, without introducing 
(as often happens) worfe inconveniences. 
For he had feen aftcd to the life, all the dif* 
mal troubles men brought upon one another, 
by delays and flhifts in chancery eaufes, to- 
gether with all the bad qualities of an unjuQ:» 
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beggarly, crafty fuitor, to the mortification 
of a poor client. I have often heard him 
mention a poor gentleman that had a very 
fuft caufe, and was of himfelf very honeft, 
>ut had not fo much craft as his adverfery, 
who, according to the forms and liberties 
given in the court and the offices of it, had 
inares laid for him which caught him; fo 
that the counfel of his adverfary, with their 
ufual art, drefled him up in circumftances^ 
colourable as they fet them out,* and made 
him look as like a very knave, as if he had 
been fo in carncft. This was all-fuvpriie to 
him ; and his own counfel was not inftru6led 
and ready enough to wipe him clean; and 
he, not having elocution to fpeak for him- 
felf, took the matter fo to heart, as that he 
went home and, in a fit of forrow, died. 
Hit lordfllip But to procccd : nothing fat heavier upon 
reT"^ T^^ ^^^ fpirits, than a great arrear of bufinefs, 
inan€t8. *^ ^^' whcn it happened ; for he knew well that, 
from thence, there fprang up a trade, in the 
regifter's office, called heraldry, that is, buy-^ 
ing and felling precedence, m the paper of 
caufes, than which there hath not been a 
greater abufe in the fight of the fun. If 
men are not forward, the officers know how 
to make them confie on and pay; for they 
will exprefsly poftpone the unprofitable 
cuftomers, and fo bring them to a fort of 
redemption. Therefore if the paper of 
caufes is not well wcftched by the court, and 
the officers fometimes checked (for whicht 
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t\ iDcfl^ there will be occafion enough) no 
tnati^ without a vaft cxpence, (hall know 
(urdy when his caufe will come on. And, 
as a poor treafury make.^ a rich treafurer^ 
To this grievance is greateft, when the court 
itfeif wants difpatcn. For the caufes, left 

• one day, are remanets to the next, and fo cm 
to the next, that theie are attendance^ 
enough on that account. But when, over 
night, a man fees his caufe the firft in the 
paper, and, next morning, finds it at the 
Dottom, his difappointment is great; and ' 

he will he told that, withouta touch of pur- 
chafeable heraldry, he will never be fure of ^ 
his time, I have heard his lordfliip fay that 
he never flept well if, in his paper over 
night, he found a great arrear of caufes : fo 
concerned was he, left he might not be able 
to difpatch them. And, according to this 
compaffionate intention, he laboured conti* 
nually to retrench fuperfluities, as well in 
the modes of the bar praftice, as in the 
pafling orders, and other office difpatches. 
By which means, at lengtl^^ he got the mafr 
tery of the court; and his remanets (if any) 
were few, and a moderate day often fpent 
them ; and then his heart was at eafe. This 
continued till the parliament and (more un- 
happily^ his own weaknefs came on, and 
made him unable to continue that clofe 
application to the bufinel's of the court; 
and, for want of due time allowed for hear- 
ing of caufeSi the reips of |Jie court grew 
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loofe, and the paper became loaded with 
remanets, which to fee was of itfelf, to him, 
a ficknefs. And I am confident it was one, 
ami not the leaft, ingredient in bringing for- 
ward upon him that fatal diftemper which, 
after it had once feifed, never left him till 
he died, 
MI»</^'lfl»if/«. It was his lordfhip's manner, when he fat 
^'*'* ''^ '/'*! in the court, to hold in his hand, the paper 

trtfUj* fit urn p p 1 -r 1- 1 • Y- 

foun,ttw\ in caules; and it any thmg moved m nis 
^/*frnM»u hit thoughts confiderable, either towards regu- 
n4hhit, Jation of abufes, improving the forms and 
courfeofthe court, or (in the hearing of 
caufes) of nice reafon, and difficult to deter- 
mine, he called for the regifter's pen, and 
wrote it upon the day paper. He was much 
nfrd to write upon his hand, and could do it 
very ftcadily; and, when he came home, 
he laid by the paper, with others he had fo 
wrote upon, that if he would form a more 
folcmn report of the cafe, he had the hint 
cnfily to do it. But he might alfo have 
another end in it; for if (as was touched be- 
fore) a decree was pronounced, with exqu^- 
fite terms and ai{lin6lions, his lordfhip did ' 
hot always leave the drawing of the order to 
the rcgifter; for, if he miftook the fenfe of 
the court, then certainly followed re-hear- 
ings, or motions to fettle the order; and 
(iittlrtimes the regifter himfelf, if he doubted* 
weuilrl vomc to his lordfliip to explain h^^ 
Irnir to hinu But his chief care of this kin^' 
WM when the fubje^l matter of the cai»i^ 
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v/^s touchy, and great men, or great parties, 
concerned themfelves in it, and there might 
afterwards follow fome calumny or com- 
plaint. 

I (hall not have occafion here to touch Libellers fay 
more at large any of the efpecial litigated "^'^^^''^'g ^*^*'- 
caufes which he decreed. As for the few triarofhts 
which were publickly taken notice of, and lordfliip'sjuf- 
made the fubjeft of news, and, by certain ^'^j? ^^f^^^^^ 
vile writers, traduced ; amongft which are 
the cafe of Mr. Mayot's will, which is already 
fully related in the Examen; and the cafe 
of the Duke of Norfolk againft his brother; 
they fhall be fully accounted for afterwards. 
It is the praftice of libellers to take, qr 
make, any pretences for calumny; but if 
never fo many things are done well, there is 
no notiqe taken of them. And any hiftorian, 
that doth the one, and not the other, is a 
partial tool, and no better than a libeller. 
Therefore, againft the refle£lions falfely caft 
at the before-mentioned cafes, I will fubjoin 
one, wherein his lordfhip^s conduft, as well 
as decree, may juftly, and even in the mea- 
fure of his adverfaries (if it were not for his 
commendation) be accounted beyond the 
ordinary, even to a pitch of heroicai juftice. 
And it was in 1684, i Ja. II. between Fitton 
and my Lord Macclesfield*, formerly 

* This cafe isalready related in the E.xamen ; but as I find 
fome more ci re ura (lances, of a pretty extraordinary nature, 
added to this account of it, I thought proper to infert it in 
this life. 
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Gerrard. The caufe was firft decreed' 

twcniy-two years before; and now came to 
be heard before his lordftiip, upon a bill of 
review, to reverfe the old decree. Mr. 
Fitton bad lived very poor, and moftly in 
prifon, ever fince the decree, which had 
undone him. He was a notable, bufy, 
foliciting man, and a Papift; and that was a 
charafler of notable recommendation in the 
court of King James II. Upon this account, 
Fitton had wormed himfelf into much fa- 
vour; for the opinion they had entertained 
of his induftiy and ability was extraordinary : 
and, on the other fide, the Earl of Maccles* 
field was ftifFofthe anti-court party. Fitton 
thought that, by virtue of his advantage in 
this reign, if he brought his caufe Eibout 
again, he fhould get the better of his adver- 
fary. ' Accordingly he went to work; and 
there being nothing in the caufe, but the 
errors afiigned in his bill of review, it foon 
came into the paper to be heard ; and that 
was the time to ply his fare at court, to get 
an interell fo ftrong as might fecure my 
lord keeper, and then the work was done: 
and, accordingly, the king himfelf was fo 
far overfeen as to fpeak to his lordftiip for 
Fitton; which he did upon the ufual topick, 
af giving a favourable and patient bearing ; 
d, in the main, recommended the caufe to nis 
(tjce. But all the lords, of that intereft, 
others of moft potent influence, 
©c, applied to his lordlhip more 



ii 



LORD KEEPER GUILFORD. SI 

direftly for his favour, as to a poor, op- 
preffed man. I believe his loraftiip was 

(never fo belieged in all his life; and I believe 
It irritated his fpirits fo much that, if he 
would have been partial, it had been for the 
other fide. But tne caufe came on, and the 
council ftrong on both fides. The Earl 
himfelf was in court, without any company 
of his own. He, knowing the ftate of ar'- 
faira, concluded his caufe, at this time, loft, 
and depended upon fome after-game to re- 
trieve It. But there might be obferved, 
about the court, enough of the pppofite 
party. His lordfhip took himfelf to be up- 
on the tenters of his behaviour; and, for 
ttet reafon, determined to let the counfel, on 
both fides, have their full fwing ; and, how- 
ever importunate, not to corre6l them for 
any thing, but only to hold them clofe to 
the points, and then to let them talk their 
fill* I muft confefs that, being prefent at 
the hearing, and obferving fo much im per- 
tinency, and fome indecencies of counfel, 
and no reproof at all from the court, as 
tfeth to be in fuch cafes, I wondered at the 
different method. For he fat ftill, and 
fometimcs aflced if they had all done, or if 
they had any thing more to fay? Which 
often drew on more talk, though no other 
than repetition; all which, contrary to 
cuftdm, he bore, till ail faid they had done, 
arid had no more to fay. It may not fall 
under •every one's obfcrvation, that counfel 
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at the bar will ever leave a caufe, when it 

is fome way hinted to them that the courts 

inclinable on their fide; for judges,- thai 

have a bias, will fcem to bear hard againil 

the fide they intend to determine for, andi 

at laftj come round off; the nieaning of 

which is obvious. In this cafe, his lordfhip 

coming to his decree, took notice that ihcifi? 

was fomewhat very extraordinary, that ma^ 

this caufe to be brought on now before hinii 

when fo many worthy and learned judgef 

had fat in his place, during the intervening 

time fince the firfl: decree, and he f^om 

not conceive what could be expefted fro» 

him more, or otherwife, than from any of 

them. But fince he was chofen out to ^ 

termine this caufe, he would do it according 

to the beft of his judgment and confcie|M% 

and fo difmiffed the bill. He faid he would 

not declare what he might hive done, if the 

caufe had come before him when rec^ 

or in a decent time after the firft .decrcft 

when fa 61 of forgery (as was in the cafe) 

might reafonably be examined; but afttf 

great length of time, and fince the paftidj^ 

having had full liberty allowed them to 

proceed in due time, had done nothing, they 

had flipt their opportunity. And now, 

after fo many chancellors, and feflions of 

parliament let pafs, to come at laft to hinii 

that had no reafon to value himfelf agajfifi 

thofe great authorities, he thought he couU 

not, and theiefore would pot alter the dpcxtXp 
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When this was done, the Earl of Maccles- 
field, who little expefted his eafe fo foon, 
for he had always joined with his lordfhip's 
enemies (which fuppofed prejudice in a 
judge, many think, hath not a good influence 
r upon a. man's caufe) went out of the court 
clown into the hall, and walked gravely and 
filen.tly to a bookfeller's fhop, and aflced for 
f his lordfhip's pifture (then newly printed 
I and fold) and, having paid down his milling, 
I rolled it up and, without faying a word to 
I any body, went away. Whether he was 
I tver the more or lefs friend or enemy to his 
I iordChip, after this, I know not. But it is 
I fure enough that the Roman Catholick 
■ party took umbrage, from this judicial fen- 
i fence, among other aftions of his lordfhip, 
to conclude he was inflexible to any pur- 
pofcs of theirs; and it confirmed a refolution, 
taken by the bufy part of them, to heave 
him out of the wa)?J before any of their 
critical defigns were, or well could be, 
brought forward. 

And now I proceed to the other before- Cnfe of the 
mentioned remarkable cafe decreed by his t>«keof Nor- 

fordfhip ; but it ended not fo. And it was [t^her! And 
this. The point was of a term of two Jeffries's ill 
thoufand years, whether it may be entailed, ^^»?^- 
; or not; but it did not turn upon the com- 
\ mon law, for, there, it is clear not, but 
? proved to be a right in equity, being a truft. 
If this entail ftood, Efme Howard, a brother 
•of the Duke of Norfolk, had the equitable 
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right; if not, then the Dukehimfelf. And 
he was a Proteftant, but the other a Papift; 
and it will appear what influence that nad^ 
The Earl of Nottingham heard the original 
caufe, and called to his afliftance the tnre< 
chiefs, Pemberton, of the King's Bench^ 
his lordfliip, of the Common Pleas^ and 
Mountagu, of the Exchequer. Aadj aftcf 
the hearing, the Lord Nottingham defired 
their opinions, which were clearly that thfe 
truft ought to follow the law. When they 
had done, the chancellor did not {hew them 
the refpeft of debating any of their reafoni 
in the lead ; but, in a formal, and^ {eenUng^ 
ly, prepared fpeech, decreed the dire£l con* 
trary. When his lordfhip had the feal, aal 
fat there, the caufe, upon a rehearing, at 
review, came again to be heard before nimt 
and he, knowing no rule but his judgment 
of the law, and confcience in equity, revert 
ed the decree. Aftefwards, Efme Howard 
preferred an appeal to the houfe of loi^ 
It feems Sir George Jeffries was then chief 
juftice of the King's Bench; and he, by 
means of fome encouragement he had- met 
with, took upon him the part of flighting 
and infulting his lordfhip on all occafions' 
that profereid. And here he had a rait 
opportunity ; for, in his rude way of talk- 
ing, and others of a party after him, lie 
battered the poor decree, not without the 
moft indecent affronts to his lordfhip that, 
in fuch an affembly* ever were hearcL- 
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His lordfhip, whofe pan it was to juftify his 
decree, took not the leaft notice of any 
ipdecency, or refle6lion, that regarded him, 
but made a dedu6lioB of the cale, and gave 
, his reafons amply, and with calm and exqui- 
fite temper. But his decree wa3 reverfed. 
X heard a nobk peer fay that he never fai» 
bis Jordflkip in fa much lujire as he appeared 
HTfider tb€ ill ujb^0 of that day; and he was 
more admired, than any fuccefs of his rear- 
C^ns could have made him. But now, 
having opened this fcene, we are not to 
expeft other than oppofition, contempt, 
and .ii^rutal ill ufage of that chief towards his 
lordOiip, while he lived. ^ The Earl of 
Nowingham's was prin^^d^ but his lordfhip 
did not think fit to intereft himfelf, in a 
private caufe, fo far as to become a party in 
print, although all the chancellor's flourifties 
were fully anfwered and refolved. And ^s 
for certain fcand^ls and lies, raifed and 
printed by a *foul libeller, relating to this 
caufe, I do not think, them worth taking 
notice of. 

But 9S to Sir George Jeffries, having faid Short ac- • 
fo much pf his ill ulage of his lordfhip, I ^^?'l^. ^{^'^^ 

^ 1 . 1 . "' * ^ r ' t ^ chief luftice 

tbmk It proper to give lome particular ac- jeflfries, from 
coU'Ut of his character; which I Ihall, for his beginning, 
the moft part, do by annexing fqofe ftiort [;' ^J^ ^;t^, 
jcxplanatipn to his lordw^ps own notes of 
Jtkvai:: and thofe are ipore.explicite of him, 

r I ^ Tii9 iVtbor pf tb9 Uvcf gf the l^x^ (^hancejl^n* 

4 
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than of any other perfon ; for all the other 
men of law in England, in place and out of 
place, muftered together, did not fo n>uch 
afFeft his lordfliip's quttt, as the behaviour 
of that chief did ; of which a juft view is 
prefented elfewhere. To take him from 
his beginning, he was a gentleman's fon in 
Wales, of whom it was reported that he ufed 
to fay George (his fon) would die in his 
Jhoes. His beginnings at the inns of courti 
and pra6tice, were low* After he was called 
to the bar, he ufed to fit in coffee-houfes 
and order his man to come and tell him 
that company attended him at his chan!A>er; 
at which he would huff, and fay, Let them 
Jlay a little; I will come prefentfy. This 
made a (hew of bufinefs; of which he had 
need enough, being married, and having 
feveral children. One of the aldermen of 
the city was of his name ; which, proba- 
bly, inclined him to fleer his courfe that 
way: where, having got acquaintance with 
the city attornies, and drinking defperately 
with them, he came into full bufinefs amongn 
them, and was chofen recorder of the city. 
That let him into knowledge at court, and 
he was entertained as the Duke of York's 
folicitor, and was alfo of the king's counfd. 
He continued recorder till the profecution 
of abhorrers, and faved himfelf (as he took 
it) by compofition for his place. Thc^^ 
upon, having furrendered his recorderfbiDf 
he obtained the place of chief juftice of uc 
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Kihgfs Bench; and^ after the death of the 
Loitl Keeper Guilford^ the great feal ; which 
he held till the Prince of Orange landed; 
and then he abfconded in difguife, in order 
to fly beyond, fea; but, being difcovered at 
Wapping, efcaped narrowly being torn it| 
pieces by the rabble. He was fecured by 
die lord mayor, and fent to the Tower, where 
he died. The incidents of his life^ which I 
fliall: tak^ occafion to remember, may apdy 
be placed againft his ft>rd(hip's notes con* 
ceming hirh. 

Began with a turbulent fpiriti This method Began witu 
1 againft ' the mayor and I was the direft f pp«^*"^" ^"^ 

O f 1 1 1 ' r ^^^ mayor 

court or aldermen, taking [ contrary to and aider- 
part with the commons. J what raifed "^«n- 
I, and, in his following behaviour, he 
pra£lifed : for he became an high flier, for 
the authority of the mayor and court of 
aldermen; He was of a fierce, unquiet dif- 
pofition, and, being at firft but low himfelf, 
could aft only among inferiors, whom he 
inftigated to be troublelome ; and, like others 
of ambitious tempers, or, which is nearly 
the fame, neceflitous, he put himfelf into 
all companies ; for which he was qualified, 
by ufing himfelf to drink hard; and fo 
made himfelf a general acquaintance, and 
lome friendfliips, in the city. And, up- 
,on this courfe originally, taken, he grounded 
}m pretenfions to an intereft in the ci^ 
itizens. 

• . vox* lU M 
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Then, being acquainted-. This Mr. Chif- 
' \nth Will. Chiffinchi finch was a true 
(the trufty page of the >(ecretary as well 
back flairs) ftruck in las page; for he 
and was made recorder.-^ had a lodging at 
the back flairs, which might have been pro- 
perly termed the fpy-office; where the 
KJng fpoke with particular perfons, about 
intrigues of all kinds : and all little informers, 
projfe6lors, &c. were carried to Chiffinch'i 
lodging. He was a mofl impetuous drinker, 
ana, in that capacity, an admirable fpyj 
for he let none part from him fober, if it 
were pofTible to get them drunk ; and his 
great artifice was pufhing idolatrous healths 
of his good mafter, and being always in 
hafte; Jbr the king is coining; which was his 
word. Nor, to make fure work, would he 
fcruple to put his mailer's falutiferous drops 
(which were called the king's, of the nature 
of Goddard's) into the glafles ; and, being 
an Hercules, well breathed at the fport 
himfelf, he comrnonly had the better ; and 
fo filhed out many fecrets, and drfcovered 
men's charafters, which the king could ne\'^ 
have obtained the knowledge of by aiiy 
other means. It is likely that JeflFries, be- 
in^ a pretender to main feats with the 
citizens, might forward himfelf, and be e» 
tertained by Will. Chiffinch, and, that, 
which, at nrft, was mere fpying, turn tb 
acquaintance, if not fricndihip, fuch as is 
apt to grow up between immane dritikers; 
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and from thence might fpring recommenda- 
tions of him to the King, as the mod ufeful 
man that could be founa to ferve his majefty 
in London; where was need enough of 
good magiftrates, and fuch as would not be, 
as diverie were account^, no better than 
traitors. 
Afterward^ the 1 Having once got a foot- Tiwn tha 

duke's folicitorj ing in court, and found ^^^^^'^ ^"^'^ 
means to hold forth ^reat aflurances of 
future iervices at large, it is no wonder that 
he was taken in on that' (ide of the coUrt, 
that defired fqch men as would a£^ without 
rcferve, as it was termed. While he was in 
this pod, he made a great buftle in the 
duke's afiBui^, and carried through a caufe 
idiich was of very great confeo[uence to his 
revenue; which was for the right of the 
penny pod office^ It was the invention df 
one Docwra, who put it into complete 
order, and ufed it to the fatisfadion of all 
London, for a confiderable time. The 
Duke of York v^9S grantee of the revenuis 
of the poft office; ana his counfel, finding 
diis proied;, of a penny poft, turn out fo 
frell^ and apparently improvable, upon cpn^ , 
ftiltine the %^, thought the duk^ had a right 
to eS poftis, and, confequeotly, Co that, 
Themipon ^n information^ grounded on 
liKjpofta£i, was exhibited ag^inft Docwra, 
wodC mpon a tjnal at the Kipg's Bench bar. 
We >7as convi^ed ; and ever finee, the crown 
M> had the benefit of thif ppnny poflL 

H 2 
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for fear 
Trebv. 



to 



Docwra would not fubmit himielf^ but in- 
fiftqd on his right to the laft; othcrwife it 
was thought he might have fee u red to him- 
felf a good office, by being coramiffioner for 
life, to manage that revenue. But his way- 
wardnefs to the court would not give him 
leave to be fo wife. 

This whole 
affair,' and all 
the circum- 



Left the place Uoon troubles in parliament, 

of recorder, ^^ ,i. __, * n j i- 



he would not {land his 
ground, but quitted his re- 



is fully ac- 
counted for 
in the /Exa- 



corderihip in fear, and with >^fl:ances of it, 
great entreaty. Whereup- 
on Sir George Treby was 
made. 

men, fo ftiall fay little here; only that this 
Sir George Treby, who fucceeded Jeffries 
in the recorderfliip, was no fanatic;.' but, 
of the fanatic party, true as fteel. His 
jenius lay to free-thinking, and, conforma- 
bly to his fellows at that time, made the 
fcriptures and chriftianity, or rather all 
religion, ajeft; and fo conftant in.his way, 
that no man could fay that ever he was the 
firft, and not the laft, that left the bottle. 



Tthr^ili He aimed at the place of chief 

^^' jufticeofthe Common Pleas, 

after the judgment, in the 



to 

dice of better 
men. Some 
notes of the 
Chief Juflice 
Jones, and 
the lofs of Sir 
Job Charle- 
ton. 



It v^as a cru- 
el thing in 
Jeffries. ; to 



quo warranto, fettled to the I prcfs fo very 



prejudice of Jones, who had 
ferved in giving it ; and ex- 
pedient bemg found by room 
m B. R. was made fo. 



hard^ as he 
did, to come 
over the head 
of Mr. Tut 



tice Jones, againft whom there was no fort 



. LORt) KEEPER GUILFORD. 101 

of objeftion ; but, on the contrary, a merit 
in doing the king juftice, in fo great and 
confequential a caufe as that, againft the 
city, was. And, in the end, Saunders, the 
chief juftice, being difabled by his apoplexy, 
^ Jones pronounced that judgment, and ex- 
preffed the reafons fo fhort and found, and, 
deUvered with that gravity and authority, 
as became the court, and greatdefs of the 
occafion* And one, that had a grain of 
confideration of any thing but himfelf, and 
being of the fame intereft and fentimenl, 
would not haye pufhed, with a flaming 
violence at court, to the injury of fo venera* 
ble a perfon as that judge was ; whofe cha- 
rafter I fliould have particularly fet forth 
here, if it had not been done already in the 
Examen. Jeffries did not gain his point of 
him ; but matters refted awhile, and tne place 
of chief juftice of the Common Pleas oeing 
void by his lordftiip's promotion to the feal, 
Jones was placed there, which was his ad- 
vantage, and Jeffries took the culhion in the 
King's Bench. ' This was not the only in- 
ftance of the unreafonable ambition of Jef- 
fries, to the prejudice of deferving men. 
for he laid his eye on the place of Chief 
Jtfftice of Chefter, which was full of Sir , 
Job Charleton, thati whom there was not a 
perfon better qualified for his majefty's fa-, 
'vour; an old cavalier, loyal, learned, grave, 
and wife. He had a confiderable eftate to- 
"vards Wales, and defired to die in that 
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A MitiouB 
greatnefs 
contrived to 
produce a 
ihew of his 
power in the 
country, and 
of the abufe 
f»f charters. 
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employment. But JefFries» with his i&tereft 
on the fide of the Duke of York, preiTed the! 
king fo hard that he could not (land it; but 
Sir Job Charleton mud be a judge of the 
Common Pleas, and Jeffries at Chefter ia 
his place, being more Welfhman than him-", 
felf. Sir Job laid this heavily upon hia 
heart, and defired only that he might fpeak 
to the king, and receive his pleafure from bis 
own mouth; but was diverted, as a thing 
determined. But once he went to White- 
hall, and placed himfelf where the kiiu^ 
returning from his walk in St. James's park, 
muft pafs; and there he fet him down tike 
hermit poor. When the king came in, and 
faw him at a diftance, fitting where he was 
to pafs, concluded he intended to fpeak with 
him, which he could 'no£, by any mean^ 
bear : he therefore turned (hort c^, and wept 
another way. Sir Job, feeing that, pitied 
his poor mafter^ and never thought of trou- 
bling him more> but buckled to his bufinefi 
in the Common Pleas. And may Wedmin* 
fter-Hall never know a worfe judge thaa^ 
was. 

What caii«» 
cernsthisaiw 
tificial'fttaie» 



Then received a ring from the 
king before the circuit to 
blow his fame as favourite,' 
•and fuo warrantds lent to .a^id the u& 
teTTfiy, and ^be -charters fall- 1 that. was 
ing to him was/luflily cried: made of it 
cif) as a fervic^, vhkh was-all [ in favour -of 
kid be£»:ehand. j iteOlfaiEft^^i 
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*lfo the confequence of merit for procuring 
furrenders of charters, is exprefled among 
the emergencies, during his lordfhip's mini- 
ftry, in this fourth flage of his Hfe. And as 
for ihematterofcharters^a bufinefs of great 
remark in thofe times, and not like to be 
well underftood in the future, I have endea- 
voured to llaie what I know of thofe pro- 
ceedings by quo -warranto, and procuring 
furrenders, in the Examen. I think it will 
appear there, that the original and chief in- 
uances of them were not only juft, that is 
according to law, and prudent, but alfo ne- 
ceflary to the continuance of the publJck 
peace; and alfo that this method of law fo 
reafonably begun, and juftly purfued, after 
a few years, corrupted into a courfe of vio- 
lence and oppreflion; that is when men 
interpofed either to court or fright harmlefs 
aiid orderly corporations to furrender, and, 
upon refufal, plunged them into the charge- 
able and defencelels condition of going to 
law againft the crown, whereby that, which 
would not come by fair means, was extorted 
by violence. This was one of the troubles 
m mind which his lordfhip laboured under 
in the latter end of King Charles's reign, as 
of « devil raifed, which could not readily be 
laid. Nor could he refifl the pretenders to 
merit ; fince all was reckoned good fervice at 
court, that gave the king any addition of 
power, without confidering the defalcations, 
on the other lide, from the fierce and irre- 
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ffular means of obtaining it. And hi* lbrtf«* . 
mip was not wanting to difcotrntenance' all 
fuch praftices, which made him be lifted 
among the trimmers, as touched elfewhcrB. 
However, there was hopes, in that rtiffl^ 
of bringing aH* to rights again. ' But,- afeir 
the death of that good king, the flood*gat<s 
were opened, and a deluge of abufe, upo6 
that topic, entered, but came tiot up fo high 
as to overwhelm all, till his lordmip diied, 
who, as long as he lived, was fdme obftadie 
to the courle of thofe many incblnvcriiencck 
that followed. But then, among manv 
others, this trade of charters run to excm, 
and turned to an avowed praftice bf MrbK<^ 
corporations in order to carry elenions to 
the parliament ; and a committee of council 
was appointed to manage the regulationi^ 
as they were called ; and .there was an itine* 
rant crew of the worft of men, that wrought 
in the towns, to be regulated, under dire6);loil 
of the committee. Thefe were termed n^ 
gulatcrs ; and, according to their charaflein, 
and defignations, mayors, aldermen, record- 
ers, common councils and freemen, wert 
modified and eftablilhed. The Lord Chief 
Juftice Jeffries was capitally concerned in 
^the firft of thefe exorbitances, arid pufhed 
matters, through all the degrees, into thofe 
exceffes I mentioned. At firft it was his.way 
of making court, but, at laft, it was his 
ftiield and defence. For he and his claoi 
one Sir N. Butler> and (I ftiould have firft 
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faid) ' the Lord Sunderland were, by: thefe 
praftices, become fo obnpxious in the reign 
of King Jattijes IL that, knowing they could 
not ftand the fury of any parliament, they 
laboured^ by manifeft provocations of the 
people, carried on affeftedly by them, at 
length to <:ome to that height, as to be able 
to mew the king that all parliaments were 
imprafticable, and to prevail upon him to 
live without any at all. And, by that 
means, they might continue great, and be 
fecure ; otherwife, that is, if ever there was 
a parliament, they muft certainly fall a facri- 
fice to the fury of the commons. But thefe 
extremes afperfed the whole fubj eft-matter, 
as well what was juft as unjuft, reafonable 
as unreafonable, all alike fufFered under the 
obloquy ; and none ever concerned themfel ves 
to diftinguifli more than if there had been 
no difference at all from the firft to the laft. 
And the very law itfelf, that is, the known 
legal and (fometimes)-neceffary procefs of 
fuo warranto came well pigh to be entirely 
abolifhed. For fo men run from one ex- 
treme to another, and, asthe Englifli mode 
is, refiSrm, not by reftoring, or mending, 
biit, by kicking down all at once whatever 
is abufed, though, in itfelf, never fo good: 
This is what I have thought fit to fay here ^ 
touching the fubjeft of charters ; which 
doth but very little, if at all, inter- 
fere with fo much as is faid of it in the 
Examen. 
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Great at The companicSj and city bufi-"^ 



court made 



This CO] 
quence 
dlfewher 
Vobfcrved 
him. 
it is to 
noted^ 1 



ZgrTaTi; ncfsmake him great, being 
the city, and put into his hands ; and then 
t contra. {^e is cricd up as having the 

city at his devotion. 
Qu. Quid proinde? 
Qu. What then ? 
he prevailed to have all the afiairs, coocc 
ing the citv of London^ put into his hai 
which made many citizens obliged to cc 
him that were not very much really 
humble fervants: but no remedy; and 
was their grandee. 
Diverfe mat- Sir William Smith and Baily ^This is m 
IDdoyd^y^^ jufticcs. Inde ardcn^ cum w^ I uoned € 
driven by ttmperit. Thcncc he took | where, fo 

*>'«• occaJion to fcoJd violently. J as I can 

member of it ; as alfo the fpeaking in 
council drunk, and inveighing againft tr 
tners. 

Fofi^ accufatio com. fcrjcani^'\ One ] 

Jinejundamento. He after- / Crifp was 

wards accufed the common I thoie tin 

ferjeant upon no grounds. J the comn 

ferjeant in London, an office of confidera 

account, efpbcially in the orphanagQb 

was an honeft^ reafonable, genUematit i 

very loyal ; but, it feems, was not one t 

would go into, all meafures ; therefore cai 

lefs blame was laid upon him. I do not s 

to mind what it was ; but it did not fuco 

to his prejudice. 



\%mJmdT erfote.y 'Urgjedi weir %m ai>- 
Aepiof^tttionof Rofier^rdl^-^ by 'vckw 
. tad kiugbed at tlie inillakB J did, otingfa 
Imifoii in Lcmdon, and, having made nis 
iMce with the lord chief juftice, moved by 
ni:€(>an(d[ to arreft the jud^meiit for an 
Htm of form in the recof d. x he Jord chief 
liAice could not contain himfel^ br be 
BOPCCitiedj bult openly rejoiced at tbe accU 
ktc» and wias tickled wkh mirth and iangli- 

a at the king's coiimfdL But the feriaus 
ervation was that, after he had ursed the 
profeciiition of Rofe!vreU» and a fault iflipt^ 
ke fliould fo merrily dtfcha^^ him. 

A^ * :** i^Tu ^ \ Tins was a citisen 
Acquittal of Hays. ] ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 

l)e profecuted for high treafen ; and then^ 
It me trials apparently iidped hhn off mth 
lie Jury : wych, it may be, was.tiot withoat 
petkm ; for evidences, at fuch triak, ought 
o be above aU e^Kreption. But Unce no- 
hing new fpnomg at the trial, whkh \ra8not 
een beic^re, it was pleafant to fee a man ' 
wmed into the toils, bnd then let go* So * 
iiddenJy nay ^enemies become frieixu^ Up- 
MB what terms who knows ? 
kf oti<m for delivering 1 This is .at large do- 

the paipifts ont df jail. J dared a fter waids. 
Prcrfecution of Will? This his ':loiiifliip 
^ Williams. J thought ill advifed; 

br he was fpeaker of «he houie of commons^ 
nd hsA Signed <}ivec1e ; niaitisrs;^ as 
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ments, addrefles, votes, and fuch i£t& as in 
houfe thought fit (hould be done; but! 
they were, as was fuppofed, criminal in tkjf 
nature, as libels, faUe imprilbmnents, <ftfc 
no privilege, in ftrift rigour of law, exi 
them. But to profecute a fpeaker, in 
tion of parliament, for what ne had done^ 
the order of the houfe of commons in' 
laft fiHfions of parliament, was by no 
CTacious, or like to be well taken in- 
liicceeding parliament, but tended rati 
irritate than reconcile; which was 
for the king's fer\nce. But Williams'^ 
been (harp upon Jeffries when he was 
his knees at the bar of the houfe for a1 
ring ; and they were both Welflimen : 
fore Williams muft be profecuted. 
Caught by a It may conduce fomewhat to the odj 
S!f„ «:" ftanding this, to relate what I cl«riy 
ney at a tnai member. It was the cafe of Samuel Vei 
about parha- ^ famous Norfolk attomcy. He was 

L^tmenu!" ^7 ^^ houfe of commous to be takctt 
cuftody, and the warrant figned Wi 
Williams. The ferjeant-s men went 
and took him ; but he, out of an acqtlii 
obftinacy, would conform with the 
gers in nothing. But, in bringing him 
* ne would not be prevailed with either! 

mount or difmount his horfe ; but 
the meffengers, at every turn, to lift hiiif 
and off*; and, at the fame time, had 
clerks taking notes, in order to teftify 
aflaul ts of his perfon ; for every one of 
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iiitmded to bring an a6lion of battery, 
fo fell out that, as he was upon the road, 
but midway between Norwich and Lon- 
don, the ' parliament was. proroe^uedy by ; 
arkich the warrant ceafed, and, after that, 
^tbe. cuftody was a falfe imprifonment; and 
ytferdon brought his aftion for it againfl: the 
flengers, which aftion w&s tried at the 
Exchequer ban The fpeaker (William 
llliams) himfelf, was the front counfel for 
^4c' : defendants, and Jeffries for Verdon, 
Williams faid much to excufe the men, upon ^ 
ount of their invincible ignorance of the . „ 
^prorogation. Upon that, Verdon fteps 
fjfcrth, arid. My lord, faid he, if Sir William 
wUh'afns will here oron his hand to the war^ 
rmt,' I will Jiraight difcbarge thefe men* 
Jeffries was fo highly picafed with this gaf- 
\ conade of his chent, that he loved him ever 
■ ffter; of which Verdon felt the good effefts, 
; : when his learned counfel came that circuit 
as chief juftice ; for although many eom- 
, plaints were intended againft him, and fuch 
' as were thought well enough grounded, yet 
he came off fcot free. 
. ^ /i T ,. 7 This was the great Efpoufed th« 

Eaft India company. Jcaufe that depend- 'ETiVdfa 
td, at that time, againfl Sands for interlop- company, 
mg • but concernea the merchants in London, againft the 
, jirno complained againfl the E^fl' India ^^^^^ ^^^^^' 
'icompany for being a monopoly, and began 
idmofl to form an int&rloping company. 
iBut the judgment of law, being for the cpm-^ 
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l^^ibnK into the king's fervice^ as hift 

dkiM could be more counter to th^ hec^ 
iu^mnnouxofthii chief juftice, that.ufed 
Mittttiwk]«/andevenuimmiri, without 
iq^y. than) mis employing of Poliexfen. 
[l£ar is .(Hie branch of that chiefs expe-H** fcouring 
m id the weftg which is his vilitation of ^fV^jfioi"' 
tatir ofBrtftol, that hath fome fingulari* and the roay- 
;i<kf a nature fo ftrange, that I think them for^'kidSiV 
tk Dsy time to relate. There had been ing. * °*^ 
l^gpB among the aldermen and juftices of 
ctty (where all perfons, even common. 
pNJBMfpers, more or lefs, trade to the 
I^BWan plantations) to carry over crimi^ 
|r who Were pardoned with coi^itionof 
pportation^ and to feU them for money* 
ii was found to be a good trade ; but» not 
i|||^ content to take fuch felons as were 
mA at their affifes and feffions^ which 
jinctd but a few; they found out a (horter 
f!^ which yielded a greater plenty, of tl)e 
tmodity. And that was this. The 
||Kor aoi juftices» or fome of them^ ufually 
t .at their toUey (a court houfe by their 
Jkquer) about nooui which was the 
icing of the merchants^ as at the Exchange 
Uonaon; and thet^ they iat and did juC- 
t bttfincfe^ that wai brought before thenS. 
ttcMfinall rogues^ andpilferers^ wer§tai:en 
lAittaght there, and« upon extsuninationt 
isiatAtr the terror of being hai^ged^ in 
f^^.tOi wikioh, mittimus's wsrbmkmg» 
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fome of the diligent officers attending, in- 
ftrufted them to pray tranfportation, as the 
only way to fave them ; and, for the racJl 
part, they did fo. Then, no more was 
done; but the next alderman in courfe took 
one and another, as their turns came, fome- 
times quarreling whofe the laft was, and 
fent them over and fold them. This trade 
had been driven for many years, and 
notice taken of it. Some of the wealthier 
aldermen, although they fat in the court and 
connived, as Sir Robert Cann for inftance, 
. never had a man ; but yet they were al 
involved in the guilt, when the charge came 
over them. It appears not how this out 
ragious praftice came to the knowledge of 
the lord chief juftice;" but, when he had 
hold of the end, hemadethoroughftitch wort 
with them ; for he delighted in fuch fair 
opportunities to rant. He came to the city 
and told fome that he had brought a broom U 
fweep them. The city of Brillol is a proud 
body, and their head, the mayor, in ibe 
affife commifTion, is put before the judge of 
affife; though, perhaps, it was not fo in this 
extraordinary commilfion of oyer and ter- 
miner. But for certain, when his lordfliip 
came upon the bench, and examined thfi 
matter, he found all the aldermen 
juftices concerned in this kidnapping tradfi 
more or lefs, and the mayor himfelf as bai 
as any. He thereupon turns to the mayor, 
accoutred with his fcarlct and furs, and gavt 
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him all the ill names that fcolding eloquence 
could fupply; and fo, with rating and 
flaring, as his way was, never left till he 
made him quit the bench, and go down to , - 

' the crirainars port at the bar; and there he 
pleaded for himfelf, as a common rogue, or 
thief, muft have done: and when the mayor 
hefitated a little, or flackened his pace, he 
bawled at him, and, ftamping, calleid for his 
guards; for he was general by commiffion. 
Thus the citizens law their fcarlet chief 
magiftrate at the bar, to their infinite terror 

' and amazement. He then took fecurity of 
them to anfwer informations, and fo left 
them to ponder their cafes amongft themfel ves. 
At London Sir Robert Cann applied, by 
friends, to appeafe him, and to get from un- 
der the profecution, and at lall he granted it, 
faying. Go thy way; Jin no more, lejl n worfe 
thing come unto thee. The profecutions de- 
pended till the revolution, which made an 
amnefty ; and the fright only, which was no 
fmall one, was all the puniChment thefe ju- 
ridical kidnappers underwent; and the 
gains acquired by fo wicked a trade, refted 
peacefully in their pockets. 

' <^\r irAyr. Tr^.7r^r 1 Hc wasacountryman sirjohnTre- 
Sir John Trevor, j^^ ^^^^ Lord Chief vor trought 

Juftice Jeffries, and his favourite. It may '^^Ji^^^^^^^^ 
not be amifs to (hew a little of him, that* it planting Jef- 
may appear what fort of men that chief ^'^*®'' 
brought forward. He was bred a fort of 
trlerk in old^ Arthur Trevor's chamber, an 

VOL, II. I 
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eminent and worthy profeffor of the law in 
the Inner Temple. A gentleman, that vi^ 
fited Mr. Arthur Trevor, at his going out, 
obferved a ftrange-looking boy in his ckrk's 
feat (for no perfon ever had a worfe fort of 
fquint than he had)and afked whothat youth 
was ? A kin/man of mine, faid Arthur Trevor, 
that I have ailtmed to Jit here^ to Uam th^ 
knavijh part of the law. This Johp Trevor 
grew up, and took in with the game(lers» 
among whom he was a great proficient: 
and, being well grounded in the law, proved 
a critick in refolving gaming cafes, and 
doubts, and had the authority of a j}}dge 
amongft them ; and his fentence, for the mou 
part, carried the caufe. From this exercife, 
he was recommended by Jeffries to be of the 
king's counfel, and then m^fter of the rolls, 
and, like a true gamefter, he fell to the good 
work of fupplanting his patron and friend: 
and had certainly done it, if King James's 
affairs had flood right up much longer; for 
he was advanced fo far with him, as to vilify 
and fcold with him publickly in Whitehall. 
He was chofen fpeaker in King James's par* 
liament, and fcrved in the fame poft after 
the revolution. Once, upon a fcrutiny of 
bribery in the houfe of commons, in favour 
of one Cook, a creature of Sir Jofiah Cbild% 
who ruled the Eafl India company, it wa^ 
plainly difcovered that the fpeaker Trevor 
had looo/. upon which the debate run ban} 
upon him^ and he fat above fix hour$ a» 
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prolocutor in an affembly that paft that time 
with calling him all to nought to his face; 
and, at length, he was forced, or yielded, to 
put the queftion upon himfelf, as in the 
form, as many ^ as are of opinion that Sir Jokri 
Trevor is guilty of corrupt bribery by receiving ^ 
&C* and, in declaring the fenfe of the houfe, 
declared himfelf guilty. The houfe rofe, and 
be went his way, and came* there no more. 
But whether the members thought (hat the 
being (b baited in the chair was punifhment 
enough, or for his taking fuch grofs correc- 
tion lo patiently and conformably; or elfe, 
a matter once out of the way, was thought 
pf no more ; it is certain that he never was* 
molefted farther -about that matter; but con- 
tinued in his poft of mafter oi the rolls, 
equitable judge of the fubjefls, intefefts, 
and eftates, to the great encouragement of , 
prudent bribery for ever after^ 

About bailing of the lords,"! This hp^th been Undenouk- . 
His deliberating, rcfolu. touched ^l^e- J^^J^*^ J^"^^ 
tion, and deceitfulneft in | wbiere. The failed, and 
. thftt affair. J lords were the ^^^^ other 

five in the Tower for the pbt; and it feejps °^'* p*^«'^- 
that his determining upon thf queftion to 
bail them, helped to lift him into his place of 
chi?f of the King's Bench ; but, at the tpuch, 
kt failed. 

Pffcrto eome upon 1 This wa^ a prefijpjp- 

the Scotch affainj* I tk)n no Engiifh couijr 

IfiUor, but the premier minifter-, pr^endfj<^ 

I 2 



116 THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

to; and (hews a violent forwardneft, as if it 
aimed at no Icfs. 

Trimming pro Sacheverel,^ Mr. Sacheve- 
redarg. attorn. Trimmed I rel was a fierce 
for the fide of Sacheverel, Vhero againfl: 
and reproved the attoruey V the court m the 
general. -^houfe of com- 

mons ; and, being profecutedby the attorney 
general for fome mifdemeanor, the lord 
chief juftice fided with him, and reproved 
the attorney general. It is only an inftance 
of his taking- in with the heads of the anti- 
court party. - 

IntroduELio Roe. ? This was another like in- 
Introduced Roe. A ftance ; for Roe was a 
. clofe fervant of Monmouth's: which comes 
vile near fiding againft his matter and bene- 
faftor, the Duke of York. 



Thegttnerai Noify in nature. Turbulent 

chara6ter of ^t firft fctting OUt. Dcfcr- 

iremarkSe ^cr in difficulties. Full of 



V 

> 



This, to con- 
clude, is the 
fummary 



difcovery of tricks. Helped by fimilar i charafter of 

bim ; hi* in- friendfhips. Honeftv, law, the Lord 

thejuiiiceof policy, alike. j Chief Juftice 

the court. Jeffrics, and needs no interpreter. And, 

fince nothing hiftorical is amifs in a defign 

like this, I will fubjoin what I have perfon- 

ally noted of that man ; and fome things ci 

inaubitable report concerning him. His 

friendfhip and converfation lay much among 

the good fellows and humourifts; and his 

delights were, accordingly, drinking, laugh- 
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ing, finging, kiffing, and all the extravagan- 
ces: of the bottle. He had a fet of banterers^ 
£bx the raoft part, near him; as, in old tijncv 
^reat men kept fools to make them roeiyry..\ 
J\.nd thefe fellows, abufing one another and! 
t:heir betters, were a regale to him. And 
no friendfliip or dearnels could be fo great, 
in private, which he would not ufe ill, and 
^o an extravagant degree, in publick. No 
one, that had any expeftations from him,^ 
^was fafe from his public contempt and deri- 
fion, which fome of his minions, at the bar, 
bitterly felt. Thofe above, or that could hurt, 
or benefit, him, and none elfe, might depend 
on fair quarter at his hands. When he was 
in temper, and matters indifferent came be- 
fore him, he became his feat of juftice better 
than any other I ever faw in his place. He 
took a pleafure in mortifying fraudulent at- 
torneys, and would deal forth his feverities 
with a fort of majefty. He had extraordi- 
iwry natural abilities, but little acquired, 
beyond what praftice in affairs had fupplied. 
He talked fluently, and with fpirit; and his 
weaknefs was tliat he could not reprehend 
without fcolding; and in fuch Billinlgate 
language, as fhould not come out of the 
mouth of any man. He called it ^ofm/ag' ^i, 
lick with the rough Jide of his tongue. It was 
ordinary to hear him fay. Go, you are filthy^ 
loufy^ knitty rofcaJ; with much more of like 
elegance. Scarce a day pail that he did not 
chme fome one, or othef, of the bar, when 
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he fat in the Chancery : and it was commonty 
a le6lure of a quarter of an hour long. And 
they ufed to fay. This is yours; my turn wiil 
be to-morrow. He feemed to lay nothing of 
his bufinefs to heart, nor care what he did^ 
or left undone ; and fpent, in the Chancery 
courts what time he thought fit to fpare,^ 
Many times, on days of cauies at his houfe^ 
^6 company have waited five hours in a 
morning, and^ after eleven^ he hath come 
out infidmed^ and ikring like one dj(lfa6led» 
And that vifage he put on when he animad^ 
vejted Oft fueh ^% he took offence atj whith 
made him a terrw to re^l offemleri ; whom 
2iMb he terrified, with his face and voice^ a9 
if the thunder of the day of judgment bfoktf 
over theif heads: and nothing ever madtf 
men tremble like his vocal inflidtiorts. He 
kjved to infult, and was bold without check ; 
btit that only when his place was uppermofty 
To give an inftance. A city attorney was 
petitioned againft for fome abufe; and affir 
diavft was made that, when he was told of my 
Jofd chancellor. My lord chancelht, faid he, 
I made bim; meaning his being a means to 
bring him early into city bufinefs. Wh«l 
this affidavit was read, tVell, faid the Idud 
thanceUor, then I ^ill lay my mak^r by tbi 
heels. A^d^ with that tcwjceit, dne ©f hM 
bdi i)ld ftrieflds wdnt to jaiL One of thefe 
hitempefaMces wa£i fdtal to him, Th^e \t^ 
pL fcm^nigt- of Wtfpping bfdnght to he«n«# 
ffx reli^ ^\^ X bodKndry botid< ^h« 
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<^ontingenGy of iofing all being fhewed, th6 

bill was going to be difmiffed. But one of the 

plaintiff's counfel faid that he was a ftrang* 

fellow, Attd fometinies went to church, fome- 

limes to conventicles ; and none could tell 

irhat to make of him ; and it was thought he 

W&4 a trimmer. At that the chancellor 

fired; and^ trimmer ! faid he; I have heard 

fmtcb of that monjler^ but never faw one. 

Came forthi Mr. Trimmer y turn you rounds 

and let us fee your Jhape: and, at that rate, 

talked fo long that the poor fellow was 

ready to drop under him; but, at laft, the 

bill was difmiffed with cofts, and he went his 

^v^ay. Irt th6 hall, ' one of his friends afked 

him how he came off? Came off^ faid he, / 

4im efcapedfrom the terrors of that man's face 9 

'zjohtch I would fcarce undergo again tofave my 

life; and I fhall certainly have the frightful 

imffreffion of it as long as I live. Afterwards, 

wrhen the Prince of Orange came, and all 

-was in confulion, this lord chancellor, being 

very obnoxious, difguifed himfelf in order to 

go beyond fea. He was in a feaman's garb, 

and drinking a pot in a cellar. This fcri- 

vener came into the cellar after fome of his 

clients; and his eye caught that face, which 

made him ftart ; and the chancellor, feeing 

himfelf eyed, feigned a cough, and turned to 

tihe wall with his pot in his hand. But Mr. 

"Primmer went out, and gave notice that he 

%vas there ; whereupon the mob flowed in, 

and he was in extreme hazard of his life ; 
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bat the lord mayor faved him, and loft him* 
felf. For the chancellor being hurried with 
fuch croud and noife before him, and ap- 
pearing fo difmally, not only difguifed but, 
difordered ; and there having been an amity 
betwixt them, as alio a veneration on the 
lord mayor s part, he had not fpirits to fuf- 
tain the (hock, but fell down in a fwoon; 
and, in not many hours after, died. But 
this Lord Jeffries came to the feal without 
any concern at the weight of duty incumbent 
upon him ; for, at the firft, being merry 
over a bottle with Tome of his old friends» 
one of them told him that he would find the 
bufinefs heavy. No, faid he, I'll make it tighL 
But, to conclude with a ftrange inconfiften* 
cy, he would drink, and be merry, kiis and 
flaver, with thefe bon companions ova 
night, as the way of fuch is, and, the next 
day, fall upon them, ranting and fcolding 
with a virulence unfufferable. 
Dignffioii Some time before his lordfhip was prefer- 

^''J^^'' elft ^^^ ^^ ^^^ S''^^^ ^^^'» ^^^ Lord Chief Jufticc 
had Teafon, Pembcrton was removed, and was fucceeded 
At this time, by Sir Fdmund Saunders. Both of whoiDi 
*^j^^f^"*^"* being eminent in the profeffion of the law, 
trufted. and cotemporaries of his lordftiip, I (hall 
take this opportunity of faying fomethtngof 
their chara6ters : but, before I proceed fo 
far, it will be proper to folve a queftion much 
toffc^d about in thofe days. And that was 
whether the court was not to blame, fc^ 
appointing men. to places of judgment, when 



w 

were 
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great matters of law, and of mighty confe- 
quence, depended to be heard and deter- 
mined, whofe opinions were known before* 
hand; of which it is eafy to fay (as the 
anti-court party did) that judges were made 
to ferve turns. This queftion turns upon 
the fuppofed integrity of the government. 
They are, as all governments muft be, 
entrufted with power; which power may 
be ufed to good or ill purpofe. If it be to 
ill, it is no objeftion to the reafonablenefs of 
the power, becaufe power muft be. > Here 
a government is befet with enemies, ever 
watching for opportunities to deftroy it; 
and, having a power to choofe whom to 
truft, the taking up men, whofe principles 
are not known, is more than an even chance 
that enemies are taken into their bofom. 
Here the government firft confulted of the 
juftice by law againft the city's charter, and 
found, by clear advice, that it was forfeited, 
and ought to be accordingly condemned; 
and, uppn the event, vaft importances hung; 
even the peace of the nation. Would any 
government in the world, truft that juftice 
to. the arbitrament of enemies, or run the 
hazard of having fuch? Or, were it a doubt 
of opinion only, would they pot be fure of 
men to judge, whofe underftandings and 
principles were foreknown ? What is thenife 
of jx)wer, but to fecure juftice? It may, it's 
true, proteft the contrary ; and fo men may 
kill one another; as they fay that every 



* \ 



IAT£ 

::fe and dea 

acamll thej 

mav not ca 

«" !s to be ( 

r irrtions 

C verno 

-'-•avly Ic 

-jgh 

^:::..\ ma 

ij : wi 

r f -r.me 

--r-la 

rn3 

- ^:^tT e 

— i« 1 
\! it 

:^ :r. beii 

^ ?»znch.. '. 

V": .:::fe ai 

::: : I^fc:arc 

: J- dhat, 

. -t :r\.»i4-:f :.^ iuch 
•..JiC^s. A-^.i do n 
.w.:--^- . . lAxica a'/l to a 



,»* »- 



L&kty HEEl?Eli GUILFORD. 125 

\r wifer thin thofe that went before theifi. 
'hereforc it is the moft imparti&l chafaftet 
of a judge to defer to elderfhip, or dntiquity. 
But to proceed : this man's tnorals were very 
indifferent; for his beginnings w6re de>. 
attached, and his ftudy and firft praftice in 
:he goal. For, havitig been one of the 
icrceft town rakes, and fpetit more than he 
ind df his own, his cafe forced him upon 
iwt expedient for a lodging : and there he 
Made fo good ufe of his leilure, and bufi^d 
liiftfelfwith thecafeis of his fellow dollegiates, 
>A6!n he informed ^tid advifed fo {Iciifully, 

hat he was reputed the moft ftotable ftWoMt^ 
#ithiti thofe Walls; &nd, at length, hft came 

iut a fharper at the law. After that, h6 

»<>ceeded to ftudy and prttftice, till he was 

^tttment^ and made a ferjeam. After h<J 
m thief juftice of the Kirig's Bench, hd 
woved, *s I faid, k great ruler, and nothitig 
nttli fttod in the way of hi* authority. 1 

Ad a few thitigs noted of him by his lord- 
hip. 

3ait of Lady Ivye, where x The lady pro- Mortified an 

advifed that there waslfecutedjohnfciti^^^^^^^^^^ 

fiftbofflation, for which Vfor this fubor- 

Tohnfon was ruined, and \ nation, by itt- 

fiMtit broke. • formatipn in 

fli* Kill's Bendh, and th6 eaufe was tried 

befcffe Pemberton. It appeared that John- 

fttl fead ftO cOneWfi, or words, but by way 

Jfudvic^ to hii Client; but he was bornt 

IbWb ahd €Ottvia; at whith the fellow took 
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a frauduleDt 
conveyance 
for Sir Wil- 
liam Doyly. 



defpair and died. It was thought his mea* 
fure was very hard and cruel ; and that fomc 
mighty point of intereft, in her ladyfhqi's 
law-fuits, depended upon this man's funeriD^ 
Concerneciin Doyly's fettlemcnt a cheat,^ This fraudulcil 

for want of words ufual conveyances* 
Q. by whofe contrivance, i managed !» 
But he advifed. J tween Sir Ro- 

bert Baldock and Pemberton. It is certan 
it was paffed by Pemberton, who was tk 
counfel chiefly relied on ; but not fo certia 
it was his contrivance; for Baldock bii 
wit and will enough to do it. . The device 
was to make two jointures, as of the manoa 
of A and B, complete, and without words of 
reference of the one to the other, as in pmk 

^c. or together with inJuU^ whereby tk 

one called upon the other. The ufe. madej 
of this trick was mortgaging both thefc 
eftates as free, but, in truth, encumbeial 
with the jointure and fettlement. For, .aih 
on the profer of A to be mortgaged, and tfe 
counfel demanding a fight oF the marriii^ 
fetdement, that of B was fhewed; Tlirtll 
upon the profer of B, the fettlenjent of 
was fliewed; and fo the cheat pafled 
both. 
Removed be- This chief juftice fat in the King's Bcndl 

fore the judg- ^.Jjj ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^j. Qaufe of ' 
ment agamlt • n i -^ r ▼ ^ 

London upon quo Warranto agamlt the city or London 
the quo war- to be brought to judgment ip that com 
ranto. ^^^ ^.j^^^ j^-^ majefty thought. fit .to rej 
him. And the truth is it was not thoi 
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any way reafonable to truft that caufe, on 
which the peace of the government fo much 
depended, in a court where the chief never 
(hewed fo much regard to the law as to his 
wifl; and notorious as he was for little ho- 
nefty, boldnefs, cunning, and incontroulable 
Opinion of himfelf. After this removal, 
he returned to his praftice, and by that (as 
it feems the rule is) he loft his ftyle of lord- 
Ihip, and became bare Mr. Serjeant again. 
His bufinefs lay chiefly in the Common Pleas, 
where his lordfhip prefided': and however 
feme of his brethren were apt to infult him; 
his lordfhip was always careful to reprefs 
fuch indecencies; and, not only protefted 
but, u fed him with much humanity. For 
nothing is fo fure a fign of a bad breed as 
infulting over the deprened. 

The Lord Chief Juftice Saunders fucceed- The Lord 
cd in the room of Pemberton. His charac- Chief Juftice 

J I . 1 . . 11/1 Saunders ot 

ter, and his beginning, were equally Itrange. wonderful 
He was at firft no better thaii a poor beggar beginning, 
boy, if not a par ifh foundling, wit"OUt *^^^^^^^^*' 
known parents, or relations. He had found ?er. 
away to live by obfequioufnefs (in Clement's- 
Inn, as I remember) and courting the attor- 
nies clerks for fcraps. The extraordinary 
obfervance and diligence of the boy, made 
di6 fociety willing to do him good. He 
appeared very ambitious to learn to write; 
and one of the attornies got a board knocked 
*iip at a window on the top of a (laircafe ; 
isntd that wasr his defk, where he fat and wrote 
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the family; and, being no changlin^, he 
aever removed, but was true to his friemJs, 
wi they to him, to the laft hour of his 



So much for his perfon and education. His great 
Ajs for his parts, none had them more lively P*""^^' '*^' ^ 

[flan he. Wit and repartee, in an atiectea of nature as 
r^fticity, were natural to him. He was ever well as ho- 
¥ady, and never at a lofs; and none Cc^me"®^^* 

near as he to be a match for Serjeant 
Mainard. His great dexterity was in the 
urt of fpecial pleading, and he wpuld lay 
Dares that often caught his fuperiors who 
wre not aware of his traps. And he was 
b fond of fuccefs for his clients that, rather 
Jian fail, he would fet the court hard with a 
jrick; for which he met fdmetimes with a 
Reprimand, which he would wittily ward off, 
bthat no one was much offendea with him. 
Jut Hales could not bear his irregularity of 
ife ; and for that, and fufpicion of his tricks, 
lie to bear hard upon him in the court. 
But no ill ufage from the bench was too 
i^rd for his hold of bufinefs, being fuch as 
carce any could do but himfelf. With all 
]|iss h^ had a goodnefs of nature and^difpo- 
ition in fo great a degree that he may be 
fcf^rv^dly ftyled a phihntkrope. He w»8 

1 very Si/enus to the boys, as, in thi^ place, 
Lnmy term the ftudents of the law, to make 
Htm mef ry whenever they had a mind to 
tf He hf^ nothing of rigid or au&ere ip 
Hsgu If <ipyi ufiu him at the bar^ gruml^l«<i 
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at his ftcnch, he ever converted the com- 
plaint into content and laughing with the 
abundance of his wit. As to his ordinary 
dealing, he was as honcftas the driven fnow 
was wnite; and why not, having no regard 
for money, or deJire to be rich? And,* 
for good nature and condefcenfion, there 
was not his fellow. I have feen him, for 
hours and half hours together, before the 
court fat, ftand at the bar, with an audience 
of ftudents over againft him, putting of caies, 
and debating fo as fuited their capacities, and 
encouraged their induftry. And fo in the 
Temple, he feldom moved without a pared 
of youths hanging about him, and he merry 
ana jefting with them. 
Taken into It will be readily conceived that this man 
I? eft Then"' ^^^ ^ever cut out to be a prefbyter, or any 
Ch. Juft.of thing that is fevere and crabbed: In no 
the King's time did he lean to faftion, but did his bufi- 
x^ntSfftnln "^^^ without offencc to any. He put rfl 
apoplexy and officious talk of government or politicks, 
paify. with jefts, and fo made his wit a cathohcoD,| 

or (hield, to cover all his weak places and 
infirmities. When the court fell into a] 
fteady courfe of ufing the law againft aHj 
kinds of offenders, this man was taken into 
the king's bufinefs; and had the plrt of 
drawing, and perufal of almoft all indi^ 
ments and informations that were thenvto ix| 
profecuted, with the pleadings thereon ii 
were fpecial; and he had the fettling' oft 
large pleadings in the quo warranto 
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London. His lordfhip had no fort of con- 
verfation with him, but in the wav ot 
bufinefs, and at the bar; but once, after he 
was in the king's bufinefs, he dined wJth his 
lordfhip, and no more. And there he (hewed 
another qualification he had acquired, and 
that was to p!ay jigs upon an harpfichord; 
having taught himfelf with the opportunity 
of an old virginal of his landlady's; but in 
fuch a manner, not for defeft but figure, as 
to fee him were a jeft. The king, obferving 
him to be of a free difpofition, loyal, friend- 
ly, and without greedinefs or guile, thought 
of him to be the chief jullice of the King's 
Bench at that nice time. And the miniftry 
could not but approve of it. So great a 
weight was then at Hake, us could not be 
trufted to men of doubtful principles, or 
fuch as any thing might tempt to defert 
them. While he fat in the court of King's 
Bench, he gave the rule to the general fatis- 
faftion of the lawyers. But his courfe of 
life was fo different from what it had been, 
his bulinefs inceffant, and, withal, crabbed; 
and his diet and exercife changed, that the 
conftitution of his body, or head rather, 
could not fuftain it, and he fell into an apo- 
plexy and pal fy, which numbed his parts; 
andne never recovered the ftrength of them. 
He out-lived the judgment in the quo war' 
ranto; but was not prefent otherwife than 
by fending his opinion, by one of the judges, 
to be for the king, who, at the pronouncing 
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judgment, declared it to tbe court 
::3Rxicg!\% which is frequently done in 



x^ 



- 3ue» m return to his lordfhip. I may 

^ :taie jcocher ca£^ in which it appeared hii 

5 [oaSnp's confickration of juftice iurmounted 

'' iXB wiU« which was always inclined to be 

{oed to tboK of bis profeffion, efpecially if 

le !mi 2 real value and efteem for them. 

rtie Duke of Backs was difpofed to fell an 

esfaue iD Lcicefterihire. It was while my 

Lvnti Xoctin^am had the great feal. His 

lou Hcne«^> a celebrated orator in chan* 

c^arv pnidice> bad formerly bought of the 

iukc 4n eftafie at Aldborough in Suflex: 

ai!\i tK t a few luits depended in court be- 

\%ctru 'tis grace jjjd his creditors and truftees, 

.n \%aicrt the contention ran high. Mr. 

Vmu>umo PliUips. an eminent praftifer in 

iK vOviii, iougitt to buy the Leicefterfhire 

. uu^i o4 inc Uukc of Bucks, and contrived 

o nv^ iiK' itauic of Mr. Heneage Finch in 

.iu ukhux Oi\ the, other fide, it was told 

iv Pukv (IkU, il'he let Mr, Finch have the 

l»in JmIv ai an eafy rate, it would be taken 

I. a iclpvOl. and turn to account in his 

v*iul\^> ^^^^ the matter went on, and the 

iHu%h«iliN t>v payment and fealing, finifhed. 

( \wu ihc l>ukc (uund out that he had beea 

nupv'Jv^t v^^K ami that Philips, andnotFinchi 

ut4H ih\> 1^1 purchafer; which if ho had 

l^miu \\ MOH\ be would not have takea, 

U4hI(^ 4VvV^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ P^^ ^^ ^ 
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MCeived. He was fo unfatisfied, that he 
krbught a bill againft Phihps to be relieved 
ai to this 2000/. and, by circum (lances in 
the caufe, it was plain to his lordlhip that 
the Duke's price took in that 2000/. but that, 
for Mr. Finch's fake (or rather his father's) 
he had bated it; and alfo that it was fo pre- 
tended to him only to make him bate that 
futn; fo that his lordlhip decreed Philips to 
pay that fum, over and above his purchafe 
money; which 2000/. he had got off by a 
wily falfe pretence of Mr. Finch's being the 
purchafer. 

I fliall not feleft any more of his eaufes, ConciuSon 
Here. Thefe were fuch as none ever tradu-^^f'^'*},"'""' 
Ced; and they may be collated with fome Arid his lord- 
others that have been fo ufed, to be found in "/'^^ , 
fit place; where it will appear that intereft iio't"rcii'in^ 
and faftion will attack the beft, as well as 'he place* of 
worft, aftions of a magiftrate : for Gander is ^"ha'^^g'^" 
an accufer, and not a defender, and makes 
the worft conftruftion, even of the worthieft 
proceedings; and, when ftriftly juft, allows 
none at all to be, as they ought to be, 
efteemed good. But I muft not forget to 
mention one ferious deliberation, his lordlhip 
had with himfelf, touching the places of 
mafters in chancery ; whether he fhould fell 
them for a price, or give them freely. And 
once he was inclined, and almoft refolved to 
give them, being of opinion that the court 
had not fo much power to coerce exorbitan- 
CM, or to controul their profits, when they 
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bought their places, as if they were conferred 
gratis : for, upon the leaft rumour of a 
reform, they cry out purchafe, valuable con- 
Jideration, &c. Otherwife, there might be 
a power, for the good of the fuitors, and 
advancement of jufticc, to curtail even that 
accuftomed profits. But, upon mature cofw 
fidcration of the matter, it did not appear 
certain to his lordfhip, that pure gift would 
entitle him to that arbitration over them as 
he defired, and thought to ufe; but, as foon, 
as they were touched, they, and all their tribe 
of relations, friends, and interefts, nay, other 
officers, with theirs alfo, would raife as 
hideous a clamour, and be as troublefome to 
hislordfhip, as if he had bellowed ihera free. 
And then he could not hope to return the 
whole twelve, while he fat there, whereby W 
lay all under an equal circumftance: And it 
was a regulation that could not be made but 
by pubhck authority, which might controul 
all alike; and he had no reafon to quit a 
certain advantage to himfelf, upon a very 
doubtful profpetl to do any good thereby. 
.And he alfo reflefted how indifferently fuch 
a generous a6l would be accepted by the 
• publick. It would have been termed cither 
vanity, or folly; and, perhaps, both: and 
alt the fkilful had reputed no better of hioi;, 
and fo, inftcad of having the aftion approvedi. 
he had been rendered coniemptibJe for U, afr 
one that did not nnderfland his own adva» 
tages. If felling fuch places was inconv^ 
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iiirtit, conftant ufage, that eftablifhed ir, 
mufl anfwer. A thanklefs good will is a 
weak virtue, and apt to yield to intereft. 
So his lordftiip gave way to follow the fleps 
of his predecefTors, and difpofcd ihofe places 
for a price, as they had done before him ; 
but withal, to be iatisfied of ihc charafter 
and fitnefs of the perfon prefented to him. 

We here take leave of the high court of The (late and 
Chancery (a grofs cargo upon the fhoulders "he^prbinet 
of the lord keeper) having little or nothing council. 
more to fay of that grandjudicial province, 
and repair to the ftate court, where the king 
'was left in full honour and tranquillity. 
His lordfhip defigned to have left behind 
him the tranfaftions of the court, during his 
miniftry as lord keeper, compiled by hiin- 
felf. I have heard him commend the pafiagc 
of Tacitus in his hiftory, to begin with the 
charafters ofperfonsadlvein puolick affairs, 
and then the ftate of the empire. And he 
had gone fo far towards it, as to note down 
fome names of perfons confiderable at court, 
whom he intended to charaQerifc and de- 
cypher ; with abundance of items and ; 
palfages; but he had no time, nor life, to '' 
bring any fuch defign to perfeftion. He i 
begins with the ftate of the cabinet council, 
that confifted of thole few great officers, 
and courtiers, whom the king relied upon 
for the interior difpatch of his affairs. And 
as offices of the law, out of clerkftiips, fpawn 
other offices, fo this council was derived 
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from the privy: council, which, originally, 
was the fame thing, and derived out of the 
magnum concilium, by that name, mentioned 
in the rolls of parliament; and the fame, 
ont of parliament, authorifed by King 
Henry VII. was known bv the place where 
it fat, viz. the Star-chamber. Affemblies, 
at firft, reafonably conflituted of a due num- 
ber and temper for difpatch of affairs comr 
mitted to them, by improvident encreaTe, 
came to be formal and troublefome, the 
certain confequence of multitude, and there- 
by a new inftitution becomes neceflary: 
whereupon it is found eafier and fafer to 
fuibftittite than to diflblve. Thus the cabinet 
cdunci), which, at firft, was but in the nature 
of a private converfation, came to be a 
formal council, and had the direftion of 
raoft tranfaftions, of the government, foreign 
and domeftick. The Spaniards have pecu- 
liar councils, called juntos, affigned to each 
great branch of the royal power, which pre- 
vents fuch fub-emergem councils as thefe. 



firft note is, " Seymomr 



of 




His lordOiip's 
^ Jately withdrawn.' 



This Mr. Seymour was eldefl. fon 
Sir Eidward Seymour of Devonftiire, one 
of tise icnrghts of the bath. From being a 
wild fpark about town, he came early itrto 
ihe court, and was of that gang that roiuted 
the Lord Chancellor Hyde. His entrance 
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was through the parliament; for, being 
buoyed upon the Weftern alliance, he was 
conhderable in the honfe of commons. He 
ferved, as fpeaker there, diverfe years, and, 
as fuch, was called to the privy council. 
He was ambitious and proud in the higheft 
degree; and was fuppofed to decline no 
means that tended to his advancement. 
When he was of the privy council, he 
fcorned to fpeak at the lower end, where his 
place was, but commonly walked up nearer 
the king» and. Handing behind the chairs of 
the chancellor, or other great lords, fpoke . 
to the king. And, as his nature, fo his 
fpeeches were often arrogant and difrefpeft- 
ful. Once, at the council, he faid to the 
king, S/r, bow long -mil your majefty prevari- 
cate tvitk yourfelf? The king, muttering, 
repeated the word prevancaU diverfe time^, 
hxA m^e no reply. This, probably, joined 
with other like tempered fpeeches, loft him 
the kisg's favour. It is very imprudent to 
give trfience to great men; and no honeft 
meaning will fet it right: for it loofens the 
perfonal interell of the advifer, and, confe- 
quently, the efficacy of the advice. It is 
Jaid that ^fop reproached Solon for his 
unlavoury anfwer to Crcefus; for, laid he. 
What did you come for, if you did not intend to 
pUafe the man? His lordfhip was very forry 
that Seymour was gone; becaufe his af- 
fujning temper might have allayed the over- 
W£eaiug forwardocfs of ibme others of dbe 
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great men; and be thought him to be a 
man of honour, and cordial to the- trua 
Englifli inlereft. 

The podoti; His lordfhip's ftyte of the cabinet wa» 

ofthecabi. wrote thus; 



net, ant] cha- 
rafters of the 
counl«llers. 



" Pofture of ihe cabinet, 

" Earl of Radnor, lord prefident. 

" Marquis of Haliifax, lord privy M 

• " Lord Conway, ) p . • 
,, c . II- > lecretaries. 
'I ' Secretary Jenkins, 5 

>>" Lord Rochefter of the treafury, 

1 /' Duke of Ormond. 

tJi" Sidney Godolphin." 



This pofture of the cabinet pleafed his 
lord(hip well enough; and it. is plainly that 
which Hood when he entered, becaufe no 
notice is taken of the Earl of Nottingham, 
lord chancellor. The Earl of Radnor, 
formerly Lord Roberts of Cornwall, was a 
good old Englilh lord, who was a malccoi>> 
tent when that, called the cabal, reigned 
under the influences of Clifford and Shaftf- 
bury. But, upon the rifing of the contrary 
(or, rather, fanatick) party, that apparently 
diftreffed the king, and thereby forced him 
upon meafures of fafety, which were alfo 
the true intereft of his government, the Lord 
Roberts came in, and, not with Handing his 
uncontroulable teftinefs, and perverfe hu- 
mours, did the king very good fervice. 
The Marquis, formerly Sir Henry Savile<rf 
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Ac North, was a perfon of incomparable 
\nt, formerly a maleconlent alfo, but came 
in to refcue the crown, and continued firm 
ail King Charles the Second's reign ; but 
«hen, and afterwards, he openly oppugned 
jjopery, and particularly in the reign of 
JCing James II. For when the point, of 
Caking away the teil and penal laws was 
urged, with pretence of an equivalent, he 
-VTOie a fmall traft called, The Anatomy of an 
^fuiva/ent. Of the fccretaries, the Lord 
JConway was rather a perfon of great intereft, 
fortune, and pleafure; than cut out for ap- 
yjlication to much bufinefs. But Sir Leoline 
Jenkins was the mod faithful drudge of a 
Secretary, that ever the court had. He was 
B civil lawyer, bred and praftifed; and, 
from the top of that profelfion, was taken 
into the court. For he was dean of the 
arches, judge of the admiralty for diverfe 
years, and withal (as the way of that faculty, 
is) praftifed as advocai"^ in all courts where 
lie was not judge. He was alfo his majefty's 
advocate general. This good man was 
embaffador, and went through the treaty of 
Nimeguen, and, coming home, was made 
fecretary. His learning, and dexterity in 
bufinefs, was great; but his fidelity fur- 
mounted all; for which reafon he was 
mahgned, by the fanaticks, in the highefl: 
degree, even to perfecute his name and 
fortunes after he was dead ; as is fiiewed in 
Xhe J&xamen. His lordftiip contra6ted an 
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indnucy with this gentleman, which I mighl 
call fricndfhip; but the cliara&er is too 
general ; and their union was purely refpefiU 
mg the king's affairs, in which they laboured 
with an exemplary accord. The l,ord 
Rochcfter, forroeriy Lawrence Hyde, ox 
of the younger fons of the Earl of Clarendon, 
was a perfon adroit in all matters of wit and 
bufijiew, being obferx'ed to be always early, 
plodding at the fcrutiny of accounts and 
eftioiates, before the other lords came. His 
infirmities were paflion, in which he would 
fwear like a cutter, and the indulging him. 
felf in wine. But his party was that of the 
church of England, of whom he had ibe 
honour, for many years, to be accounted 
the head. For all men, that aim to become 
great; eljsoufe a party, and, ifpoflible, get 
to be irufted as the head of it, for, then, 
ihey have fomewhat whei-ewith to terrify, 
and, on the other fide, for their own interefli 
to (eli, or betray. The Duke of Ormond 
was a nobleman of rigorous honour, and 
who, next ihe crown, had the chief authorkf 
in Ireland. He was an old cavalier, and 
inexpugnable loyahll. Mr. Gndolphinwas 
a courtier at large, bred a page of honour; 
he had, by his lludy and diligence, mafteied, 
not only all the claflical learning but, all diB 
arts, and entertainments of the court; and, 
being naturally dark, and referved, he be- 
came an adept in court politicks. But hii 
taleot of unravdliag intricate matters, and 



^eaqpofin^ them to an cafy view, wais incom-* 
pdrabte. He was ah elpert gamefier^ and 
caqpabie of all bu^nefs ui wmcfa a courtier 
might hR ; £]tipio]pdL All which, joitieid 
v^th a fdttky of wk^ a)n4 the communtcati^^ 
part of bufityefs, made huh be always ac» 
coumed/ as he reaUy wa$^ a tifitkg man at 
coajtf ■ ' • 

His lordflup's next note {lands thus, 
^^ Alterations, 

^[ ij^ord Sunderland introduGe4» and made 
^* fecretary in the room of the Lord Gon- 
"* way,** 

Tfaisriohaiige was very myAeriDus at that Lord San. 
timt; bint the feaurf hath denronftrated that J^^^^^^^^^ 
tlxeDivke of YorK hiroiight it about; for the oar,ber^n 
Lord Sunderland had etxg^g^ an all hts J^'^^mand his 
mcafores, and wrought accordingly, till he ^l, ^ ^i„^ 
hdd his pwn defign accoimplifbed im Yhe antipathy, 
niin of his mafter. He had been fetretary 
Word; and <:amc in when the Lord Shafti- 
Iniry was made lord prefident of the council, 
•and then was looked upoa as an omen of a 
' filimg court : fo early was he underftood. 
It is. well remembered, that, when the 
&£lknis fide of that council, ami no le& the 
lioiffe oT commons, were intent upon turning 
out the kinfi['s friends, and plaon^ the op- 

viiere noade at the Duke of Lauderdale, and 
(be Lord Keeper North, and the commif- 
^ns of tfie peace and lieutenancy were 
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to be reformed, there was not a little oppo- 
fition made; and the king was careful, by 
not yielding to thefe men, to fave hirafeli. 
The fpeech of this noble lord at the coun- 
cil, in his drawling way, is related in the 
Examen, and will lerve to illuftrate the po- 
liticks of that peer. The king could not, at 
that time, bear with him long, but turned 
him out ; and fo the council was purged ; for 
the reft of the party were dilbanded, or left 
out, or deferted about the fame time. AH 
this was lefs ftrange than his coming Iq 
again. We thought that the Duke of York 
)iad not intereft enough to have done it 
.( without the adjun6l of the Frerich ladies, 

^' whofe favour, with money and courtfliip, 

a,V.v he failed not to purchafe. It is certain trai 

••* he was a moft faftidious averfion to the Lord 

^|;, Keeper North. They fay that animals, 

out of a contrariety of their natures, have a 
mutual antipathy, and can fcarce bear the 
fight of each other. I know well that his 
lordfhip fcarce ever faw, or fpoke of him, 
without a chagrin ; and, after he was re- 
flored to the fecretary's office, and place in 
the cabinet, his lordfhip declared he had no 
hopes of any good at court. Nor was thl* 
noble lord behind-hand with his lordfhip. 
in his kind thoughts towards him ; which, 
fprouting out in Ipeeches and a6lions, w«e 
as venemous as the deadly nightfliade; 
but, for want of apt concurrents, as to all 
harm to his lordfhip, or his reputation, 
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vaih^and enervous. He laid a plot to faften 
a^wfaoreupon his lordfhip, that he might 
hk the reputation he haa of moral virtue 
untainted. That he rode upon a rhinoceros, 
that he might foe defpifed; and other ftrata* 
gems as lilfy; of which a particular account 
will be given elfewhere : and all this with- 
out the leaft offence, by word, or aftion, on 
his Iord(hip's part to difguft him. But the 
canker was his lordfliip's unmoved conftancy 
and. fidelity to the cnurch and monarchy 
fettled by law, both which his lordfhip (the 
Earl) wrought to overturn : and he could 
not bear fuch an obftacle in his way, with* 
out attempting to remove it. However, 
fuch enmities, at court, have the eSt&, of 
Mendfihips elfewhere : for a man is known 
by his avoiding, as well its by his herding, 
with particular people. I muft not foi|;et 
to adci here, that his lordfhip, by his external 
behaviour, with refpeft to this flate fecre- 
tary^ made no refentments for his clandefline 
iDJiiry, but kept that even temper with him 
as the king's aflfairs required ne (hould do. 
His lordfliip had a brother*in-law, who, 
being a courtier, and of a lofty genius, habi- * 
tiuted in the gaming fociety of that lord, 
^nd was fo far impoted on as to mediate a 
nearer con verfation with him; and it went 
fo ifar, that bis lordfhip yielded to a ptojeft 
of an iinvitation by dining with the fecretary ; 
andJhad the hqnour to be there:* but I 
iiiuft lay, that I never faw fo filetit a feaft^as 
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that was. There was little to be amended, 
for little was faid on either fide. We came 
away; and his lordfliip chofe to be fo &r 
rude as not to croFs invite, rather than bear 
the like confequences of fuch another intcN 
courfe of his own defigning. 

The next note runs thus, "Spring 1684. 
*• Secretary Jenkins quits to Sidney Godot' 
" phin." 

The worth of The lofs of this fccrctary was a gnait 
sirLeoiine mortification to his iordftiip. I have often 
thechan^" heard him fay, upon that occahon, that he 
much for the was abfolutely alone in the court; and that 
^°'^^' no one perfon was left in it, with whom he 
could fafely confer in the atlairs of the 
public. While the fecretary Rood, and the 
Lord Halifax, and the Lord Hyde, who 
had fpirits, and were hearty, they often met 
at the fecretary 's in evemngs, to confider of 
fuch dependances as were to come before 
the king the next day. The benefit of 
which was very confiderable to the king's 
affairs, as well as to themfelves; for 16 the 
matters were better underftood than if no 
previous deliberation had been taken; and 
they were not unprepared to fpeak to them 
in terms proper for nis majefty to entertain 
without miftakes, or clafhing one with ano- 
ther; as happens, fomelimes, about mere 
words, when the thing is agreed. But, after 
this change, they ail began to look gravely ^ 
upon one another, and to talk only of i " 
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itdwigs. This fecretary was hotitutixfid 
I but quitted for confideratioiiv &A' the 
t implies. He was a perfon thut^ toge« 
' vnth incomparable veracity;, idemy; 
iftry, and couraffe,..had ibme perlbnal 
ngs; for, being ufed to forms^ he was a 
? pedantic, and of a tender vifage;>r 
rg inclined to iaugh immoderately at a 

efpecially if it were fmutty, the king 
dd him Gut^ and failed not, suter the ten«- 
cy of his own fancy, to ply hit ibcretairy 
I conceits of that coflapie£lion ; and io 
the diveriion of lauding at th)e inipo^ 
pe of the other's gravity. It is not amifs 
iibjoin here an hiftonetie to ihew the 
le of this minifter. In the Weftminfter 
[iament, the houfe of commons was very 
rfe to the court, and, from a party very 
talent there, the loyalifts fell under great 
ouragements. Amongft the reft, this 
d fecretary was found fault widi for 
ethinr relevant he had uttered on the 
rt fidfe. Diverfe members, from the 
(lility of his manner in fpeaking, fuppefed 

to be a mild yielding man, and, to ex- 
3 him, confulted about ceilfuring his 
ds, and ordering him to the bar, and to 
pardon upon his knees. Add if this 
eriment had been pulhed, and he had 
Miked, as they <raU it, that is recanted, 
whined for an excufe, then he had beea 
Ml 'e*«ry refpeft-j for a fneakin^ man ' 
ie^pttfed and rgefiled on all fidedli^iBut 
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for fi^ar this, in the execotioOf mi^t Imi 
an unlucky return upon them, they rdblved 
firft to (bund him ; for a fecretary of flatt 
19 no flight perfon to fend to the Tower» as 
muft have been done of courfe, if he had 
flood firm. Thereupon^ fbme half-faced 
friends told him that he 'would be accufed, 
and muft kneel. He anfwered them, in Im 
formal way, ibai be was a poor creature^ nti I 
wortb tbe refintment rftbe bou/e : heJbouU k I 
ohDajfsfubmiJJhe to fucb great fMH as ibeywre^ 
in every tbing tbai concerned bhnfelf. Buf, as 
be baa tbe bonour to be bis m(gefiy*s JecretO) 
offtate^ tbe cafe was not bis^ but bis mafier\ 
and^ by tbe grace of tbe living God^ be w^ 
kneel to^ and ajk pardon of^ no mortal u^ 
earthy but tbe king be ferved^ and to bim 9fJj^ 
would he give an account of a/ty tbing Jont 
with intent to fervt bim. This fliewed that 
the bufinefs was like to be too hot for that 
time, and the defign of it like to fail ; and fo 
it was let drop. But the fecretary was tnet 
with at Oxford, when he was ordered to 
carry up the impeachment againft Fitzharrk; 
and) alter all his huffing and ftriving, he 
found it bed to do it. But, to return, it vas 
notorious that, after this fecretary retired, 
the king's affairs went backwards; wheels 
within wheels took place; the miniftctt 
turned formalifers, and the court myfieriottk 
And no wonder when the two then lec(cn* 
ries, profeffed gamefters and court-^uroftb 
fupphed the more retired cabak,. and* being 
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habituated in artifice, efteemed the honeft 
plain dealers, under whofe miniftry the king's 
affairs were fo well recovered, to be no 
better than beafts of burthen. And the next 
note (hews the refult of this mercurial 
courtfhip. 

" Upon difcovery of the confpiracy D, Y." 

The fubjeft of thefe notes being the ca- The Duke of 
binet, it is here plain that an handle was York came 
taken from that difcovery, to let in the blnet^by^co- 
Duke of York. The common obloquy, lour of the 
upon the court, had all along been that the ^y^ P^^*- 
duke, and, confequently, the papifts, had 
influence upon the publick counfels: and 
not long beiore this time, fuch a ftep, as this 
was, would havp been loudly ventilated 
abroad, as a plain declaration that popery 
was to govern, with defign to have rumed 
the king's intereft and credit with the gen- 
tlemen of England. But now faftion was 
low, though not dead ; and the new cour- 
tiers thought any thing might be done. 
And in truth, though little appeared to them, 
yet, to fuch as converfed more promifcu- 
oufly, it was plain that faftion warmed upon 
it. But this was to be faid for it. The 
Rye confpiracy was aimed as well at 
the perfon of the duke, as of the king; 
for one dofe of pills ferved for both : and it 
was very reafonable that the duke fliould be 

STcfent at the (having his own beard. This 
id a little fcreen the truth of the matter ; 

VOL. II. : L 
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which was that the Papifl^, through the 
duke, intended, under the umbrage of this 
confpiracy, to make fome advances at court; 
but the fequel will fhew more. 
Of the Lord *' After, nothern circuit 1685, Lord Chief 

JeSi"and' J"^*^? JefFries appointed for it/\ ^ 
his fuppofiti- This note concludes his lordftiip's ftate of 
tious great- the Cabinet, and the feveral poftures it had, 
"^** in the reign of King Charles II. after his 

lord (hip had the feals. And now, from this 
broad hint, I take the rife of a notable piece 
of hiftory. After the Lord Chief Jufticc 
JefFries (of whom I have faid fomewhat be- 
fore) was aflumed into the king's privy 
council, which was fome time before he 
came into the cabinet, there went forth a 
mighty fame of his greatnefs at court; which 
was moftly artificial, although fuch incidentii 
commonly blow up reports far beyond 
truth. When this chief juftice had chofen 
the northern circuit for his expedition, it 
was fo contrived that, on a Sunday morning, 
when the court was full, the kmg fliouQ 
take notice of his good fervices, and, in 
token of his majefty's gracious acceptance 
of them, give him a nng from his, royal 
finger. 1 nis was certainly fo done, by way 
of engine, to rear up a mighty machine oi 
authority; and the printed news informed 
the whole nation of it. Whereui>on the 
fame lord chief juftice was commonly re- 
puted a favourite and next door to premier 
minifter; fure enough to ecUpfe any thiqg 
of the law that ftood near him* It is to be 
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remembered that, at this timfc, the trade of 
procuring charters to be furrendereri was 
^rown into a great abufe ; and nothing was 
accounted at court fo meritorious as the pro- 
curing of charters, as the language then was. 
Therefore,, as it was intended that the chief 
juftice {hould be ingratiated Into his majefty's 
good opinion and favour, as much as was 
poflible ; this care was taken that, through 
^the fame of his great honour, he (hould 
have appeared fo to the cpuntry, and„ in 
coniequence of that, wherever he went, all 
charters muft needs fall down before him ; 
and, for that reafon, the towns were to be 
prepared by ^ warrantos fent down. 
This aflFords an ufeful fpeculation how mean 
perfons derive to themfelves merit from the 
power of great ones, who {ball afcribe to 
their inferiors thofe very events which flow 
really from their own power. Here the 
chief juftice is made to feem powerful by 
the king, with whofe authority he is graced; 
and that makes the affrighted towns, at his 
inftigation, furfender. This muft be argued 
to (kmonftra^ to the king that the chief 
juftice had a mighty influence upon the 
cpuntry, having done greater things, in his 
majefty's fervice, than any judge had ever 
done before; when, in truth, it was not his 
own proper influence, but the Jcing's power,^, 
through him, that had fuch virtue in the 
country. It was fo alfo with refpeft to the 
city of London; over which the chief 

L 2 
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jafixr exercifed a fort of violeni authority » ^. 
Thai he had a great influence there wa5=^ -is 
trae : bat it was becaufe the citizens thoughv^ ^t 
him a great man at coun : and he obtainecE^W 

&voor at coun, becaufe he was thought tc »o 

have a great influence in the city. Thu^s. .s 
the court conferred their own influences^ ^^r 
and took them back by rebound, as fo mudrHh 
merit refleded from the perfon that managecEzzad 
them. Then it is alfo to be reroembere£=^ 
that the north of England is the (eat of tht— -« 
RiMnan Catholick intereft ; and forae thing^s- s 
were to be managed by this chief juftice 
with refpert to them, which no other of th 
twdve judges would hax-e done, and I aircm 
about to relate. 
V^ '^^ '^ ^ courfe of this northern voyage, ^» 
LiTtho ' which was carried with more loftinefs, anc^=i 
iDcr«ifbra authoiitv, than had been known at any=— ^ 
P^rdc^ofaa flj before, the charters (as was to be^ 
expected) tumbled down, and the chie 
juftice ordered all the under-flierifis 
bailiSs, to give him perfefl lifts of all perfons 
who, upon account of reculancy, lay unde 
commitment WTien he returned to Lon- 
don, and his great fer\ ices, which argued 
no lefs abilities to ferve the kin^, were dif- 
played, the ncftt ftep was his bemg appoint- 
ed to attend his majefty at the cabinet. 
The lord keeper, who M-as but an obferver 
of thefe motions, did imagine that fomewhat 
extraordinar)' was to come forth at the 
next meeting; the rather becaufe, on 





Sunday morning (the meetings were ufually 
on Sunday evenings) the Duke of York 
fpoke to his lordfliip to be a£ijl.ant to a hufi- 
nefs which, that evening, would be vioved to his 
majcjty; and that morning, his lordfliip ob- 
ferved a more than ordinary fhynefs in die 
countenances of the great men, whole re- 
markable gravity fatisfied him that they 
were upon their guard. But what the 
matter was, his lordfliip did not difcovertill 
he came to the cabinet; where, after the 
king was come, and they were fat, my Lord 
Chief Juftice Jeffries flood up, and, with the 
rolls of recufants before him, Sir, faid he, 
/ have a bufinefs to lay before your majejly, 
'which I took mlice of in the north, and which 
will deferve your majejly's royal commiferatian. 
It is the cafe of numlerlejs numbers of your 
goodfuhjeSh that are imprifomd for recufancy, 
I have the UJl of them here, to jujiify what 1 
Jay. They are fo many that the great gaols 
cannot hold them without their lying one upon 
another. And then he let fly his tropes and 
figures about rotting and ftmkingin prifons, 
concluding with a motion to his majefty 
, that he would, by his royal pardon, difcharge 
all the convictions for recufancy, and, 
thereby, reflore liberty and air to thefe poor 
men. This motion, at that time, was indeed 
.afwinger; for, in confequence, the execu- 
_ tion ofit, by fuch a pardon of all conviftions, 
had loft the king irrecoverably, fpoiled all 
future parliaments, fet up the fanatic intereft, 
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his majeAy^ declared enemies, and difablcd 
his friends irbm appearing, with any coun* 
tettance, for him. The lan^age had been. 
now it is pltiitt'-''^'-^^u wou^l not betieve^ vs^ 
What is, popery, if this be not? What fimijy tb^ 
iams ? Will you niA expeElfome better J ecwrity T 
And the like* 
The ill con. His lordfliip was not to learn fuch confe- 
fUchTpar-"^^ q(uences as thefe. But there was yet niorc, 
don, and the and what direfily cx)ncerned himfelf inthedu- 
iord keeper ty of his offiod. He could turn his thoughts 
it. ^^ no way clear or precipices, which, to him, 
were fatal, though others made account to 
leap over them. It inuft needs occur that 
fuch a pardon muft pafs the great feal, of 
which he was the keeper, whofe office it 
wastoaffixits and although, in ftriftnefs, he 
could not difobey the king^s exprefs com* 
mand in that, or any thing elfe that \mi|^t 
be called an aft of grace, nor be rendered 
^criminal for fo doing; yet all the loyal ^ 
^partv bf England, who were his fure frietAb, 
'would have expefted from him fuch l^rong 
lamd plain advice to the king, is might have 
4ive(rted him from fuch a pernicious ftep, 
' tifhatever the confequence was to hiriifelf, 
J^vho ought, as many would have (aid, ^ to. 
■hswje quitted the feals rather than held them 
on*' fuch terms; and, for certain, the- next 
parliament had refented it iii all exuiimity. 
Now let us fee with what temper, prudence, 
and courage, his lordfhip comported un^jkr 
lihiK fudden and defperate tritii. After the 
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Lord Chief Jufticc Jeffries had done, and 
compofed his rolls r.d papers upon the 
table (which noti:; l: _ ,: cared to infpeft] 
his lordfliip, the lo:d keeper, fat a while 
filent, as the reft, expefting fome of the 
Jords, erAinenily iti the proteRant intereft, 
as Hailifax, Rochcr. r, &c. fliouid begin to 
fpeak; but finding no probability of their 
faying any thing, but rather a difpofuion on 
their parts, at that time, to let the thing pafs, 
he applied himfelf to the liing, and Sir, 
faid he, / humbly inireat your majejiy that my 
hrd chief jujiice may declare whether all the 
perfons, nained in thefe rolls, zoere aSlually in 
prifan or not. The lord chief juftice haltily 
interpofed, faying, he did not fure imagine 
any one could fufpeft his meaning to be 
that all thefe were aflual prifoners; for all 
the gaols in England would not hold them. 
But if they were not in prifon, their cafe was 
little better; for they lay under fentcnce of 
commitment, and were obnoxious to be 
. taken up by every peevifh ftieriff, or magif- 
trate, and were made to redeem the liberty 
they had with grofs fees, which was a cruel 
opprefTion to them and their families. 
Then the lord keeper turned to the king, 
and Sir, faid he, / heg your majeJly will confi- 
der what little reafon there is to grant fuch a 
general pardon, as this is, at this time. For 
thty are not all Roman Catbolicks that lie under 
fentence ofrecufancy, but feEiaries of all kinds 
and dentminations ; perhaps as many or more, 

r 



152 THE LIFE OF THE" LATE 

who are all profejfed enemies to your majejly 
and your government in church and Jloie. 
They are a turbulent people, and always Jlir- 
ring up /edition ; and if they do fo much when 
they lie obnoxious to the laws, ivbich your 
majejly -may inJliH upon them at your pleafure, 
what will they not do, if your majejly gives them 
all a difcharge at once ? That would be to quit 
the greatejl advantage you haveoffecuringthe 
peace of the nation. Is it not better that your 
enemies jhoulA live under fame dijadvantages^ 
and be obnoxious to your majejiy's pJeafure, 
who inay^ if they are turbulent and trouble forme,. 
injliSi the penalties of the law upon themf. 
And as to the Roman Catholicks, if there hi. 
any perfons to whom your majefly would extent^ 
the favour of a pardon, let it be particular an^^ 
exprejs, and not univerfaily^ to fet your enemies^ 
as well as friends, at cafe. And, after all, 
the difadvantage they lie under, is but the pay- 
ment of fomefees to officers, which is compen- 
fated by the exemption they have from ferving' 
in chargeable offices^ which other conformahle 
perfons fuflain. But, in a general view of 
the ill ufes, that would be made offuch aflept_ 
in the nation at large, to the prejudice of your ' 
Tnajejly's inter ft and affairs, both in and out\ 
of parliament, as they were obvious, fo the • 
extent of them is beyond my view, and, as /think, 
have no end; or to this effefl:. The king 

gave great attention, and the other lords 

wondered; but no farther word was made 
of the matter; and they proceeded to other 



bufmefs. That night his lordfliJp came 
home full of melancholy; and it was feme 
time before any perfon, near him, knew 
the occafion of it. But he would fome- 
times break out in exclamations, as what 
can be the meaning ! Are they all Jl ark mad! 
and the like. That very night he took his 
pocket-almanack, and, againft the day, 
wrote 

" Motion, cui folus obftiti. 
Motion, which I alone oppofed. 

For he accounted this a£lion of his the 
mofl memorable that he had ever done. 
He was not without a jealoufy that one 
great end, of that peftilent, abfurd motion, 
was to put a thorn in his foot, and, by way 
of dilemma, heave him out of his place. 
For, if the king had commanded, and he 
jefufed to put the feals to fuch a pardon, 
then he deferved to be removed by a jull 
difpleafure. If he had complied, then the 
parliament had effe£lually done it. And 
the fhift the Lord Nottingham ufed, in 
fealing the Earl of Danby's pardon, that is 
by furrendering the feal to make it the king's 
a6l (which he called a flamp of creation) 
might not have fervcd his lordfhip's turn 
fo well, whom both Papift and Fanatick 
.ftrove, with all their might, to remove out 
of their way : and fmall pretcnfions had 
ferved their turn, as appeared in diverfe 



154 THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

attempts of that fort, which are largely dif* 

played elfewhere, and particularly in the 

Examen. But thus much I am led, byhil 

lordfhip's notes, to fay of the cabinet 

• council. 

The fame de- His lordftiip was not altogether a ftrangei 

bcforT; b^t, ^^ ^^*^ difpofition touching imprifbnmenU; 

his lordfhip' for the king had been troubled about them 

proceeding before, or, at leaft, thought to mention flic 

formally, It i i ' r . U' l J i 

was dropt. hard caies to hi& new lord keeper, urging 
him to get due information of them, and to 
find fome expedient for their relief. There 
was no doubt but this proceeded from fot 
citation in favour of the recu&nts^ oil 
the fide of the Papifts; though^ at firfl; k 
bcyrc the vifage of a Sedarian party. FOf| 
about that time, many Quakers, and Cod- 
venticlers of all forts, had bees ^vofecuted 
for not coming to church, and lay undi^ 
fentence of tbe law, partly,* tt$ rfceti^tS^ 
and, partly, on other accounftfi!; wheferf 
fome were in prifon, and' othepS^ nofe ; ?flil 
very few Popifti Recufants, piurely for rectt- 
fancy. His lordftip applied himfeif to ih 
means of gaining a regular and- ftri£l. infer- 
roation of this whole' affair, in -Olpder to k^ . 
the fame before the king, andfo advife wh* 
was fit to be done thereupon. •■ And, aft- 
cordingly, in February 1682, whkrhr wa® iWt 
Icm^ before the vernal circuit that year^ hs 
lordfhip wrote to Mr. Jufl:ice Jonesj and, 
probably, to the reft of the judges^ then 
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reparing for their circuits, the following 
■Iter : 

• ^* Mr. Juftice Jones, 
'* HIS majefty, having received complaint 
ihat many perfons, of mean conaition, 
lie in prilon, upon criminal profecutions, 
in feveral gaols of this kingaom, where 
they endure great hardfliips and miferies, 
bccaufe of the ftraightnefs of the prifons, 
m refpeft of the number of prifoners, and 
or want of neceffaries, is defirous, for their 
(*fief, lo extend his royal compaffion to 
iich of them as (hall be capable thereof 
Ip^fi their particular cafes. In order 
WEereunto, his majefty would be informed 
^ his judges of aflize, in their feveral 
!lr(!tiits, or by fome juftice of the peace, 
II -the feveral counties and places where 
3ie prifons are, who may receive an ac- 
Joiitat thereof from the flieriffe, gaolers, 
Mf other perfons of credit, - 
jj. f# Whether the number of prifoners 
i* ft great that the prifons cannot conve- 
tiifcntly contain them ; and if it be, then 
hither to certifjr the names of fuch per- 
biis ds are in prifon upon fuch profecu- 
}St6t\B ; and if any be under the age of 
iwtnty-one years, and what the offences 
tre, and how long they have lain there? 
8. *' Whether they are poor, and unable 
O maintain themfelves, and whether they 
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•' are Papifts, Quakers, or other fe^ls, if k 
" can be known ? . 

** Thefe are to defire you, in your circait, 
** to receive an account of the . particukii 
" above-mentioned, and to bring it with yoB 
'* at your return ; or elfe to give it in chafjgBi 
" to two or three of the moft difcrete jufticB 
of fuch counties, that may fend it to sK^i 
to be laid before his majefty ; when kj 
fhall think fit to declare his pleafure bh 
" ther thereupon/' C# S. 

This letter, as to the prudent and cab^vvj 
part, admits a fenfible comment^ cefpe^ 
this latter purfuit through other JhsMMSbot 
which the account is already given.: t-T^ 
points are touched, i. Aftually iA ; ppl* 
or not. 2. The prifons capable ta. rhrfj 
them, or not. 3. The names of the, 
4. If under twenty -one years, g. 
long in prifon. 6. Whether poor orjM 
7. Whether Papifts or Se£laries. AUm^ 
matters were tne fubjeft of the Lor4iJe(| 
fries's extreme reprefentation. rAbS^i 
what end? Not, as he moved, a 
pardon of all recufants, but ca^ 
favour, according to particular cafes ; 
is what his lordfhip moved in anfiivtii 
Jeffries. So that, upon the wholes ij 
very projeft of getting the geneial 
delivery of recumnts, viz. their 
difcharge by a general pardon, was y 
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pon his lordfhip, to have had it been 
loved by him. And, probably, it might 
ave been mentioned to nim before, by the 
ing, as a proper remedy; but that his lord- 
tip put it off. But not altogether to refift 
is majefty's difpolition to clemency, where 

might be properly placed, and not be 
imed upon him in evil conftruflions, he 
len put the bufinefs into this formal way 
F writing to the judges. But that did not 
nfwer the end of the Roman Catholicks, 
fhofe work it was (though I believe his 
ordfliip thought there was a ftrong fpice 
i the Fanatic in it), therefore thefe former 
etums were not called for; but the bufi- 
icfs was now put into a better hand, from 
fhich it would come roundly off to the 
)irirpofe intended, viz. a Veneral pardon of 
til conviftions for reculancy; which his 
ordfliip again flopped, as I related before. 
But yet his lordfhip, by feveral means, 
irhich, by reafon of his authority, he might 
•ffeft, had full accounts brought him of 
thofe items, or the greatefl part of them. 
When his lordfhip firfl thought fit to dif- 
courfe with his intimates concerning this 
flagrant attempt of Jeffries, he exprefled the 
greatefl refentment at his being deferted by 
file other lords, of whom not one either led, 
twr followed, or gave any countenance or 

fopport in a caufe that fo much concerned 
ttc king's fervice. And from thence he faw 

what he muft trufl to amongfl them, that is, 
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only his own integrity and open dealing, 
without any fupport from them ; and he 
never after expefted an ally or friend in hk 
buiinefs at court. The riiing fun hatha 
charming effeft, but not upon courtiers m 
upon larks ; for it makes thefe iing, and tbe 
others lilent. Thefe things I have thought 
fit to join to his lordftiip's notes of the pol^ 
ture and changes in tne cabinet coundt 
when he fat there as lord keeper ; and now 
I proceed to other matters. 
Hisiordfhip's J have fhewed the company his lordOitp 
and VuL of°' ^^^ in the publick fervice, during his miflif 
power. ftry at court, and their chara6lers, and, i| 
fome refpefts, their behaviour. It may nsl 
be amifs, now, to fhew what were his loidt 
fhip's fentiments, and the roeafures tbi 
influenced his a6lions, and were often di| 
fubjeft of his difcourfes to others, I caib 
with great a{furance^ affirm that, about tbrf^ 
times, and for diverfe years, while he fat (i 
the Common Pleas, his thoughts were beiit^ 
upon ferving his country. And indcoi 
from the very firft of his afting judicial^ 
he ftudied amendments of every thing, 4I 
might bed be by him done for the bepitCt 
of the fuitors. And, after he was 
into public counfels, he, not only coii# 
ed but, laid to heart the nation's good; anli 
as he faw that decline, he grieved ; ai|d,#] 
he thought it gained a little, he rejm 
This was eafily to be difcerned by.^ 
friends, with whom he freely cponvfsrfti 
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And that kind of paftime,, when he had 
liberty to enjoy himfelf, was the moft agree- 
able of any ; I mean the walking to and fro, 
and difcourfing freely with his friends ; as 
will be fhewed more exprefs afterwards. 
But, after that manner, he ufed to propofe 
his doubts and fears, as well as hopes, of the 
publick, and take their fentiments. This 
was his way of refining his notions, viz. upon 
the teft of the opinion of his friends ; to 
which he gave great regard, and never dif- 
couraged their freedom. And, when he 
waited at court, this fort of converfation 
ferved tQ inftruft, as well as to divert hira. 
And even in the prefence of King Charles 
' the Second, who was a free talker himfelf, 
and encouraged it in tbofe about him, mat- 
ters of very great confequence would 
fall in the difcourfe; and his lordlhip had 
art enough to fpeak his thoughts truly and 
agreeably. As once, when the difcourfe 
was upoa the fubjeft of ufing lenity, or 
feverity, in cafes of^turault or fedition, fome 
thpugnt that rigours, others that pardon 
Wa3 more proper; and many were for 
iCruChing enemies with open force. His 
Jbrdflxip faid to the king, that his majejiys 
' dcfmjive weapons were his gu/irds^ and his 
isffej^ve sve(^nf the l(fHf)s; and that enemies 
were io be re/ifie4 by apPqfing force to farce ^ 
'J^ t9 be pwki/be^d only hy {aw. I remember 
^is faying <;>f hijs was .ta^en notice pf as an 
jidmir^le temper in ftating the matter of 
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force to the king; and his lordfhip had a 
general applaufe for it. Great meo and 
governors are very propenfe to err in the 
notion of power, and, out of impatience of 
oppofition, and defire of revenge, refort to 
force, which, early or laie, turns the evil 
upon therafelves; and, with thefe men, any 
one, that argues againft fuch methods, is 
looked upon as a faint friend, or enemy 
difguifed. But, to give the due office to 
power, and proper efficacy to the law, this 
rule to' the king admitted of no ill conftruc- 
tion; neither one way, by undermining the 
guards and the mihtia (which was the drift 
of die faftion) nor the other way, by (etting 
up the militia againft property (which then 
was calumniated) and, being fo fairly infinu- 
ated, was, at that time, no mean rerviccio 
the crown and nation. 
^■Hie power of His lordftiip was perfeftly at eafe in the 
not enough, confcicHce of his behaviour, and fcorneii 
andiherea- the vuIgar and fanatic calumnies, that he 
* was a prerogative man, and laboured to ki 
up arbitrary power: but, not with (landing 
all that, he laboured as much as he could to 
fet up the juft prerogatives of the crown, 
which were well known in the law, and to 
the lawyers; although it had been much 
the fafliion, as well in Weftminfter-Hail, as 
at St. Stephen's, to batter the prerogative. 
He has faia fbat a man could not bt a go<d 
laxvyer, and bonejt, but he mujl be a prerogaiv^ 
man: fo plain were the law books in T 
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cafes. He was fincerely of opinion that 
the crown wanted power by law; fo far was 
it from exceeding. It was abfolutely necef- 
fary that the government (hould have a due 
power to keep the peace, without trefpafling 
upon the rights of any one; and if it had 
not fuch power rightfully, either it would 
aflume and exercife powers that were wrong- 
ful (and then what bounds? } or elle fedition 
would prevail, and, pulling down one, fet 
up another government entirely wrongful; 
to which all law and truth being oppofite, 
confequenily fuch a government would be 
oppofite to them, and meditate no fecurity 
but aSual forcel And what can the people, 
that are always defigning to diminifh the 
juft powers of the crown, expeft, but that 
the crown (hould always dengn lo repair 
itfelfby a provifion of force? Nothing is fr» 
fure as that government will be fupported 
fay means either rightful or wrongful ; if 
fubjeHs will not have the one, they (hall 
have the other. Thefe con fide rations made 
his lordfhip ever fet himfelf againfl: the Re- 
publicans, and refill their intended encroach- 
ments upon the crown. He thought the 
taking away of the tenures, a defperate wound 
to the liberties of the people of England, 
and muft, by eafy confequence, procure the 
eilablifhment of an army. For when the 
legal dependance, of the monarchy and the 
country upon each other, is dilTolved, what 
mull fucceed but force? He ufed often to 
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inveigh againft thofe, who perpetually pro- 
jeSed to weaken the monarchy, as a fort of 
men, either corrupt and falfe-hearted, or, 
elfe, {hort-fighted and ignorant. The yet 
living hiftory ot the late times concurred; 
for what did the people get by robbing the 
crown of the power to diffolve the parlia- 
ment, and of the militia ? There cannot be 
a more falfe illufion than it is to fuppofe 
that what power the crown loft, was fo 
much liberty gained to the people. And 
yet, in thefe' times, a broad-fpread party 
■went about with fuch fyren fongs to engage 
the community to join in their projecl of 
Mivefting the king of his commiflions of the 
peace and lieutenancy, &c. All which his 
lordftiip faw plainly and detefted. I have 
heard him fay, that if the people knew what 
miferies would be the confequence of thefe 
men's having their wills, they would ftone 
ihem, as they would mad dogs in the ftreet, 
It may be efteemed one of his lordfhip's 
chief felicities that his real principles of 
honour and probity exaftly fquared with 
his engagements and fervices at court. He 
never had the remorfe to have, in the lead, 
dif-ferved his country, by ferving the crown; 
and the difceming court, and the much more 
difcerning king, faw plainly that he aftcd 
from the botton\ of his heart, and did no- 
thing fervile, or for flattery, that any way 
contradided the feries of his condufl and 
advice; which is more than can be truly 
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aid of any of the preferment-hunters of that, 
>r almofl: any time. 

I fhall enlarge no raore upon chara£ler His lord- 
here, having defigned places apart for thofe {^bou^'^s to 
matters, but proceed. And, in the firft bring the 
place, I enter this general proteft, that, to ^°4'"' entire. 
my own certain knowledge, his lordfhip's p^oi'ic'y°orthe 
great ftudy and labour was to convince and law; and the 
to difpofe his company, fo as they might fi^^^^j"""^ ^ 
heartily co-operate with him in the glorious 
work of bringing the king into the foundefl 
meafures of the Englifh government, which 
were to rule wholly by law, and to do no- 
thing which, by any reafonable confl:ru£lion, 
might argue the contrary. In this defign 
he was, in one refpedl, fmgular; for he had 
no felf-intereft, no boons to aJk, no party 
to head, nor means to fuftain an intereft at 
court; depended on nothing but merely the 
character he bore, and his own perfonal 
qualifications. Some had the proteftion of 
the Duke of York, and of the French ladies ; 
others were of the Lord Haliifax's party; 
and fome of the Lord Roclieller's. But he 
was in the midfl of all the court, folus cum 
foio, alone by himfelf ; at leafl after Jenkins 
withdrew. But yet he urged continually 
the fame doftrine, that, holding to the law 
(wherein I always include the eflpblifhed 
church of England) his majefty was, not 
only fafe but, growing in power and credit; 
which, if he forfook the law, would all fall 
retrograde, and fcarce ever be recovered. 
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His majefty had good hold, and ought to 
make his flation firm. And^ as this was his 
lordfhip's endeavour, fo it was his pleafure 
to fee the crown recovered from al] troubles 
and hazards brought over it by faftion, that 
had no advantage at all againft the king, but 
what flowed from their affetled furmifes, to 
the people, that his majefty leaned to po- 
pery, affefted arbitrary power, and, for 
aiding thefe defigns, allied with the French. 
The faife fteps of the court by improvidem 
war, and, its certain train, necenity ; and 
then undue means for money, courting Pa- 
pifl;s,and Fanaticks, by indulgences againft 
the law, and the like, gave handles which 
the Fanaiicks (ihoLigh acceffary in procuring 
the indulgences) improved to the king's 
prejudice in his affairs; and that, even till 
they thought his credit and authority almoft 
funk. But, in the rage of thofe times, when 
plots, like ferpents trom corruption, l»etl 
out of iniquity, the king faw his danger, and, 
with the help of a faithful miniftry, in which 
his lordfhip had no mean part, and a refolu- 
tion to let the laws have their courfe, rcco- 
veredhisftatc, and, about the time when his 
lordfhip received the great feal, had fuppreffed 
all the forces of his faftious enemies, and 
reduced them to utter filence in corners 
where they were very glad to be covered 
in fafety. 
h;» i.Tdrhip -^5 ^^'s ■^^s ^'^ lordfhip's greateft plea- 
difcemed the Aire, fo the fequel brought over him a bitter 

undeTminers 
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portion of melancholy refleftions. For he ai work, but 
law immcnfe troubles a great way off, and, [^^j^*^" "' 
nearer hand, not a little of cloudy prognof- 
tick at court: for, not only the Papifls but, 
vain proje6iors of change, and flatterers of 
power, elteeming the king's authority then 
lafe and inexpugnable, began a new game 
by endeavouring to bring the king off from 
the found meafures of his faithful miniftry. 
His lordfhip was the lafl that ftuck firm to 
him, and kept himfcif from being tainted, 
with courifhip of the fucceffion, by anv com- 
pliances in matters of religion, and undue 
attempts againft law. But, on the other 
fide, much endeavour was ufed to get fuch 
a rock of offence, as he was, out of tne way ; 
and that was a fruit expc6led to fall from 
the reform of the cabinet, as I mentioned 
before, and by pufliing extravagant things 
towards his lordfhip, one way or other, lo 
break him. But his credit (as I faid) was 
fuch with the king, that no court tricks 
would fallen to his prejudice; but his ma- 
jefty fupported him, not only in authority 
but, in honour, all his life, and would not 
bear any indecent refleflions againft either. 
And his lordfhip had alfo the comfort to 
perceive what few people, even of the court 
projeftors themfelves, difcerned; which was 
that the king grew weary of his Sunder- 
lands, Jeffries's, and other (more latent) 
operators of the new model ; and that if his 
majefty had lived fix months longer, proba- 
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k bly, he had removed them ; for he found 

ft ' his affairs move untowardly, and faftjon, in 

I frefh hopes of a new game, began to be 

I bufy, and to cart fheeps eyes (as they fay) 

I towards eleftions, in order to corrupt the 

I next parliament, and, if that had happened| 

I it had been fcarre polfible for the icing to 

I have held fafl the then general good opinion 

L which the people had of his royal intentions 

^^^^ and government; which being well taken 

^^^H • care of and preferved, had certainly pro- 

^^^^ cured him a good parliament: and tnen, 

J and not otherwife, all had been well. And, 

ft accordingly, as there was a nrceffity of call- 

^^^w ing a parliament foon, his lordfhip often 

^^^H puthis majcfly in mind of that, and to have 

^^^H a care that no unpopular (leps might cor- 

^^^V rupt the next cledions. As to Jeffries, he 

^^^^ began to fmell a rat, and warped towards 

^^^■^ mutiny, that he was not rewarded enough; 

ft' as if he thought of turning into the male- 

^ content party. Thefe are the main lines 

^^^H of his lordfhip's miniftry as to politicks; 

^^^H which will be verified by the jult hiflory of 

^^^f ^'"& Charles II. and (if no better appear) 

P in the Examen, together with fome parti- 

L cular matters I fhalT mention in the courfe 

* of this relation. 

His lord- His lordfhip's method of living, with re* 

(hip's courfe fpefi to his great employment, was very 

courr, during to thc bufinefs incumbent upon him. He 

his mmillry. p^ Jj^ ^^^.y |j^[g ^f ;^ ^^ j^j^ q^j^ ^j-^. ^^^ 
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what pafled in eafy converfation, which was 
the chief of his pleafures, had ftill a regard 
lo his employ, by enquiring, canvalling, 
and debating, with thofe of his focieiy, Inch 
points as concerned the republick. He 
had no kind of vice or immorahty within his 
walls : and o[ what fort his remifiions were 
(for fome are neceffary to life) I fhall give 
a fuller account afterwards. But it is decent 
here to name the chief; which was a folitary, 
or, rather, fpeculative ufe of mufick ; of 
which he commonly took a relifli at his 
going to bed; for which end he had an harp- 
fichord at his bed-chamber-door, which a 
friend touched to his voice. But he cared 
not for a fet of maiters to confort it with 
him. And, unlefs it were once, under Pur- 
cel's conduft, I never knew him ufe fuch; 
for there was fomewhat ftifF in that way, 
that was not eafy. The mornings were, for 
the mofl part, devoted to the jullice-feat of 
the Chancery, either in the court at Wefl- 
minfter, or in the caufe-room at home, 
during the ufual periods; and not feldom in 
attendances upon petitions, and difpatching 
the perpetual emergences of the feal. His 
houle was kept in ftate and plenty, though 
not fo polite as the court mode was. The 
nobility, and chief gentry,, coming to Lon- 
don, were frequent at his table; and, after 
a folemn fervice of tea in a withdrawing- 
room, the company ufually left him; and 
then the caufe-room claimed him, and held 
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him in pain, with caufes and exceptional ' 
often till lale. He had little time to him- 
felf; for lie had this infirmity, that he could 
not bear to make any one wait; but if his 
fervant told him of any perfon, great or 
fmall, that waited without, he could not 
apply to think of, or do any thing, till he 
had difpatched hlni. Theinterval, between 
the bufinefs of the day, and going to bed, 
was his chief refrethment; for then his moft 
familiar friends came to him, and the time 
paffed merrily enough. And there it was 
that the court fpies found accefs to plumb 
his moft free fentiments; but with fnoall 
profit, for he had the fame face and profef- 
fion in pubhc, as he had in private. Tbey 
could difcover only that he was an honeft 
man: but more of this elfewhere- HisaN 
tendances at Whitehall were, chiefly, at 
folemn times; as on Sunday morning, to 
wait on the king to chapel. That was ufa* 
ally a grand affembly of the court; and the'" 
great men had opportunity to fpeak in dif* 
courfe to the king as he gave them occafiotij 
of which his majeiiy was no niggard; and 
very excellent things, faid there on the one 
fide and on the other, were an high regal* 
to fuch as had the advantage toftand within < 
hearing. On tlie week days, thofc, called' 
council days, always, and fometimes, com- 
mittees of council, required his Iord(hip*8 
attendance; and Thurlday was always 
public ; others for private bufinefs upoo- 
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fuinmons. His lorddiip managed ai the 
council table ; though there was a lord 
prefident, who, regularly, (hould lake up 
that part. But it doih uot always happen 
that great men, polled there, have the art 
of examining into, and developing intricate 
matters, as are commonly brought to hear- 
ing. When the king was at Windfor, the 
public council was commonly held at Hamp- 
ton-Court; which was for the eafe of 
attendance. His lordftiip had a I6dging, 
both at Whitehall and Hampton-Court, to 
retire to upon thefe occafions. The cabinet 
council ufually fat on Sunday evening ; and 
when the court was at Windfor, that was 
always a travelling day, and a lodging was 
provided for his lordfhip in the dean's houfe. 
His lordfhip was necelfitated to be a cour- 
tier, although he had no ftep of a court, nor 
delighted at all in fuch an aflemblage of 
eyes and ears, always open to caption. He 
never flattered any man ; unlefs giving no 
ofience, which he extended even to his 
enemies, may be accounted flattery. He 
liked never the beginning nor end of a fray, 
while it was fuch. And this made the great 
judges of the circle agree he might be a good 
lawyer, but they were fure he was no cour- 
tier. He hfted in no party or interefl: but 
the king's ; and neither had nor cared for 
friends who were enemies to his majefly and 
his government. And, on that fide only, he 
lay ppen; for it was poflible, and many did 
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come near to a confidence with him, b^ 
pretending great Tervices in an orthodox 
way to his majefly; though at the fame tira? 
enemies to both. I could name fome, bul 
for refpeft to their afhes (which are muck 
more worthy than ever their perfons were) 
I forbear them. If there was any incidentj 
upon which his lordftiip thought fit to take 
the king's pleafure from his own mouth, or 
if he had any thing to acquaint his majefty 
with, that required privacy, his lordOiip' 
way was to go to court exprefs, and choofS 
the fittefl: times, when he thought the king 
would be lead engaged, that he might have 
more ample difcourfe. And, commonly, he 
wentdireftly to the bed-chamber, and there 
fathim down. Therewasaiways, inthatpart 
of the court, attendants who ftraight found 
where the king was, and told him my lord 
keeper was there, and the king, knowing he 
had fomewhat to fay to him, never failed tO 
come to him, and that without any delay; 
Which I have heard his lordfhip fpeak o| 
as a very gracious refpeft towards himj, 
enough to have obliged him, if po{fibIci 
more to his fervice. King Charles was one 
that paffed much of his time in difcourGngi 
and ufed to do it freely with his lordlhipji 
when alone together; by which his lordfhitti 
picked up fome fragments of hiftory, manyi 
of which are inferted in the Examen; anoj 
fomewhat of King James's too, but not fo, 
much. This is the Ihort account of his 
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lordfhip's courfe of life, with refpeft to his 
great office and miniftry, that I am capable 
to give. And I think I have not cantoned ' 

much from the places intended exprefs for 
particularities of this nature. So I proceed 
to fuch affairs as more efpecialiy concerned 
his lord (hip. 

It was touched before that the Lord Chief J-"''' J=ffiia 
Juftice Jeffries was brought forwards, and p^iHwTordr 
buoyed up by the adverfe party of the ihip, fifft, 
court, on purpofe to ruffle mv lord keeper, ^^Tij^**" 
and, by men ways and means as they might made ajudge. 
]ayhold of or invent, to have him out: in 
order to which, affronts, difappointments, 
falfe ftories, and calumnies were, for fuch 
attacks, a choice artillery. And, that point 
being once gained, it was prefumed that the 
Lord Chief Juftice Jeffries, one ready to do 
all that was required of him, (hould fucceed. 
Among other opportunities of this kind, 
fome related to the law, in the appointments 
of judges into vacancies; and, in thofe 
affairs of common courfe, the lord keeper 
is confulted, and hath the nomination to the. 
king, of fit perfons to be trufted as judges. 
There was one Serjeant Bedingfield, a grave, 
but rather heavy, lawyer; but a good church- 
man, and loyal by principle. His lordlhip 
had caft his eye upon him, and intended to 
nominate liim to the king, for fupplying a 
place in one of the benches then vacant, but 
thought fit firfl: to fpeak with him. Being 
fent for, he came, and was told what was 
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defigned for him. He was exceeding grate^ 
ful in acknbwiedgments of fo great a favouy 
and honour done him by his lordftiip, in 
thinking of him without his feeking; and 
faid he (hould ever own his preferment, U 
long as he hved, to his lordfhip, and to no 
other perfon whatever. All which was well. 
This (erjeant had a brother, a woollen-dra- 
per in London, who was a creature and 
companion of the Lord Jeffries. That chief, 
uiiderllanding Tome way that his friend's 
brother was to be a judge by the lord 
keeper's means, fent for the draper, and 
lolo him plainly, 'hat, if his brother would 
not take ine judge's place as of his provifion 
and intcreil, and not my lord keeper's; or 
if he lb much as went to the lord keeper, 
on fuch an account, he would oppofe him, 
and he (hould not be a judge at all. After 
this, tlie poor ferjeant, againfl; his defire, 
was forced to conform; his fpirits were not 
formed for the heroicks, ana, accordingI;f* 
to facrifice the interell of himfelf and his 
brother to gratitude. His lordfhip, finding 
how the wind fat, difpenfed with the man's 
infirmity, although he never came at him; 
and fo, by common confent, he was made 
a judge. In this inftance we may difcern 
the extremes of impertinent arrogance, 
and true worth. 

Another inftance, of the like impertinence, 
was a£led in the making Sir Robert Wright 
a judge. , He was of a good family, fettled 
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^ar Thetford in Suffolk, and, when he , judge 
Was young, he married one of the daughters ^s^iinfi his 
of Dr. Wren bifhop of Ely. He came up.j^^'^mcnt. 
in his praftice, together with his lordfliip; andaii lajib 
and they went the Norfolk circuit together. '"'^ ^'^'"''' 
Wright had more bufinefs, for many circuits, 
than his lordfhip had. He was a comely 
perfon, airy and flourifliing, both in his 
habits and way of living; and his relation 
Wren (being a powerful man in thofe parts) 
fet him in credit in the country: but, 
withal, he was fo poor a lawyer, that he 
could not give an opinion on a written cafe, 
but u(ed to bring fuch cafes, as came to him, 
to his friend Mr. North, and he wrote the 
opinion on a paper, and the lawyer copied 
it, and figned under the cafe, as if it had 
been his own. It run fo low with him that, 
when Mr. North was at London, he fent up 
his cafes to him, and had opinions returned 
by the poll; and, in the mean time, he put 
off his clients upon pretence of taking more 
ferious confideration. One cannot conceive 
that this man could get much by the law, 
nor did he ; but, by favour, he was made 
treafurer to the cheft at Chatham, and, by 
his voluptuous, unthinking courfe of life, 
he run m debt, and uled frequently to eafe 
himfelf upon his friend North, by borrowing 
money at times. The debt, at length, grew 
fo confiderable, that his lordlhip thought 

^ fit to pay offliis other debts, and take in the 
mortgage of his eftate, which he held ^ 
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charged wiih 11500/. Afterwards, and not 
many years belore he put in for a judge's 
place, he borrowed of Sir Walter Plummer 
fiool. upon an original mortgage of the 
fameeftate, and made an affidavit that it was 
clear from all incumbrances. VVhichaffida- 
vit Sir Waker Plummer afterwards brought 
to his lordlhip, even while the mortgage was 
in his hands; which amazed him; but he 
took his money and afligned to Sir Walter 
Plumber. One would think that this was 
a competent knowledge of that man's cha* 
rafter. But he, being upon the brink ot 
utter ruin, applied to Jeffries to refcue him, 
by getting him made a judge. When the 
time came, and his lordfhip was with the 
king, confultingabout a fit perfon, the king 
faid, My lord, what think you of Serjeant 
Wright ? Why may not be bt the Ttuin ? His 
lordftiip anfwered that he knew him but too 
zve/l, and was fatisfied he was the moft unp 
per/of! in England to be made a judge. TAffl* ' 
faid the king, it mujl ml be; and fo it went 
off at that time. But Wright flill, by hi* 
friend Jeffries, pufhed his point; and, intb* 
interim, worked all he could, by mofl inJ' 
portunate applications, and bitter tear^ 
(but for no other reafon than that, if he failed 
now, he was utterly ruined) to gain his lorti^ 
fliip to yield that he migfit be a judge: bi** 
tonopurpofe; his lordfhip was inflexible i 
and though he wifhed the poor man welll 
upon account of old acquaintance, hcwoul<a 
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not gratify him at the cofl of his own breach 
of duly, or rather, in that refpe^i, perjury. 
The king took his time, more than once, 
to fpeak to his lord keeper, faying, as be- 
fore. Why may not Wright be a judge? And, 
at lafl:, is it impoJfiUe my lard? his lordfhip, 
feeing the king's pangs, (for it was plain 
that this man, by the fecret court clan, was 
determined to be preferred ; for he was a 
creature of Jeffries, anda tool that would do 
any thing ; and they wanted only the forma- 
lity of my lord keeper's concurrence, to 
whom the king pofitively would have a due 
refpe6l paid) took the freedom to fay that 
the making a judge was his majeRy's plea- 
fure, and not his choice; that he was bound 
to put the feal as he commanded, whatever 
the perfon was ; for, of that, his majetty 
was to judge, and finally determine. He 
could but do his duty by informing of his 
niajefty of what he knew to be true ; and 
particularly of this man, whom he perfonally 
knew to be a dunce, and no lawyer; not 
worth a groat, having fpent his eflate by 
debauched living; of no truth, nor honefty, 
but guilty of wilful perjury to gain the 
borrowing a fum of money : and then he 
opened more at large the matter of the 
affidavit. And imw, faid the lord keeper, 
/ have done my duly to your majejiy, and am 
fcady to obey your majejly's coviviands in cafe 
it be your pleafure that this man Jhail he a 
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and went away ; and, foon after, the warrant 
came, and he was inftated. 

Here was, underhand, a court experiment 
made whether of the two had the greater 
power with the king; the lord keeper, orthc 
lord chief jullice. There was alfo the vanity 
of the latter, of which I (hall give demon- 
ftration. But his lordfhip was above making 
conteds of that nature. If he had took pet, 
and made a pubJick feud, as moft of his 
enemies expefted, and alfo that he would 
not have endured that the chief juftice 
Diould tread on his heels at that rate, he 
might have flown high in expoftulations, 
and made fomewhat crack, before fuch time 
as the king (whole judgment of men was 
greatj would have parted with the bell 
minifter in the law that the nation afTordetl, 
not knowing where to get another fo faithful, 
as well as able, and willing, truly to ferve 
him. But, as I faid, his lordfhip was above 
perfonal competitions, and fatisfied himfelf 
in having done his duty, with which, the 
making flagrant difputes at court, and 
embroiling the king's affairs, didlittle confift; 
and Ibme grandee alfo lay behind the curtain, 
of whofe concern his lordfhip was tender. 
But now, to fhew the effects of upflart court 
vanity, I mufl here fubjoin a paflTage aftcd 
in Weflminfter-hall. It is the cuftom of 
the chief juffice, and his brethren of the 
King's Bench, in the morning to robe 
dicmfelves at a bar below in the hall, before 
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they go up to the court. This is called the 

fide bar; and there ihey hear the attornies 

wrangle about matiers of praftice. It (lands 

juft before the chancery court, and in full 

/ view- of the lord keeper, as he fits upon the 

I bench; and the chancery ufeth to fit long 

before the judges of the King's Bench come 

); to the hall. After this point, of Wright's 

'. being a judge or no, was determined at 

Whitehall, as 1 related, the lord chief juf- 

tice, at his fide bar, feenig Serjeant Wright 

walking in the hall, extended his arm, and 

beckoned him; and ftraight, with all the 

humility and crouching imaginable, the 

ferjeant hafted to him. And then the chief 

I juftice only leaned over the bar, and com- 

' pafled the ferjeani's fhoulders in his arms, 

and, after a whifper in his ear, flung him off 

from him, holding out his arms, fome fhon 

time, in that pofture. This was a publick 

declaration that, in fpiie of that man about 

there, Wright fiiould be a judge. His lord- 

fhip faw all this, as it was intended he fhould, 

ana it caufed him fome melancholy; though 

) not at all as concerning himfelf, or the 

vanity of the chief jufl:ice; but for the nature 

of the affair, and the manner of its proceed- 

, ing; which he forefaw would have worfe 

( turns, if fo done, as was like to be, in other 

( affairs of larger denominations. 

I know that many will be apt to inquire Apoiojv 
how I came to know, fo particularly, thefe ^'^/i^"""' 
court-dialogues, tete a lete, between the 

VOL. H. N 
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king and his minifter. I can readily anfwer, 
by means lawful enough ; as alfo for more^ 
ofhke nature, in the courfe of this relation; 
and thofe, who obferved my courfe of life 
and converfation, could make no doubt by 
what means. Some may alfo alledge that 
I bring forward circumftances too minute, 
the* greater part of which might be dropped, ■ 
and the relation be more material, and, being 
lefs incumbered, eafier underftood and re- 
tained. I grant much of that to be true; 
but I fancy myfelf a pi6lure-drawer, and 
aiming to give the fame image to a fpe^tor, 
as I have of the thing itfelf which I defire 
fhould here be reprefented. As, for inftance, 
a tree, in the pidure whereof, the leaves, 
and minor branches, are very fmall and 
confufed, and give the artift more pain to 
defcribe, than the folid trunk and greater 
branches. But, if thefe fmall things were 
left out, it would make but a forry pi£lure 
of a tree. Hiftory is, as it were, the pourt 
trait, or lineament, and hot a bare index or 
catalogue of things done; and, without tlie 
how and the why, all hiftory is jejune and 
unprofitable. 
An indecent There was an odd paffage at the coundl" 

S S ""^ ^^^^^* ^^^^^^ f^^ ^^« affinity to what is 

Chief juftice paffed, fhall be fuperadded. The juftioes of 

Jeffries. the peace, about Stepney and Wapping, 

had great differences one with another, 

which embroiled the very feflionSy and 

hindered the proceeding of the oTdinaiy 
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bufinefs of that court. One Smith headed 

one party, and one Baily another. Thefe 

two ufed always to fall foul on one another, 

in public, with injurious re£le6lions : and the 

matter run fo high, between them two, that 

k came before the king, and there was an 

liearing before the council. His lordihip 

few no reafon why the king (houid be 

troubled with fuch fquabbles ; but if either 

had received injury, he might right hirafelf 

by the common courfe of law. The 

lord chief juftice, it feems, had taken die 

patronage of one of the parties, I think it 

was Smith ; and, beioe flaming drunk, cane 

up to the other end otthe board, and (as in 

that condition, his way was) fell to talking 

and ftaring like a madman, and, at length, 

bitterly inveighed againft Trimmers, and 

toW the king that he had Trimmers in his 

court, and he would never be eafy fo long 

as the Trimmers were there. When he had 

iione, the lord keeper, knowing thefe darts 

were intended towarcis him, flood up and 

iakl only, '* that he did not apprehend there 

•* was fo much concern in this bufinefs ; 

•• and my lord chief juftice appearing 

" fo well informed of it, he moved that his 

/* majefty would refer the whole to be ex- 

^ amimd into by his lordfliip, and that the 

^ parties attend him ; and then his lordfliip 

^ making a report of the whole controverfy 

^tojnsmajefly in council, he might there- 

** upon order as he fliould think fit.*' The 

N 2 
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parties being thus referred to the chief juf- 
tice^ the fcandal continued; but^ in the end, 
it was fo ordered that Baily (as I take it) was 
undone. I fuppofe I need not here ufe 
many words to interpret the word Trimmer, 
which was taken up to fubdivide- the Tory 
partys of whom all (however loyal^ and of 
the eftablifhed church profefled) that did not 
go into all the lengths of the new high flown 
party at court, were fo termed. I can 
place under this paflage no better corollary 
than that all times nave their crifis in 
authority ; and no indecencies are fo great, 
but fome will bear them. 
His lordfhip His lordfhip al ways declined giving any 
dcciinedjoin- Qpi^ion in that branch of royal oeconomyt 
cih of foreign called forcign atrairs. He could jiot avoid 
affairs. being in the way of the ordinary delibe- 
rations of that kind, by reafon of his attend- 
ance on the ufual councils. And although 
he was, for the moft part, at the committees 
of the privy council, as for trade and plan- 
tations, &c. which might be called Englifh 
bufinefs, he never cared to attend at the 
committee for foreign affairs. He profefled 
himfelf, for want of a fit education, and 
ftudy, incompetent to judge at all of thofe 
matters. I have heard him fay that, of all 
the fubjefts, that he had ever come in the 
way of, to hear debated, he could leaft bring 
himfelf into a fatisfaftory refolution con- 
cerning foreign affairs, even when he was 
prefent at councils of that fort ; and thea no 
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wonder he declined giving any judgment 
thereupon. But 3?et he hath often ventured 
fo far, among his friends, as to declare 
that he thougiit King Charles II. underftood 
foreign affairs better than all his councils 
and counfeilors put together; for, by reafon 
of his unhappy exile and travels, he had 
either a perfonal acquaintance with moft 
eminent ftatefmen in Europe; orelfe, from 
fuch as could inftrufl, received their cha- 
rafters, on whom the crifis of mofl: courts 
depended. And this knowledge he per- 
petually improved by converfmg with 
foreigners, as they cameover, men ofqnaIity» 
and embaffadors, whom he would fift, as 
being a good judge of their veracity, and 
ferve himfelf, one wav or other, of their 
converfation, and poliibiy drunk as well 
as fober. And, when they thought to 
fift him, who, to give him his due, was but 
too open, he failed not to make his bell of 
them. It was his iordfhip's fortune to clear 
the doubt of a Turkifh war, contrary to the 
opinion of all the foreign minifters, by the 
means of his brother Sir Dudley North, 
whom, for that end, he caufed to attend the 
king in council: but this paffage hath been 
accounted for in the Examen. I might 
touch here upon an unhappy difference 
that fell out between the Earl of Hallifax, 
and the Lord Rocheftcr, about the bargain 
made with the farmers of the excife, which 
quarrel his lordfhip had fonie fmall Ihare in ; 
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but as Sir Dudley was the chief a&or tfaere^ 
in» I fliall leave it to its proper place in 
that gentleman's life. 
The king be- H,5 lordlhip took notice that; the king» 

iddia^To having had fome aguifh attacks at Windfor, 
bufmcfs than appeared to be more confiderative, and grew 
formerly, j^^^ fenfible of the niceties of ftate govern- 
ment, than he had been before, efpecially 
relating to the treafury. He found that to 
be his flieet anchor; for the parliament 
would not always be in a giving humour; 
and the lefs, if he could not fubnft without 
their help; for that animated his enemies, 
by giving hopes that his neceffities would, 
at length, reduce him to the ftate of carte 
ilancM. He ufed to be often prefcnt at 
the treafury, and faw the eftimates and 
difpofitions of his minifters in that office^ 
and what hands were capable to fupply 
what he had ferioufly in his mind to per- 
form; and particularly the providing for 
his natural children, and building the new 
houfe at Winchefter, which he thought to 
be a better air thun Windfor. And reafOn 
good ; for the latter ftands on a {harp cliflF 
refprfting the norih, where all the air of 
the valley, from that quarter, pinches upon 
tlie caftle, as water, entering at the great end 
of an hunting hern, paffeth through, at the 
lefFer end, with much more violence 4nd 
fwiftnefs. His majefty was very much 
concerned and impatient to have this new 
building finifhed, faying, a year weis £ great 
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time in kis life. And fo truly it proved; 
and the more unhappy, becaufe now he was 
paft the gaieties and pleafares to which he 
had been furioufly addifled, and which had 
alraoft difabled him as to government. 
Such fupine errors and neglefis had he been 
guilty of; and without a fingular penetra- 
tion, and good judgment of men ana things, 
which he was egregioufly mafter of, and, 
at fit times, exerted, he had been, as his 
father was, loft. Nay, probably, if his 
father's example had not been flagrant 
before his eyes, and if, of tlie two, it had 
been h!s chance to have been the earlier 
fubje6l of the fa6lious prafiice, and thereby, 
as his father was, furprifed into a fond way 
of trufting perfons, in all probability, his 
raajefty had not efcaped fo well as he did. 
But now he was fo timely inftruQed, and 
alfo, by experience, capacitated, and, withal, 
very good natured, and beloved, that, had 
he lived long, his reign had been the moll 
happy and glorious that the Engiifh hiftories 
could boaft of. And whereas forae of our 
barbarous writers call this awaking of the 
king's genius to a fedulity in his affairs, a 
growing cruel, becaufe fome fuffered for 
notorious treafons, I muft interpret their 
meaning ; which is a diftafle, becaufe his 
majefty was not pleafed to be undone as his 
father was; and, accordingly, fince they 
failed to wound his perfon and authority, 
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they fell to wounding his honour. But 
more of this in the Examen. 
The king's I am now come to that moft funeft altei^- 
S»dtr.fon of affairs by the V\n^s fickncfs and 
report of his death ; or which I Ihall mention onlv wnali 
**^^"« P°»- took in his lordfliip and his miniftry» leaving 

the hiftory, more at large, to the Examen. 
The attack was at the levee, when the nx>ili 
was full, and phyficians in waiting; and then 
the king fell back in his chair ; with- fome 
exclamation, as one that dies Aiddenly. The 
phyfician ftraight blooded him in the ann, 
and he recovered a little life and fenfe^'and 
fo was conveyed to his bed, where he laa^ 
guiOied about a week, and then expiretL 
The privy council fat almoft continually ia 
the next room, and the phyiicians pafled 
to and fro, as occafion required, to ^ve 
them fatisfa6iion of the king's cafe, and 
their methods. His lordfliip never caooc 
from the council but in a profound melan^ 
choly ; for, from the beginning, he faw 116 
hopes of his life to continue long« He 
told us, that, obferving the difcourle of the 
do6lors to run all upon indefinites, what 
they obferved, their method intended, mA 
fuccefs hoped, and the like. — — He faid to 
them. That tbefe matters were little fatisfaSm 
to the council^ unkfs they would declare in tie 
mai/i, what they judgea of the king^s . cq/ti 
whether his rtiajejly was like to rectnmr^ or. itntk 
But they would never be brought to that; 
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all lay in hopes. But one day they came 

into the council, and had fuch thearful 

countenances, that their iordfliips thought 

fomegood news was at hand. The buGnefs 

was to acquaint their lordfhips that now, 

all was liJte to be well, for the king had a 

fever. At this his lordlhip flarted, and 

Gentlemen, faid he, what do you mean ? Can 

any thing be worfe? One anlwered that now 

they knew what to do. And what is that? 

replied his lordfhip. The doftor laid, To 

give him the cortex. And fo they proceeded 

, whilft life lafted. I am not to enter into all 

the fatal circumftances, and libellous reports 

ventilated abroad upon this difmal incident: 

, but fhall touch one, which was, that the 

king's ficknefs was the effefl: of poifon, to 

, make way for the fuccelfion. There are 

i many reafons, againft this, to be found in 

I the Examen ; and therefore (hall mention 

, here only what I obferved of his lordfhip, 

which weighs with rae as much as any 

t thing; and that is his lordfhip's never fuf- 

pefting, or mentioning fuch a thing; as he 

would have done, had there been reafbn. 

And if any perfon about the king, on the 

* Proteftant fide, had, in the leaft, Thfpefted 

' fuch foul play, his lordfhip would have had 

ian intimation of it; which I believe he 
never had; nor did it enter into his thoughts, 
no more than it appeared in his difcourfe. 
I But, with the death of this good mafter and 
fovereign, all his lordfhip's joys and hopes 
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J)eri(hed; and the reft of his life, which 
afted not lotig after, was but a (low dying. 
Thefiateaui- It plpafed God that the temper of the 
^Jjy^^"^^'** nation was, at this time, fo univerfally fe^ 
ficm of King tied in loyalty (faving only the very dregs 
James IL of a malevolent party) that there was no 
^mc rcpar. apprehcnfion of any diforder, either during 
the king^s ficknefs, or after his demife ; but| 
on the contrary, almoft every living foul 
cried before, and at, his deceale, as ror the 
lofs of the beft friend in the world. The 
remembrance of which, other notices aparti 
makes it wonderful to me, that have lived 
into fucceeding times, to hear this good, 
king's reign referred to as a touchftone of 
tyranny. But no more of that. The next 
work was for the council, and great men in i 
and about London, to meet and order the i 
proclamation of the fucceffor King James 
II. which was done the fame day ; ana then 
all the great officers waited upon his ma^ • 
jefty, ana rendered their feverai offices and 
charges into his majefly's hands, and he 
returned them back to them again. After 
' this, the proclamation iffued to continue all 
country commiffions, and authorities what^ 
foever, till farther orders (hould be taken^ 
and fo, in a few hours, the goVernment wai 
upon wheels again, without any concuflion j 
at all; which fucceeded according to the 
known law of the Englifh monarchy, vizt 
that the king never dies; whereoif the 
virtue may be fenfible to thofe who have. 
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a rcpoblick. I remember his lord- 
told us that a great man of the new 
rt, in a bantering way, attacked him ; 
What is the reafon^ faifl he, that you lino- 
fay the king never dieSy and we are now 
wering bow to order the iing^s funeral f 
lordfhip anfwered quick that^ by iam, 
as not the deaths but demife of the king. 
ich, by the way, was a law banter back 
n him ; and fo fools are often anfwered 
icir folly. How neceffary it is. for a 
rticr to be expert at repartee, I may 
T by one inftance. , After this demife of 
king, and the duke's acceffion to the 
oc, the Lord Rochefter bore the ^eateft 
> in the court and treafury. His lord- 
and that lord were once confulting about 
fares to be taken in preferring men to 
6s of truft and management in offices 
sr the crown : and his lordfhip was for 
ig in thofe who had been bred in the 
nefs, and had gone through the fervile 
of the offices, and were gradually come 
DF the flation of direfting others, as mofl 
to ferve profitably; for none could 
•rftand the bufinefs better than they. 
Lord Rochefler was for preferring 
ies and High Fliers, whom he called the 
;^s friends, for encouragement of others; 
G'-^ds w ■ d sy my lord, faid he, do you 
think I coidd under/land any bufnefs in 
land in a month ? Yes^ my lord^ anf wcJred 
ford keeper, but I believe ym zoiufd ttth 
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derftand it much better in two months; w. 
made a full clofe of the argument. 
Thedifficui. After this happy inauguration of 

Sw^n^hc g^^^™""^^ *^ farft great tnatter;' 
life levenues. Came forward to be wifely determined 
his majefty's council and miniftry,.wa 
fettle the colIe6lion of the tonnage 
poundage, and other duties given by pa] 
ment onlv for the life of King Charles 
and by his demiie, in all Icral (enie, dc 
mined : about which» the difficulties &ei 
almoll infuperable. The valuable merdi 
of London came to the commiffiorier 
the cuftoms, and entreated of them; that 
cuftoms might be. gathered as fornM 
Oiheru'ije xce^ faid they, that have great ^ 
in CUT xcarehoufes^ far which we have 
caf/iom, are vrtdone; for the unfair trader i% 
runners, and fuch as come in before the d 
are recharged, xvill under fell us^ as thej 
may^ paying no cuft&m. ^Thtre is no dam 
the parliament will give the cu/loms fot 
-whi^etinu; andwhyjhiruld theynotbccoUi 
in the mean time f The commiffioners ^ 
careful not to do a thing, however rea 
able, fo obnoxious as that was; for 
levying money of the fubje£^ without 
law to warrant it, was a cafe utterly defe 
lefs in parliament ; and they woula not 1 
in the gap to be bufieted, in cafe 
members (hould ftir up a charge n 
them for fo doing. Therefore, oefi^ 
to difengage the Uiom« and fix it id 
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t. of their fuperiors, they attended the 
fury in a body, and made a reprefentation 
:he requeft of the citizens, their reafoiis, 
I the undoubted ill* confequences to the 
g and people, if the revenue of the cuf- 
[is was not collefted, and prayed their 
dftiips* direftions how they (hould behave 
tnfelves in the matter. There fat Lord 
idolphin, Sir Dudley North, and other 
licious perfons commiflioners. They faw 
J intent of thefe gentlemen, which was to 
ecn themfelves by their order; wherefore, 
ling them in, they told thern that they were 
\ majefty's commiflioners for collefting 
t cuiloms, and had all the laws, touching 
t revenue, before them ; which laws they 
)ald do well to perufe carefully, and 
►vern themfelves accordingly; and that 
IS all the anfwer they could give them, 
his was Cold comfort ; but foon after, the 
ifinefs prefling, the king laid it before the 
luncil, and demanded their advice what 
ould be the beft method for managing 
is affair. The Lord Chief Juftice Jeffries 
oved that his majefly (hould caufe his 
rval proclamation to iflue, commanding all 
ficers to coUeft, and the fubjefts to pay 
lie revenue, as formerly. My Lord Keeper 
(prth was not of opinion that to iflue fuch 
proclamation, at this time, would be for 
be king's fervice; becaufe it would Kaye 
|be worn: turn that fuch an affair could take ; 
imt is giving a dire£t handle to hi^ majeftyl's 
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enemies to fay, that his majefty, at the very 
entrance upon his government, levied maofff 
of the fubjed without a6l of parliamenL 
There was no doubt but the parliaib^ 
would renew the aft as full as before ; ani 
if the colleftion might be carried on withp 
out fuch mifconftruftion, it were better. 
Therefore he propofed that the proclamatioB 
fhould require the duties to oe collefifld, 
and paid into the Exchequer, and that fSst 
officers of the Exchequer fhould keep the 
produft, returned, fafe, and apart from otlMr 
revenues, until the next feffion of pariil» 
ment, in order to be difpofed ofaccord]a| 
as his majefty, and the two houfes^ fluxd' 
think fit. One would have bdieved tfeb 
expedient plaufible enough, and calqiilalii 
to obviate the ill ufe a repullulefcent raftioB 
might make, if the other way was taka*. 
But, itfeems, this was too low and trimauif 
for the (late of the court at that time» aadi 
pofitive proclamation iflued. The temftf 
of the publick was, then, fo propitious 19 
the crown, that almofl: any thing would k 
borne with, which, in other times, wooH 
have railed a flame. All which was owHf 
to the recovery in the predeceflbr's . tinm 
which, as a force imprefled, carried ik 
humour deep into the next reign; tbooj^ 
the moving caufe was, in great mrafiBt 
loft out of men's minds. Thus «• 
the grand revenue, . by law p 
put into a way of being colleded« 
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nfwered, by virtue of a dire£l procla- 
lation. 

The next great incident was the fummon- The parita-' 
M a parliament; and, accordingly, writs ™®'*^ j""*- 

Ked returnable Feb. 1684-5. ^11 people met!^. His 
Merefted themfelves, one way or other, to lordftiip pre 
Mocure or difappoint, eleflions: and the^^^J^^j^' 
XMirt was not idle; his lordfhip got as many opening, but 
^ his friends and relations to be chofen as "°' p^miu 
le could; in which, befides his own influ- 
saces, he had the nomination to fome of the 
bbg's boroughs, Thofe, who came in by 
ik recomraendatioh, were, for the moft 
pBtt, gentlemen of honour and eftates, as 
mU a3 credit, in their countries; fuch as 
iir Henry North, and Sir George Winieve 
hfSi^fFoIk; Mr. Robert Foley, and others 
E liiight name, whofe memories are refpe6led, 
II their countries, at this very day. And, 
^ make the attendance eafy to thefe gen- 
iMBcn, whofe concerns were in the country, 
te took diverfe of them to rack and manger 
b his family, w:here they were entertained 
irhile the parliament (at. His lordfhip's 
l^fign was to have the parliament truly 
rhurch of England Proteilants, and loyal 
» the crown; which charafter he thought 
Oiteft to eftablifti the religion and laws of 
fee kingdom, and to refift all attempts of 
ikering any of our fundamentals in church 
illd flate. And he was not happy in not 
feeing it diffolved i fbr he died before that 
nippened. It may Ve his wifdom and fore- 
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fight might have prevented that fatal ftroke. 
But that was not to be accounted the only 
(late error which his death made way for; 
(ince it is well known how precipitoufly they 
flowed in one after another, as (bon as he 
was gone. How far his lordfhip concerned 
himlelf to keep the king in a way of ufing 
parliaments, and for the preferving this, 
with his reafons, will be (hewn in a proper 
place. His principles and reiblutionsy firm 
to the national eftablifhment, were fo well 
known at court, that he was not trufted in 
any important ftep that was made. He 
confidered well, that, at the meeting of this 
parliament, it was his office, and had been 
formerly the ufage of the great feal, to declafc 
at large the cauie of calling, and the king^s 
pleafure to the parliament; and he had 
framed a fpeech • to be made at the openiiig; 



* For thecniire juftificaiionof his lordlhip, and in Older 




A fpeech prepared for opening the parliament t Jac. II* 
in cafe the king had commaided it, and had out 
taken the whole upon himfclf. 

My lords and gentlemen, 

The caufes of fummoning every parliament, ezpreU 
in his majeRy's writs, are certain. The writs, by wUck 
you are called to attend his majefty for the holding d* 
parliament, exprefs the caufe of fummons in thenW 
manner for certain weighty and urgent aflairs conceniif 
the king and ftate, and the defenceof his kingdom ip I 
the church of England. 



4nd calculated it to the happy genius of the 
ilflembly, as he underftood it> tending all 
to a continuation of fettleraent of peace, ' 

If at any time there arife weighty aflfairs, and if at ^ny 
time they are urgent, it is at the entrance of a kin^ upon 
his government. For. that is the time upon which both 
iinff itid people fAake a Judgment of their condition. 
If the beginnings proVe auspicious, they give aflurance of 
ft ferene and happy reign. 

It hath pleafed Almighty God hitherto to blefs his 
majefty with profperity. His acdefiion to the throne 
was ealin and peaceable, notwithftanding all the former 
threats of fa6tlon ; and the. people have, not only fub- 
ftattted to hiin according to their duty but, with great 
zeal given early demonftration of tneir afiedion, by 
Waiting upon him from all parts, with addrefles and 
congratulations; and none have departed without entire 
fiitisfadion by thofe gracious expreflions of his goodnefs, 
which his majeily was pledfed to make them. 

The coronation was folemnifed with an nniverfal joy 
and acclamation, and had the moft numerous and fplen« 
did attendance of the nobility that any age hath feen. 

Nothing can e(]^ual the luftre of it but the folemniiin^ 
of this day, when it is truly faid the king is feated moft 
high in his elhte royal, being attended by his tfiree 
el&tes, whofe advice dnd affiilance makes him the greateft 
prince in Europe. 

■ And this day is t\o lefs aufpicious by the appearance of 
fo many perfons of eminent and cohftant loyalty, who 
have, in all times of difficulty, gjiren abundant teftimony 
that they can never fail the fervice of the crown. 
' May the good omens be continued to his majedy, not 
only m this happy meeting between him and his people 
but, through the whole courfe of his reign, to make him 
the greatelt and happieft of princes. 
• If we look back a few years, and confid^r to what 
diftrefs the crown was brought by the powerand infolence 
of fadion, which was grown to that formidable height 
tfiat it had almoft taken poiTeflion of the government, 
had overfpread the kingdom, and by its falie arts, and 
the adivity of its emiflbries, prevail^, not only in the 
thoice of magifirates but, to bring the moft violent of 

VOL, !!• O 
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and refiftance of innovation. In which 
fpeech he had employed more of oratory 
than I ever faw in any thing he had, on any 

their party into the houfe of commons^ vhcrcby to wn* 
rler parliaments^ the moft firm and powerful fuppo^t oC 
the crown, ufelefs. 

It was hardly fafe to fpeak in defence of the king 
whilfl treafon was talked in the ftreets, and the hStlm 
openly provided arms, and every day threatenedl roi 
hellion. 

1 fay, when we look hack upon the da^k face of thoffl 
times, and confider the change that hath bepi fniopgbt 
in thefe few years, we muil attribute th^ felicities of CM 
day to the providence of God Alp[iighty, who ftUleCh tbc 
raging of the fea, and changeth the hearts of men^ 

It muft be acknowledged to be his doing, for it U 
marvellous in our eyes. 

It is he, and he only, that could bring fuch a fuddcn 
confuHon and defertion ^ipon the kind's enemies by kif 
fignal provideuce in difcovering their inferjnal deigns 
of a(raflinatipn, maiTacres, and rebellion; whereby all 
good men were brought to an utter deteftation spd ahhoTf 
renceofthcm. 

When y^c were t)ewly delivered from tbis d^ngei, it 
pleaded Qod to dejc& us by a more fad ca|apoJ|hr^ ii^ tl|if 
fuddeniicknefs ^nd death of our lategr^cjous iqven^lii 
under whofe merciful reign we had lived in aino£[|um| 
condition, and upon whofe life our peace feemedtd 
depend, the fafiion having openly threatened to fij it 
;trms againfl \\is rightful heir. 

But it pjeafed God quickly to difpel oi^r fffiof| lindto 
raifc our droopii;ig fpirits, by (hewing us W'iaacieexT 
cellcnci^s, the fame princely virtues i^ opr ipo^ gipcioqf 
ioycreign, and all the aiTui^ppe our h^M^ ^oyld d^ 
of an happy government. 

And at the fame time to difpirit thelpipg'^ e|iei|iia, 
"ivliO had malipioufly reprefented the profpe^ of hia rqgfi 
in the moA odious ma'iuer th^y could <^vife, as a ffepf 
of cri^clty and all the cv^s imaginable, (o that tjiey £|V 
tc in vam to fake up their forip[)er p^^tcnces of ^^ 
patriots, they thought it more laife to lie ^id, l^OQWI 
rben^k-lvcs odiups ^q ij^e pcqpje whpf|i they badki 
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Qiher occafion, performed. He fliewed us 
this fpeech, being what he was minded to 
fay ; but withal, declared he would not utter 

abufed by their abominable lies in traducing the bell of 
princes. 

Their difappointment, their diOtrace, their confufion, 
will be nofmall part of theirpunifhment ; and maj' they 
go on daily from one degrep of defpatr to another. Let ' 
them burft wirh envy to fee this happy day, this happy 
mcetingof the kfng aod his people. Let them fee all the 
mutual endearnicnts that can pafs between a moft indul- 
gent father of his countiTi ana a moft loyal parlianient. 

His majefty hath this day already donehis part towards 
it by his gracious c:tprelIions of fo much tendemefs "for 
his fubjcfls, fo oiuch'.care.of thofe thingsthat ar« inoft 
^carto them, their religion and theirlawt. 

And I dare Cay there will be no failure on your parts 
to complete, this .good correfpondence ^y making a fleady , 
iind pobltck demon drati on of that duty and ' afleftton 
ij'hicn is in your hearts. 

"Xaii may look upon the gracious promifes you but 
new received from his majefly as conceflions tnade iii 
full ^rliament, as la«s which his majedy hathgiyeti 
bidil«F> lyhich will be more binding and en^dtuafthan 
any ifiat can be propoiTed to him. 

Weirer therefore let bur chyrch of England, fear tft 
Taot fupport, whcii he hath faid he will defend it. 
I^ever let any man entertain the lea ft jejloufy of arbU 
tiaiy government, when his niajjefty hath declared agairift 

What fuitable return can we make for fo much 
-^wdncfs ? te't us give him frefh and powerful inftances 
of our loyalty, that imayconfirm the good opinion he 
liath exprcflfd of Ijis pturch rf England. That may 
inake him love parliameritE, and redeem that credit 
"which the violence and unreafonablenefs of the commons 
lave of l^tc impaired. 

Let us ihew to ^11 the world that we love our king, 
jhat we truft hfm, that we ihall 'never be wanting to his. 
^fviqe. This will deter all unquiet fpirits at home 
W^<Va troi^jling our peace, and will give his majefty that 
^repuUtioD ip nrelgo' p^rts, that nilt make him arbiter 
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a fyllable, of which he had not the king'd 
allowance at the cabinet Council. But tlie 
policy of the court Was fuch, that all this 

of the affairs of Chriftendom ; an honour the people ot 
England always defired their princes (hoUtd h^ve* 

My lords arid gentlenien^ 

The fuminer advanceth fo fed, that yoa maybe id 
ibme pain to think that you cannot have time to bring to 
perfeaion thofe things which may be needful, and vou 
(hould do for the king's fervice* I would Aermd 
recommend to you to take up thofe things lirhich ue 

?iain and eafy of dif] 
aws which are expir 
idy put in pra3ice fit 
thqm as you have found ufeful. 

But your firfl and chief care ougKt to hq of tbofe laws 
"which concern the kin&r's revenue ; by the continnanoe 
whereof, you will cllablim him in the fame condition with 
the late king, in whofe throne it has pleafed God lo 
place him. 

There are other laws expired which were of publick 
confideration for maintaining the peace, and fupprefliiig 
fedition, which will deferve your particular regard. 
Though, God be thanked, Faflion is now low, and out 
of countenanqe, we muK pot defpife itfoas to negle« 
to make wholefome proviuons againft it. We may be 
fure it will begin to cfeep again Upon the leafl warmth* 
and will loie no opportunity of troubling -our-peace. We 
ought tnerelbre to keep a Wiatchtiil eye oyfer it. 
. And above all. things, we ought to be ireful that it 
gain no footing within thefe walls, by if rdaling diviiiooi 
amongft us, or reviving that abfurd diftio^on between 
the court and the country party ; as if the king^s and his 
peopled true intereft were not the fame. . 

Let it be always a maxim in parHament, that what is 
given for the Tuppbrt of the. king and his government, is 
Ledowed for the people's beuefit ; and that prop^qg 
Uws ior the convenience of the pte'ple, is a fervice to the 
crown. And therefore you may aflfure yourlblves that 
M hdt bWh you (hall prepare and tender to hia m'ajefly tt 
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proved labour in vain. He v/as not trufted 
to fpeajc to the parliament, but the king 
tx)ok it alj upon himfelf ; and he made his 
own fpeech; at leaft the lord keeper had 
no hand in it. For he was not fo much as 
confulted about either the matter, or ex- 
prefliops, the king intended to ufe; as one 
may well judge by the unguarded tenor of 
it. The private confult knew that his 
lordfliip could no^ forbear commending and 
recommending what of jtjie conjjtitutipa 
they defigned to ^Iter^ 

When the narliameQt was met, and quar Thciiferevc 
lified to do any bufinefs, all the revenue Xyll' 
matters were difpatched. to the king's con- tobacco, and 
teqt, and a fi^pply was given pf a halirpenny i "P°" ^"* 
per pound upon toba^co^ and 9 farthing poun^, and 
upon /ugars; very fnjall ^yith refpeft to^|»^^"g»^ 
what haih been, given fince; but it njadea *^^' 
greater ftir, and Ijad mojre opppj^tion in 
parliament, t^u any later revenue or fupply 
till ever had ; and^ upon voting the fupply, 
jand charging it I9 to be levied, it was cried 
put upon, as if it had been; a furrender of 

• I * - • ■ , 

)the advancement X)fitr9de, tbe.^eafy.and fpeedy.adininv- 
llration of jiifticCy dete£ling frauds, fuppreuing enbrmom 
crimes, or any qther matters that conduce to the happinefs 
JDtr e^fe of tb? kingV{ubjp9ift^ mll*recdve a nioft graciou9 
ghfwcu'. 

For it will. *1 ways-be the intercft pf the king, that his 
(ubje6)s (hoiild live happily; and the ^reatnefs and prou 
perity of the king, will always bq the faurty and £atisfailiQ;^ 
flf the people. 

I haye it farther in gommand, &c. 
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liberty and property. Fqt^ Taid fome^ rat 
Jhall enable the king to raife and pay an armf 
to enjlave us: doth he not talk of bis armies tn 
his fpeech ? And the merchants, who, for 
the moft part, chimed in with thofe op- 
pofers, declared the trade would be cIo^;ed 
and ruined. The grocers declared ™ey 
would throw up, and not deal in thofe 
commodities : infomuch that my Lord Ro- 
chefter was frighted^ and was inclined to fall 
off from this, and to bulk for fome other 
wav to raife the fupply. It feems that; to 
anlwer thefe clamours, the tax was fo qua- 
lified, that it muft needs lie upon the inhmd 
confumption only, and not ane£); the exjddf'- 
tation ; and, for that end, a drawback of^ 
duty was given upon all tobacco and fugari 
exported. This did not fatisfy; and thie 
traders clamoured no grain tne.lefs; aind 
when men look grave, and obje£);, though 
without reafon, folks are apt to think them 
in earneft. On the other (ide. Sir Dudley 
North, a commiflioner of the treafury, who 
managed for the king in the houfe of com- 
mons, and other intelligent merchants, told 
the Lord Rochefler that all this hoife wai 
knavery, and there was nothing in it;. and» 
at a meeting of the grocers at niy Lord 
Rochefter^s, made it plainly appear to be 
fo ; as will be fhewed more particularly in 
the courfe of that gentleman's life. 
R/fuf^i to The firft overture of fetting up the dif- 
Xtllt'w' P^nfing power, was in this firft "fefliohs of 
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the parliament ; for the word amiyj in the army, and Ms 
fpeech, gave great offence. But what ^ave ^o^^^'^jj 
more, was an attempt to indulge the military proceeding 
officers to aft without qualifying themfel ves °^ J^^^ i" 
according to the teft laws. By this attempt ^ ^ ^ * 
in parliament, and other more private prog- 
nofticks, his lordfhip perceived a difpofition 
in the interior court, to decline parliaments^ 
and rely upon an army ; for which delibe- 
ration they had but too much encouragement 
by Monmouth's rebellion, which broke out 
during this firft feflion of parliament. The 
loyal 2(nd honeft temper of the parliament^ 
appeared in nothing more than in their 
benaviour in this point. After much de- 
bating, they (hewed a difpofition, by a 
toarticular law, to qualify any perfons the 
Kingfhould in particular nominate to them: 
But that would not be accepted; which, on 
the one fide, was a great overfight, arid, on 
the other, a great efcape ; for the members 
had incuT!«d no little infamy abroaid, by 
tonfentiiig to ehaft even fo much as that 
wasi And ias for a gerier&l qualification, 
that isj a riepeal of ihfe teft and penal laws in 
inilitary cafes, it would by no means be 
agreed to : and upon that point, in the end, 
the parliament was broke ; as the accounts 
of the clofdtting, afterwards, make plain. 
I have no more to relate of this parliament, 
in which his lordfhip prefided, as fpeaker, 
upon the woolfack, an employ moftly 
taken up with forms. Only the bufinefs of 
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appeals, from fome of his decrees, wai 
faftidious; becaufe Jeffries atfefted to let fly 
at them, as if he would have it thought that 
he was fitter to be chancellor. During this 
feffion of parliament Monmouth landed, 
and all the a6ls, that could be thought of, 
fignificant againft him, were paft; as at- 
tamders, &c. After he was beaten at 
Sedgmore, the Lord Chief Jufl:ice Jeffries 
performed his memorable expedition in the 
wefl, armed, not only with a commiffion 
of Oyer and Terminer, but alfo, an autho- 
rity to command the forces in chief, as 
general of the weft; for fo he was ftyled. 
Upon the news returned of his violent pro- 
ceeding, hia lordfliip faw the king would be 
a great fufferer thereby, and went direftly 
to the king, and moved him to put a Hop to 
the fury, which was in no refpe6l for his 
fervice; but, in many refpefts, for the con* 
trary. For though the executions were, by 
Jaw, juft, yet never were the deluded people 
ail capitally puniflied; and it would be 
accounted a carnage, and not law, or 
juftice: and, thereupon, orders went to 
mitigate the proceeding; but what effeft 
followed, I know not. I am fure of his , 
lordftiip's interccflion to the king on this 
occafion, being tdd it, at the very tim^ 
by himfelf. 
The bufincfE At thJs time, the folemn coronation of 
-stlon "[d *-^^ ^'"S ^""^ queen was promulged ; a com- 
isiMddiip'smittee of council to fettle the ibrmulary, 
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Afld a court of claims eredled by commifiion ; fickn^fs, 

in which his Iprdfliip, as chief, gave the rule. ^^cuH^^cir* 

At the former, the archbifliop of Canterbury c^mftjinccs, 

and his lordfliip had fome difference.^ The 

archbifhop^ as the council ;thought, Ipun 

top fine; for that wa$ his w^y; and 

he would not abate one icruple of what 

he thought his duty, whjich made them 

think he trifled ; and my Lord Hallifax 

faid his name fliould ae Sede Vacante^ 

However, all ended fmooth and well. And 

her^ I muft introduce a difma) cata{);rophe ; 

which was his lordfhip's ficknefs and death* 

All thefe loads of the death of King Charles 

IL the managing in order to. the coronation, 

and the parliament, and fitting there to hea.r 

his decrees mo^ brutifhly and efifrontuoufly 

arraigned* which h^ muft defend witl^ all 

the criticifjn and r^on, a$ well as temper, 

th&t he could, by ftrefs of thought, mufler ; 

befides the attendances at court and council, 

where nothing fquared with his fchemes, 

and where he was, by Sunderhnd, Jeffries, 

and their complices, little lefs than clerided ; 

to all which the difpatch of the chancery 

bufinefs is to be added, where, for want of 

tmie, all run in arrear; which ffate of the 

court was always a load upop his fpirits« 

All this was more ;than enough to opprels 

the foul of an honefjt, jcordial, ntan; and ( 

verily believe it did that to His lordfliip, 

which people mean when they fay that hif 

keari, was broke; but I guefs that, with him^ 

it was rather his head thao hi$ heaf p Somf; 
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time before the parliament rofe, I had notice 
brought me in the morning, that my lord 
keeper was taken defperately ill. I got 
ready as foon as I could^ and, coming into 
his chamber, and to his bed-fide, he looked 
at me and faid. Will you believe I am ill ntmf 
1 was Obe that ufed to rally upon his fancies 
as to health, as if he ailed nothing; and 
truly, for the mod part, I was in the right; 
for he ^as inclined to the fplenetick. But 
now it was plain he was in a very bad cafe. 
He was takftn, in the night, with a very bad 
cold, that obftru6):ed all the paflages on one 
fide of his head, and he had very great pains 
there, and, withal, a fever. The afterhooh 
before, he was not well, but made no fliew " 
of it. The barber trimmed him, and, being 
uneafy, he thought he never would have 
done; and the image in his dream, at the 
acceffion, was of the barber's hand patting 
his cheek with cold water till it was numb. 
And, after he was awake, that thought ftuck 
in his mind, and he could never (hake it off 
as long as he lived, which was not above four 
months after : and he would often inveigh 
Againft the barber's impertinence, which he 
fincerely thought gave him his cold. Let 
all, that reflect; on non-fanity of mind, ob* 
ferve that it hath its degrees and importances, 
and that corporal infliftions fliail imprefs 
ideas which fhall ever after remain involun- 
tary; if about trivial things, they are conceit 
and fancy ; if important, madnefs. For in 
the extremity of fatuitous madnefs, there is 
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Jlihg to Ife fouttd but the cohfequefritfe 
'effror And trtdirfity, by What ihteatl^ 
rv^V, whether pride, frij^ht, ?evtfr, 16v6, 
r; itApefled atflHt.- jftut, to fbtUrh^ 
;. Ibhimip, hfe fathily xfhyfician, Dr. Mkf. 
i5 t^ho V^as brtd iinder Dt. Willis, aiiti 
;i*odtrced by him) Wds Ifertt fdr; ahd fre 
te^ed phlebotoriiy, diid, hi^tig dif tfft^d 
5 diet, ex^aed what \xiW& thfe dlftfeftipdr 
mid take, and watched hiih car^fblly and 
nthiually, ih torder to firther prefcKptlon, ,^. 
rieafon might require. And thUs the ftian 
^t have had fair play for his life; For 
to is exempt from feveife? ahditisbtlt 
fne, riot all, that haVe them, die. llius tib 
r imids, Uhder. ^ bufpittc Acute feVKr^ 
thotit atty hotable reniiffidns, ahd ho ih- 
rffiiffiotfs. thik daWgeVcJliS llitkriefs tif thfe 
fd keeper being kribWh Abobt t6\vh^ all 
e accuftomed imjpeVtihehdes, of tneuages 
d vilits, WeVe acted, j)ut Ji^^bt from tne 
:k man, to whom thfey Were of^fmall prdfit. 
heyie werfe fome relatiofas, and particularly 
r William Soams, a fort of brother-ih-law, 
ho were much concerfaed about liii |)hy-.. 
:ian ; he was too plain a man, 4hd not in 
p pra6tice, and Btit oiie: and it Was iEib- 
lutely neceffary that forne dth^r f&med 
>£lor fhould be called in, faying, A man of 
[ Iwdjhips dtjlindlm, cmght ni>t io'be ifujlei 
^th one phyfician. People will ever be 
nd of doftors, as Popifh zealots are of 
nts, and think th^t the power of life and 
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death is in their han^s. Whereas, . generallyi 
the pra£lice is common to all ; and, whq 
they fw.erve^ and are fingular, it is as mudi 
for death as prefervation. But hereupn 
Pr. Short was fent for, who, finding hi 
lordfliip in an acute fever, approvpd of wfa( 
^ad bjEif n done, and, to qualiiy his prefc^ 
tipn, faid that a man of his value, VHU notk 
ie trufied with afcoer. So to work he we* 
with his cortex to take it o^\ and it was A 
done; but his lordfhip continupd Jo haveUl 
' head-ach and want of fleep. ThCY gaw 
him quieting potiops, a$ they cjdiea theft 
which were opiate^ to Qialce him jle 
but he ranted, and renounced them as 
greatefl: torraenters, faying that ih^ ihotlA] 
all was w(ll if he did not hck off ine f/au& 
(indjbis fervant had bis naiuraireftf but »l 
that while, he had axes and hammers, anil 
fireworks in his head, which he coi}1di)l|' 
bear. All thefe were very ba^d ijgn$; bit 
yet he feemed to mend confiderablyj aol 
no wonder, his fever being tak^n o^ by -'^ 
cortex. 
His lord- All th)s while the parliament was fitting 

i(hip'f amend- j^^j jj^g bufinefs of the coronation attexm 

inent by the , . • , , ^ \ ^ • • i 

cortex, did his coming abroad, ajnd he, haying ap w 

tufincfs, andpulfe in hjs nature to difpatch whatever 

aW^by a belonged to him to do, ventured out befcie 

^ow heaick. he was, in any competent manner, heatbfbl; 

and fat in parliament, difpatched all M\ 

claims, attended the council, and the coBej 

mittee for the coronation, and did what In 

could in the Chancery, and, w^at was m^pk 



id his laft duty to his mailer in walking 
the coronation. And^ as an inllance of' 
lordfhip's caution in great matter^^ I 
ift here take notice that he had his ma^ 
y*s fign rtianual to order his not publifliing 
jbnei^al jJardon; which, fometiiiies, men 
?e thought belonged td the grdat feal to 
'6f courfe. t)urmg thefe employments, 
ary one, that faw him, faid he went about 
a ghoft, with the yifage of xleath upoil 
L Sildh a futik, fpiritiefs, colmtenance 
/had. And yet his ftrength of mind ' 
Wed hini through all; and his beiaring 
J long fatigue of the coronation ceremony 
f walk, was teilly A wonder. Nor hdd 
teen ftrange jf one, with mortal wounds 
ttn him, as he had, had dropped in the 
isiia. During all this time, nis appetite 
ft gone, and cookeries were provided irt 
Itir to tempt his palate ; but all was chip. 
fe made his evenings as comfortable by 
acty as we could, with fuch news as the 
vn afforded, and all kinds of farililiar chat, 
i<ih was his greateft delight ,wheri he was 
% He found h j5 fpirits low, and thought 
jSkvour and ereft tneni by a, glafs or two 
iherry, or Sandwich ale, alter his no- 
Spet. But the cafe of his fever was this; 
5 "rage of the difeafe, which was the effort 
liiature to throw off the venom that caufed 
.was taken down by the cortex ; but the 
iiom, then afloat, was let (ink into his 
iiftitution : and it is now found that, with- 
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out there be an iniermiflion of the fev^^ 
the cortex doth but engraft the venom t^ 
(hoot out a^ain more pernicioufly. Aq^ 
(b, in his lorafhip's cafe, he had a feed of a. 
malignant fever m him, which turned to ar 
malignant chachexVf kindling and burnipg 
in the centre of his very vitals, making litder 
(hew but in his pulfe, and a general pain^ 
and continual uneisdinefs, languor, and want 
of fleep. 
His lord- "N^liile his lordfliip went about in thi$ 

Sn i5S' difconfolate ftate, it is eafy to be conceived 
tiren:entv,ith how little of comfort was his portion. He , 
the great fed had uo glimpfe of fatis&diou, in the prrf I 

into the coun- o tr^c ^ *. -. l ^- * 

try. P^^ of future events, as to the nation at 

lar£e (and how much he laid that to heart \ 
will be made appear afterwards) concerning 
which he had no fair expectation but what ; 
terminated in himfelf: viz. that, after having 
done the utmoft that lay in his power to dOi 
to obviate the impending mifchiefs, he might 
hope to have delivered his own foul. And 
his feverifli difeafe growing upon him, his 
fpirits, and all that mould buoy a man up 
under opprelfion, not only failed, but other 
things, of a malign completion, fucceedecl 
to bring him lower: which may be fully 
undcrftood by this circumftance. He took 
a fancy that he looked out of countenance, 
as he termed it, that is, as one afliamed, or 
as if he had done ill, and not with that face 
of authority as he ufed to bear : and, for that 
reafon, when he went into Weftminfter-Hall 
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in the fummer term, he ufed to tal^e nofeg^ys 
of flowers to hold before his face^ that 
people mi^ht not difcern his dejefbion ; ^n4 
once in private, having told me this fancyj 
be aflced me if | did not perceive it. | 
^nfwered him, not in the lead ; nqr 6^ | 
believe any one elfe did obferve any fjicH 
diing: but that he was not well in health, 
99 he ufed to be, was plain enough. Hi^ 
)Qrd(hip, in this flate^. took a refplqtion to 
qV|it the gr^at fcal* ^n4 ^^^^ tp m^ Lord 
Itp^heller to intercede with his n^jefty to 
ficcept it; which had bfsei^ i^q harpgoifitter 
^ obtain. But that noble lord I>a4 no xifiind 
to part with fuch a fcreen, and, at th^t t^e 
£as he told m^ himfelf) he divert^ him* 
3ut hj$ Ipydfliip perfi Aed, ^s will bp fi}fde 
appear afte^p^ards by a letter. Wheren{)OR 
tbe I#or4 Rochefter obtained of* the king 
that his lordlbi p. might retire with the feal 
jjjjo the country, anfl tj^at the officers, with 
t^cir concerns, fhould ; attend him there, in 
J^opes that, by the ufe of the waters, and 
jtfpih gir, he might recp^er |iis health ag^inft 
l^xt.win^rj when it w^f hoped l^e would 
^^PptjuHQ p^i;fe6l]y r^covpre^f i > This was indeed 
^ royal coodekeniipi^,: jai^ fingular favour 
4tp him. 

During this mixtur^e of difeafe and bufinefs ]?!^^^^^% 
-SB toWiP, there was no want ot phylicians to cians lent 
Attend upon, and prefcribe to him. They Jj»m <io^« 
ibund he had a lent fever, which was grow- the^tew of 
ing up out of the dregs which the cortex AUrop pre- 
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had left ; and, if it were not taken off, thef 
knew he would foon perifh. So they pKerf 
him with new dpfes of the (ame^ under thi 
Ttame of coidial powders, whereof the quan- 
tity, he took, is fcarce credible ; but they' 
would not touch his fever any more than fo 
much powder of poft. And ftill he otcw 
Mx>r(e and worfe; no means would r^ore 
him any appetite. . At length, the dofton 
threw up, and faid their medicaments had ; 
no effect, and hi^ blood afforded him no . 
kind of nourifhment ; and he had no wajf i 
left but to repair to his feat at Wroxton^ 
which was near to Aftrop Wells, and drink 
thofe waters, which they hoped would cleanfe 
his blood, and reftore his decayed fpiritsi ; 
After this fentence pronounced, Ve firaight 
packed up our alls, and made as (iill a 
family of relations as we could to divert 
him. The family phylician Went with us, 
and he had his chefts of medicines, as if we 
were going a voyage to the Indies. We, 
that rode m the coach with him, had a 
melancholy journey; for he was hopeleTs 
of life to continue long, and of any comfort 
while it did continue, and declared exprefsly 
that this was to be his laft journey. There 
were pillows, and all contrivances that he 
might be eafy. He complained of no 
inconvenience in the journey, by jogging 
and toffing, though he could not but feel a 
great deal ; but his patience was extraordi- 
nary ; and, as he had refolved before-hanA 



\ 



LORD KEEPER GUILFORD. 209 

he made the fame ftages he formerly had 
been ufed to. We had a great rout attend- 
ing, that belong to the feal, a fix-clerk, 
under-clcrks, wax-men, c&c. who made a 
good hand of it, being allowed travelling 
charges out of the hanaper; and yet ate 
and drank in his lordfhip's houfe. I muft 
own that, bating his lordflbip's illnefs, (which 
was bitternefs with a witnefs) I never was in 
a more agreeable family. For it was full as 
a city, and with pferfons of good value and 
converfation ; all under the authority of 
one whom all revered ; and, out of decency, 
as well as refpeft to him, not the leaft intem- 
perance, or diforder of any fort, committed. 
And what crowned all, was, firft, the chief 
table almoft filled with the deareft of his 
lordfhip's relations, ' and the hopes that, 
fometimes, were afforded us in the country, 
of his lordfhip's recovery. 

The gentlemen of the country were very j^!\'°''^- 
Inimane and obliging; for they all came and of\\v'mg™nd 
dined with him, and, with deference to his ^^e various 
eafe, invited him. But his regimen per- ^"""^^""f"^* 
mitted him to go no where ; nor did his taking the 
relations make many excurfions : but fome he waters, 
obliged them to, for excufe for himfelf, 
where he had great refpefts. He took the 
waters in bed, for they did not agree with 
him up, and, in a week or fortnight's time, 
his urine, before difordered, was reftified ; 
a»id he had fome appetite. S9me of us 
would be faying to the doftor that there was 

VOL. ir. p 
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an apparent amendment; but he ufed to 
{hake nis head, and put his hand to his wrift ; 
and once, in plain terms, told us that^ till 
he found amendment there, he had no 
hopes. I paft as many hours alone with him 
as any one, and^ after his old wont, he would 
fpeak his very thoughts to me ; and, when 
he reafoned wrong concerning himfelf, I 
took the freedom to argue, as I thought, 
right. As in this inftance; he faid his phy- 
iician was extremely to blame, who was fo 
much in his company, and did not put him 
under fome regimen as might have prevented 
fuch a fever as this was. JVkry, faid he, be 
Jhould have forced me to tt^ and not kt me 
alone till I conformed. I excufed the dofior, 
and wiihed he would conlider, that he muft 
know how averfe he was to all medicinal 
regimen and phyfick, and if the do£lor had 
obtruded any fuch, he muft have expeded 
an authoritative rebuke ; and he zoouM hooe 
feared incurring thereby the lofs of ytmr god 
opinion. This, and fuch freedoms, he took 
in good part. Our courfe was, in the 
morning, to attend his lordftiip in his cham- 
ber with merry entertainment while he was 
drinking his waters ; and then, being up, Wd 
that took the poft of being his architefls, fell 
to meafuring, mapping, and debating about 
our projefts concerning his gardens, build- 
ings, and plantations : and I cannot pals by 
a diverting paffage, one Mn Barbert « 
neighbour, ooferved how bufy we were; 
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and, coming near to us where his lordfliip 
flood. You may meafure and meafure^ faid he, 
hut my lord is not fuch a fool as to be ruled by 
you. His lordfliip, who had fcarce laughed 
fince hecanie down, could not hold at that. 
But we were reconciled to him after that, 
at the table, he had tbld a fine lady that he had 
known her a heart-breaker for above twenty 
years. It was very obfervable that our pro- 
ceedings difcovered plainly when his lordfliip 
thought well of himfelf, and when not; for, 
if he was in good heart, and thought he 
might recover, then he obferved us narrowly, 
and would put in his oar, and like or diflike, 
joining in the very much altercation amongft 
us, as if he were a party concerned. Biit 
if he thought he could not get off, then he 
left us to ourfelves, and made no enquiry, 
or qtieftion at all, upon what we were aoing, 
and fcarce would give attention when we 
ftiewed him our draughts. I remember I 
had laid out the plantation of his avenue, 
which was a wretched pofition; for the 
entrance was at one corner, and, not in the 
ftreight. I had fliaped a demilune before 
the court-gate, and at the farther end, a 
whole fweep, with rows detached from that 
to the entrance. He put out my whole 
fweep, and ordered the rows of trees to be 
refrafted that way. At which I was very 
angry, and declared that no architeft was 
ever fo ufed as I was. This pleafed him 
much ; and he very often made a jeft to his 

P 2 



212L THE LIFE OF THE LATE 

company of this rant of his archite£l. Thcfe 
were harmlefs amufcments, and beneficial 
to him, as much as any thing might be. 
After dinner, the coaches were ufually got 
ready, and, with his nearefl: relations, among 
whom I was always one, he u(ed to go to 
Edgehill to take the air : but I did not per- 
ceive any great gou ft he had in it; but it 
was advifed, and that was enough. I once 
encouraged him to ufe the viol, and I would 
make a fmall confort to hin\, and he (eemed 
to approve of the entertainment which ufed 
to be his idol. I tliereupon tuned up a lyra 
viol, and a violin, and, having got Tome 
agreeable compofitions, to work we went. 
The doftor eyed us well, forefeeing what 
would follow ; which was that his lordfhip 
fcarce touched above a leffon, before he laid 
down the inftrument, faying. He did not like 
that part J and the other he did not perfomu 
He began to be much concerned about his 
chair, and not fatisfied with any; but one, 
above the reft, which he ufed moft^- was 
privileged, and no one elfe offered to ufe it; 
for, as fick as he was, he would fuffer none 
to rife and give way for him. Thus, with 
various amuTements, the heavy time^ day 
after day, was got off^ hand, as well as with 
all the fatisfa^hon to him that we could 
contrive. O what a difference between his 
own family, friends and relatioiis, and the 
court ! 
His lord- One thing was very rejnarkable in this 

fhip's good 
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flow declining. All, that was peculiarly J^umour dc 
good in his humour, left him. He con- ^i^^^on^jtu. 
cerned himfelf ftrangely about his ceconomy, tion. 
and the abufes of it, and every thing fhould 
be new-modelled, and his family reduced; 
and he, that was never fo well as when his 
houfe and table were full, began to look 
upon us as inmates, and would needs go out, 
and take an account of his ftables; and^ 
coming into one that had four coach-horfes 
in it, he afked whofe ftable that was ? They 
told him Mr, Foley's. (He was a brother- 
in law, who, with his wife, his lordfhip's 
fifter, had been long in the family.) He 
had enough, and enquired no farther; only, 
as he returned, Mr. Foley's? faid he; Very 
fine, indeed i But, with all this difcourfe of 
regulations, he ordered no one thing other- 
wife than before ; and the fame loofe houfe- 
keeping went on. And this decay of good 
humour, with his decay of ftrength, en- 
creafed, to the lafl moment of his life; as 
will appear more exprefs in the fequel. 
This may ferve to demonftrate that mortal 
ficknefs is not found to be a time apt for 
friendly charity and good nature. 

About the latter end of Auguft, Sir Dud- ^/r J^^^^J^^i, 
ley North and I were in the coach with him, uftViii"^ 
taking the air ; and he was pleafed to fay which he 
that he had a will by him, and diverfe co- Js^^jj^^"^^ 
dicils, which he had made to fuit the 
emergencies, in his family, as they had 
happened; and all thefe he would put into 
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niy hands, and I fhould frame them all into 
one entire form of a will, which he would 
publifh, and the others fhould be revoked. 
This was the fir ft word he fpoke of any 
will ; and none of us thought fit to mention 
any fuch thing to him. Next day he gave 
me his papers, and I made a draught, which 
he approved of, without the change of one 
word ; for indeed I ufed no words but what 
were his own, faving for mere form. This 
will he direfted to be wrote (heet-wife, and 
to be ready when he called for it; which 
was accordingly done. Now the late time 
of the year, for water^-drinking, was come; 
and either the waters had not that virtue to 
dilute and infpirit his blood as before; or 
elfe the doftor, and his correfponding bre- 
thren in London, thought fit he fhould leave 
off drinking them; and, after that, he 
tumbled down apace. The doftor always 
ufed 'to (hake his head at his urine, faying it 
was jimtlis fani, or like to that of one that 
was well. But, now, it had a red caft, as 
if fome drops of blood were mixed with it; 
which was a fure prognoftick of death ap: 
proaching. Once his urine ftood in his 
view as he lay in bed, and the doftor, frown- 
ing at the water, bid fomebody take it away. 
j/Vo, Let it alone^ faid his lordfhip, I know (or 
feel) more than that Jhews. When he was 
confined to his bed, he called for his will, 
which I brought ; but he thought the fheets 
were too many, and that he fhould not have 
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flrength to fign them all, and ordered one 
clofer to be made; which I went about, 
and had done in lefs than half an hour; and, 
after it was read to him, and feals prepared, ^ 
he figned every fheet, and publiflied it/* 
And Naw^ faid ne, / am at eafe. 

We had chaplains in the houfe, and The 'eHgious 

conftant prayers in a fmall chapel, niorning *ionTo Sibi. 
and evenmg, for the family ; as ought to be Dr. Radciif 
in every great man's houfe, to fay nothing h^^fordfh*"'^ 
of the leffer : and, after his lordfhip was con- death. 
fined to his bed, fo that he could not come 
to the chapel, the vifitation fervices were 
ufed in his chamber, and, at length, he re- 
ceived the facrament with his relations ty 
him ; and then he was in a very defperate 
way, not like to live many hours. It was 
the opinion of the people about him, and 
the doftor's defire (who was the moft affli6led 
man in the world) that Dr. Radciif, then in 
the neighbourhood, (hould be called in; 
which was done, not that his friends expeft- 
ed any benefit but, to fatisfy fome of the 
living, who would not be convinced. The 
do6lor came and, by his lordfliip's bedfide, 
he afked him, I am fure, no lefs than fifty 
quefiions; which was a great fatigue and 
trouble to him, and all that were in the 
room. The doftor had his fee, but not the 
ingenuity to fay what he knew, viz. that 
there was no hopes, but talked of lungs 
being touched or not, which fignified no- 
thing. His lordftiip afterwards (hewed much 
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difcontent that he was not well attended; 
and if Sir Dudley North, or I, was abfent, 
he called it flighting him; and we were 
indeed glad, fometiraes, to efcapc for half an 
hour to breathe. This confirmed the ap- 
proach of death, of which the not caring to 
be left alone is a conftant fymptom. -He 
began to agonife, and be convulfed, and, 
by virtue of the doftor's cordials, lived longer 
than was for his good. After fome driving, 
he would lie down, and then get up again. 
He advifed us not to mourn for him, yet 
commended an old maid-fervant for ncr 
good will, that faid, As long as there is Ufit 
there is hope. At length, having ftrove a 
little to rife, he faid, It would no i do ; and 
then, with patience and refignation, lay 
down for good and all, and expired, Scptl 
1685. -^"^ about five or fix days after, nil 
funerals were folemnifed as he had direded 
by his will. 
His lord- In a few hours after his lordlhip's eyes 

ihip's exccu. ^e^e clofed, and his will knt)wnin the faroik 

tors earned 1 • 1 1 1 • 1 1 1 1 - ' 

the great leal, wliich appomtcd his brothcrs to be his ex- 
and gave it ecutors, all the officers of the feal, then in . 
MnVs^haiids ^^^ houfc, after having laid their wife heads 
at Wiiidfor, together, came in a body to know what the 
whodehveicd pi^afuj-g of the exccutors was, touchinir the 

ir to the Lord ' p, -ri iii "• 

Chancellor great leal ; as it that had been a matter in 

Jeffries. danger of being overfeen." The executOR 

immediately ordered them all to be read? 

the next morning, to go along with it to 

Windfor, where the king then was ; and the 
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flate equipage being made ready for the 
executors themfelves, they took the ftrong 
box, in which the feal was kept, and that 
cnclofed in a filk bag, which was alfo fealed 
with his lordfhip's feal. Such a facred thing 
is that peftiferous lump of metal ! The fame 
night the executors arrived, they waited 
upon the king, who faid. He heard that his 
iordjhip was much mended. The fegl was 
delivered in the bag (fealed) into the king's 
own hand, who took the bag, and afked if 
there was never a purfe (of ftate) and it was 
anfwered that none was brought down. 
The king faid no more to them ; whereupon 
the executors retired; and, as had been long 
before proje6led, the great feal was put into 
the Lord Jeffries's hands, with the ftyle of 
Lord High Chancellor of England. And 
^hat effeft that tranfition had upon the 
fta.te and welfare of England, let the fuccefed- 
^nig times fpeak. 

-His lordfhip ufed to be continually peftered Difpofiiion 
vith penny poft letters impertinent and J^^^^^P-J 
'^Itidipus to read over. Agamll this dileafe Would not 
h^ found an effeftual remedy; which was^*Y®'^^ 
*^>^ appointing all fuch letters to be carried da?c tf/»ui 
te> the faithfulleft of his fervants, and feaU ^roxtm. 
"^arer ; and ordering him to open and read 
^cm, and thereupon to judge if they were 
^t for him to fee, and then (hew, elfe, to 
^^rn them. This immediately put a flop 
^^^ that evil. It had been ufual, heretofore, 
fc^r all writs to bear teft where the lord 
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keeper refided, though the king was n^ot 

there; which was looked upon as a mark of 

honour to their families upon record. B Hut 

his lordfhip, thinking it a mere vani^Hiy» 

ordered none to bear teft apud Wroxton, b^sot 

apt/d Wejlmonafterium only. 

His lordftiip His lordftiip became extremely fond of 

ftSy^f rc.^ the public records, and promoted the fiu^ dy 

cords. and infpe£lion of them all he could. At f — :hc 

beginning of his buiinefs, he had no mea^^nns 

of application that way. The books of t^^iihc 

law were the field from whence his harv^- ~cft 

accrued : and the learning of records ^ 

fpeculative, and tends to the accomplilhme^s^nt 

of a lawyer, more than his direft profc^fi^ 

But it is a mofl reafonable ambition^ ac: -^^ 

was firft feen in Mr. Noy. The Lord Qo^^^^^ 

took a little that way ; but his (kill was 

pedantic than penetrant. Afterwards, a 

of men grew up, who addided thcmfelr"^*^^ 

to that fludy with lefs oftentation; as RolL^*^ 

Windham, Jones, Glin, and Hales ; mot ^^ 

cfpecially the latter. When his lordChir-^^P 

began to be ateafe in his feat of chief juflic^^^^^^ 

he looked earneftly that way, but had nc^-^^* 

a full accommodation till he had the gre^^^^^^ 

(eal ; and then, by means of his authorit^^^' 

lie could command copies of what hethougfl* ''Jj 

(it; and accordingly, he had procured z M^^ 

the rolls of parliament, and was procecdin^^^*^ 

with the journals of the houfe of lords, anr^^w 

jfulcxes of the various forts, that he miglK^"!^' 

itriul (or what he had a mind to confult 



fet 



LORD KEEPER GUILFORD. 2^19 

not purfue this ftudy before he was 
:hief juftice, becaufc, when attorney- 
1, all his time was devoured by tne 
buiinefs^ and a mountainous pradice 
jftminfter-Hall and elfewhere. But, 
hat time, he dated a fort of liberty, in 

ftate he might enjoy himfelf, by 
ng fubje6ls as his fancy prompted; 
awards the end of his Jaw, and the 
ing of equity, he fcarce minded, feri* 

any thing elfe; and, froii[i dealin| 
ooks and epitomes, fuch as Ryley an< 
I, &c. he came to the records them- 

cfpecially thofe of the parliament; 

had no (ooner a power to command 
icers, but he obliged them to tranfcribe 
n all thofe which are properly called, 
cords of parliament; which compofe 
fifteen volumes in folio. Thofe were 
It him, attefted by the officer : and he 
ually called fo;r more ; wherebf the 

which make up a great part of ano- 
>Iume, were left by him not complete. 

a queftion bore upon the records of 
rt, he always had true copies brought 
X)r he did not fettle in himfelf any 
n, till he had viewed the original au- 
\ He was procuring all the journal 

of the houfe of lords (which began 
Hen. VIII. when ftat. rolls entered) 
.dfome volumes complete. And all 
ompafted volumes now remain with 
»d Guilford. As for the journal 
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x& iiim»s£itriy made his cl 
nncam: ^aI dacm under heads5 t 
jrui-v^iaev? j nady rccourfe to fpM 
-Btirr-ssf *. airweraL &c. But the old r 

np hard for them ; anc 
^feaft, or rather epii 
^^^m 2f jy^u: mcoL and had made a 
:rng h aiTDrfin; that he had defignc 
r -SLac ;iML iiL rcber our records anc 
-rrs. -rvTanari :2>r xarious cotemporai 
XTt :r* iRWf m? cvu obfervations of th< 
> a? *cat ^CEK, And, as a fruit 
iaw:*^ :k i« be£:ia to compofe an 
t: :xi3tTJ2irsaRCSL And I cannot but i 
:siu; T %::> sx completed. He foun 

and particular] 

rry bufy in ferrett 

Tftirct J*c :treciirar»^ with defign t 

xo? :i va; .:amenc what they thou^ 

v^* .:x -."rc'udice of the crown and i 

H^'x.'Sacivc^s. x\nd they accordingly 

:ci uwv conferred with the bellweat 

,*x* l>«iuv in the houfe of commor 

I v;^^<luiy alledged pafTages in the ] 

oi paiiiument> and certain exotick 

vxuadoi chiefly from thofe in ir 

uuK^ whtrn the crown had been di 

^iM uu{H>ied upon; and done, no 

MLiit^iiy but> otten untruly, and al\v 

ttcii^c% By which means they ft 

UKMr jfcuti^monarchic infinuations an( 

^Um;:^ The other party were not 

(i> dmi with them at thefe wt 
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becaufe they were not fo induftrious. His 
lordfliip, upon good information taken, 
partly, from fome of their own colleftions, 
and from Mr. Ryley's Placit. Pari, and Sir 
JElobert Option's Abridgment, and other op- 
portunities, was clearly of opinion that a 
publick view, of all the records of ftate and 
j|)iarliament, would be for the advantage of 
the monarchy; for what thefe gentlemen 

g reduced was partial, and miftated ; and the 
me, fct entirely in open view, would have 

another tenor and eflFeft. Therefore he was 

ckarly of opinion that the whole fhould be 
:inade pubHck in print: and, by that, the 

Cfown would have more juftice; for men, 
i^who had been impofed on, and had credited . 
v,the others, having accefs to the books of the 

jpecords, might rightly inform themfelves, 
^by means of their application and ftudy, 
-ji^ifhich they could not do by fearching the 
J officfcs ; a drudgery for which only a few are 
j/COmpetent. And, purfuant to this deiign, his 
^Jordihip adually began to put the huge ma(s 
biinto forme order and method, to be propofed 
^i^ undertakers, who were to have encourage- . 
^[ments that might invite them. But tnis 
^^Ifibrk required lon^ and quiet times ; neither 
r'sif which fell to his lordmip's fhare after he 
-liad the great feal, by which only he was 
w- #»pable of forwarding the work, 
cf His lordfliip's nviniftry, under King James His lordOiip 
f=jl. was lefs difficult, but more mortifying, cafy as to 

IJlhan under King Charles II; for, then, all P;,^t?p\^^^^^ 
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And the flatc the weight of forms and le^Iities^ and 
dincc on^hc" confequently, the warding agamft cavil an^ 
king. captioufnefs, lay upon him. He was relid 

upon, and, being obnoxious to all diflenting 
parties, muft a6E at his peril. But now, M 
he was a perfon determined to be laid afid($ 
he was not relied upon in any thing, but v0 
truly a feal keeper, rather than a minifter d 
ftate, and kept on for difpatch of tht 
formularies, rather than for advice, or trolt 
It was well known that he would not pitt 
the feals to any commiflions to perfons ufl*^ 
qualifiable, with a non obfiante to the vA 
laws ; and, for that reafon, none fudh yitn 
brought to him ; but, after he was gone^ htt 
fucceiTor (by antecedent compafl, as WH 
fuppofed) pafTed all. His lordfiiip was fo 
ill ufed at court by the Earl of Sunderlaitd, 
Jeffries, and their fub-fycophants, that, I am 
perfuaded, if he had had lefs pride of heart, 
ne had been tempted to have delivered up 
the feal in full health. But he cared not to 
gratify, by that, fuch difingenuous enemid 
Another weightier reafon kept him ill awe 
as to that; which was point of honour: fw 
he would not willingly have caft fuch apob- 
lick reflexion upon his royal mafter, aoa te 
government, as the defperate innuendo rf 
liich an a6lion had been. He intended to 
ftay till the king would bear him no loDgcft 
and then make it his majefty's own aft to 
remove him. His lordftiip owed his firf 
promotion, by being made the king's coonlH 
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Wy to the favour of his majcfty when 
t of York ; and, in the whole cou^-fe of 
ifing, the duke was his friend : and, at 
time, amongft fuch a circle of fyco- 
its, as were about the king, without a 
liar tendernefs of his maiefty towards 
he muft needs have been aifgraced over 
Dver. But the king believed him to be 
loneft man, and always a friend to his 
effion, and to the monarchy itfelf, and of 
ty to make good all his undertakmgs ; 
his learning and elocution, as alfo his 
lifite caution, as well as his leadinefs at 
(ight and defence, made him an admi* 
e minifter. What he thought, or did, 
arfe to the king's purpofes, was indulged 
n account it was his real opinion, and, 
ig an honed man, he could not do other* 
u But, befides all this, what, in a 
dcular manner, fupported him, was his 
lit among the loyalifts ; which w^ fo 
It that, to part with him abruptly, and 
intended) to make way for fuch a one as 
xies, would make no flight fliock in men's 
ids ; and, as the fituation of his affaii^ 
5, in that recent adminiftration of the pub- 
i, would turn to no good account. The 
Drney and folicitor general were fhaped 
: already, to ferve any turn of projeftion 
applying the great feal ; and Jeffries at 
id, if he could, by all his arts and rude- 
les, make his lordfliip reiign, or be turned 
t, tlien to feize his jpoft. And herein his 
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lordfhip efteemed he had a proteftion, and 
faid, that if any thing made him , the leaft 
defirous not to quit the feal, it was that, by 
parting, he might - not gratify thofe who 
indecently, or for peftilent aims, fought it. 
But it is an ill game that hath not one trump. 
The Lord Rochefter, who now had the 
treafurer s ftaff, defired by all means to keep 
his lordftiip in place, becaufe his fkill, credit, 
and authority lerved, by way of fcreen, to 
divert diverfe malign influences from falling 
upon him, and what pains he took therein 
will appear afterwards. No enemy at court 
ever ventured to charge him with any im- 
morality. I do not know that, in all his 
life, he fwore an oath. But littlenefs and 
incapacity was the worft they faid, or (in that 
region) endeavoured to have thought of him. 
His op poling the innovations of the popilh 
party was out of principle, as what he 
thought beft for king and people. But he 
w^ never officious to torment them, or make 
them uneafy, if they would live at peace and 
be at quiet; and his engagements, againft 
them were all defenfive. The king knew 
all this, and therefore was as tender of af- 
fronting him, as he was of diibbliging his 
majefty, or putting it in the power otany 
one to fay he ever did an undutiful, or un- 
grateful, aft ; much lefs flying in hismajefty's 
face, taking part with his enemies, as cer* 
tainly had been the court language of him, 
if he had delivered up^the feals in full health. 
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And upon thefe terms^ as I take it, hung the 
great affair of the rlbrd keeper's holding, 
or going out, in that reign. . 

But not to part with his lordfliip without ^<^^ ^» 
a due account of his ^ nearer conaportnient h^^y'^e^^^ 
with his liiajefty. upon thefubjQ6i of the new with refpca 
methods which his lordlhip iaw to be iiiri. J? '""0^^- 

n • u • u .L • Uons; and 

OuIJy entering at court; which account being, his prophe- 
not only for his . vijridication, but, for. his ^'^^ *^Y^<^« 
lading honour, I muft obferve,; that Mon-^^^ ^ ^"^* 
mouth's landing gave too far an occahon for 
the king's raifing forces to lupprefs that 
n;bellion, as was happily done. Bat after- 
wards, the king, partly, from his own humour, 
jvhich might affeft other braveries, and, 
partly,., from the fears and, confequently, 
treachery^, of his njinifters, who thought 
themfelves npt fafe in- what . they had done, 
or intended to do, but .ujion the foot of 
force, kept up the army, although there 
appeared, no real occafion, or reafon, for 
fo doing. , This created, difcontent enough ; 
but, whstt was worfe, the king gave his 
comniiflioQ3. to perfons unqualified by law, 
imd then : exp^ aed abe parliament uiQuId 
faii6lify all; which did not prove accor<l' 
ingly, as was ftewed befcjre. ../ .This was look- 
ed upon as a fore-runneir of the fetting.afide 
tb^. teft and penal law$. . And his. lordfliip 
^as not fofhort.fighted,but forefaw not only 
tjiiat this current, though beginning afar off 
^br military copamimons do not pais the 
^eat feal) yet, in the end^ would overflow' 
vojlI II. Q 
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him^ but alfo that, upon the fnain« it wou1 
brings a confufion fatal to our happy co m: 
flitution in church and fiate, and tor ceitai 
deftroy the king. This was a fubje6i melai 
choly enough for him, and void of all hoptic 
or confolation. For he knew the kin^*^ 
humour, and that nothing, that he could ^y 
to him, would take place, or (ink with hinr. 
So ftrong were his prejudices, and fo feeble 
his genius, that he took none to have any 
right underftanding, that were not in his 
meafures, and that the counfel, given him to 
the contrary, was for ppHcy of pairty more 
than for friendfliip to him. But, for all 
that^ his lordfliip, in this difficult Cafe, vm 
refolved, once for all, to be plain and ex- 
plicit with him, and fo (at lead) fatisfy his 
own confcience. And once, getting an 
audience^ he took occafion to declare to him 
all his prognofticks, depending upon his ina- 
jefty*s declining the teft and penal laws, and 
that with no lefs zeal, fincerity, and ten- 
dernefs, than if he had been a parent. "• H« 
** minded him of the uncontroulable influence 

** of an uni verfal difcontent ; that no branch 
*• of his affairs, efpecially thofe of his colligi- 
*' ble revenues, would move with any content 
'^ to him. People would go on continually 
** exaggerating each other^s difcontents, and 
" mutual encouragements would take place 
therein, and among perlbns that flieflM 
appear fair to him, and neither he, iHrf 
any of his roiniflers, would difcover ai^y^ 
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** fach their fecret pra6lices and engage- 

. *^ ments ; and if there happened any ad- 

"vantage to cover attenipts, all would 

** break out in a flame, as if a mine ftred 

•^anderhim. And although the Duke of 

•* Monmouth was gone, yet there was a P. 

"of O- on the other fide of the water. And 

^as to his army, his lordfhip faid that, 

**'upon an univerlal difcontent, he would 

" find it a broken reed, that the people 

'** would grow upon it, or wear it out by 

.•-their intermixed converfation. Men na- 

^^'tiirally fail in with parties and their 

.'^tiriterefts among whom they live, and they 

f** will not bear the reproaches of their 

t1^ woraeh and pot-companions, without fal- 

H* Kng into harmony with them. That it 

^ was utterly impoflTible to bring the people 

•'to a reconciliation with his perfuafion; 

^ and that the more they were urged, or 

.**:even fliewed it, tl^e worfe they would be. 

" And that the fe6laries were falfe and 

" treacherous, and would infallibly^ at a 

1* pinch, whatever countenances they fhewed 

"mm to the contrary,* not only defert his 

•'party but, turn againft him;' for they 

never were, nor would be friends, really, 

to the royal family, a^id their peculiar way 

^* Wid means of zvorking was h fraud." I 

can, with great aflurance, affirm the fub- 

.ftance of this free difcourfe to the king to 

iiave been really fo made as I have repre- 

fented: for his lordfhip hath often faid to 

Q 2 
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me that, whatever happened, he would do it, 
aad-.wpuld haVe it in his power to fay to 
himfelf, at the hour of his death, that he had 
doiie his duty to the king and his country. 
And after he returned from court, he told 
tne he had done accordingly ; although, as 
:wcll before as* fince, he thought it fignified 
nothing, alind he feemed very much at eafe 
within himfcrlf; having thus declared his 
thoughts at large, and freely to the king; 
and, at times, he mentioned to me the feveral 
.{natters he had fpoke of to him. And, 
according to his cuftoni of noting things, 
he fet them down upon papers^ from 
whence I have taken them, and have inferted 
.them elfewhere. There is an obfcure caft 
upon them there ; • for his lordfliip had 
always that caution ^h his writing, to fccutie 
that to whofe hands' foever his papers came, 
there could be no public nor private offence 
taken, but a little attentivenefs to the manner 
of thefe notes, will difcover what they are, • 
Apology for Perhaps fome of thefe prophetic hints, 
the late ac- given by way of advice to the king by his 
devrces/ ^^lordftiip, being now. penned- by me fo long 
after, may look a little like poor Robin's 
niethod of taking time to foretel tilings, 
until after the event is paft. So conforma- 
ble may they feem with what happened. 
And, to fay truth, I almoft diftruft my own 
jpen, left my unhappinefs of having knowh 
the events, ftiould infe6l my expreflidn with 
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a clevernefs derived thereupon. And, if 
allowances muft be made me on that account, 
vrhich I profefs not to crave, I hope they 
will not be thought very large, by reafon of 
what I fhiail fay for myfelf. Barring the 
unavoidable defefts of memory, which will 
let go the niceties of words and terms, and 
fo oblige us to take up with 4iings, as in 
effcft tiiey remain in mind, I muft here prp- 
teft an untainted integrity, and that what I 
have related is true. But I am not in a 
ftate to rely altogether upon obfervations ; 
for diverfe of his intimate friends (I do not 
name any becaufe I fufpeft moft of them 
are dead) were fo far entrufted in difcourfe 
as to be made ^pquainted with his lordfhip*s 
fubmiffive, but dutiful counfel to the king, 
. not to break the laws for the fake of any 
innovation; and, particularly, that item of 
prodigious import, viz. that although Mon- 
mouth was fupprejfedj there was a P. of O. 
abroad. 

• But to drop thefe apologetics, and con- His lordfhip 
elude, I fhall freely fubjoin my fentiments ^^. "mcnfc 
of the very root of his lordfliip's diftemper, weight of his 
and the caufe that rendered it inept to be o®^. ^^^ 
cured, and therefore mortal. And that was, 'Jj.*^^^^^^^^^^ 
in a word, his laying things to heart. The 
bufinefs of his office was too great for one 
who thought he was bound to do it all well. 
As to the part of his juftice in the Court of 
Chancery, I have faid enough. That load, 
though heavy, was not infupportable. It 
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afflided his fpirits, but did not crufh them. 
If the bufincfs of the court, by reafoa of . 
neceffary attendances in other places, run m/ 
arrear, he might hope for more enlargement 
of his time to recover it. But, connqerin^ 
what was added from the ill ftate of the 
public, for which he thought himfelf, in 
great meafur^^ obliged to anlwer, or to feel: 
the ill confequences, he faw plainly that be 
muft either difgrace himfelf by quitting, the 
very thoughts of which flew in his face, as 
a defertion of his royal mafter, and benefac- 
tor, in diftrefs; and what, at court, would 
be exprefled in the terms of flying in his 
majefty's face: for when a minifl:er, in fo 
great credit, quits, it amoui^ to a publkk 
accufation, and declares he could ferve 
honeftly no longer; or elfe he muft ftay 
until he fliould be preffed, as he continually 
expefted, to pafs feme of the illegal com- 
miflions, which he was determined not to 
do, and, upon that, be removed, with the 
foul language of the then court, for fauce to 
it. He had been happy if he could have got 
clearly off, without any of thefe trials : and 
it was not a little uneafy to him that, in the 
interim ^of thefe expeftations, the courtiers 
confpired, by ridiculous flights, affronts, ^ 
bafe experiments and buffooneries, to grieve 
and torment him, withdefign either to bring 
him into their guilty meaiures, or, elfe, to 
make him withdraw himfelf out of their 
way; which, without better reafon than to 
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;ratify them, he had no mind to do. And 
le fo far reftrained himfelf, and his refent- 
inents^ from the publick, which feldom or 
never takes fuch matters by the right handles, 
that whatever machinatfons, or inventions, 
were fet on foot purpofely to diminifli him, 
though he knew out ot what {hop they 
came, yet he never maintained any open 
feud^ or party, on his own account, pr either 
expoftulated abroad, or troubled the king in 
private* All which ill ufage lay burning in 
his moft fenfible breaft. And, adding there- 
unto that he faw no dawning of any good to 
his raafter, the nation, or nimfelf, he lived 
in a ftate of judicious defpair ; and then no- ^ 
wonder that a diftemper, otherwife of an 
ordinary crifis, got the better of him, or, 
more direftly, that his heart was broke. ^ 

J have elfewhere noted that his lordfliip His lordfliip 
Ihould fay that he had not enjoyed one mo- ZGSr 
ment of comfort in his hfe, from the firft time ; yet fcft 
commitment of that peftilent feal to hi^^-JJc^ft*'** 
If there was no eafe under it at firft, it muft cumftancetr 
needs be Hell at laft. He wanted a good 
general apathy : and that one may break 
into two qualifications neceffary to an over- 
chargnd minifter of ftate. i. As to himfelF, 
equanimity. 2. As to all others, indifie- 
renee. ^ 1 . The former founds a little philo- 
fopbic, »nd means a careleflnefs of events, • 
ind the being no more concerned at what 
may happen to him, than at the weather, 
or any thing elfe, that is out of his power. 
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2; As to Others, the cafe is not very 
comifiendable ; for it fuppofeth one to be 
' wholly ■ Unconcerned in the queftions of 
right and wrong, not caring who is injured, 
or fuffgrt, or who gets or lofes, how, when, 
or why; 6hd, in office, to be without com- 
paffion, as a butcher that kills and flays 
habitually, 'without rem'offe; nor to let any 
pleafure, or advantage, be fruftrate, orfleep 
broke, for what men call duty, and making 
no account of good or evil, but what fell- 
enjoyriient, or intereft, fhall denominate. 
Thefe qualifications, fuppofing them to be 
fo neceflary as, in fome times, they aire, 
fl[)ew how little qualified an honeft, wife 
man, • and a good chrifl:ian, is for this great 
employment, in ilUnatured and perverfe 
« times. 

Got to be His lordfliip had been fenfible that he was 
made i ba- obnoxious to danger, of his perfon and 
Whj. ^^^" family, between two great parties, papift and 
fanatick; neither of whom he had complied 
with, but refiftcd in all their projeftis calcu* 
lated for making alterations in church and 
ftate: and if an unlucky turn ftiouldgive 
the publick a tofs into tne hands of either 
of them, what then muft becoflie of 
him? He looked upon the papift intereft 
in England (at the beginning at leaft) to be 
lefs inhuman and barbarous than the reptib* 
licans and feftaries ; yet he would not bft 
expofed to them, although he had hot 
officioufly hurt any of them. But, from the 
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Others, he expefted no moderation, who had 
^xercifed him with loud threatenings for 
feveral years, and would have been glad to 
be as good as their words. And he did not 
Tely upon retirement to render him fecure 
ftom tne malice of thofe men; and his 
intereft lay chiefly in that they called the 
church of England party, who might have 
Chough to do to defend themfelvesr and, 
confidering their eafinefs, and aptitude to 
be impofea on, and that they either hide (as 
I may term it) or flow along with the current, 
no dependance, in bad times, was to be 
expcfted upon them. Therefore his lord- 
(hip refol^d to get into the peerage as foon 
as he coflH, and enjoy the ordinary privi- 
leges and proteftion of that order. And 
that he did it not for vanity, or puff, appears 
by his unaffeflednefs in the preamble of his 
patent. The common cuftom, about pre- 
ambles to patents of honour, (\*^hich patents 
are prepared by Mr. Attorney-General in 
dll points except the preamble, which is 
left to the order of the perfon to be prepared) 
is to employ fome chaplain, or rhetorical 
fcholar, who is fet on work to pump hard for 
elogiuatt, and, by dint of eloquence, to 
vaxnifli out his majefty's gracious aft. But 
his lordfhip^ naufeating allfuch fulfome felf- 
flatteries which, like commendatory epitaphs, 
ao^e accounted no better than jljplemn lymg, 
would have none but a common preamble, 
ar that monarchs ufe to reward penons» who 
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had ferved faithfully and well, with marks 
of honour, or the like; which fervice his 
lordfhip might modeftly own. His chief 
doubt was how he might decently apply to 
the king ; and that ended in a rcfolution to 
beg it, as a boon, of the Duke of York to 

; recommend him. This fome thought im- 
proper, with refpeft to his not complying 
with the Papifts. But his lordfhip believed 
that the duke thought him an honeftman^ . 
and was really his fnend : and fo ittproved*; 
for the duke took kindly his lordmip's rd- 
qucft, and, without hefitation, or delay^ 
moved the king, and it *was as foon granteo. 
Another doubt, that he had, wa^bobt the 
title; for he would not fix it ufin any of 
his pofleffions, becaufe it looked as a vanity; 
nor upon any placd, which was in the ftylc 
of any other honour, nor on any new one, 
which had npt been, in fome paft time, uled 
as a title. A t laft he fettled it ^upon Guil<- 
ford, which had belonged to his iriend the 
Duke of Lauderdale, and was^ by his death, 
extind* The duchefs was then living, and 
he had her approval of it; and many fancied 
he courted her in the way of marriage, and 
that this was one of his complimeats. He 
was aware of fuch rumours; bi:^t valued 
the'm as little, as he intended, th^irtby, any 

' fuch courtlhip. And although (if he had . 
afked) it might have been an earldom, he 
made a barony his choice, fince he did not 
feek the honour for vanity, but 6x a feai 
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"oteftion* And he was infinitely fatisfied 
at he had made no other means but by 
eduke; which if he had not done, but 
me by himfelf, or any other way, it had 
•ved a real offence, and had been aggra- 
ted as a flight put upon his royal highnefs. 
I ihall not take upon me to give a fum- when 
liy cbara£ler of this great man, till I have y°"»8» •" 
jped off fome calumnies that have been and not ' 
B: upon him, and fhewn fome particular vetous. 
ftances tff his excellent qualifications in 
5 fcveral parts of life, which I could not*^ 
nveniently infert in the body of this work, 
order to demonftratcf him to have been a 
fe and juft man, and a good chriftian. 
aiader is Hke the fifh called the remora, 
lich, fticking to the helms of great fhips, 
orders the fteerage. Ordinary perfons 
b obnoxious to flander ; but, for the moft 
tts It is frivolous, flightly reg^ded, andt 
rns. to merriment. But, whenTfpplied to 
»t men, and minifters ef (late, it difturbs 
jiCODrfe of affairs, and the whole govern- 
mt feels it. When he was young, and 
fled bis time in ftudy, and the early 
oEtKe of the law, he fell under no perfon's 
il ' tongue (except fome of his neareft 
liRions, as has been touched already) and 
liraiid, mifdemeanor, or vice, could be laid 
his •chwge ; but he was efteemed a perfon 
'«hte greatefi hopes of any of his proteffion. 
Mi'fis to his general ckarader, then and af- 
tiMtfdkr foniG fanci^ he was inclined to 
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avarice ; but they knew not his circum 

ces, nor his humour. At firft he lived in 

courfe of (hifting with a little, as I 

ftyle it, when he was to buy the way into 

fettlement fit for the bufinefs he aimed 

And one, that hath neither fund nor friend,' 

whereby debts, if any were contra6):ed, might 

be paid, as many, of his rank, have, hiithi 

reafon to be careful. But it often happeoi 

that extravagant, rakifh people, if one, upoft 

a level with them, doth notitflpend fail 

money in their wild way, think him covetovb 

His lordfhip kept always a reafonable, ami 

felecl, company, and never was whatth^ 

call a company keeper. But, with W 

friends, was liberal and free, and, in payiri^ 

reckonings, and other feafonable bounWi 

none more free than he was. Of whiA 

inftances will be produced hereafter. Afis 

he came to make a figure, there are witoefil 

enough of his generous way of living. So 

that whoever hath imputed avarice to hiiOi 

hath been altogether out of the way of ngkt 

judgment. The faftion never applied hw* 

tily to calumniate his lordfhip, until he M 

touched in parliament. And from that 

time forwards, all the party artillery of fcol 

mouths were pointed at him ; and the Eari 

of Sunderland marched at the headof tlxA 

who commonly gave out the fignal. J6 

lordfhip's virtuous courfe of life was a tfe 

obftacle ; and flanders, on that head, wooti 

not ftick. But 1 (hall {hew fome fnaits hi' 
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10 catch him. In the mean time, vihfica- 

iom plenty. Thofe were at their tongue's 

1. ' He was, neither courtier nor lawyer; 

ichihis lordfhip hearing, he fmiled, faying, 

Tbai tbcy might well make him a xohoremajler ^ 

iatefr they hid diflavyyered kirn. And to Ihe w 

iheir intent of fixing fome fcandal and 

fiwntempt upon him, I (hall aliedge a ridicu- 

infiance or two. His lordOiip^s brother^ 

in-iaWy more than once named in thefe 

^pers, eame to him ferioufly with advice; 

vhich' was that he fhould keep a whore, 

moA tfaat^'if he did not, he would lofe all his 

iicereft at court; for he under ftood from 

'•eiy .great men (the Earl of Sunderland and 

sUsi gamcfters, I fuppofe) that he was ill 

.^Mind upon for want of doing fo, becaule 

.lie ^'fiaemed continually to reprehend them 

;i8ir. praflifing the like, as almoft every one 

:fttl; aod, if his lordfhip pleafed^ he would 

..^Ip him to one. His lordfliip was, in his 

ifHiind, full of fcorn at this profer, which the 

t.ancflcnger did not penetrate; and it was 

-rcnough to decline the counfel, and not ac- 

fi^noept of his affiftance. And, with his neareft 

jrifiiends, he made wonderful merry with this 

b>ilate policy, efpecially the procuring part; 

{(And laid. Thai if he were to entertain a 

M^Modam, it Jhould be one of his own chiijing^ 

zii&kifi^ not (mc%f their jiale trumpery. But his 

5;Jonifliip had deeper refleftions that, befides 

h;:!^ fulrying.his chara6ler, if he had fuch a 

h jibake. in his bed, they would find a way to 
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come, by her, into his moft retired intentions.* ^ 
For the courtiers knew the ufe thal^ i 
politicks, might be made of the fair ladifi, 
whom they could charm better than his 
lordfhip ; and no fpy like a female. 
A trcache- When thefe pointed darts would not Uy 

Md fort? ^^^^» ^^^y ^^^y^ contented to throw dirt; as 
and repuifed. appears from what they inferted in a news- 
paper, of his lord(hip's behaviour in the 
Weftern circuit; a full account of which 
may be found in the Examen. And whi>- 
ever looks into that time, wi]I find a ftrange 
tendency to fplit the laws againft tho(b woo 
do not go to church ; that is to fay Retufimti 
And fome votes of the houfe of commooi 
looked that way ; as if it were a grievanck 
that thofe laws were made to extenl t6 
feftaries, who are foftly ftyled Profcfiul 
Diffenters ; fuch as Prefbyterians, Qtiaken, 
Anabaptifb, Sec. But the judges, as his 
lordfhip in particular, and Jufticc i JonA 
(who, though abfent at Taunton, defiml to 
be comprifed in the advertifement) had not 
. fuch a notion of law as, for any body's humoav, 
to treat plain words and expreffions, as a nofe 
of wax, to bend one way or other to. |;Tati(y 
parties. But the charge given by the eatl, 
as fecretary, to the judges to that effe£l, .was 
to ignis fatuus or will in the whiip, of the 
fa6):ion, concerted to miflead, ^ leaft, widi 
fhewing a feint of indemnity, to feduce them. 
Calumny I have clfewherc noted that, during the 

^'irVr^^*^ reign of King Charles 11. calumny, againft 
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Ais iord{bi(>5 at court, was kept under; for of ja. ii. 

Ikle would not fuflfer his mimics to fool with when it began 

l^ie perfofisi of his minifters that he had a ^ '^*^' 

!^lu6 'fon But, in the next reign, when 

fee RomAtI Catholic deligns began to work, 

. ted his lordftiip was found utterly unfit for 

'Aeir putpofes, and the court inftruments, 

«f»which the Earl of Sunderland was the 

.^ef^ were employed to fhake him off, that 

Ihe Loft) Jeffries might come on, theft the 

lidns Wcfte let loofe to calumny; and when 

ii/d mifiieifneanour could be found to harp 

il^oih they fell, like foolifh clowns, to call 

ittttiie^, as they fay; and no fcruple was 

Inade to* vilify him, as the unfitted man that 

tVer (at in his place : partial, paflionate, 

iintealbiiable, impotent, corrupt, arbitrary, 

Jiopifh, and ignorant. Any tning to make 

aim avoid the room. But his lorduiip cared 

*6t to humour th^ barkers, or to quit 

ftufi place, till he might do it with falvo to 

his aignity. 

^ To (hew that his lordfhip's court enemies, The fooUih 
the Earl of Sunderland in particular, were S^^inl^cros. 
hMd put to it to find, or invent, fomething His lordftiip 
t& repott> tending to the diminution of his^^^*^*"^^^^^ 
didra^let^ I (hall give an account of the mjoft ^^ * ' 
HttpudeWt buffoon lye raifed upon him, and, 
wkli brafen affirmations of truth to it, dit- 
|)erfed frdrii the court one morning, that 
^&v cartae liiio foob heads ; and Satan him- 
fetf would not have owned it for his legiti- 
sftate iffue. It fell out thus : a merchant, 
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of Sir Dudley North's acquaintance, had 
brought over an enormous rhinoceros, to 
be fold to ftiew-men for profit. It is a noble 
beafl, wonderfully armed by nature for 
offence ; but more for defence, being covered 
with impenetrable (hields, which no weapon 
would make any impreffion upon ; and a 
rarity fo great, that few men, in our countryi 
have, in their whole lives, opportunity to 
fee fo fingular an animal. This merchant 
told Sir Dudley North, that if he, with a 
friend or two, had a mind to fee it, they 
might take the opportunity at- his houfei 
before it was fold. Hereupon Sir Dudley 
North propofed to his brother, the lord 
kpeper, to go with him upon this expedition; 
which he did, and came away exceedingly 
fatisfied with the curiofity he had' fe^n. But 
whether he was dogged, to find out where 
he and his brother houfed in the city, or 
flying fame carried an account of the voyage 
to court, I know not ; but it is certain that, 
the very next morning, a bruit went from 
thence all over the town, and (as faflious 
reports ufe to run), in a very (hort time, 
viz. that his lordfliip rode upon the rhino- 
ceros ; than which a more infantine exploit 
could not have been faftened upon W 
And mod people were ftruck widi amaze- 
ment at it ; and diverfe run here and there 
to find out whether it was true or no. ^ And, 
foon after dinner, fome lords and others 
came to his lordfhip to know the truth from 
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himfelF; for the fetters of the lye affirmed 
it pofitively, as of their own knowledge. 
That did not give his lordfhip much diftur- 
bance; for he expefted no better frbm his 
adverfaries. But that his friends, intdligent 
perfons^ who muft know him to be far from* 
gbilty of any childifti levity, fhould believe 

tit, was what roiled him extremely; and 
much more, when they had the face to come 
to 'him to know if it were true. I never 
faw him in fuch a rage, and to lay about 
him with affronts (which he keenly beftowed 
upon the minor courtiers that came on that 
errand) as then; for he^fentthem away with 
fleas in their ear. And he was ferioufly 
angry with his own brother Sir Dudley 
North, becaufe he did not contradift the 
iye in fudden and direft terms; but laughed, 
as taking the queftion put to him for a ban- 
ter, till, by iterations, he was brought to it. 
For fome lords came, and becaufe they feem- 
ed to attribute fomewhat to the avowed pofi- 
tivenefs of the reporters, he rather chol'e to 
fend for his brother to atteft, than to impofe 
his bare denial. And fo it paffed; and the 

* noble earl, with Jeffries, and others of that 
csrew, made merry, and never blufhed at the 
•tye of their own making ; but valued them- 
ielves upon it, as a very good jefl. 
• I know not any thing, that came out in PampMfts 

Eiblic, of calumny againfl his lordfhip in his f^c^cffo^^ 
e-time, worth taking notice of, more than calumny. 
hitth been hinted. His juflice was fo exaft, 

VOL. II. R 
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and courfe of life fo unexceptionable, 
that the libellers had no fubjeft to make 
any work with. The vileft of them, in all 
three, entitled. The no Proteftant Plots, pub- 
liflied to way-lay the courfe of juftice againft 
traitors, and cunningly contrived for that 
purpofe, if any, thing had been known to 
difcredit his lordfhip^s charafter, had there 
displayed it. But the worft, that the author 
could contrive, was to call him Sly-boots; 
and a younger brother, that ufually went 
about with him, young North. There's all, 
while living; but, fince his death, the prefs 
hath been more free. 
Dftnicdawrit And, fince that time, fome particular 
exce^lons^ matters were muttered about without, as 
in ihc rioters well as within, St. Stephen^s walls; as if he 
c*^«* had not therein done his duty, as lord keeper 

of the great feal; which, though it never 
rofe to any accufation, or pubhck ccnfure, 
1 think may be aptly taken in here. One 
was, that his lordfliip refufed to put the feal 
to a mandatory writ, direfted to the Lord 
Chief Juftice Saunders, to fign a bill of 
exceptions tendered to him at the trial of 
the rioters in London. The information "^ 
was for the riotous faft of the old fberifli 
holding a common hall, and pretending to 
eleft new flieriffs, after the aflembly was 
diffolved by the lord mayor. At the trial, 
the defendants urged, as hath been related 
in the Examen, that the lord mayor IcoA 
no power to difTolve the Commoo^Halit 
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which point the Lord Chief Juftice Saunders 
over-ruled, as a vain and empty pretepce, 
and utterly againft law. Upon that, the 
bill of exceptions to the opinion of the 
judges, Mras tendered, which he refufed to 
6gn. After the trial wafi over, they came 
to his lordOiip for a petition for a writ, and 
fuggefteda form of it exprefs in therf*gifter. 
.Upon eicamination, his lordftiip fourid that 
. Aat precedenf was of a writ to the (heriff, 
who IS, in forac cafes, a judge ; but is aMb 
a minifterial officer, to whom mandatory 
writs may fitly be direfted. But h folloMFs 
not from thence that they may be dire6led 
to the judges of the courts in Weftmihfter- 
HalL And what proccfs can be upon it? 
There is no form of any attachments, nor 
precedent of any like procefs to follow. 
And the penalty in the form, is only ' 
on pain that JhalL fall thereon: which (hews it 
to oe a mere writ of favour, where it might 
be granted. But there never was any fuch, 
to the knowledge of any man living. Tent 
out; and thereupon, in this cafe, it was 
denied. Thefe matters were thus preffed, 
oot becaufe there was any right or fenfe in 
them, but, by way of coals to be blown up 
for exafperating the fire when time (houkl 
fcrve. It may not pafs that the Chief Juftice 
Saunders was in the wrong for refufing the 
figning; but the chicane upon that point of 
law, which was moft clearly with him, is 
too tedious to be inferted here. 

R 2 
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A writ of Of a like nature^ with this, was another 
A^mftron ^pplication to the great feal for a fiat that 
denied, and a Writ of error mi^ht iffue to reverfe an 
thcreafons, outlawry againft Sir Thomas Armftrong. 
The law is, that if a man, outlawed for high 
treafon, renders himfelf within a year, he 
may have the benefit of a writ of error to 
reverfe the outlawry, and fo take his trial ; 
otherwife not: and an outlawry, in fuch 
cafe, while it ftands, is a copiplete attaindet, 
as if tried and attaint by verdift and judg- 
ment Armftrong fled into Holland, . and 
was Qudawed for the Rye plot treafon. 
Afterwards, within the year, he vas taken 
up in Holland, and brought into England, 
andi being oppofed as to what he had to (ay 
for himfelf why execution fliould not lie 
awarded, he infilled that, being prefent here 
^within his year, he ought to have a writ of 
error, and be admitted to plead. But the 
judges were of opinion that being brought 
in by force, againft his will, was not a ren*- 
deringhimfelf within the ftatute; and there- 
u pon he was executed. Pending the queftion, 
application was made to his lordfhip for a 
writ of error; and, examining into the 
matter, his lordQiip found that writs of 
error^. to reverfe outlawries in treafon,* had 
never been made out without a: . warrant 
from the attorney-general ;. for it is not '^ 
writ of right, but of favour : and it ccHdd 
not be demanded at the great feal otherwife i 
nor had the feal a warrant without ai fiait 
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from the attorney-general. But bqfides, the 
toatter of right depended before the juftices 
of oyer and terminer ; and the writ would 
follow^ or not, upon their determination: 
Fdr, which reafon, it was impertinent to 
come to. the great feal about it. But then, 
9nd afterwards, a clamour was.raifed and 
Tcntilaied abroad, as if the man had been 
hanged for want of a piece of common 
juftice at the great feal; and, after the re* 
volution, diverie warm members began to 
dpen about it. For which reafon a paper 
vas framed, and put into the hands of fome 
members, wherein it was thought fit to 
reprefent farther, that, u It is the office of 
the curfitor to make out writs of error in 
criminal cafes, when th6 ufual and proper 
warrants are brought to them. And the 
lord keeper's fiat never was, and^ in that 
cafe, would not have been a warrant to the 
curfitor for fuch writ. Wherefore the 
rifufal of it lay not upon the loid keeper. 
2. The application to the great feal for 
fpecial writs ' muft be either by motion irt , . 
open court, or by petition; which being 
granted^; a fiat is wrote and figned upon it; 
and that remains in the offices, ana is the 
warrant fcJr farther proceeding: elfe, it is 
dcHveredf out unanfwered; which is the re* 
fufal to grant what is defired in the petition. 
Aiid no fuch; application was ever made in 
that <^e.v 3. An oral application, in 
privatet is not to be regarded, oecaufediere 
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is no certainty of what is either afked or 
denied. Bufinefs, of that kind, is not rrofted 
to memory ; but muft be in writing, becaufe 
the lord keeper is not to.folicit any .man's 
fait at his inftance. He may direft if he 
thinks fit^ but is not bound. Suitors muft 
follow in the^^proper offices ; artd it was never 
heard that fuch foit was made to the lord 
keeper, but from the perfon whofe'cafe it 
is. There was reafon to endeavour a right 
underftandtng at that time, when commit- 
tees, of both houfes apart, were appointed 
to enquire into the foregoing proceedings. 
That of the houfe of lords was called The 
Committee of MuTiber. But, after all methods 
of enquiry that could be taken upon oath* 
or otherwife, no blame was found in any 
judge or minifter in the time of King Charles 
II. Which, as has been touched already, 
is a vindication that few ages, put to fuch a 
trial, could hope for. 
Aprefcntof Ouc thing more is to be remembered,: 

io\1*io!S.^^^^^^ ^^^ talked in coffee*houfes concerning 
ihipmifcon- his lordfhip ; but by thofe omly who were 
^^^* the culpables. The fix clerks have >great 
dependance on the courfe of 'the court of 
chancery for their profits; and: 'are always 
difpofed to keep the judge in good humour, 
and prevent alterations to thetf prejudice* 
And the judges of all the courts make no 
fcruple to accept of prefents of value from: 
the officers by way of new-year*s*gift, oi*: 
otherwife: which is a pra6lice not iicry 
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commendable, becaufe, with fome, it may 
have bad effe6ls. Accordingly thefe fix 
clerks clubbed, and made a prefent to his 
lordfhip of looo/. which he took as an 
inftancc of their refpeft, without regard to, or 
knowledge of, any other defign or intention 
of theirs. But, loon after this, they began 
to fall out with the fixty under-clerks, and 

Eretended to remove them at pleafure, 
eing their fubftitutes, for whom they were 
to anfwer, as matters turn fervants away 
>whom they can truft no longer. The fixty, 
on the other fide, flood upon it, that they 
bought and paid for their feats, and were 
Iworn into their places ; and however they 
were fubjeft and accountable to the fix, 
they were not at their mercy, to be removed, 
witnout the authority of the court. The 
fix thought fit to put in praftice their own 
authority, and began with one Sewel a clerk, 
one of the fixty, and ordered him out of his 
Icat, and (as I remember) gave it to another. 
This produced a petition of this Sewel to 
his lordfliip, praying to be reftored, and the 
reft of the fixty confirmed in their places; 
of which decree the juftice is unexception- 
able; It is no wonder that the fix were 
. infinitely difgufted ; for, if they had any bad 
Oefign, as it ieems plain they had, viz. of 
adding fixty to their fix, they had their re- 
ward. I am firmly perfuaded that his 
loitlflup knew nothing of it till the caufe, 
apon the petition^ came before him ; and. 



f£;he had known of TJt before; he had not 
accepted their kindnefs, amithat afterwards 
he r-epfcntbd hirn of it. rAtvi^ of all the 
afiionsjofvhisilife, this came neareft to a 
colourable raifcdnftruHion. ; i Nay; there is 
no! other capable iof any; And I gue(s .that^ 
altboiig^ii; havfe henc relatffed it undilguifed; 
and o5t ' of niyperfonal knowledge, many 
will incHneto take i it in the iworfe lerife; and 
as being a plain- bribe, thdiagh: the confe- 
quence flies iii the' face of it: and, for thau 
reafon, many would have left out this whole* 
paffage, fo lingular as it is; but profeffinrg,* 
as I do, to render every a6lion of his Ibrd^- 
£hip confpicuous, I could not acqitit myfeff 
to deal fo with this, which would havernfis^ 
pifeftly tainted all I have ihewed forvhfe 
lordfliip's advantage. - : * iv* 

An early vir- . I have Tlow done with all that appeared,! 

^^^°' or could appear, of diminution to tne^repu^ 

tation,. true or falfe, which his lordihip^ by^ 
his fteady courfe of life, before his parthigt • 
with the world, had acquired. 1 fhall noH' 
purfuant to ray defign, (hew by manyrpard 
ticular inftances, how much.: he fliimea 'its 
every part of life. i i have already hiirtdtib 
that his profeffion*of the law did nbrprevdnli^ 
his entering into other * kinds' of ^^leanifli^. 
and .: particularly natural . knowledge*. ; H» 
lord&ip was an early virtuofo; for after faiisK 
firfl; loofe from the univerfityj; where Jthtr 
ncw.philofophy jwas thenlhut juft entcrnnpl 
by hi& perpetual inquifiuveindsy and ikiqif 
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books ais he could procure^ he became no 
ordinary connoiffeur in the fciences, fo far 
as the. invention and induftry, of tbethen. 
latter criticks, had advanced them. And 
the fame courfe he purfued, more or lefs, 
blithe reft of his Hfe; whereby all difcoveries 
at: home, : and from abroad, came to his 
notice, and he would have been loth to have 
let. any efcape him. 

r:iHis lordfhip had grea eafure in the Charafter of 
fixriety.of that very good mafter in chancery, Hofld^ 
Sir John Hofkins, who was a proof experi- 
QMntal that that office might be executed 
vith integrity. Their chief enjoyment of 
isach other was early, when his lordfhip 
began to be eminent in pra6lice, and the 
ottberhad fome afpef); towards the law. 
But. his chief, or rather entire, application 
was to philofophy and experiments. And 
dieretiii'ne became fo far an adept that^ 
being xme of the Royal Society, he was at laft 
idvanced to be their prefiden(;. This re- 
fighation to philofophic ftudies fpoiled the 
lawyer; but made an accompliihed good 
ccHnpanion, efpecially to one who delighted 
iirthofe matters as much as himfelf. After 
ai' long day's work, if his lordfhip could get 
Sirljohn Hofkins to a French houfe, for a 
pitit.fapper, but ample feaft ofdifcourfe, 
ae«.was nappy; which I can the better 
tcftify,. having often been one of the com- 
pany;: : . There was no corner of the univerfe, 
that imagination could make acceffible. 
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but they f^arched it to the quick; and 
nothing new fprang abroad, or at home, 
but one or other of them, early or late, 
brought it under examination. The good 
knight made ufe of his profeflion fo far as 
to make an accompliftiedmafter in chancery ; 
in which pod he had all jufl: encouragement 
from his lordftiip, when he had the great 
feaL And accordingly -his lordfliip was 
always pleafed when ne fent references to 
him, becaufe he knew his integrity, and 
that, in his office, the fuitors were well ufed, 
and no ravenous praftices took place: 
which, as to himfelf, was egregioufly fo; 
but mafters in chancery, by theii clerks, as 
well as juftices of the peace by theirs, arc 
but too much impofea upon. One rule 
was verified in him, viz. That no credit is to 
U given to the out fide; for he was certainly 
one of the moft hard-favoured men of his 
time, and his vifage was not more aukward 
than his drefs. So that going, as his ufe' 
was, on foot, with his ftaff, and an old hat 
drawn over his eyes, he might be taken 
rather for a forry quack than, as he iwis, 
a bright virtuofo. So men difcover what 
they value themfel ves for ; and, on the other 
fide, the fame is to be faid of them that 
cultivate dreffing; whereof the folicitude 
or negleft, however proper it may be, wffl 
fhew itfelf by fome kind of affeftation.. 

Of Sir John ^^^ lordflhip was no concealed virtuofo; 

Werden, for his diffufcd acquaintance and manner of 
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veriation^ made him known, and efteem*^ Mr^ Aubrey, 
as a profeflbr of moft polite arts, and ^^' ^^^^^ 
to fcientific enquiries. This brought 
hixn an importunity to be admitted 
InOnber of the Royal Society ; and one Sir 
oro^ Veaux was employed to prefs 
upon it. But his lordfhip never coun- 
need the propofai ; and, at length, gave 
politive deniaL He efteemed it a fpecies 
of vanity for one, as he was, of a grave 
profeffion, to lift himfelf of a fociety wnich, 
t ihat time, was made very free with by 
ihe ndiculers of the town: and he could 
lot difcover what advantaj^ of knowledge 
could come to him that way, which he 
Id not arrive at otherwifc. His lordftiip 
lid another acquaintance, who refided in 
die Temple, and, being of a retired difpo* 
ition^ was very far gone in the myftery of 
alffebra and mathematicks. This was Mr. 
jMm Werden, afterwards Sir John, and 
akany years a commiffioner of the cuftoms. 
He was the only fon of an incomparable 
CODttticr, cavalter, and a moft faithful fervant 
in the royal family. Colonel Werden. This 
Sir John infpired his lordftiip Mnith a fort of 
fbry in. purfuit of the art of perfpeftive. 
lit (hewed htm the piflure of a tree, upon 
the bows of which hung the letters of his 
naiiie, cut folid, and placed, as it were, con- 
tbgently, but expreffed in true perfpeftive. 
There was one Mn Aubrey ot Surrey, a 
prafefied virtoofo, and always replete with 
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fortunes, and encouraged his future labour^ 
from which great things were expe6led; at 
applying the Jovial obiervations to marine 
ufes, for finding longitudes at fea, and to 
correft the glooes, celeftial and terreftrial, 
which were very fauhy. And, in order to 
the firft, he had compofed tables of the 
eclipfes of the fatellites^ which (hewed 
when they were to happen, one after ano- 
ther; and of thefe, finely painted upon 
neat board, he made a prefent to his lord- 
(hip. And he had advanced his other defign 
of reftifying maps, by having provided lai^ 
blank globes, on which he might infcribe mi 
places corrected. But plenty and paiiu 
feldom dwell together; for, as one enters 
the other gives way : and, in this inflaooe, 
a good living, penfions, &c. fpoiled a good 
cofmographer and aftronomer; for very 
little is left of Mr. Flamftead s fedulous and 
judicious applications that way. His lord- 
fhip had another virtuofo acquaintance ifl 
the Temple, dhe Mr, Ball, fon of Sir Peter 
Ball, that, from his firft fociety of that kind, 
kept him company. But family misfortunes 
overtaking him, his a3ivity and inclinatiom 
deadened, or rather degenerated into domct 
tick cares ; fo that I thmk it enough to ha« 
named him, as one in the lift of his lordfliip'i 
ingenious acquaintance* 
charafterof There wcrc two or three more perfoDi 
siw^e^^^^' very eminent in their way, and alfo paifl- 
cularly acquainted with his lordfliip. i 
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joowicig wdl his worth and honefly, by Mr. FUm. 
noans of his employment under the com- ^^^*r^^f 
imhoners ior dividing the tens; ,at which 
bnsiiordfliip had prefided. That good man 
(ttd taken Mr. Flamilead, the noted aflro- 
Isomer, into his proteftion, and, when he 
rias fcarce able to fubfill in his college at 
jpambridge, planted him in the Tower, with 
pCGommodalion in the buildings of the 
IPtdonance, of which Sir Jonas was an offi- 
iear; procured him inflruments, and, at laft, 

ed him in the new-built obfervatory at 
reenwich. Sir Jonas . once invited his 

(hip to dine with him at the Tower, and, 

liter dinner, prefented Mr. Flamftead. His 

ip received him with much familiarity, 

; encouraged him to come and fee him 
en,- that he might have the pleafure of 

xonverfation. The ftar-gazer was not ' 

ting to himfelf in that ; and hiS lordfliip 
iils extremely delighted with his accounts 
fod obfervations about the planets, efpecially 
■Aofe attendant on Jupiterfl (hewing how 
^' eclipfes of them, being regular and 
cakttlable, might redify^ the longitude of 
<dace& upon the globe, and demonilrating 
iitat light did not pafs inftantaneoufly,. but 
4q time; with otlier remarkables in the 
lieavens. Thefe difcourfes always regaled 
Jbis lord(hip; and, a good*benefice falling 
raid, not tar from the obfervatory, in the 
eifb of; the great feal, his lordfhip gave it to 
Sir. . |lam(leady which fet him at /^k in ibis 
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It is no wonder therefore that Sir Robert 
Sawyer, being taken into the attorney-^ 
generals place, at a time when the crown 
was very much embarraffed at law, as about 
the time of the Rye plot, condufted. thofe 
great affairs fo (leadily and well, as he did. 
But we muft charge to account, among his 
very great advantages, his relation to his 
lordfhip, which created a friendChip and 
familiarity betwixt them; and thereby he 
had the mod cordial affifltance that his lord* 
fhip could, on all occafions, give him* And 
this alliance was the firmer, becaufe, Sawyer's 
bias was to loyalty, which had been, the 
charafter of his family. 
Hisrefufaito' I ^^^ ^ot recapitulate the great depend- 
P?^ thtnon 3nces of law that fucceeded - well under 
tiid ^ovai. ^^^ condu6l ; for all notes of the latter end . 
of the reign of King Charles II. are full t>f 
them. He was continued in his office by 
King James IL but then he was foon off the 
hooks: for, foon after the Lord Keeper 
North died,^ a deluge of irregular difpenfa* 
tions, and non obJlanteSi were coming to- 
wards him; and he was fo juil a man m his 
nature, that he was refolved, whatever 
became of him,* he would not pafs any fuch. 
So there was like to be a flop at him./ :J3e 
was always very careful of his office, .and^ 
when he did not fear any impofitionsf, but 
was free to ufe his judgment as other attor* 
nies general did, ytt, when matters of jlife 
and dic^th were depending, he i -ufedi .to 







iyiwnQn the kjngV counfel to^ttend him at 
iiifi»:6b9mbeiSj..^vnere it vt;as freely confulted 
^tibiPfet.we|-e, ft '6tti{ig evidence to proceed 
1i{)Qn»(<0ir'.Qif>ti;:9t)d, if the general opinion 
.Wfltfjtiiatfithe fiVJdeBce did npt coppe up, he 
n^'Kei': pujhed^ 9Qy! trial again A any man. 
jNi(>yr;; tOtthis. tiipe- of peril, . he w»s fo,, Icijid 
l^MsJmndsi .-^ie ikirig's c:©uipfel!.; , pS to giy? 
>fe«m.i^ir«Pgitc^ftudy the pQiftfis j. for. 3^ 

would Se afked .wj>ethe£'thi^^lu|]^i))ightti^9t* 
4?Jftfaw;rpji^;gAl1til pppoitH ■(|»9ic,erS: uo/jua- ■,, 

awfl d*«K .tA^ffifft ofkfp Afoul4 ^6 GOflcernjng 

^fcfbr^l<|i*i!y»jfl3A<»$li I Mievp 'the. ; whole 

M*^ irf^hsfi^arWaWferPiat thaij ^ime, .apprifed 
isyfcap]!>,4»b*llg**flnt,s /fO; ^nd <»^; fo none. 

«pqWil|e.fa|fe«l;Ba||>p»ng« .: Thft ftrft peirfon, 
4bj(t«*^ l^&d<ii^»fi MF«^$o^«or Finch, 
AoJsr^9gAr>3lW 'ilfiijhe l,or4 (Nottingham ; 
SvpA ^OWufed^Ki^t;»- • Upon oj?^ Saturday, 
iBhtb%-«»fwr|»«lJ#lK>Jir)*4!%.tch^ .tQrthc lord 

sa^nsf: i» yJ5ifiiJg:/<?«hwitb, ^ii;»yr»nf^ered, 

^t ^nke J^Hoi^okglkt, t»,.b€ wtU:ponJtdere4, 

rljedij ikt%c 30^ ,ru> ^f4 of, that i , a^n4 

. .>*ei;hpcdtfi^,. it. tpl4 ; }3^,l hapl „feeh 

)lM<^ihoQlC5( ao^3)^uld f^ndjhirp .^ip mfy^'H 
4j<?;:nftKt )^»>^ j«J>ic}> ^v^^a.jjFefipfftl^ ,^n 
SMjhclay afteff) M& ;%^.«Wo^bFiincJi,;Yas;fJj[r 
.tfhftrged, aiid pM ^PDwJs.-rnax^ fplicj^i^ 
^i^ f<H9m. Mr. Attorney did not flay J^g, 
i^i;^ >y^s difplaced tO/tnake roPoi.for Ppwis 
^ ^<i^J>9:AUPrney, And there enddd Sir Robert 
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Sawyer's preferment. He ended his days 
honourably, and in peace; and his acquifi- 
lions remain in a noble family, by a match 
with his only daughter. And nothing ever 
impeached him, or his aftions, in public. 
And that is a fair conclufion of a man's life; 
although we might fee that, without fuch a 
noble fupport, he might have been calum- 
niated, for what was done in his time, as well 
as fome of his cotemporaries. 

Another of his lordfliip's acquaintance . 
" was one Mr. William Longueville, foraetime ' 
■ a bencher of the Inner Temple, who was 
one of his lordfhip*s much efteemed frientfe ' 
and companions. His difcourfe was fluent, 
willy, literate, copious, and inftruftive; and 
thofe, who did not well attend to him, or 
did not underlland him, thought he talked 
too much. His excellence of converfation 
lay in a fele6l fociet)^ of one or two ; but 
he had too much in hira to allow more a due 
(hare in the converfation. He was a mafter 
of clallic wit, and had the beft Latin fen. 
tcnces, from the orators, hiflorians, and 
poets, at his tongue's end ; and ufed to apply 
them Cgnificanlly, and with that judgment 
as cleared him of pedantry. His method 
was much after the way of epick compoG* 
tions, full of digrelTions and epifodcs; but 
neither was the main let fall, nor time loft, 
upon the by. This copia rendered him lefs 
fit for bar-praflice, where fubmilfion and 
reference doth more in a caufe Uian reafon- 
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^ nd infinuating more than difcourfing. 

for this reafon he diverted to conveyancing; 
and, in that praftice, rode one of the ad- 
mirals. His induftry was indefatigable, 
and his integrity at the driven fnow; and 
as few blunders (if any) have come from 
his chamber as from any of his pretenfions. 
His beginning was low, for he was the fon 
of a cavaher father, who fpent extravagantly 
what the tyranny of the times had left him; 
and, at laft, fell to his unprovided fon to be 
maintained, not only in neceffaries but, in 
extravagances. And he, with incomparable 
piety and application, was a father to his 
father. A good-natured fix-clerk took a 
fancy to the young man, and gave him 
credit, by which he crept into that office, 
and.at length, made it his own ; and, in fit 
time, he fold it. By which he had a foun- 
dation of eflate; and what with a match, 
by which he hath pofterity, and his practice, 
he hath re-edified a ruined family. His 
addrefs and flowing wit recommended him 
to the knowledge of moll eminent perfons, 
and he was entirely trufted by diverfe con- 
fidenible families. And he ufed with his 
lordfhip an untainted friendfhip, which he 
continued after daily familiariiy muft ceafe; 
for he omitted no opportunity of giving his 
lordftiip information, admonition, and ad- 
vice, when he thought he might do him 
fervice by fuch freedoms. All which his 
jWdOiip accepted with exquifite candor. 
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and had a very great value for fuch a friend 
as he was ; and now many great men reje6i 
fuch, and divert to flatterers i* Mr/ Longue- 
ville was the laft patron and friend* that 
^ poor old Butler, the author of Hudibra», 
Aad, and, in his old age, he fuppbrted hitn. 
Otherwife he might have been* litcrslHy 
fiarved. All, that Butler cQuld do to re- 
compenfe him was, to make him. his heir, 
that IS, ^ve him his remains ; but in lobfe 

Eapers, and indigefted* But Mr. Lorigoevitle 
ath reduced them into method ^and orders 
and fome of them have been finoe printed. 
It might have been better perhaps if they 
had nevier feen the * light; for, undef a 
variety of fiirprifing* wit, and lively conceit, 
there IS couched but an aukwaird mbralib^; 
Of Sir John This Mr, Longueville firft ixitroducidi^ td 
^^^^' ^^La his lordftiip's acquaintance the! mofti ftofid 

oratory and . • i-/k ? i r ii i 

fttcccfles. and accomplilhed gentleman ol the' law, as, 
in the courfe of his. pra£lice; he ap[kieated to 
be. Sir John King: : His beginninjf was in 
general learning, having his face^ direded 
towards the church;, and^ fo far- as polite 
literature reached,; ! Jie was' accQmpnihed, 
. being mafter of ^ Tully and 'the ' Latin 
oratory. . He left the univerfity, and adplied^ 
to the law. His firft prafldce' was before 
the judicatory for the rebuilding of London 
after the fire. There he made himfelf 
known, and, as that* court confumed its 
bufinefs, he crept into better in Weftminfter- 
Hall, and was foori let into the wheel oP 
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preferment ; that is, by being put into fomc 
minor attorney (hip, as of the aueen, or duke^ 
I remember not which : but he became the 
top praftifer in the court of chancery ; for 
he was cut out by nature, and formed by . 
education, for that bufinefs. He had the 
mod of an orator, and was withal the moft 
polite and af&ble gentleman that I ever 
knew wear a gown. His principal care was 
to be inftru6led, and then his performance 
was eafy. AH his misfortune lay at home^ 
in a perverfe confort, who always, after hia 
day-labour done, entertained him with all 
the diagrin and peeviflinefs imaginable ; fo 
that ne went home as to his prifon, or worfe; 
and when the time came, rather than go 
home, he chofe commonly to get a friend^ 
to go and fit in a free chat at the tavern, 
^overafingle bottle, till twelve or one at 
night, and then to work again at five in the 
morning. His fatigue in bufinefs, which, 
as I faid, was more than ordinary to him, 
and his.no comfort, or rather, difcomfort^ 
at home, and taking his refreOiment by 
excifing his fleep, foon pulled him down; 
^o that, after a flwrt illnels, he died. . • 

His lordfliip had one friend, that ufed to Of Sir 
freqpent him much, and was greatly coun* 2* 'ind^br 
tenanced • by him. It was Mr. Charles ftranJS %a^ 
Porter, who, in the reign of King WilliaiPf ventures of 
was made lord chancellor of Ireland, where "^^^ *'^*- 
he died. This perfon had run a ftrange 
courfe of variety jn his life. He was4;he fori 
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of a prebend in Norwich, and a 'prentice 
boy in the city in the rebellious times. . 
Wncn the committee houfe was blown up, 
he was one that was very aftive in that 
rifing, and, after the foldiers came and <ii{^ 

gerfed the rout, he, as a rat among joint- 
ools, fhifted to and fro among the (hambles, 
and had forty piftols (hot at him by the 
troopers that rode after him to kill him* 
In that difirefs, he had the prefence of mind 
to catch up a little child that, during the 
rout, was irighted, and flood crying in the 
ftreets, and, unobferved by the . troopers, 
ran away with it. The people opened a 
way for him, faying. Make room for the poor 
child. Thus he got off, and, while fearch 
was made for him in the market-place, and 
. thereabouts, got into the Yarmouth ferry, 
and, at Yarmouth, took (hip and went to Hol- 
land, there being an opportunity of a fhip 
then going off; and he was fcarce out at 
fea before the purfuit came down after him; 
fo narrowly he efcaped hanging at that time. 
In Holland he trailed a pike, and was in 
feveral a6lions as a common foldier. At 
length he kept a cavalier eating houfe; but, 
his cuftomers being needy, he foon broke, 
and came for England, and, being a genteel 
youth, was taken in among the chancery 
clerks, ^nd got to be under a mailer, in 
which employment he laid a foundation for 
praftice in that court, beginning with draw- ' 
ing; and afterwards, he applied to the bar, 
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*"lis induftry was great, and he had an 
Acquired dexterity and fkill in the forms of 
tlie court; and although he was a bon com- 
Jpanion, and followed much the bottle, yet 
lie made fuch difpatches as. fatisfied his 
clients; efpecialiy the clerks, who knew 
vhere to find him. His perfon was florid, 
and fpeech prompt and articulate. But his 
■vices, in the way of women and the bottle, 
"were fo ungoverned, as brought him to a 
jnorfel; Qnd he did but juft hold up his 
head, with all the advantages that fell to his 
fhare; which were very great: for when 
ihe Lord Keeper North had the feal, who, 
from an early acquaintance, had a kindnefs 
for him, which was well known, and alfo 
that he was well heard, as they call it, bufi- 
nefs flowed in to him very fait, and yet he 
could fcarce keep himfelf at liberty to follow 
}iis bufinefs. The beil account of which 
ftrange condu6l, is that he was carelefs, and 
joined with others in taking up monies; 
and fo carried on a jolly way of living. At 
the revolution, when his intereft fell from, 
and his debts began to fall upon him, he 
was at his wits end. And feme, knowing 
his cafe, and pitying him, (for, at large, he 
was indeed a very honeft fellow) recom- 
mended him asaplaufible naan, fit to be 
lord chancellor of Ireland; and accordingly 
he was knighted, and fent over. There he 
lived fome years, and, in that place, con- 
cluded his days little better than infolvenl. 
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It is not to be wondered at. that this &.ii 
conditioned gentleman of the chancery ord^ 
fliould be acceptable to his lordftiip; far, 
barring his private failings, and no lefs (ccr&t 
debts, his charafter for fidelity, loyalty, and 
facetious converfation, was without excep- 
tion; and his lordfhip knew little of his 
fccret ways to give him a difguft to his per- 
fon, who alfo had the good fortune to be 
beloved by every body. I have remembered 
thus much of a gentleman that underwent 
all extremity of good and evil fortune; 
whereof the particulars, that^re not of my 
own knowledge, I had from his own mouthj 
in very ferious converfation. All which is 
worthy to be knowft ; and the rather; bt^ 
caufe he had that ma|;rianii^ity, and com- 
mand of himfdf, thit ho furprift, or affliftioti, 
by arrefts or othcrwife, could be difcerned 
either in his countenance, or fociety : which 
is very exemplary; and, in cafe^ of the 
perfecuting kind, as injuftices, and the malice 
of powers, heroical in perfeftion. ' »'i - 
Hale's errors , The Lord Chief Tuftice Hales, 4- prOfdiind 
coufKieraiion common lawyer, and both devotionaip and 
of iiihcs moralift, affefted natural philofophy^* aS I 
bladders, |^^^^ already obfcrved of him-.- Bot here 
1 fhall take notice only of a book he pUt 
tout entitled, 0/tJbe Non-gmvilathn of Fluids. 
His lordfhip did not approve of his dodt JtK, 
but wondered that a ftiian, of his greatiabfliiy 
in other things, fhould lapfe fo chikiifitlJF 
into error, as, in that book,- he (hewed 
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himfelf guihy of. But the perufal of it put 

him upon a {lri6ler coniideration of hydro* 

ftatics, than he had been ufed to before. 

And/among the many inflances he thougfaA 

of for illuftrating the preflure, or gravitation^ 

of fluids, he fell -upon the coniideration of 

the bkdders of fifhes i what effc6i they had, 

and by what means. He concluded that 

the c<intra£ling and dilating of the bladder, 

whether by a raufcular a6lion^ or the more 

or lefs compreffion of the water, nnd perhaps 

both, caufeti the fifh to rife, or link, or reft 

in thewater^ without ^ny a6lion of the fins. 

It was alledged, againft this, tliat there is no 

nine when the fifli doth not make ufe of her 

fins; but whoever obferves them, even in 

their moft quiet ftate, fhall difcern their fins 

inore or lefs movent and employed. This 

may be no labour or pains to the fifh, as 

vnoer any conflraint, more than it is to us^ 

bfyt vn-tue of our mufcles, to fland, or fit, 

aprigkt ; but it is an a6lion, in ^ a , manner, 

involuntary, and that attends common life, 

andineither we, nor they, perceive it^ Thus 

'die jinatten ufed to be debated between him 

affxl< hisMiseaTeft^ friends; but ^he yielded 

ftoch^g; btit was continually more fatisfied 

of his own notion. At length 'it was agreed 

flbateach party (hould draw up their rjeafons, 

and* fend :theili 'tir Mv. Oldenburgh, the 

pubiifhevbf the-Fhilofdphiral Tranfa^bns, as 

foil pubiick notice.t 'His lordfhip^s paper 

is to be found in Mr. Lowthorp's Abridge 
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vol. 



p. 845. to which 1 refer the 
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V ment, 

reader. 

Approved by It appears, in Mr. Lowthorp's colleftion, 
the vinuofi. that j,i5 lordlhip's hint was laid hold of, and 
^L approved, by the virtuofi of the time; par- 

^^ ticularly by Mr. Boyle, and Mr. Ray, who, 

^^^^^ in papers there entered, have purfued there-- 
^^^^H upon. I have not found that any of them 
^^^^H knew who was the author of this paper, 
^^^^^1 His lordOiip fought no fame, nor commen- 
^^^^^E dation, but information only. Therefore 
^^^^^r he did not add his name ; which he would 
^ not have to be toifed, whatever became of 

H his notion. 

^ AiifwereJ About this time, the philofophical world 
was entertained about fettling the grand 
, affair of the mercurial barometer, and its 
indications. Among the reft, Sir Samuel 
Moreland pubhfhed a piece, containing a 
device to prolong the indicatoiy fpace from 
three inches, as in common tubes, to a foot, 
or more, as you pleafe; and he defied all 
the virtuofi to refolve it. This he called a 
ilatick barometer; for it was contrived by 
fufpending a common tube at one end of a 
plain ballance, and the other arm to be 
duly counterpoifed, and drawn to a point 
direfted to play againft an arch of about a 
fextant, divided into three parts; and that 
was to correfpond with the three inches on 
the plate of an upright tube. The cjfterq 
was a cylindrical glafs, of more than the 
double diameter of the tube; and, io, that* 
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charged wiih mercury, the tube, erefted 
iccording to art, was imraerfed; and the 
moving of the mercury in the tube, higher 
nd lower, was of no regard, but the index 
nly. His lordfhip wrote a paper in anfwer 
10 the knight's chaliengej and confidered 
ihis experiment according to the laws of 
hydroftaticks, and concluded that themyftery 
lay in the difference of fpecifick gravity 
between mercury and glafs, which may be 
nearly as one to twenty. The (landing of 
ihe mercury, in the tube, is always taken 
ipon the diftance of the upper from the 
lower fuperficies; and, whatever happens, 
ihe mercury will find that diftance as the 
prefTure of the atmofphere requires. He 
confidered alfo that the quantity of mercury, 
and the quantity of the glafs tube, not im- 
merfed, taken together, were the fum of the 
whole weight above the ftagnum, fuppofed 
to make an equilibrium againll the coun- 
lerpoids. This Handing level, and the index 
pointing (for example) to 29^ inches, if the 
variation of the prefTure comes to require a 
30 inch column, then i inch mercury in 
weight is added on that fide. This mull 
draw down the tube into the ftagnum, till fo 
much of the glafs tube is immerled, as fiial! 
anfwer that increafe of weight; and then 
the index rifeth, becaufe the tube and the 
mercury tend down into the ftagnum. But 
as the glafs goes down, the mercury feems 
ID rile in ihe tube; for the column will 
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alwavv^i as I faid, anfwer the preffure, whe^ 
ther the tube goes up or down. His lordfhi^ 
confidered alio that the fpecific weight 
glafs is fo much lefs than that of mercard 
that the glafs tube muft lofe two or thi 
inches to countervail one half, or perhaps] 
one quarter of an inch of mercury, whrthcr 
finking into the ftagnum, or emerging from 
it, and fo in proportion, as it (hall happen: 
which makes the oppofite arm, with the] 
index,' make larger fweeps than the rififfij 
and falling, in common tubesj (hew. Htt 
lordfhip confidered farther, that the f&ghnffl 
not bemg very wide, as die tube TuAic, ik 
mercury there rofe and fwallbwed the gM [ 
fafter than, if wider, it would do ; and tKit ' 
it ought to be fo adjufted, for quantiticis of ^ 
mercury and glafs, that the arm fhall ixit ! 
play much above or below the level, which, 
otherwife, would create fome impediment, 
if not inequality, in the motion ; and laftli[, 
that the arch muft be graduated mechani* 
cally; for the meafures muft be taken as 
they happen, and will not be adjufted bjr 
calculates. It is obvious how, by this 
means, the beam moves, and ftands in 
continual balance, and the index (hews the 
barometrical aftion, by the arched and gra- 
duated plate, with advantage. But, in 
praftice, the many friftions, as of the mcr- 1' 
cury in the tube, and of the glafs in the 
ft a gnu m, corrupt the nicety of the in- 
ftrument (and in time exaggerating) fo 
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much, that it i& not ma4e ufe of but for 

j . When the yirtuofo receiv^ed his lordfhip's The anfwer 
paper, he bluftered, and threatened a moft IJ,",^^^^^^^ 
^we^fuL.^piwer, but ney^r was lo kind as by an ac- 
ta fend any* On the coAtrary, he took an quaintancc, 

^^*^ . . ./ . i-^""'! in • J His devices. 

impprtumty : to wait oji hiS; lordihip, and 
tbey. became gopd philosophical friends and 
[uaintajtice ; and onqej iippn an inviution, 
Jprdftiip dined with Sir Samuel at his 
lie ; ; ^ji4 : ;|hough. ; his ; ^tertainment was 
^qu^te^ tl)e fi^qateft p^afure was to obferve 
|bi^ dey^qes ;< ^ every . thing (hewed art and 
^9if}9>;f; A; large , fountain played in 
rcHHQ^jl ^4 >all , tl[ie/; glaflTes flood under 
yj^J^rpj^^^^.Q^ly^^ had a ciftem 

.ftfW^ -iprijeiiii whkfe fupplied water to all 
ipfl^ts.,|pi^^ M.he thouglxt^fit to coft- 

iBI^?? 'V^^ .y^Jfte^^y^ter wa^.rwfcd by a tbmmon 
i»naR\ C««iH fewi?d to be> in Jiis, yanfc but, 
^., A «J lifrJtfcp fweep, : it ,rofe (ag\itV wire) 
ji^felfj for Jt was prolonged beyond the 
^d^jind. tbi^e/had a oquntCTpoifevof.^1^ 
Vii|(Ulch^ Ida^e; jihfi fweepLJij^y^ as ibe.heamof 
•A-jfelte: awiv wherever ihearfc wasiHke to^ 
A ftiftjoij* ft;.roulet wasiphcodc^ip receive itw 
J^.jii^e Qiaaoer^ windows^ doos^^ .hhigeft» and 
cfaimnies fpoke the oiij^^ to^be^aQ>^rtift: 
Sddhis.utenfils abroad iJi«d ahe i^ 
•Hi» .€oach was. rndftipntfcalarr^and hq 
jnade a porublc . opgsneiBiihait^ ixit)ved by 
watchwork, wl^ch mighjpibelccaifed.a kifc- 
jjhen ; . for it had a fimvidaeeiand gcatcv^ith 
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ivhich he could make a foup, broil cofteldtti 
or road an egg; and, for that, his conni- 
vance was by a fork with five tines (as I 
may call it) which flood upright at a doe 
diftance before the firegrate, and turned 
flowly. An tgg^ put into that, would roaft 
according to art; and if a piece of meat 
were (luck upon it, it was drefled by clock- 
work. He faid himfel f that this machine toft 
him 30/. He took it with him in his ova 
coach, and, at inns, he was his own cooL 
But to conclude with a capital invention^ 
his. When he was told that the Lord 
Keeper North was dead, he alked of what 
difeafe ? It was anfwered, q( a fever. A is 
grange, faid he, that a wife man^ or be wtfi 
Jbouid die of a fever. Haw, faid the odier, 
flmdd a wife man prevent it ? By doing as I 
do, faid he ; that is to go to bed wHb agljfier^ 
pipe always in my reach; and that isahx 
to hold the liquor^ the lid of which is a ftuf^ 
that fcrews dcmn and evacuates it: and/rm 
tbe 60X proceeds a fiexiie pipe with the tool ot 
the end; by which ^ at any time, when I fid 
myfetfnot well, I give myfelfa cly^. Wherta 
others are forced to fend for help; atd^ in 
that delay, ^ fever lays bold, which might b^ 
been fupprejfed at jfrfl. 
The means of His lordOiib was much a{fe6led by the 
b«n>.neter. difcovcries, wWh fcU iu the confequenccs 

benifl hilt r 1 • ii* • 1*1 

loid ii> ihojw. ot the tornccilian experiment; whereby a 
new world of air, compreffing every thing 
it j^ouches, is revealed. He could not but 
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^bferve a manifeft iconne&ion between die 
4Kfoerations of the mercurial ftation» and the 
"Coarfe of the winds and weather ; but could 
yjiot fix in his mind any certain rules of 
j(liidication^ but rather the contrary, viz. 
>lliat events failed as often as correfponded 
iiridi the. ordinary expe6lation« But yet he 
^Irould' not give it over for defperate, and 
^fcoped that a more general obfervation mi^ 
Mperate a better prognofticfc of the 'weatheir 
nom it, than was yet knOwm And thait 
mdk be expe6^ from a more difRifed, ¥ 
«« an univerfal, ufe of it, which could not 
ifhem be thought of ; becaufe the inftruments 
wbre rare, and cdnfined to the cabinets of 
the^ttt&fi; andi^one was not to be had 
Imk by means of foaie of them.. Therefore 
his lordfhip thought fit to put fome ordinary 
tn^daTmen upon making and felling them in , 
tkdr (hops; and accordingly hefent fer 
Jones, the clock-maker in the Inner-Temple 
Lane; and, having (hewn him -the fabrick, 
and given him proper camions in the erefi:- 
ib^ m them, recommended the. fetting them 
imrth for fale in his (hop ; and, it being a^ 
new thing, he would certainly find cuftomers. 
He did fo, and was the nrft pierfon that 
expofed the inftrument to fale publickly in 
London* But his lord (hip, perceiving that 
his bufinefs lay in other operations, he was 
more ufed to, and that he began to flight 
diefe, fent for Mn Winn, a famous inftru- 
'|nent*maker over*againft his houfe in Chan- 
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trery-lAne, and did the like to him, \ Tfh 
purfued the manufaflory to great perfe£ik)Of 
'and his own no fmall . advaDtage ; and then 
others took it up, and few clock-makers^ 
ihftrument- makers, cabinet-makers, anddi- 
verfe other trades^ were without them 
always in their (hops, ready for fale : and 
all moving from the firft eflays, as I relate^ 
let on foot by his lordfliip. He wasratroe 
lover of arts; and as well for the encourage- 
ment of that Mr. Winn, as for iiis qm 
fpeculative humour (for he had not tini&-t9 
praflice drawing) he caufed a cafe of- m" 
themaiical inflruments to be made by HvJOk 
which are yet extant, and coft fifty, pounds; 
and nothing of the kind can be m^de by the 
hands of men, more nice, elegants. ano cu- 
rious than thofe are. .:[:..'. 
His lord- Now, to illuftrate his lordftiip's incUoation 
hnc^ u^rr^ ^^ ingenious arts and fciences, I haiVe.jtWO 
;»nHdeiigiitinfulyecls to enlarge upon. i.. Mu()cjk.i:.i 
wnftck. ,Pifturc. As for his mufick, I have, s^iseady 
•mentioned his exquifite hand upoi^ iHb^ 
lyra and bafs-viol, and the ufe he oiftdforfil 
to relieve his folitude in his.chainbeiuHiflt^ 
had a defire to ufe ajfo tlie theorbo vwd 
violin. He fcarce attempted the .fpjwrtt 
but fupplied the ufe of it by the touch; :^ 
his lyra viol upon his knee, and fo gaiM 
a fcjlitary coniort with his voice. ; He At- 
tempted the violin, being ambitious of the 
prime part in confort, but foon found thi^ 
he began fuch a difficult art too late; and 
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his profit alfo faid nay to it, for he had not 
time for that kind of praftice. It was great 
pity he had not naturally a better voice ; for 
ne delighted in nothing more than in the 
cxercife of that he had, which had fmall 
virtue but in the tuneablenefs and (kill. He 
fang any thing, at firft fight, as one that reads 
in a new book, which many, even finging 
niafters, cannot do. He was a great prollcr 
bf fongs, efpecially duets ; for, in them, his 
brother could accompany himj and the 
Italian fongs to a thorough b,afs were choice 
ptirchafe;s ; and, if he liked them, he corh- 
'monly wrote them out with his own hand. 
And I can affirm that he tranfcribed a 
book of Italian fongs, into a volume of the 
largeft quarto, and thicker than a common 
prayer book. And this was done about the 
time Jie had received the great feal ; for, if 
he would difcharge his mind of anxieties; 
he ofteii took the book of fongs, and wrote 

one or two of them out. And, as he went 

' 'lit 

aJong, he obferved well the compofition and 
degancies, as if he, not only wrote but, 
heard them; which was great pleafure to 
him. 

His lordfliip had not been long matter of a compofer 
die viol, and a fure confortier, but he turned ^^^°"/<>'^* 
comppier, and, from raw begmnmgs, ad- 
. ytaiced fo far as to complete diverfe concertos 
jtiE two, arid three parts ; which, at hisi 
i^nd&ther^s houfe, were performed with 
nmfters in company ; and that was no fmall 
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joy and encouragement to him. But it was 
not to be expeaed he fhould furmount the 
ftyle and mode of the great mufick mailer 
Mr. Jenkins, then in ufe where he came: 
and, after his capacity reached higher, he 
had no time to be fo diverted. Yet, while 
he was chief juftice, he took a fancy to fet to 
mufick, in three parts, a canzon of Guarini, 
beginning thus. Cor mio del, &c. In that, * 
he aimed to compafs what he thought a 
great perfe6iion in confort mufick; ordering 
the parts fo that every one fhall carry the 
fame air ; and, however leading or follow- 
ing, the melody in each part is nearly the 
fame; which is, in compofing, no eafy 
tafk. 

Authorofa Not many years before his lordlhip was 
Pj^'°^°P^^j^"' preferred to the ^reat feal, he fell upon a 
fick^iid Lis pleafing fpeculation of the real mechanifm 
notion. whereby founds are diftinguifhed into har- 

Lmony and difcord, or, difpofed to pleafe or 
difpleafe our fenfe of hearing. Every one 
is fenfible of thofe effefts, but fcarce any 
know why, or by what means they are pro- 
duced. He found that tones and accords 
might be anatomifed, and, by apt fchemes, 
be prefented to the eye as well as the ear, 
and fo mufick be (kmonftrated in effigie. 
After he had digefted his notions, and con^ 
tinned his fchemes, he drew up a Ihort traS, 
which he entitled, A PhiLofophicd Ejfay ^ 
Mufick; not with the form and exa£tnels of 
a foleran writer, but as the fenf^ ,of a iQai| 
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ofbufinefs, who minds the kernel and not 
the fhell. This was printed by Mr. Mariin, 
printerto the Royal Society, in 1677. The 
piece fold well, and, in a few years, it was 
out of print, and ever fince is fcarce to be 
met with but in private hands. If I may 
give a (hort account of his lordlhip's 
notion, it is but this. All niufical founds 
confift of tones, for irregular noifes are 
foreign to the fubjeft. Every tone confifls 
ofdiftinfl pulfes, or flrokes, in equal time; 
which, being indiftinguithably fwift, feem 
continual. Swifter pulfes are accordingly 
(in found) fharper, and the llower, flatter. 
When diverfe run together, if the pulfes 
are timed in certain proportions to each 
other, which produce coincidences at regu- 
lar and conftani periods; thofe may be 
harmonious, elfe djfcord. And, in the 
pra6^ice of mufick, the ftatcd accords fall 
in thefe proportions of pulfetion, viz. f, |, 
t J, i. Hence flow the common denomi- 
nations of 8"^, 5'", 4'\ 3^ 2'^; and thefe are 
produced upon a monochord by abfciffion 
of thefe pflrts,^, i, "i, f, i, of all which the 
fuller demonllration is a talk beyond what 
is here intended. 

:Buttoaccomplifli an ocular reprefentation Notation of 
<Etf thefe pulfes, his lordfiiip made a foun- h*™"™'"* 
QQtiOn upon paper by a perpetual order 01 aumbers. 

Sarallel lines; and thofe were to fignify the 
ux of time equably. And when a pulfe 
happened, it was marked by a point upon 
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one of thofe lines, and, if continued fo as 
to found a bafe tone, it was marked upon 
every eighth line; and that might be termed 
the bafe. And then an upper part, which 
pulfed as ^, or oftave, was marked (beginning 
with the firft of the bafe) upon every fourth 
line, which is twice as fwift : and fo all the 
other harmonious proportions, which Ihewed 
their coincidences, as well with the bafs as 
with one another. And there was alfo 
ihewed a beautiful and uniform afpeft in the 
compofition of ihefe accords when drawn 
together. This as to times. The ordinary 
collation of founds is commonly made by 
numbers, which, not referred to a real caule 
or foundation in nature, may be juft,' but 
withal verj' obfcure, and imparting of no 
knowledge. Witnefs the mathematicians 
mufical proportion. His lordftiip did not 
dechne numbers, but derived them from 
plain truths. He found 360 the apteft for 
thofe fubdivifions that mufick required; 
and, applying that to an open ftring, or 
monochord, each mufical tone, found by 
abfciflion of a part of the ftring, is expreffi- 
ble by thofe numbers fo reduced in pro- 
portion. As ^ of the firing pinched off is 
as i or 180, an oftave; and f as | 240; 
and fo of the reft down to the tone, or 
fecond, which cuts offi, and the femittMie 
a ^ &c. 
The fubjefl The viriuofi foon took up this little piece, 
noia y pur- ^^^^ during the nine days wondCr, wereyj 
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bufy about it. Mr. Matthews of Sidney rati by t 
college in Cambridge, was fo affefled that "'"u^fi. 
he made a perpetual comment upon it, 
and took mucn pains to explain the do£lrine 
of pulfesby experiments; but thefe prefers 
arc ali miflaid, or loft. I have been informed 
that Mr. Matthews left fuch, but could 
never find in whofe hand. The ingenious 
Mr. Hook put this fcheme of mufick into 
clockwork, and made wheels, with fmall 
lingulse in the manner of cogs, which 
moving, each upon its pin, as the wheel * 
turned, ftruck upon an edge, one after ano- 
ther, equably; the wheel turning flow, the 
pulfes were diftinguiftiable, and had no 
other virtue; but then, turning fwifter, the 
diftinflion ceafed, and a plain mufical tone 
emerged. This for one. Then, another 
wheel was contrived to ftrike three to two 
(for inftance) and as the diftinftion began 
to fail, and continuation to take place, we 
might hear a confort 5^^ coming on, and 
fettling in the manifeft accord fo named. 
Sir Ifaac Newton, in anfwer to an enquiry 
what he thought of this piece, did not come 
into the folution of harmony by coinci- 
dences, which he faid, and truly, cannot 
be the fame to ali ears (as the accord is) in 
diverfe pofitions ; but, as his way hath been 
to' refer to qualities, he ftyled an unifon to . 
be an harmonious confent ; by which one 
underftands nothing. But, as to coinciden- 
ces, if they are fo at the inftruments, the 
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virtue is difpofed quaquevnfum, while the 
waves of the fou nds enlarge every way, and 
the ear is affefted with the order of them 
wherever it is planted. In 1682 Dr. Wallis 
pubhfhed his Ptolemy, and fubjoins a not- 
able appendix of munck ancient and modern, 
and piirfues his lordQiip's fcheme, but in a 
different manner. In 1694, Dr. Holder's 
piece came out; but fo puzzled with num- 
bers that it is uneafy to read ; and he makes 
great ado about dividing tones major, tones 
minor, diefes and commas, with the quanti- 
ties of them; as liioft authors have done. 
All thefe works, as I judge, were fpirited 
up by his lordfliip's effay, which came out 
long before them. And, ever fince, the 
philofophy of mufick hath been more court- 
ed than formerly. 

The other head of his lordfliip's enter- 
tainment is pifture ; a word I choofe rather 
than painting; for, of that I can afcribe 
nothing to him. He never took a pencil in 
his hand, nor attempted any kind of draught, 
excepting fome mathematical diagrams, and 
a little of perfpe6live, which is a branch of 
themathematicks. He had a good tafte of 
pi6iure, and knew wherein the worth of 
them confided, and feldom failed to point at 
the faults, and to declare the excellencies, 
of a painting, at firfl fight. His talent was 
not performing, but judging ; efpecially of 
what flowed out of the art of perfpec- 
tive, againft which moll fruity pieces are 
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offenders. No man living had a jufler idea 
of perfpeftive than he had. Which affertion 
I make good by a fragment of his writing 
upon a piece of paper, viz. " Perfpeflive 
" is a projeflion of a concave hemifpnere in 
"piano, with ftreight hnes; which is very 
'* imperfefl, and not tolerable in a larre 
" fegment of a fphere ; but will be perfect 
'* in a hemifphere, where the infinite diftan- 
*' ces terminate in a point, not only in a 
" horizontal line but, upwards and down- 
" wards, and on both fides ; and all ftraight 
" lines, except thofe which are in the crofs 
" diameters, are defcribed by curves." This 
needs a comment, by explaining the whole 
art, to make it to be nicely underftood; 
which I fhall not attempt here. 

In the fcience of pifture there is a Iktil rmproved by 
peculiar to painters, and fuch as praaife ^';J^"„^;^^'^;; 
draught; that is, oftheftyle and handling, p.ter Leiy. 
colouring, and manner of the noted mafters, 
whereby the profeflbrs pretend to know 
copies from originals, and the true fublime 
in pifture. All which flows from perpetual 
obiervation, inftruftion, and variety of expe- 
rience ; and an artift's whole life is little 
enough for gathering a competent qualifi- 
cation to warrant his judgment. His lord- 
fiiip always loved to fee variety of good 
piftures; but was a minor critick till his 
acquaintance and affociation with Sir Peter 
Lely was embraced ; and then he began to 
fee how little he underftood of the matter. 
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Sir Peter was a well-bred gentleman, friendly 
and free, and, not only an adept in his art 
but, communicative, and had a great col- 
le6lion, confifting of piSures from the hands 
of the" beft matters, and a magazine of 
Scizzis, and drawings of diverfe finifliings^ 
which had been the firft touches, I may Jay 
the heart, of great defigns and models^ 
befides prints of the beft gravers. His lord- 
(h ip had free accefs to thefe, which, with the 
occafional comments of that great artift^ 
were fufficient to eftablifh (if not a critick) 
a true lover of painting. , • 

How the a - ^^^ introdu6lion to this acquaintance 
qu:iintance was by means of Sir Peter Lely's chief 
cnmrnenced virtuofo fricnds about the court. For^ ^after 
themr'* he was grown rich, and had children, he 
often complained of the want of fome good 
friends, who might advife and a(Iift him 
about fettling his eft:ate, that his children 
might be fure to enjoy what he (hould leave 
behind him. One oi thfem afked him why 
he did not get acquainted with Mn Attorney* 
General, who was ^ the fitteft perfon ra 
England for his purpofe; and he ofiered to 
bring Mr. Attorney one night to fup with 
him. This was no fooner laid than done; 
and, from that time, the friendChip betwixt 
them was ftiuck up. What advantages 
either fide had thereby^ will be mentioned 
in a proper place. How his lorcUhip coij^ 
tinued his favour and friendfhip to his fpii 
after his deaths will ajppea;r when I' come to 
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Diew the part he afted in a more exalted 
chara£ler; and that is, benevolence to all 
mankind, to which I now proceed. Where- 
in I fhali demonftraie, from nu merous 
inftances, his univerfal inclination to do 
good to all men, according as worthy in- 
ftances offered themfelves. 

I muft begin at the lower form, which Kind to 
was his taking notice of young perfons: heyo""Spe*^ 
was no fooner arrived at man's eftate, and a^J" ' 
fhifter for himfelf, but he became a friend 
to others that lay behind, and came after 
him; atid he took a pieafure in doing things 
in a manner as might beft; pieafe and divert 
them; particularly his younger brothers, 
who, by way of fund for petit recruits of 
money, at all interviews ufed him as their 
own. And thereby he fhewed his intrinfick 

food nature ; for, if aftions are to be prized 
y their effefts, the greateft bounties among 
men have not a fublimer effefl of joy, than 
fuch liberalities to young fcholars. But 
then he exaSed a fevere retribution of hard 
queftions, and puzzling fallacies of the lite- 
rate kind, put upon tnem, as was touched 
elfewhere; but they, with the prudence of 
their betters, pocketed up all fuch wrongs. 

His lordfliip had an opportunity of doing hi» care of 
one generous aft, witli a continuando during '•>« oI'Ie'' 
all the reft of his life. It was taking ''^''"<=*'- 
care of the head of his family, as the north- 
ern men ftyle the elder branch, or lineal '' 
heir of the old ftock. This was Mr. Robert 
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North, eldeft fon and heir of Sir Charles 
North of Walkeringham in the county of 
Nottingham. Edward Lord Nonh, the 
firft baron of his lordfhip's family, was a 
younger fon of old Sir Charles of Walker« 
mgham. But (waving pedigrees) this gen- 
tleman's father was a cavalier, and perfecutcd 
in the rebellious times, and, after the reftau- 
ration, or thereabouts, was made hi^ 
flierifF of the county. His under-ftieriff 
proved an infolent knave, and his fecurity 
mfufficient, whereby great troubles and 
loffes fell upon him ; and he died leaving his 
family in a deplorable condition. He left 
but one fon, this Mr. Robert North, but 
diverfe daughters, and about fixty pounds 
per ann. clear eftate to provide for them 
all. The fon had been well bred at fchool, 
and could write well, and was fo good- 
natured as to confider that, if he ftaid at 
home, without fome beneficial employment, 
his fillers muft want. Thereupon he took 
a refolution to go abroad and feek his for- 
tune, leaving all he had to his fifters to make 
the heft for themfelves they could out of it, 
and thought not of more for himfelf than he 
could gather by his induftry. 

Coming to London, what with writing, 
and other officious fervices, as by fome ac- 
quaintance and recommendation he found 
means, he poorly fubfilted. It happened 
that Sir Dudley North, his lordlhip's father, 
wanting a clerk forhis juftice-fcufinefs in'thc 



country, took this young man, who was 
recommended for a good writer, faithful 
and induftrious. There was not at that time, 
and for diverfe years after, any relation of 
him, to that family, known; but his beha- 
viour made him eftecmed by Sir Dudley 
North to the degree of a favourite. His 
defign was to keep himfelf concealed, and 
to bear his misfortunes within himfelf, as 
well as he could. But he lived under a 
continual refeniment and melancholy, ever 
complaining of inward infirmities, without 
faying what; and the family gave him for 
gone of the fpleen. And in truth, even 
after his circumftances were mended, that 
infirmity had taken fuch root in him that it 
became habitual, and he could not fhake it 
off as long as he lived. So dangerous is it 
to let imaginations get the upper hand long 
together. Sir Dudley North obferved fuch 
ftrong tokens of an inward difcontent, that 
he could not forbear urging him to fay if 
any thing, relating to his fervice, was uneafy 
to him, and he would take care it fhould be 
remedied. No, all was exceeding well, and 
his place better than he ever hoped for or 
deferved. And Sir Dudley North fo often 
urged him upon ihefe points, and particu- 
larly of his country, family, education, and 
the like, till he had extorted from him that 
he was the eldeft fon of the Walkeringhara 
femily ; and, from that time, he was owned 
as of the elder houfe, and lineal right heir of 
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the family, and treated with all poffible re^ 
{pcGt and fervice. But ftill he kqpt his poft, 
and made no fign of any defiie of a better* 
CovHeortkis -During this time^ his lordflup advanced 
^^^^^^* in his profi^OTj and was made judge of the 
loydl nanchife of the Ifle of EJty^ and at his 
firft affizes (with leave of his &ther) took 
this gentleman with him, and madelum bis 
chief officer, and fent hnn home with £Ood 
Qo/. in his pocket; for which kindncls Sir 
Dudley heartily thanked his fon Frank, as 
for (b much dbne perfonally to himielE But 
this was an eameft of more to come after; 
for when his lonUhip was made attorney 
general, he delired his father would part 
with him, to come up and take the place of 
chief clerk under him, which was called: of 
the confeffions. And it was not without: the 
greateft relu6iance that he y^iddedtoit; and 
no inducement, lefs than his belovcxl derk's 
preferment, which of all things he defired, 
would have prevailed upon him to coafibnt« 
But, after that, there was a notable ftir to 
make the gentleman remove; and.Iwas 
employed to work him to it His fpleenhad 
fucn faft hold of his intellefi, that ne cpukl 
not conceive better than that» if he removed 
to London, he Ihould ML ficki and die by 
the haiids of a nurfe, who would, pluck 
away his pillow to get his cloaths. But we 
got the better of him to accept of no fmall 
preferment, and in the high way togreater ; 
afluring him that he ihouTd h^ve io nnich 
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oBtable bufinefs as nol to dream of nurfes, 
any thing, elfe, but getting of money; 
id fo the raoiire was prevailed upon to 
iter into the Parmefan cheefe. When his 
rdfiiip was chief juftice of the Common 
cas, he made his coulin North his clerk 
the treafury, and, when he was lord 
«per, the fame kinfman carried the feal. 
is lordfliip ufed him in his moft private 
td uncheckable trufts, and would have 
sated him with more famiharity; but he 
ifoluteiy withdrew hirafelf from it, and 
ould be no other than a fervant, as long 
his lordfliip Hved. After he was dead, 
; took his habitation in St. Giles's parifh; 
id all along was careful to provide for his 
fters and their children, as well as he 
>uld, But there his fpleen got ground of 
im ; and, having often uirveyed the church- 
ird, and the various fituations of it (a 
iclancholy employ) he fliewed his friends 
here he defired to be buried; and, before 
is death, often fed his fpleen with walking 
► and fro to vifit the place of his future 
:fidencc; and, in about four or five years 
me, after the death of his moil: honoured 
atron, he was (by the care of feme rela- 
ons that he had taken home to him) put in 
ill pofleCfion of it. , It may feem, to 
lany, that, for the prefent purpofe, this 
;lauon is too long (for impertinent it is 
Dt). But,I confidered that the redundance, 
ich as it is* may be indulged as a worthy 
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remembrance of a moft luculent 
in which may be feen a due reward of ex<ji 
fite worth, integrity, piety, patience, and 
pcrfeverance, fliining in the courfe of this 
excellent perfon's life; who, with lefs notice 
than here is taken of him (with the matchlefs 
pattern of his moft recommendable charac- 
ter and fuccefTes) would be as much loft, 
and, to all future times unknown, as the 
place where now his mortal remains lie. 

There was a family of the Mordaunts in 
Bedfordfhire fallen into decay, to wh<Mn his 
lonlfhip had a relation by his grandmother, 
who was of the Brocket family. The eldeft, 
and only, fon was left with an eflate, but 
incumbered almoft to full value, and 
which, without being fpeedily redeemed, 
muft have been utterly loft. WTien his 
lordOiip was chief juftice, he fent for the 
young man, and made him his crier. He 
bought of him the equity of redemptiwi of 
his eflate, and, having (as his defign vfas) 
fold it again to Sir Crefwell Levinz, paid all 
the young man's debts, gave him a fiiU 
account, and paid him the overplus, Bot 
this frantic fellow took tetch at fomewbat, 
and run away into Ireland. His lordfliip 
difpatched one of his domeftics after him. 
who had the gCK)d luck to find him out, Juid 
bring him, pennylefs, home. His lordfhip 
did ^1 he could to 6nd out what was the 
caufe that made him defert a good place, 
but could not. However ba reitiuaccd, 



J 



lX>aD KEBPEXi GUILFOKD. 88T 

^^. tJncouraged him all he could ; but 
Bptning would do; and he was finally ruined 
and loff. There was another family, of the 
fame relation, whole name was Trochee, nu- 
merous, and in great want. He took one fon 
to be his lady's page, and others he got 
bound out to trades, or put in a way of 
living well, if they had pleafed to conform. 
But a wild, or idle fpirit poireflTed them, and 
what was done for them proved abortive. 

One gentleman, named Gilbert North, Kmiinefs to 
had bis lordfhip's favour; and if his own ^^';^^^'^';'^ 
perfonal failings had not worked counter to mrai tela- 
all his lordfhip's intentions towards him, he ^ion- 
might have made himfelf confiderable; but 
ex guolibet lignoy &c. He was a baftard fon 
of Gilbert North, his lordlhip's father's 
great uncle, by one that was called my 
Lady Venner. She married a pettyfogger, 
one Smith of Berklhire, who bred up this 
youth towards the law, by putting him into 
the fociety of the Middle Temple. His ij 

lordfhip took notice of him, and gave him 
ail the encouragement he might. When his 
lordlhip was reader, he made him his fub- 
reader, which fhewed him to the fociety, 
and to men of his profeffion ; and to qualify 
him for bufmefs, fo as to pick up a. little; 
(for he had no manner of ellate or provifion) 
be was called to the bar, and his lordlhip 
bellowed plentiful advices upon him. But 
once he was very much furprifed : for he 
siked ihe young man (then a barriller) if he 
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underftood law French ; he faid N09 but he 
intended foon to make himfelf mailer of it. 
From thence-forward all his lordfhip's hopes 
of him were vapid. But yet he continued 
a fort of occahonal bounty to him, and, 
when he had the great feal, he billeted Jbim 
60/. per annum deep upon an office; which 
was duly paid him, and juft ferved him, in 
the Fryers, where he had taken up his reft, 
to keep him from ftarving. After his lord- 
;^ (hip's death, he perifhed, leaving.his ftiDerals 

for a legacy to the parifh. I have here 
drawn out an account of this eentleman'n 
ftupid temper, to fhew what a milerable cafe 
it is when men, having meat fet before them, 
will not lift up an hand to tafte it, but pepib 
for want. Many men would have pven 
a round fum of 2000/. or more, to nave 
ftood in his place. So we have bad, as well 
as good, examples, to inftru6l fuch as arc 
pleafed to mind them. 
Like to the There was a family, nearly related to h» 
Chutes, lordfhip, whofe name was Chute, where 
thera^ a'n/^ two younger brothers, his aunt Dacres's 
near reia- grandchildren, were left without any family 
tioni. provifion, and had been gratuitoufly edu- 

cated by their grandmother ; but wanted to 
be put into the world, fo as to fliift for 
themfelves* His lordfhip placed the eldeft 
of them with Dr. Brevint, a French refugee, 
and prebend of Weftminfter ; where, bv the 
family con verfation, as well as fomeii* jffic* 
. tion, he might acquire a ready ufe of the 
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French tongue, in order for a poll* he had 
defigned for him, as foon as he was capable. 
His lordftiip furnifhed him with money to 
pay for his refidence there; and, after fix 
months, finding him fit, recommended him 
to a clerkfhip under fecretary Jenkins ; and, 
at the coroiiation, made him the prothono- 
tary of the court of claims ; which prefented 
his cabinet with near three hundred guineas ; 
and, during this time, and until (by the 
death of his elder brother) the capital eftate 
of the family fell to him, allowea him 30/. 
per annum. This gentleman hath ever 
, unce, upon all occanons, continually ex« 
preffed nis grateful acknowledgements for 
all this noble patronage, without which he 
had fuffered large decadences both of mind 
and body. The younger brother, being 
the grandmother's favourite, was by her 
placed at the Middle Temple. But, withal, 
ne received great encouragements from his 
lordfhip, by prefents of twenty and thirty 
guineas at a time, till a good match was 
found for him, and, by friendfliip and money, 
he was lifted into an opulent office in the 
law; and his grandmother, dying, had left 
all (he had to him. His lord(hip never 
cared to feed idle people; but, if capable 
and induftrious, he would always, if it lay 
in his power, find means to plant them in 
a way of employment; and his benevolences 
wejp, for the moft part, direfted with fuch 
vievvS. 

VOL. lU U 
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lakabie But thefe are remote inftances ; I ought to 
efs to a come nearer home, and take an account of 
''^' "^^ his benevolences to his paternal relations. 
His youngell brother (the honourable Roger 
North) was defigned, by his father, for the 
civil law, as they call that profeffed at 
Doftors . Commons, upon a fpecious fancy 
to have a fon of each faculty or employ ufed 
in England. But his lordfliip diffuaded him, 
andadvifed rather to have him put to the com- 
mon law: for the other profeOion provided 
but for a few, and thofe not wonderful well ; 
whereas the common law was more certain, 
and, in that way, he himfelf might bring 
him forwards, and alTift him. And fo it 
was determined. His lordfhip procured for 
him a petit chamber, which coil his father 
60/. and there he was fettled with a very 
fcanty allowance; to which his lordfhip macie 
a timely addition of his own money: more 
than all this, he took him almoft conftantly 
out with him to company and entertain- 
ments, and always paid his fcot; and, when 
he was attorney general, let him into a 
partnerfhip in one of the offices under him ; 
and when his lordfliip was treafurer, and 
this brother called to the bar, a perquifiie 
chamber, worth 150^. fell; and thathe gave 
to his brother for a praflifmg chamber, and 
took in lieu only that which he had ufed for 
his (ludies. When his lordfhip was chief 
juftice, he gave him the countenance 
pra6lifing under him at ni/i prius; and all 
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the while his lordfliip was an houfekeepef, 
his brother and fervant were of hisi family 
at all .meald^ When the Tdmple was but-nt, 
he fitted up a little room, and ftudy in hi& 
chambers in Sericant'sJnn, for hi^ brother 
to manage his Irnall afFairf^ of law in^ and 
lodged him in his houfe till the Temple was 
built, and he might fecurely lodge there* 
And his lordfliip was pleafed with a back 
door in his own ftudy, by which he could 
go in and out to his brother, to difcouf fe of 
mcidents; which way of life delighted {ii& 
lordfhip exceedingly* Andy what wa^ rfiore 
extraordinary, he went with his Iprdflfjip in 
his tfoach cbnftanfly to and from the courts 
of niji priris at Guildhall, and W^ftrainfter. 
And, after his. lordftiip had the great (eirl, 
his brother^ praftice (being theri maddf of 
the king's counfel^ and cofflirtg within ttie 
bar) encreafed exceedingly, and, in abdut 
three years time^ he acquired the better 
part he.afterwards was poffeflTed of. At that 
time, his lordfl^iip took his brother into his 
family, and a coach and fervantsi afligned 
him out of his equipages \ and all at rack - 
and manger, requiring only 20o/. a year; 
which was a trifle, as the world went theft. 
And it may truly be faid that this brother 
was as: a fliadow to him, as if they had 
gtown together. And, to fhew his lordfhip's 
tenderneis, I add this inftance of faO:. OriCe 
he feemed more than ofdinarily diQjofed to 
penfivcnefs, even to a degree of Mttlancholy, 

u 2 
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His lordfhip never left pumping, till he 
found out the caufe of it : and that was a 
refleftion what fhould become of him, if he 
fhould lofe this good brother, and be left 
alone to himfelf; the thought of which he 
could fcarce bear; for he had no opinion 
of his own flrength, to work his way through 
the world with tolerable fuccefs. Upon 
this, his lordfiiip, to fet his brother's mind 
at eafe, fold him an annuity of 200/. a year, 
at an eafy rate, upon condition to re-pur- 
chafe it, at the fame rate, when he was worth 
5000/. And this was all done accordingly. 

O &prct/tdium & dulce decus meum. 1 

Bounty lobis His lotdfliip had two brothers, merchants, j 

brother and was very indulgent to them both. Of I 

Mounugu. the firft, which was Dudley, we have fpoke j 

already. The other brother, Mountagu, >i 

from a mercantile education, was fent out j 
to be fa6lor alfo at Smyrna, and his lordfhip 

made him the like loan, as he did his bro- ■ 

ther Dudley before; but, for his encourage- i 
ment in trade, he put 1000/. into Dudley's 
hands to trade for him ; to the end that his 

brother Mountagu might have the benefit - 

of the faftorage. But, at length, this J 

method was found inconvenient, and like to 1 

make a great perplexity in accounts ; or ra- - j 

ther not confonant to the rules of the tj 

Turkey company ; for free merchants ought l 

not to trade for others not free. Therefore ^ 
the account was turned into an imprelt i 
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intereft, and reflitution, by a due re-pay- 
ment of the fame, was made accordingly. 
And, as money yielded in thofe parts, a 
loan from England of looo/. was a penfion 
of value in Turkey. 

Thus much for his lordfhip's brothers. It procured » 
remains to fhew him no lefs fuccefsfully '«aich forii» 
benevolent to his fifters ; of whom only two, l'i^^"f 
Elizabeth and Anne, remained unmarried. 
His lordfhip's father defigned fome fkirts of 
his eflaie to be fold, to raife 1500/. a-piece 
for their portions ; but, no profer falling, 
the land was unfold. His lordfhip, by 
means of his acquaintance in the Lord Grey's 
family, found an opportunity to bring for- 
ward'a match for the younger of his lifters, 
Elizabeth, with Sir Robert Wifeman, a 
civilian, and dean of the arches. And this 
was through Mr. R. Grey's wife (Ford) 
who, having acquaintance with, and being 
much refpeaed by the knight, never left 
till, through decent fteps and formalities, 
the match was made ; and his lordlhip ad- 
vanced the portion. He was an old man, 
but very rich, and withal a moft juft and 
good-natured perfon. He made no other 
iettlement than, by a bond to leave her 
portion doubled, and faid that, 7/ not being 
prudent to exceed the ordinary medfure in 
thofe cafes, he would do no more; but he would 
not have it thought his intentions were confined 
to that. After diverfe years living very 
happily together, this gentleman left her. 



394 THJE LIFE or THE LATE ' 

at hi$ deaths near twenty thoufand pounds. 
And it was egregious to obferve the more 
than brotherly correfpondence his lordlhip 
npiaintained with Sir Robert; for he fire-r 
quently made him prefents, which he coi> 
tentedly fwallowed, and advifed him in his 
money matters; and not feldom, when he 
fci-upled venturing to fhare in fecuritics, 
his lordfhip took his money and paid him 
the intereft. All which, together with 
frequent iatercourre of vifits, and friendly, 
I may fay learned, converfation, for both 
were judges in their refpeftive courts, kept 
the old man in good humour, ending as I 
have hinted. 
Like for the His lordfhip was no lefs difpofed to pro- 
eideft, both cure a fettlement for his eldeft fifter, who 

honourable %j« i r r\ r i-ri 

andadvan- "^0* m that relpett, lome duadvantage ; 

tageous. gnd feeing that could not be done on a fud* 
den, and m the mean time (he was left alone 
without company, her parents old, and 
feldom vifiting, he contrived to cafe her 
mind^ and to make her life more comfort- 
able. She had a great dread of being left 
to any dependance on her elder brother, 
which added to the irkfomenefs of her foli- 
tude in the country. His lordfhip, who was 
an artift at obliging, prevailed with his 
parents that fhe might be with him, and 
keep his wife company; and he preffed alio 
that, fince fhe had lived fo long fingle, aod 
that there was but a doubtful profpcft o£ 
any match fit foi? her, his lordfhip would put 
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iDto her own hands that fortune he intended 
to give her ; and, to make all eafy, he would 
become purchafer of thofe eftates that were 
the fund for raifing thefe portions, and 
clearing his father of all debts on that ac- 
count. The old lord admired the generofity 
of his fon, and confented to all; but, in (lead 
of 1500/. he would put into her hands but 
1 200. Hereupon (he was removed to Lon- 
don, and lived with the Lady Frances in all 
the content that fhe was capable to enjoy. 
But, as old folks are apt to be jealous, fo 
this good old lord fufpefled that his fon 
Frank intended to make his fifter pay for 
the board of her and her fervant ; which 
never entered into his thoughts. But when 
he heard that all was gratuitous, he was 
extraordinarily pleafed, and folemnly re- 
turned his thanks to his lordfhip for his 
goodnefs to his fifter. 

It was not a little propitious that this lady The match 
was fettled under fuch an horiourable pro- treated. 
teftion, as (he had by hei brother in London, 
who, having her fo near at hand, might 
better conduft any propofal of a match for 
her, (if any fuch came m the way) than if 
fhe lived remote from him in the country. 
It fell out that, by means of one Mr. Henry 
Parker, related by his match with one of 
the Hydes, a propolition was made to his 
' lord(hip for a match of this fifter with the 
onlv fon of Mr. Robert Foley of Stourbridge 
in Worcefter(hire. The father was, by 
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contraft, ironmonger to the royal navy. 
That name and family founded nch; and 
this branch had its fhare» but declining, as 
I fhall {hew. His lordfhip joined and treated 
for 1500/. portion, and a jointure of 400^ 
a year. The old father fancied that a friend 
at court, fo confiderable as his lordfhip ifasi 
might be ufeful, which, together with hb 
lordfhip's fkill in dealing with fuch a touchy 
fpark, drew a full confent to alK The youi^ 
man was every way acceptable, and, left to 
himfelf, would not have chofen one that vas 
fifteen years older than he was. But finding 
that his father, by negligence, fottifhneis, 
and defperate projefts, was in a fair way to , 
utter rum, he was glad, upon any terms, to 
get the eftate fettled ; wherein he confideied 
wifely, as, in confequence, plainly enough 
appeared. In fhort, the marriage vf^S 
folemnifed; and his lordfhip ordered, not 
only a fumptuous dinner but, a copious 
fupper at night, and all the near relations, of 
quality, were invited; which, in all refpefts, 
appeared mofl generoufly kind and honour- 
able. The new married couple lived many 
years very well together; and, as old as (he 
was, fhe had many children, lived to fee 
them men and women, and, having outlived 
her hufband, at her death, left them all in 
good circumflances. His lordfhip, finding 
his fifler's family encreafe fo fafl, came up 
to his brother Foley, and, fmiling, Yw 
fee now^ faid he^ (as he was always fiaice* 
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tious) Xi)hat comes of marrying a young 
wife. 

This lady, with fo little appearance, in By loans. 
truth proved an overgrown fortune to her ^^("^jp^j"' 
hufband ; for his lordfliip, for the mofl: part, jhe prov«<l « 
while the old father lived, kept them in liis grewfortunf, 

houfe; for the prefent maintenance was . 

flraight. He was made martial in the cir- J 

cuits, which brought in pence: and, after 1 

his lordfhip had the great feal, fecretary to I 

the prefentations, worth (honeftly) near I 

300^. a year; and he lived all the while, with I 

his family, at rack and manger in the houfe. I 

But what funnounted all, was the aiding J 

him with his purfe, as well as advice and I 

countenance, in working through a mofl I 

perplexed adminiflration of his father's per- I 

renal eflate. The old man died without a I 

will; and his great dealings, ofdiverfe kinds, I 

all in confufion ; and it was very queftionable * 

whether all he left, when got in, which might I 

amount to about 10,000/. would ferve to j 
clear his incumbrances, which were fufpeft- - 1 

ed to be as much or more. The aflets were I 

of diverfe kinds, fo me legal, others equita- I 

ble : but the debts moft by bonds and I 

counter-bonds, and the creditors all in hafte J 

to be paid. So that it was a dangerous I 

undertaking; and moft of his relations, who, I 
by counter-bonds, were his greateft creditors, 
were of opinion he (hould renounce; and 
then, perhaps, the adrainiftration would fall 
into their hands ; and, by that means, they 
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would be fecure themfelves. But his lord-. 
fliip encouraged him to take upon him the 
adminiftration as a duty to his father, and 
honourable in itfelf ; and (hewed him that, 
taking a right courfe^ he would be no lofer; 
and he determined accordingly. The dan* 
ger lay in an unhappy point of law: for if 
two plene admnifiraxnts are tried at the fame 
affifes, the aflets found at one trial, will not 
be allowed in the next for a difcharge of fo 
much. This made the creditors all fly at 
him at once, each ftriving to get the ftart at 
law. The advice, in this furious cafe, was 
that he fhould, in the firfl: place, confds 
judgments to his kindred for the penalties of 
their counter-bonds, and plead thofe judg* 
ments to all other a6lions againft him, witk 
a non affets ultra; and fraud could not be 
replied, becaufe there was a real debt at the 
bottom of each, though not fo much. By 
this means he covered his affets from being 
tormented at law ; and then, by a bill in 
chancery, he called all the creditors together 
to prove their debts, and take what the court 
fliould order; and withal exhibited an ac- 
count of all his affets, pretending no advan- 
tage to himfelf, or partiality to any. The 
creditors, feeing this fair proceeding, rather 
than to conteft accounts, came to terms, and 
agreed to take (hares, and inftalled times of 
payment. This gave him time to turn him- 
felf, and to make the bed: of his aflfets ; and, 
in the mean time, his lordfhip, upon foch 
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FecUFity as he could give^ laid down all the 
money as the creditors called for it, and 
took, from his brother, the money as he 
could raife it ; and, in the end, made an 
account of interefl; in and out, as the method, 
in fuch cafes, is; and fo, with above 500/. 
ildvantage in his adminiftration, perfedly fet 
him clear. Such a felicity is a friend at 
need : and what a generous principle is it to 
be fuch a friend, when alio good counfel 
and found judgment of fafety concur? 

I have here fhewed how an half-decayed Note of the 
&mily, with a numerous brood, and worn- ^^^^^y ^^^' 
out eftate, of the Norths, by the aufpicious lordrhip one' 
cbara6ler of one child often, was re-edified; often chii- 
and ail the reft lifted into the world with **''^"- 
wonderful fuccefs ; and no one of the whole 
pack mifcarried, or were not in all refpeds 
(the eldeft excepted) mutually helpful and 
afl&fiant to each other ; and none of them 
tainted with any vice or diflionour, nor the 
l^aft favour of diflFcrence, or feud, found 
amongft them; but, from the firft to the 
bft» tliey maintained their fraternal amity 
and correfpondence inviolable, I fay (not 
derogating from the influences of a virtuous 
parcntele) moft- of all thefe felicities were 
derived upon the patronage of his lordfhip, 
'who may juftly be ftyled the 

ColumenJamiliiB &fajligium domus. 

. But now we difmifs the family, and ad-ofChari^^ 
vance to his lordlhip's benevolence to others. Crompton 

and his eftate. 
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There was a young geodeman, known by 
the name of Charles Crompton, he was bred 
up by Sir Henry North of MildenhaU, and 
(hrewdly fufpecied to have been his natural 
fon. A wilder charat^er of a man never 
was known; but, withal, he had fome ex- 
traordinary talents, as indullry, for example. 
If he fancied to write out a book, he would ' 
fit at it as a hen upon her nefl, and deliver 
it with fcarce a fully or blot in it. He ha,d 
an inexhauftible vein of artificial nonfenfe, 
and, at any time, if defired, would write a 
letter of fuch incomparable ftuff, as, from 
a poet, would have palfed for wit. He had 
a good eftate in Yorkfhire, and as foon as 
he was of age, he repaired to London in 
quell of thofejoys which young heirs dream 
of to be had there. He was foon fcented by 
the Voltores and Corbaccios, who had fairly 
begun to pluck him; but he died before his 
eftate was half eaten. His cuftom was to 
vifit his lordfhip with view of borrowing; 
and his lordflilp was diverted by his amafing 
extravagances of difcourfe, and frequently 
lent him fmall fumsupon his notes; but not 
without the fuperfluity of good counfel. He, 
not only diverted but, inftrufted his lordftiip 
in all the rakery and intrigues of the leud 
town; and his own follies were his chief 
fubjeft to rally upon, as he- did with moft 
lively defcription and wit: particularly his 
being cheated of his- beft horfes brought up 
_to him from the North, and bubbled into' 
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m duel^ which came off with an acquittance 
]figned upon the cheat's back in the field, 
^nd was the very aftion which Mr. Etheredge 
jSefcribes in his play oi Love in a Tub. His 
'lordfhip, perceiving this young gentleman 
WMug precipitoufly down hill to ruin, and 
■fliat the fcriveners had got hold of his eftate, 
t>niitted no opportunity, with argument and 
itemonftration, to make him flop his career : 
and he promifed to take his counfel, for he 
leared but two things; one was that he was 
Sir Henry North's baftard, and the other that 
lie was a rank coward, which, known in town, 
would difable him to live in it. Once, in a 
melancholy humour, he would make his 
unll, and his lordfhip muft write it; which 
lie did, and, after providing for his debts, 
lie gave all to his fiuer. But^ faid his lord- 
fliip, I hope to live tojhend it myfelf. Ay, faid 
fee, xvrite that, and add, to the wonderfiil im^ 
frauement thereof. This was done, and the 
will figned and publiftied ; by the title of which 
tbe euate is held at this day. After this, he 
kame to his lordfhip in the habit of a Lon- 
don 'prentice, and declared he was a going 
to bind himfelf to a merchant. His lordfhip 
bid him confider well, for, by his indentures, 
♦he would be bound to live chaflly. Ay, 
feid he, / have a trick for that; for I will 
'find a merchant that haiJb an handjhme wife, 
and lie with her during my time; and that will 
faue my indentures. But enough of this 
bizarr monfter, whoita his lordfhip laboured 
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ard Sir Charles had, who fohcited his money 
matters for him. He was a thinking careful 
feJIow, and all tending to the good and 
fafety of his m(Jler. Nothing could per- 
fwade him but that, if intereft: was not paid 
at the day, his mejler muft lofe his eftate; 
and, on that account, he never failed to 
bring up the intereii, and pay it half-yearly. 
How much a better man was this than a 
wit? 
Sared Sir ^ havc mentioned already his lordfhip's 

Peier Leiy's engagements of friendlliip with that great 
ti^eTy''id. niaHier of painting, Sir Peter Lely. His 
vice. lordfhip confidered, that if he, being a fo- 

reigner, (though naiuralifed) fliould die, his 
eftate, by reafon of fome circumftances, 
would go to the crown, and not to his chil- 
dren, unlefs he made fettlements, by deed 
or will, m his hfe-iirae. This Ilartled the 
good old gentleman, who begged that hij 
lordlhip would put the matter in execution 
for him ; and it was foon done according to 
his mind; and his lordfhip told him witnalj 
that he would prefent him with a trufle^, 
meaning his younger brother, that fhould; 
be worth an eftaie to him. This timely 
provifion faved the eftate. How, after his 
death, that truftee condufted the difpofa! of 
his piftures, &c. and bred up his childreoi 
was well known by the whole nation of vir« 
tuofos both at home and abroad. On the 
other fide. Sir Peier Lely prefented his lord- 
fhip with excellent pourtraits of him and 
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bis relations, which are ftill extant and of 
great value; and between them, this was 
called commuting of faculties. But it fell 
out unluckily that his manfion houle at 
Kew-Green, being copyhold of the Duke 
of York's manor of Richnaond, was not 
furrendered; fo that, for reafons hinted, that, 
for want of an heir, efcheated to the lord of 
the manor; and a courtier ftraight begged 
it, and had a promife. Upon this, his 
lordlhip's brother advanced his petition, and 
folemniy begged this efcheat ; and his lord- 
fiiip joined liis requefl: for the benefit of 
young Leiy. About this time the Duke was 
in Scotland, and his lordlhip was pleafed to 
write to Sir John Werden, then in waiting, 
to prefer his requeft to his royal highnefs; 
but, having no fiitisfaftory anfwer, his lord- 
fliip wrote to old Colonel Werden, more 
prefling and particular. Which letter, being 
very exprelfive of his lordlhip's fincerity 
and good will to his departed friend, as 
well as duty to his royal highnefs, is here 
fubjoined. 

" Sir, 

" When Sir John Werden was in Scot- LeiturK.fu.e 
" land, I defired him to prefent an humble '" hiiifini u 
"requefl. to his royal highnefs on the j^^lj ' ^"'"^g". 
" behalf of Sir Peter Lely's fon. Sir John nerofuyofit. 
" was fo kind as to embrace the trouble, 
" and wrote me word that the Duke was 
" pleafed to receive the motion very favour- 

voL. n. X 
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'' ably, but deferred to determine any thmg 
^* upon it, until he had an account of the 
'* thing from Sir Allen Apfley. I fpokc with 
•• Sir Allen, who gave me the moll fpecious 
** prCinifes imagmable; but, not hearing 
** lince that the matter is any \vay advanced, 
*• it is my defire that you would be pleofed 
•• to renew my fuit to his royal highnefk 
•♦ The cafc% in ftiort, is this. 

•' Sir Peter Lely purchafed of one Mr. 
'< Mountney a fmall copyhold of 19/. per 
'* ann. It was holden of the Duke's niaoon 
•' After the iUrrender, and before any court- 
** baron^ he died; fo that he was never 
^^ admitted tenant to it. Sir Peter's fon, 
^ being born before marriage, cannot, bjr 
<* our Iaw3 inherit, though he be legitimate 
** by the law beyond fea; and Sir Peter 
*' could not fettle it upon him, as he did his 
•' other eftate, becaule he was not admitted. 
" Hereupon the fon cannot claim it. But 
** whether Mountney (hall keep it, or it be 

efcheated to the Duke, may be a queftioo. 

Mr. Mountney gives his pretences to the 
" child. The truftecs, for the child, are 
*' very fenfible how indecent it will be for 
" them to have a conteft upon the Duke's 
'' title^ and defire by all means to avoid it. 
^ I have advifed them to fubmit to his royjl 

highnefs; which I make no doubt theiy 

will do, although they tell me they have 
^* learned mens Opinions that it is ncdbhtitt 

^ Now, fir> wnereas there be two fines 
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due upoQ this ^flt^tc, viz. one upon th« 

purchafe, another upon the death of Sir 

Peter Lely, which fines, I ftippofc, will be 
f* let at fifty pounds, qt underi if his rx^y^l 
^^ hi^hnefs will command his ileward to fet 
^^ twice a$ much ^ oth^rwife the {ines will 
** com^ to<, it will be very gracious, 

^' ft is my earned de/Tre th?t th? Duk^ 
^' would be favourable, and not look upoi) 
** the thing a$ fprfeii^ and the favour wil| 
•* b? *Qknowledged as if it were* I wifti I 

could be thought to merit fuph a boon; 

but nny fmali fphere gives me oq capacity ; 
^^atid indeed I already owe all I have to hj^i 

royal highnefs's favour^ apd {h^e^re i^wg 
"^^ all I c^n do to fer ve him ; from whi/c:!^ t 
'^ ihall pever be diverted by fe^r, pr apy 
** other coniideration. 

Sir, I ought not to think that I hav^ 

troubled you too long, coofidering I have 
'^ anpthf^r favour to beg of you^ which is 

jt^t yx)\x would be pleafed, at your leifure, 
** tp let me know if I may hope for fuccefs- 

3y that, and your pardon for this trouble, 

ypu will e^ctremely oblige, <&c." 
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i have given this letter iq the very words, 
becaufe, if it is well conlidered, it will appear 
to be <Jai>did, refpeftful, and, fpr the j)ur*r 
jpofe, charming;. But this infiance verifies 
tk^ opinion ibme had .of his ]ord(hip, thac 
ii^ w{is DO cour4:ier,; for when did finy Ugck 
fiy»rip(^Qd their own int^reijt in prpquring 
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I lefs when i 
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a friend ? 
is for a child, on account only of friendfhip 
had with its deceafed parent, whence no 
return is to be expetled but the confcience 
of having done a generous aftion. 
ufed means His lordfliip endcavoured to preferve a 
livelihood to a poor woman : it was one 
Mrs. Jackfon who had a family, and fell 
under the milery of having her hufband 
hanged foT coining; but upon the teftimony 
of perfons worfe than himfelf, and, confider- 
ing the officers of the mint, and the trade 
fome of them drove at that time, as like to 
be fajfe as true. After his lordlhip had 
done, what he thought reafonable, in his 
own perfon, he feconded the difpofition of 
a friend by inftruftions, of which I find a 
copy under his own hand, which is as 
follows. 

" One Jackfon, widow of 

" Jackfon, who was executed at Tyburn for 
" coining, petitioned his majelly for a grant 
" of her hufband's goods for her fubfiftence. 
" I moved the king in her favour, and the 
" king referred her petition lo the lords of 
" the treafurv. 

*' Her hufband was a very ill man; but 
" her friends are very loyal and good; and, 
" for their fakes, I was defirous her hufband 
'■■ might have been pardoned, which had 
" been moved by the Duke of Albemarle. 
" But becaufe the profecuiors were the 
" officers of the mint, and the crime was 
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' rife, it was thought a pardon would have 

* done great prejudice to the public. His 

* cafe was this. 

*' A fellow was accufed for clipping who 
' had no way to get off but by accuGng 
'others; he accufed this man, (who had , 
' been one of his companions in roguery, 
' and lent a room to work in, and fold filver 
' for him) but denied at his death that he 
' ever joined in clipping with him (as he 
' fwore at the trial) and this man was bound 

* over, but, at the fedions, had nothing to 
' fay againfl: him; whereupon he was dif- 
' charged. For fear of this, the witnefs 

* gets him taken up again, and, though he 

* faid nothing againft him at the former 

* feffions, now he preferred an indiflment, 
' and fwore fo fully that he was convitted 
■' and hanged upon it. 

" He denied the faft at his death, though 
'* he confefTed many ill things againft him- 

* felf; and, which is very obfervable, the 
" witnefs was committed afterwards for 
" ftealing, and was hanged himfelf. 

" After all this fet down, I hold no argu- 
" ment ought to be made with fuch a re- 
" fIe6iion on the proceedings of juftice; but 
" the only argument will be that her friends 
" are very loyal. She was a gentlewoman 
" of a good fortune; and it is but a fmall 
" matter that is left ; and it would be hard 
" fhe fliould be utterly ruined when her 
' friends had intereil enough to have got 
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" her hufbafid's pardon, if the ftcample of 
" the public had not been concerned. 

" It need only be Paid I recommended if, 
" unlefs the particulars are afked." 

What was done in this matter, is not ndiV 
material to be known. The defign of thiiJ 
paper was to get a favourable report frorti 
the ireafury upon the woman's petition. 
The whole tenor of it fhews a jufl: and com- 
ftalTionate mind, and judicious exprelTion; 
For which reafon I have given it in the very 
Words, for no epitome is fufficient. 

I think it is of fmail moment to give an 
*i account of fome pecuniary benefaftions, aS 
;: to Trinity colle^ library in Cambridge, 
' Trinity college in Oxford, and the parifli- 
church of Harlow, and fome others, becaufe 
they were not great. It is enough to fay 
that his lordfliip was a noted encouragcr of 
all learned foundations, focieties, ana per- 
fbns; and moll of all, the conformable clergy 
and their dignified fuperiors. He nevef 
railed to do them juftice; w^hich being their 
due, no thanks to him ; but only as it was a 
ftrfiin of popularity to do them wrotig. He 
revered their order, and advanced, rather 
than (layed to be importuned for his afts Of 
benevolence and advices. He ufed to dif- 
courfe familiarly with them, and communi- 
cate his fchemes, as he thought might aid 
their underllandings, in the conduft of their 
common concerns. And he ufed to take a 
freedom wafk their thoughts in queftiomof 
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Jiiftory, theology, and civil law. He advifed 
them to ftudy more of the common law 
than was ordinarily found amongft them. 
He had a great refpeft and value for the 
incomparable Dr. Hicks, fometinie dean of 
Worcefter. His lordOiip had knowledge of 
him firft at the Duke of Lauderdale's, where 
he attended as domeftick chaplain. He was 
a truly venerable, learned and pious chrif- 
tian minifter, of a primitive fpirit, patience, 
an^ refolution. In his ftupendous work, 
entitled, Thefaurus Linguarum Sepuntriona' 
Hum, &c. in his preface to his grammar, 
franco Tbeodfca, fol. 8. he gives this tefti- 
roony of his lordlhip's goodnefs to the 
clergy. 

Ante fedecim, aut eo plus, annos, vixit 
vir ampliirimus fapientilfimufque, & fui 
temporis jurifconfultus fine pare maximus, 
Francifcus Dominus North, Dominus Guil- 
ford, Carolo 2". & Jacobo 2°. R. R. Angliat 
magni figilli cuftos, qui me multum & 
familiariier utebatur. Itaque multa ab eo 
prudenter difputata, multa etiam breviter & 
commode difta memoria: mandabam, ut qui 
fieri femper ftudcbam illius prudentia dodior. 
Is autem, cum faepe multa narraret, turn 
prieclare memini domi in ccenaculo feden- 
lem, cum & ego efl'em una, & pauci fami- 
liares, in fermonem de proceribus facerdotii 
incidifTc; in quo epifcoporum vicera mag- 
iiopex^dolebat ver jnaxiraus ; utpote quorura 
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authoritatem, diu in fenatu labefaflalam, 
turn ferme jacere dicebat, ex eo quod ad 
rotulorum parliamentariorum ftudium, con- 
, tra praedeceHbrum fuorum, qui in anterio- 
ribus faeculis floruiflenr, minime animos 
appuliflent. Memini etiam fcpius audivifle 
ilium vehementer hortari egregios e clero 
viros, turn qui fafti epifcopi erant, turn quos 
ad epifcopatum deftinatos efTe fciebar, ut in 
rotulorum iftorum ftudio, quas fenatoriarum 
rerum quafi biblia appellabat, nofie dieque 
fe exercerent. 

In Englifh to this effefi : 

About fixteen years ago lived that great 
and wife man, and the ableft lawyer of his 
time, the Right Honourable Francis North 
Baron of Guildford, lord keeper of the great 
feal to King Charles and King James the 
Second. 1 nad the honor of being one of 
his particular acquaintance, which gave me 
frequent opportunities of treafuring up in 
my memory many of his inftrufling dif- 
courfes, and no lefs excellent fayings ; which 
I never failed to do, being ever defirous of 
gathering from him wherewith to add to 
my own ftock. But I remember once in 
particular, that this noble perfon, whilft he 
was fitting in his parlour with only myfelf 
and a few more of his friends, took occafion 
to enter into a difcourfe of the prelates of 
our church ; wherein he exprefled great 
concern for that order; in regard that the , 
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reTpefl, formerly paid them, after having 
l>een upon the decline for thefe many years, 
was now almoft quite laid afide; which he 
attributed to their neglefting to ftudy the 
parliament rolls, contrary to the cuftom of 
their predeceflbrs in former times. I have 
likewife often heard him earneftly recom- 
mend the ftudy of ihofe rolls to fome of the 
greatefl: divines, as well thofe that were 
already bifhops, as thofe whom he knew 
were defigned to be made fo; becaufe he faid 
that, as to all parliamentary tranfaftionsj they 
were a very bible. 

So teftifies this great man, who cannot be 
accufed of flattering a perfon then dead. 

There are many palfages, in the current Eneraytwail 
relation of his lordlhip's life, which mi^ht P'-'y"'"" 
rail m properly here; as the conitant war harpiw. 
he maintained againft all monopolifts, pro- 
jeftors, and other deceivers of the people; 
but, being of a public quality, I have not 
drawn them down in this place : only I muft 
add here, as a negative benevolence, if I 
may, with refpeft to the actions of fome 
others, fo term it; that, when forfeitures of 
goods and eftates flew about at court, and 
the harpies continually begging them, his 
lordfliip never had a thought of profiting to 
himfelf out of the misfortunes of families, 
as when the Lord R. obtained the Lord 
Grey of Wark's eftate, and the Lord J. that 
of Prideaux, &c. but, on the contrary, as 
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in the cafe of Jackfon, where he faw reafon, 
inclined to alTifl: the miferables: and once, 
when his lordfhip interceded with King 
Charles the Second for his favour to one 
that was obnoxious ; It is very Jirange, feid 
the king (moft facetioufly) that every one of 
my friends keeps a tame knave. 

Let us now retire with him into his family, 
and fhew wliat he was in his private charac- 
ter, and how he pafTed his time when at a 
diftance from the public ftage; and there 
fhew him a no lels indulgent mafter than, 
as we have before demonltrated him to have 
been, a mod ferviceable friend. 

After the death of his lady, his lordfltip 
parted with his houfe at Hammerfmith, and 
paffed much of his vacation time at his great 
houfe in Wroxton; where he had ulually 
with him his two brothers (one of the three 
being not then returned from Turky) and 
his lifters, with their appurtenances, a com^ 
^any which he flyles in one of his papers* 
Societas exoptata, or the company he was 
niofl: defirous of. And thofe henever cared 
to be without when he rrtight have them. At 
London, they tell itito a curfory good fellow* 
fhip, I mean in a civil fenfe; for, every 
Thurfday night, the- meeting was at Sir 
Dudley North's in the city, and, on Sunday, 
with his brother at his chambers in the 
Temple; but, at his lordfhip's, almoft every 
day. Which felicity had' no allay until the 
appointments were known, and then forac 
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friends at large would find them out, which 
was not fo well. 

In the country, his lordlhip entertained 
himfelf with fetting his great houfe in order; ■ 
and although he was afraid of building, left ] 
he might find himfelf engaged in over ex- i 
penfive undertakings, yet he ventured upon 
a large order of ftabling, very ftately and 
convenient ; and he built from the ground 
a withdrawing room and back ftairs, and 
finifhed up the rooms of ftate, as they were 
called, and Ihaped the windows, which, 
before, had made the rooms like bird cages. 
He never would hearken to any defigns of 
waterworks, or gardening, although the fitu- 
""lon was hilly, and, in fome refpefts, very 
tViting. But yet his brothers were always 
mcafuring and mapping; and thefe model- 
lings pleafed his lordthip to look over and 
wrangle with them about. 

He was a very indulgent mafter to his 
fcrvants, and never parted with any but for 
knavery (when it appeared to him) and of 
that I knew but one inftance; but that was 
a flagrant one. When he was folicitor 
general, he took one John Zacharias Smarth- 
wait, a fellow of good addrcfs, and creditable, 
and made him his chief clerk. When the 
town of Taunton-Dean renewed their char- 
ttty this forward fellOw got to be employed 
jft it : he impofed upon their croiulityj 
pt^tending much fervice by his attendance 
Mr. Attorney, and, in the end, cheated 



His lh'.uj;ht 
of buil.ling 



t 



Hi<< iiidul- 



S16 



His laHy'i 
good-""'"'"' 
and teiider- 



THE LIFE OF THE LATE i 

them of 200/. His lordftiip neither allowed ! 
nor knew of any fuch trading; and it no 
fooner came to his knowledge, but he drove ' 
him away as an infeftion, leaving him to the ' 
town to worry as they thought fit; but he ] 
was fecure in being worth nothing. How- 
ever they had a revenge; for he died a 
beggar, and crippled with the pox in White- 
Fryers. His lordlhip's indulgence to fer- 
vants cofl; him very dear; for moll of them 
were but eye-waiters, and diligent only for ; 
fear of lofing their places, otherwife negligent 
and wafteful. And he ufed to complain 
that he could not turn away an unprofitable 
fervant, without being urged as if he went 
about to ruin the fellow. j 

His lady had much of the fame gooil , 
nature, and did all fhe could that the 
old fervants might not think {he wrought 
any thing prejudicial to them; and when 
his lordfhip mentioned any defign of reform 
amongft them, {he would fay No; for then 
they would be worfe than they were hefore, : 
She had found out when her hufband had' 
any trouble upon his fpirits; and (he would! 
fay, Come, Sir Francis, (as {he always flykjjf 
h\\n)youJha/l not think ; wemuji talk, and ie 
vurry, and youjhall- not look upon the firt as 
you do. I know fomething troubles you; and 
I wilt not have it Jo, With many fuch 
obliging importunities, fhe put him out of 
his dumps. And thefe kind forms never, 
offended Mim, as morofe perfons are ofte 
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offended ; but he correfponded with chearful 
and engaging replies. And, on the other 
fide, he was always tenderly concerned for 
her in all her ficknefTes ; fo that her infirmi- 
ties were not of one, but of two. And he 
always confulted and conferred with her 
phyficians about her regimen, in order to 
better health. And, in the furnifhing her 
with jewels, plate, or furniture, he always 
complied with her defires; which, circum- 
ftances confidered, were not at all unrcafon- 
able. 

After a competent time, his lordfhip was Hislordihip'* 
not without thoughts of matching himfelf ihtmg'uso* 
again; and beadrolls of reafons, j^ro and con, ' "'|^" 
prefented themfelves to his mind, which 
look up no fmall time to digell, and there- 
upon, with a clear fatisfaftion to determine; 
and, at lafl:, the negative carried it. The 
chief reafon, which he declared, was that he 
would not have two broods in his family, to 
perplex him, and endanger the bringing 
difadvantages upon his children by the firlt 
venter. And thereupon he lived a virtuous 
widower, without fcandal, and much to his 
honour, all the reft of his life. But after- 
wards, in his laft ficknefs, while he was 
drinking the waters, he fecmed to repent 
that he had not taken a wife; for then he 
thought that fuch a friend would have in- 
ftrufted him in a better regimen of health, 
as letting blood, and taking phyfick fome- 
.times, which he had not done for many 
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or, rather, prefcft of eating ; and having a 
good ftrokc of his own, was fit for the em- 
ployment. His table, which comprifed the 
fentlemen fervants, was kept in good order ; 
ut the inferior fervants ate like harpies at 
the catch, and, to fay truth, moft fcanda- 
loufly. Thofe, whofe office it was to obferve 
diem» gave themfelves no trouble with fuch 
matters; and his lordfhip knew nothing 
thereof. What fell in his view, which was 
the butler's and waiter's offices, was very 
»ti\ performed. He had one gentleman 
waiter who was of a Angular charafterrhe^ 
»as an arrant coxcomb, void almoft of 
trotnroon fehfe, and yet the moft exquifite 
obferver of his duty in all formal refpefls. 
He was as fure at call as the door-poft. I 
never knew any one at the table look, as 
vantiagany thing, that he had not inftantly /' 

iQ his eye, and readily ferved. And to give 
Mie inllance for all, to fhcw the top .of his 
Ibrmality : in travelling, if he were detached 
upon a mefTage, he did not turn and ^ dBT « 
xiuedly, but rode before, and planted himfelf 
jBft maxing a guard till the coach went by^ 
And then m^e his devoir; as much as to 
SkY$ 1 ohferve your commands; and bafwt.ytnt 
,ffi»f monrtf With thefe obfervances he got 
lilndtt with his lord and ail the family; and 
^^VM^ as he did, of a pleurify, was accounted 
^ifttlois not eafily fupplied. His lord£bip'$ 
..^ftDrawas after dinner to retird with hb 
amoagaoy, which were not a few, fti)d of the 
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beft quality in town, into a withdrawing 
room; and the lea-table foliowed, where his 
youngeft brother officiated; and him his 
lordthip often fet at the head of his table, 
for want of a lady, to carve. His fuppers 
were in another room, and ferved in a more 
familiar way, and where his beft friends, and 
fome (painted) enemies ordinarily aflemblcd. 
And this he thought the beft refreftiment 
the whole day all<>rded him ; and before 
twelve, he retired, and, after a touch of his 
mufick, went to bed: his mufician not 
leaving him till he was compofed. So that 
never any perfon had more alTured witnefles 
of his convcifation, than he had; and if 
ever mufick was a relief to a mind over- 
whelmed with troubles, it was fo with him. 
Hiiiordftiip's Hitherto of his lordfhip's retiredments, but 
Cud«!"'' t^^^'ffly within his private ceconomy, rela- 
tions, and fervants; without looking into 
the public, and as if he had nothing to do 
there; which, perhaps, may have led us to 
■ touch upon circumftances lefs proper to be 
noted in a life of his importance. But, 
now, I muft ca{hier all ihofe matters, antl 
retire with his lordlhip into his folitudes, 
and ihew him there as he was both a moral 
philofopher, and a good chriftian, inceffantly 
labouring to improve the faculties of his 
mind, and alfo to coerce all exhorbitances 
as well of his inclinations as paflions. And 
if we find any real fymptoms of his prudent, 
faithful, and (I had alraoft faid) prophetic 
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iTL L n JT ? What ihe matter was, 
Vhy haBened? ^ ^,^j^^ occafioned this 



Eh 
ere, I cannot remember, nor, jvith clear 
latisfaftion, guefs. Probably it was the 
reform of the council, whereby the Lord 
Shaftfbury, and all the nialecontents were 
let in. Perhaps the following may explain 
it. 
- Jor that impreffions, made 1 It was ufual 
■ at Newmarket, fhould > for the perverfe 
P ■ not be removed here. J party at court, 
"when the king was to be wrought upon to 
do fomewhat crofs to the miniftry, to befiege 
him at Newmarket, where they (the mini- 
fters) did not attend, and, having gained a 
refolution, at the return, to precipitate the 
difpatch, left better advice fhould alter it. 
This feems to have been at the vernal 
meeting, and agrees with the former con- 
jefture; for the experiment was tried not 
long before the meeting of the abhorring 
parliament. 

His lordfhip follows this with thefe queries. 
Why fuch a ftir to } It was forefeen that Queriea 
oppofe petitions? 5 the parliament would """^''"'3,^' 

rr r ■ n t ■ vices of his 

be very ievere agamlt the anti-petitioncrs; e„enii<;s. 
and who fhould be moved to oppofe them, 
but fuch as were aheady obnoxious? and 
that courfe was mofl; like to expofe them to 
the fury of the parliament. And this was 
an hopeful way to have the king's friends 
torn from him. 
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Why mufl judges be com-^ This was noted 

manded to difcounte-f eirewhere;where 

nance ope, and to fhew^ it is remembered 

a diverfit}' ? ^ that the Earl of 

Sunderland (always in dark praftices) m the 

abhorring vacation, ordered the judges as 

here is queried; and, withal, to declare that 

the laws of recufancy (hould not extend to 

Proteftani Diffenters. 

Why commiffions purged > That is for be- 
upon that point? S ing concerned 

with the petitioners, or, at lead, not being 
aftive in oppofing .petitions. 
Why corporations held } Thefe oaths were 
to the oaths? S proper for officers 

in corporations ; but it was required they 
(hould be prefied upon all freemen, contrary 
to law. 

Why were commiffions •\ When the charter 
ofaflbciation prefied; fjuftices would not, 
and the bailing of the ^ as they feldotfi 
Earl of Danby ? } would, do their 

duty againfl feftaries, and feditious per- 
fons, it was urged that the king fhould 
an"ociate other juftices out of the country, 
by fpecial comminion, to fit and a6l in the 
corporation with them. I do not remember 
that any of thefe iflued; but the legality of 
them was more than fufpefted ; and ihey ' 
would have malecontented the corporations, 
having the claufe ne iniromittant, in the 
highefl degree. And, as to the bailing of 
the Earl of Danby, who lay committed 
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npon &n impeachment by the parliament, 
it was urged that it (hould be done by the 
oyer and terminer at the Old Baiiey. His 
lordfliip was of opinion it could not be 
done. 

Caufa paiet. > All thefe matters 

The reafon is plain. S were extraordinary 
and irregular, but would have been matter 
of furious blame in the houfe of commons, 
and fallen hard upon the king's forward 
friends. And that was it which his lordfhip 
underftands to have been the intent of the 
Earl of Sunderiand and others that pulhed 
them; and not a little pointing to aggravate 
his cafe in parliament. But this will appear 
more luculently in the next. 
Why muft I difcharge the-) It was forefeen 
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Jury for fear of a prefent- 
ment ; and fuch ado about 
the (heriff of London, and 



that the Igno- 
ramus jury, at 
the ifemons. 



application to difcharge [would prefent 
others after ill ex. and | the Duke of 
Rec'. put K. upon it, and I York as a Po- 
Sec. I come of that mefs. 1 pifh recufant. 
Caufa eadem. \ To prevent 

The reafon is the fame. J this, by a dif- 
charge of the grand jury, would have drawn 
an accufation ; as, for the like, the judges 
of the King's Bench, were impeached. His 
lordfliip put by this indifcreet, or rather 
treacherous, pafs, and let the prefentment 
come, and then it was immediately removed 
by a cernorari, which did not afford any 
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matter of charge. The flir about the (heriff 
of Lojidon, I fuppofe, was the order to re- 
iorm the pannel, noted in the Examen; 
which was much fqueak and no wool, but 
an impertinent contention to no profit. 
And that order was managed and carried by 
his lordlhip, and fome of the pannel dif- 
charged; which he thought of no good 
example, and deems that the Recorder 
JefTries, and the Secretary Sunderland, put 
the king upon infifting that, not being 
againfl: law, it fhould be done, and alfo thai 
thofe courtiers intended by it to heap coals 
of fire upon his lordfhip's head. 



To make eieflors take the 
corporation oath, and 
charge the judges to fee 
good juries of anti-pe- 
titioners, and fcrutiny 
afterwards. 



This of oaths was 
touched before; 
_but this brings 
it to the parli- 
ament; which 
J would have been 



termed downright packing the parliament, 
though, as to choice, it had fignified no- 
thing: for, at that time, the temper of the 
publick would not admit a choice fair for 
the crown; and thefe provocations did but 
exafperate the ill humour: and the charge 
to the jury was an egregious trapan; but 
fruflrated, as hath elfewhere been noted. I 
am not fatisfied as to the meaning of fcrutiny 
afterwards. Perhaps it intends an enquiry 
into lihe behaviour of the judges, and who 
obeyed orders, aad who not. 
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^^"This follomng paflage is fomewhat re- a remark- 
markable, and therefore I ihall infert it ^t-'' P«'^''it*- 
here. 

Mich. Sir Edward Hales, f • - . ^ 

i knight was a 

roan of florid parts, and had made fome 
undue advantage in dealing with one of the 
fons of Mr. Lechmere, a bencher of the 
Middle-Temple. This was referred to his 
lordfhip; who, finding the cafe foul on the 
part of Hales, determined againft him. But, 
at this time. Hales, though fomewhat con- 
cealed, was no better than a Papift, and had 
engaged all the court intereft, of that party, 
to urge in his favour; which gave his lord- 
fhip no fmall trouble, and occafioned this 
remembrance of him, intended to be ex- 
plained at lejfure. After his majelly's 
demife, this Sir Edward Hales declared 
himfelf a Papift, and was a bufy agent in 
managing the proje^ls of that party in Kent. 

His lordfhip had fome affairs upon his Difficulties 
hands, which were difficult to manage; and g^°^"' J*^ 
thofe he noted under the title difficilia, or 
difficulties. 

Want of Penfion. Y}^"- '% ^" ^^^^^^°" 
J ol 2000/. per annum 

more; for the Lord Nottingham had 4000/. 
per annum which, to his lordfhip, was 
fcrewed down to 2000/. on pretence of de- 
pending on the king's bounty rathA than 
bargain. And it feems he had an intent to 




THE LIFE OF THE LAT 

have moved on this head; which was a 
difficult matter for a non-courtier to under- 
take. 

Controverfy inter grands,\ This was about 
E. ofRochefter and M./the contraft 
Hallifax. DifputesamongVwith the far- 
the great ones ; E. ofRo-Vmers oftheex- 
chefterand M. HaHifax. -'cifeand hearth 
money; of which before. 

After the king's demife, and his brother 
^' James fucceedea, his lord{hip was over- 
whelmed with forrowi and however com- 
monly he was ufed to give vent to his 
troubles, and, by converfe with his neareft 
friends, cafe his mind, now, it was too full, 
and he held it in to his great oppreflion, and 
expreffeth himfelf in his memento thus, 
Ne redintcgretur flarMus, ©1 His lordfliip 



contemplatio dolorofa, & 
milus maximi (^ continui, ^ 
favor erga omnia, & torpor, 
& infomnia. 
Let me not difquiet myfelf 
afrefh with lamentable and 
melancholy apprehenfions 
of what may happen; or re- 
new thofe exceffive and con- 
tinued groans, attended with 
fear on every fide, which 
break my reli, and even de- 
prive me of my fenfes. 



faw no end 
of evils that 
impended on 
this change, 
and here tries 
to eafe his 
'mind upon 
his paper in 
this pathe- 
tic prefcrip-j 
tion. 
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Z)€ui dedit occafionem optmam,~\ This refpefts 
P ytf« minime eft negligenda; ! his purpofe 
I . folatiitm enhn ejl nimis breve, of quitting 
&ftibiio tranfit \ the feals, 

tGod has given a favourable [ whether it 
opportunity, which mull |*were upon 
.. not be let flip ; for the com- occafion of 
fort I (haii have, is but for . the king's dc- 
a little while, and will foon mife, or in 
pafs away. J the time of 

his lafl: ficknefs; when that purpofe was 
confirmed in him, and he did what he could 
to put it in execution, doth not appear in 
this paper. I am inclined to think the latter, 
and the occafion to have been his weaknefs, 
which mofl: was fenfible to him at that time: 
and then he reflefts on the confequence. 
Semper idem; otium dat obfer-\ This reflec- 
vatiffnem & pa/bit licnem. I tion is very 
Never the better; leifure >profQund;for 
does but give time to think, ^ it is a vanity 
and feeds the fpleen. - to expefleaie 

in retiring from the world; for the cafe will 
be ftill the fame. A man cannot run from 
himfelf, but his thoughts will follow him ; 
.and if he has not troubles from without, to 
divert, he will have more attention to him- 
felf; and fplenetick humour, of which his 
hlordfhip was afraid, will arife. But, for an 
inward comfort, as he was, he contrived 
this Speculum entitled. 



I 

I 
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Bene. 


Well. •l™ 


Conditio aptijima. 


His qualifications moll 1 




fit for the juftice ofj 




the chancery. 1 


Honor augens & divittce. EncreaCe of credit ai^| 




riches. 


Reverentia univerfa 


Univerfally refpefted. 


Societas exoptata. 


The defirablc compa-' 


ny of his brothers! 


\ 


and friends. 


, Negotium continuo di- Kept in full employ^ 


t vertens. 


by the bufinefs Oil 




his place. \ 


Benefcentiam exercem. Doing' good to his \ 


^^^M 


friends and fervants. J 


^^V Modejiia laudata. 


Approved modefty. ' 1 


^^B The next is a fpeculum of all the evil^J 


^^H , that may happen, 


with the apt reraediea 


^^H . applicable to them 


and this he titled fpecu- 


^^H lum magnum. 




^^^ Quid caufa ? 


What is there to make 


^^m 


meuneafy? ■ 


^^B Jnopia ? 


Satis ijuod fuff,cU, atH 


^^H 


nunquara, '• 


^H Want? 


Enough, now or never. 


^^B Onera ? 


Corpus fanum,Jst ita nterw. 


^H DiSculties? 


Sound in body, let rtrt. 


^^m 


keep my mind fo. 


^H Mefus? 


ObjeBum nullum rtifi 


^^^1 


pbantafma^ i 


^B 


Nothing but fancy to 
affright me. 
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ifamia ? 



safi 



<«> 



>ilgrace ? 



bamefacednefs ? 

iliiudoP 
otttude? 

U age? 



Nottis es, & e^peda/io 

vera. 
They knew you, and you 

have not balked their 

expedhition. 
Jrratt(mabiUs, & niigeiu 

das. 
Unreafonable, and to be 

drove away. 
Renudium amarius. 
Worfe than the difeafe. 
Levamim indiget? 
That wants fupport. 




vHis lordfhip perceived plainly that ii^ speculum rtv 
Ojirerfe party were fetting up Jeffries to {peeing his 
ijpjplant nim> and gave hiro all encourage* ^"^^*^^'^* 

L t£^ be troublefome ; which^ asbislqrd*^ 
_ tkoughtj might induce his giving waj^ 
vipake room for him. And regarcKn^ that 
iifbt ^ lordfliip wrote thiss and titled it, 
kculum alter. 

y. pavor de fenur. Thefe fecm 

t arraid of bemgin want, foroewhat.com- 

%tt* reproach pro tbrietaL parative; for 

fct'Veproached for drunk- Jeffries Was 
nefs. tainted with all 

V/JfAdgdiUen Comph thefe. 

^;Witys concerned in the 

^tfeiiiplaints from MagdaL 

His lordffiip framed aiiotlier fpeculunif 
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rerpefting a private ftate, which had placl 
in his foTiloquies, and is entitled, fpeculm 
tertium. 

Optimum retire. i After all the ad- 
Itmay be beftto retire. J vantages he could 
propofe to himfelf in his keeper's high 
ilation, a private life was fafeft and befl. 

Turbaiio bene interpret. \ Thedifturb- 
My confufion would admitf ance he found 

of a favourable interpre-^ in his attention 

tation. ^ and counte- 

nance, which is touched elfcwhere, would 
have no ill conftru£lion, as he thought it 
might have upon the bench. 
Satis quod fvffidt. } Non-encreafe of 

I have fumcient. \ wealth, no grievance 
while he had fufficient. 

Cf)ll)erf pro pojieris, '\ This great fa- 
et pofterity think of > vourite, under dif- 
' Mr. Colbert. j grace, was very 

ill ufed; and let that concern his fucceflbrs; 
as for himfelf. 

Foufuet pro prefent. ^ Difgraced alfo. 
As for the prefent, letf and dealt ill with; 

Fouquet be an exam-l but then turned 

pie. } loofe to (hift for 

himfelf. 

Quid timendum. \ Here his lordfhip 

What have I to fear? J accufcth himfelf for 

(' ufmg the inllances of thefe difgraced mini- 

fters, who afted high in matters of ftate and 

; war, and might be obnoxious. But he a£led 
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in a confined poft, and having a good con- 
fcience, and nothing of male adminiftration, 
or corruption, to be laid to his charge, what 
had he to be afraid of? 
Promotus es, & omnes iefc^us 
ante apparuerunt. i 

' jcy promoted you, andl 
iewallyonrfailings before. J 
"mfelf to be, and they muft needs Icnow 
beforehand; why did they not let him 
alone, but promote him? This lays his own 
failings at their door. 

26 Sept. 1684, lord chief -I It was obvious 

jullice of the cabinet I that this bringing 

council, much to my (Jeffries forward, 

eafe and relief, J was to prepare 

him to fucceed his lordfliip, then, by the 

rifing party, refolved to be laid afide to make 

way for him. But the king had no fuch 

thought, and, if he had lived a little longer, 

he had broke all their fchemes. I heard his 

lordfhip fay, that he took an opportunity to 

thank his majelty /or th£ eafe he gave him, in 

this pafs, as to advifing his majfjiy in matters 

of Law; but he did not fay that the king 

made him any anfwer. 

But as to the motion for pardoning all Re«r«>n» 
recufants, mentioned elfewhere, the jobb j=^^'" ''^^[.^ 
for which Jeffries was efpecially introduced, fant*. 
and which was (fingly) oppofed by his lord- 
Ihip, I find a paper in which his reafons are 
concifely expreued. 



L 
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Papills, 2 Oaober 1684. 

'* There is no need (for fuch pardon) for, 
" if they are not punifhed, they will be; 
" envied, not being flieriffs, juftices, deputy- 
" lieutenants, jurors, &c. 

" The punifhments are but three. 1. 
" Premunire. 2. Thirds. 3. Difability 
" upon conviflions. 

" They avoid the firft by bribing gaolers, 
" under-fheriffs, and bailiffs, fo that tney are 
" not in prifon. And, 2. Nothing being 
*' found, nothing is levied. 

" And, 3. They may be brought under 
" difability at the uiit of a common perfon, 

" This will difcontent the gentry, and 
" make them lean on the other fide. 

" Their hearts cannot be loft-, but fliould 
'* ferve chearfully; elfe, the whole ufe of 
" the law is loft; for they are ftieriffs, &c. 

" If the gentry are difcontented, the rabble 
" will quickly be poifoned by preachers, 
" &c. 

" And then what will force fignify, though 
" not oppofed? If they are curfed, when- 
" ever any diforder comes upon them they 
" pay for it. 

" A revolt of the leaft part, to the tem- 
" per of the people, prevails againft all the 
" reft. Any foreign war, or remote rebe!- 
" lion, will bring it. 



LORD KEEPER GUILFORD, 



I 



^BBc no more angry with"! This is a pru- 

^^•^ fuperiors for not doing I dent meraen- 

^Kr" as you advife, than they '. tofor counfel- 

^P**' are for your not advifing 1 lors of Hate, 

" what ihey would have j to keep down 

** done." J anger and dif- 

content, when their advice, though mod 

falutary, is not taken. 

In the parliament in the reign of Kingof ihe'teft 
James II. the experiment was tried whether laws and 
the commons would allow military officers J^|||j''|^"^'^,"[^'. 
to ferve without taking the tefts againfl: ihip's 
popery; which was, with a temper, refufed: 'hooghwof 
For it was offered to difpenle in particular 
(by name) but not in general. The ten- 
dency of the court was to have the tell: laws 
wholly fetafide; for which this, of the mili- 
tary men, was to have been an overture to 
let in the reft. But this refufal made it 
improbable that the parliament would ever 
be brought to it. Whereupon followed the 
point whether the parliament (hould be 
prorogued, or diflblved. The defperate 
party were for diffolving, and ufmg means 
to procure eleflions that Ihould be better 
inclined; and, if that failed, to do it by his 
majefty's authority, and Ihifting without any 
parliament at all. And what followed after- 
wards, viz. of clofetting, regulating, &c. 
the hiftories muft fhew. In the mean time, 
his lordfhip's counfel, not to dilTolve at 
prefent, but to prorogue, was taken; and 
abfolutely contrary to his counfel, the par- 
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liament was at laft drflblved* Which pafi 
was, in confequence, as matters were carrid, 
the ruin of King James II. But, in tbe 
working of thefe matters, his lordftiip dif- 
cerned plainly a defign to change the 
government. Which gave his lordOiip 
many melancholy refle6lions ; and, as hatn 
been fhewed elfewhere, difpofed him, once 
for all, to be free with his majefty, and (hew 
him his danger ; which he did, and, in a 
fcrap of paper, hath preferved his reafons 
under a title taken out of the Arcadia del 
Carpio. 

Penjiamentos meos ca- ) My thoughts walking 
minadjin miedo. ) by myfelf without fear. 

1. Queltion of right! This refers to the par- 
is moft plain. J liament, and the tncn- 

nial aft. 

2. Condemnation of ^ For all antecedent paf- 
paft aftions for>iages, as the flop of 
not doing it. ) the Exchequer, indul- 
gences, Dutch war, French alliances, &c. 
for which the faftion had formerly calum- 
niated the court, will be again ripped up, 
and charged as a continual defign of arbitrary 
power. 

3. Indifferent men lofl, > Thefe were fuch 
and thofe the gentry. \ as were not at- 
tached to the court, but followed for duty 
and public good. * 

4. They will be a torrent^ The clamour 
irrofiftible. Better an>upon breaking 
9gue than a feven 3 the triennial aa 
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The ague may mean fome difcontents and 
differences with the parliament fitting; but 
the fever is the difcontent of the whole 
people without parliaments. 

5. Old law not clear In the^ The old law 
intent, yet foundation off was that there 
the triennial aft, odious^f ftiould be a 
this is pofitive. j parliament eve- 
ry year, or oftener if need required. This 
was once fet u p to diilplve the long parliament 
whether they would or no; which the par- 
liament refented, and fent four lords to the 
Tower ; as the hiftories of the time, and 
particularly the Examen, will fhew. By 
the odious is meant the triennial aft in the 
reign of King Charles I. when, for failure 
of writs, officers, down to conllables, were 
to fummon a parliament; but, as fettled in 
the reign of Charles II. it is enafted pofitive 
for three years, without ifs or ands to colour 
a difcretionary power. 

6. How comes pofture to) This is oppofed 
be good, but by being>to the pretenfe 
in the right ? ) of the courtiers, 

viz. that now the nation was in a pofture of 
firm loyalty to the crown, and would digeft 
any thing; but his lordfhip thought that 
what right had built, wrong would deflroy. 

7. No Ilrength, nor juftice,^ Whenthepeo- 
when the people are poi-f pie fide with 
foned, and the income^ the crown, it is 
depends upon it. J ftrong againft 

fedltion: elfe that will foon grow up into 
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per to )h6 
fame iiiUnl. 
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rebellion, and the magiftratcs will be flow 
to aft, and juries will be unruly; which 
would many ways afFeft the revenue. 
8. Fa6lion will unite upon-,Se6ls, oppofite 
this point, and prefs no- j to each other, 
thing elfe; and they will > will all unite in 
have fuch company aslthis; and the 
will be hard to refift. -'loyal church- 
paarty, the nobility and gentry, will all join 
forces in a matter fb popular. 
g. This will be a ftanding-. Thegoodwill, 
topick, and a continual j loft by foi^- 
claim ; and it can never be Vbearing par- 
imputed as a favour toUiaments, will 
have it. -^ not be reco- 

vered by granting them, but remain as poifon 
in a wound which will not readily heal. 

This paper may have been out of the 
\vay; and nis lordlhip wrote upon another^ 
to the fame intent, but more explicit. 

1, Right is plain, pofitive"! That, which, 
by new law ; prevail [made the crowa' 
hitherto by being right. Jfo firm at this 

time, was the having done the people right 
as to parliaments. The people were found, 
to take part with the crown, even againft 
the parliament, when that a£led exort»<>^ 
tantly. 

2. Their aftions juftified, > But if there bjB 
and yours condemned. > differences be- 

tween the crown and parliament, and, there- 
upon, parliaments are difcontinued, tbi 
people will juftify the aftions of the parliaf 
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aient hovrever unreafonable, and allow no 
rcafon forthedifcontinuance. 

3. Torrent of the people ir- "| This was fatal- 
refiftable. Neither laws [ly proved by 
nor arms can prevail. J his majefty 

when his army revoked ; of which this was 
a prophecy. 

4. Fa6lion will unite, and> o , r 

* have all on their fide. 5 See before. 

5. They will prefs nothing^ Whatever mat- 
but this; and all other>ters of difcon- 
things mull yield. ) tent have place 

with the people, they will fay nothing of 
them, but urge for a parliament; and, that 
obtained, all other grievances will break 
forth, and no good humour to be expefled. 

6. To difToIve not difcontenti When King 
all, becaufe minor parts in Charles II, 
the houfe ; and in choofing, IdifToIved his 
they will take part; but j lafl: Weftmin- 
not to call, difcontents Iter parlia- 
every man. J ment, he call- 
ed another, at the fame time, to meet at 
Oxford ; but, at this time, it feemed not to 
be fo intended. Therefore the difcontent 
would take place as if there were to be none 
at all ; as had happened, if King Charles 
had not prevented the clamour as above. 

7. That js always rightfully? That is, the 
done, but not this. S kingmayright- 

fuUy call, or diffolve; but, fubfift without 
parliaments, he may not. 
2 2 
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Another paper carries fome farther notesj 

to the fame intent, which I fhall not omit. 

1 . Whether change the "I It was not pretend- 
government? Sup- >ed that,thegovern- 
pofe not. J ment fhould be 

changed as to laws, taxes. Sec, But this 

note Teems to fufpeft it, 



This query is 
anfwered 



Guards may 
revoh. Re- 
venue rifeth 



2. If can fubfift againfl a ge-" 
neral difcontent? Guards 
will be no real help. Re- ^the negative, 
venue difputable and tran- ^ ^~ 
fitory; not like land, but 
popular. ■ — ■ 

by colieftion from the common people. 
And, being moftly temporary, who fhould 
renew it? For it is not like land, which is 
not contentious, and is perpetual, 

3. If caufe difcontent,? That is, difcontent 
juftly, or aftually? 3 is caufcd; whether 

Jlillly or not, fo long as it is aftually fo, the 
effe« is the fame. Some courtiers argued 
that they were not to regard difcontents ; for 
there will be fuch in all governments; and 
if there muft be no difcontents, there mull 
be no government at all. But is there no 
difference between difcontents with, and 
without, juft caufe? 

4. If diffolvingcan caufe? This may be an- 
fuch difcontents ? > fwered affirma- 
tively ; for diffolving hath often been counted 
a grievance. Then the argument runs, 
why fliould you caufe difcontent, if it may 
be avoided ? 



m 
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What confequence, when? t . ui 

^, .. ^ J , -J? Lamentable. 

, the parnamentdoth meetr> 

Lamentable; refle6lion\ This anfwers 

I upon fair weather andf the former ; and 

^ fecurity. Betteranague^ when the par-Jj 

fit than a calenture. J liament meets^l 

t worft, it is but as a fit of an ague, a turivf 

of cold and heat, and then fair weather, and t 

iecurity, for a time; which is better than 

calenture without intermiffion, with danger 

of concluding in deftruflion. 

It may be thought that much, of thefe notes Reafons for 

here, might have been fpared, being dark. "if""ng 

J , ° - / ' . o ' ihefe notes. 

and the matter, m iome pomts, re- 
peated. But, coniidering that they con- 
tained the fubftance of what his lord(hip 
advifed the king, with refpeft to his fafety 
by parliaments, and the nation's peace, I 
would not drop any fyllable, that 1 found 
wrote by himfelf of the fame matter, although 
in a different phrafe. For the image of his 
lordfhip's interior thoughts, both as to 
ijnifelf and his duty to the public, are here 
Hbimed in moft lively colours; the like of 
Hftuch I have not known to appear in any 
Other written life. I have ventured to annex 
a fort of comment, but am not fure I have 
puched his intimate fenfe in all points; 
having heard him difcourfe over mofl; 
flhe public matters, I believe, I am not 
iich out of the way. 

J lordfhip began to find himfelf decay. His laft me- 
1 who could hold out long, and ftrenuous, 'anchoiy. ; 
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in fuch deluge of affairs, and all laid lo 

heart, and not, as with fome, let pafs fljght- 

ingly ? and he began to complain of 

diuurbaDceSi which he termed the upper 

flowing of his blood, in thefe words^ as his 

pen left them on a fcrap of paper. 

StirJuM fiux. fjnguims, gur* This imports 

caufam.profpicefintm; ^m more than a 

Dmt. Speculum confide, rubor in hit 

Fluxofthebloodupwards. Vcountenance, 

Qu. The reafon. Look } which he, 

for your end. God give it. ] fometimes, 

Confult your fpeculura. J thought too 

much, but fome diforder, that he found in 

his head, imputed to fuch flux upwards. 

This, as I take it, was not long before his 

fever, and, at that time, letting blood might 

have prevented it; but he always was averfe 

to that operation, and feldom or never ufed 

it. I believe here we want a fpeculum; for 

thofe, that were found, do not correfpond 

with this cafe. 

I have already fbewed that, after his 
lordfiiip had come out of his acute fever, 
and laboured under a confuming heftidc, 
he found his ftrength continually decay, and 
refolved to quit the great feal and retire, 
hoping that way to recover his health; and 
wrote to the Earl of Rocheller to procure 
him the favour of his majefty's acceptance 
of it. But the Earl put him off, defiruaghii 
lordfhip might continue keeper, and 
a fcreen to him in ftaving off the Po] 
^1 
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ork. And thereupon his lordfhip wrote 
"to him the followina; letter: 



My Lord, June ii, 1685. 

*' HAVING once difcovered to your 
" lordlhip" {his petition for leave to refiga 
the leals.) " the effeft of melancholy, you 
" may believe it ftill in my conftitution, and 
*' think what I write proceeds from it. But 
" I pray believe that, if there had not been 
" an apparent neceffity, I fhould not have 
** been fo abrupt, at fuch a time, in the 
" middle of a parliament. The truth is, 
" every night is a painful fever to me, and 
" my ftomach wholly gone ; and, having an 
" opportunity thefe holidays to do fometning 
'* towards my health, I put myfelf into the 
*' hands of a do6tor, who aflures me of a 
" fpeedy cure, by entering into a courfe of 
" phyfick. My lord, this were nothing if 
*' my ftrength would ferve me. I would 
*' defer complaining, though with hazard of 
" my life. But my weaknefs is fuch, and 
*' the pains of my head fo great, that I can 
*' hardly hold up my head. lam confident 
*' I Ihall not be able to do it many 
" days. I will be at the houfe to-morrow, 
" if I pofiibly can, to wait on your lord-. 
" fliip." This produced the leave his 
lordlhip had to retire, with the feal, to 
Wroxton, where he died, as has been before 
Related. 



^ 



Now, to conclude with a fummary cha- 
rafter of his lordfliip. He was defcended 
of a noble family, virtuoufly educated, an 
early ftudent in the law, fignalifed in his 
firft performances, preferred for his abilities; 
paffed gradually from the meanefl initiation 
of practice, through every degree of bufinefs 
and preferment in the law; court keeper, 
praaifer in the King's Bench, chief in his 
circuit, king's counfel, folicitor general, at- 
torney general, chief jullice of the Common 
Picas, lord keeper of the great feal, and 
created a baron : and, in all this walk, trod 
upon no man's heels; for he entered only 
by vacancies, and never by ungrateful re- 
moves, and was helpful, and a friend to 
thofe whom he fucceeded; efpecially the 
Lord Nottingham, who almofl: owned him 
for his fucceflbr. Whilfl he was chief 
juftice, he was taken into the privy council, 
and then into the cabinet. He travelled 
moft parts of the kingdom, as judge in tlie 
feveral circuits, and gained the friendfhip, 
I had almofl; (and well I might have) faid 
the love of the chief gentry of England, who 
afterwards fl,ood by him againfl: diverfe at- 
tempts to remove or difhonour him. And J 
notwithftanding his continual employments! 
in church and flate, and many though 
room, or rather his places, worth ■ 
for; and however, in nice 
more than human not fbmet' 
hefiood againftallasi 
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and nothing was ever found, even by the 
moft difcerning of a popular faftion, that 
would, or (with truth) could impeach his' 
fahie, probity, or honour. He lerved the 
crown fteadily, and according to law; and/ ' 

ever gave cogent reafons in public for what 
he did. No impreflion of fear, flattery, or 
intereft, did ever taint, or divert his juftice^ 
In his perfon, he was modeft to extremity, 
and yet, in doing his duty, enough afTured* 
He was a declared enemy to all pomp and 
vain glory. He was not an orator, as cora^ 
monly underftood, that is a flourifher, but 
all his fpeech was fluent, eafy, and familiar; 
and he never ufed a word for ornament, but 
for intelligence only ; and thofe, who heard 
him fpeak, though in ordinary converfation, 
had fcarce room left to aflc any explication 
or enlargement. He was a lawyer (modefl:ly 
fpeaking) not inferior to any of his time, 
and knowing in records and hiftories, not 
only of England but, in general. He was 
mafter of the European languages, as French, 
Italian and Spanifli, and had entered into 
thofe of High and Low Germany. He was 
adept in natural philofophy and mechanicks, 
and no ftranger to the mathematicks. A mu- 
fician in perfeftion, both praftic andfpecula- 
tive ; being a performer, compofer, and (in 
print) a philofopher, as to the mofl: recondite 
fecrets of that art. He was covetous of no- 
thing more than thefociety of the virtuofos 
f)f his timC; as Lely, Moreland, May, Moor, 
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Flamftead, and others of that tribe, who all 
courted him, and embraced his converfation, 
and many owned to profit by his encourage- 
ment and proteftion. He was civil and 
affable to all, and converfed, even with his 
enemies, without offence, and hated to be 
waited upon, when he might give difpatch. 
His courfe of life was unexceptionable; no 
manner of vice encouraged, nor by him 
tnown, within his walls. His diet plain, 
and meals hofpitable and profitable. His 
moft intenfe ftudy was to amend whatfoevcr 
he found amifs and amendable, where his 
employments gave him means, and a latitude 
to do it. His zeal was to do all the good he 
could to his country; and that he thought 
beft done, by fupporting the church and 
crown of England in all due and legal prero- 
gatives; and thereunto he adhered during 
all his life; and no motive whatfoever made 
him fwerve. Whatever he did in publicly 
was legal and effeftual, without any affe6ied 
luftre, or handles to fame, if he could avoid 
them. No wonder he is fo foon forgot. 
He never had, nor afked, for profit, any 
boons of his majefty; and, at the end, left 
but a moderate eftate to his children, which 
one would think {hould have been, by 
common profits, much more: but thereby 
he demondrated that corruption had no 
fhare in what he left. In fiiort, he had a 
■virtuous difpofition, orderly and regular 
courfe of life, void of all pride andaffeftation ; 
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the utmoft regard for truth and right; a 
vaft extent of flcill in the law and national 
conftitution, and knowledge of men and the 
world; the love and efteem of the beft; 
impartiality in his juftice, and dexterity in 
the forms and adminiftration of it ; fenfe of j 
his duty, publick and private, with induftry 
and affeftion duly to perform it ; he was 
patient in hearing, raodeft in determining; 
companionate in feverities, orthodox and 
exemplary in the eftabliftied church, and 
averfe to all its enemies ; for all which, he 
had a vifible temporal reward; and that is 
dying as he lived, without ftain or diminution 
of his honour, authority, or greatnefs, in 
the height of which he left the world. This 
charafter, which I have here given, is not 
out of opinion, rumour, or any means of 
fame whatever, but the refult of my own 

Eerfonal knowledge and proof; and, at the 
our of death, I can veritably fwear to every 
article of it. 
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JCQUAINTANCEy ufe of it at the inns of court, i. 7g. 
AcquUtanccy one that was forged difcovered| and 

how, i. 21 S. 
ActSf of Parliament; how his lordfliip managed, when he 

would carry any thing of that nature, !• 212. Of the 

Vetera Statuta^ iUd. 
Xiop^ Saying of his to Solon, at the court of Crcefusi ii. 1^5. 
Ainglesoft Earl of, his friendihip with Sir Peter Pet, i. 47* 
Apothecary^ Saying of him that his lordihip made ufe of, to 

the executors when they found fault with the billy ii. 318. 
Ariitocracy^ Property of it, i* 65. 
Astertiantf fome impudent ones of the fadion^ ii. 57» 
Atkins^ Judge, begins a fpeech in oppofitio'h to his Jordfhip; 

but, before he has done, comes round into the fame fenti- 
. ment, ii. 46. Oppofes him in the difpofition of a Protho- 

notary's place, ibid, 
Attornies^ Cofb not allowed them in proprium$f and why, 

i. 194. 
Aubrey^ Mr, fome account of him, ii. 251* 
AuthoTf the engagements he had to this work and the meani 

he ufed to perform it, i. 4. His method, i. 8. Why he 
^ has been fo particular in the charader of Sir Matthew 

Hales, i. 128. His apology for being fo minute about the 

matters of Bedingfield and Wright, ii. 177* His opinion 

of the root of his lordfliip's diftemper, ii. 229* His reafont 

for inferting fome particular notes of things, which hie 

lordftiip left behind him, ii. 340. 

B. 

Baker J Mr. a folicltor in Chancery ; fome account of him, 

i. 36. 
Ballast, Wharfs, fome account of them, i. 266. 
Barber, Mr. an Oxfordfliire gentleman, faying of his to a 

lady, iJ! 210. 
Barebonee, Dr. faying of his about the Lord Keeper North, 

ii. 79. 
Barometers f how they came to be fold in (hops, ii. 270. 
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Beaufortf Duke of, his princely (Bconomy, i. S55« Man 

of educating his children, i. 2^0. 
Pcdin^eldp Serjeant, Character of him, ii. I7l. 

upon to be a jikdge by his lordfhi|p, ibid» Threatened h^ 

Jeffries, if he applied to Lord Keeper iTorth, and not to 

him, ibid. Leaves my lord keeper upon that, ii. 172. 
BedlamerSf of a fort of people fd called in the North, i. 270, 
BedloCf Captain, account of his examination at Briftol, 

i* 235. His fpecches in difcourfe^ i. !237» Ibtemi pt kit 

cxpeditioD to Brifiol^ as for as it coacenMd hit ferdilupi 

i. 243. 
At/vmV, CaiUe» fomeaticovilt of it, i. 2624 
BtrHey, Lord, his conttfi with the Lord Chief Juflicto North, 

about theclerkfhip of the treafury^ u 167^ 
Mtmardi9t09^ Sir Sanuei, goes to law by himfelf in tkto houfii 

of iotds, u 103. 
Mofdtr^ of tha border commifllon, i. 269* SeVariCy #f tba 

COmroii&oherB^ U 970^ 
Brady, Dr. of his hiftory of England, i. ftSk 
Bridgman^ Sir Oitendo^ tkareder of him, i. l67« Ofkiii 

as a chancellor, il. 7^ 
Mntiol, «f that tt)wn and people, i. 234« 
Mrotuigatt^ chaplain to the Turkey coMpany; ftotj and 

charader of him, i. 53. 
Brtmskiil^ of his projc&of the green wax, i. ^04. 
BuckSf Duke of, forae account of him, i. 95- Furiotos for 

Mr. Jones agalnft Mr. North, ibid. His cafe agoioft 

Ambrofe PhiUips, ii. 130. 



Cadence^ Jack, whence a certain ferjeant got that name, 

ii» 57. . - 

Capel, Sir Henry ,^ bis anfwer to Sir Fraticis North, when 
defired to lell why the boufe of commons urged a parti- 
cular matter, for which there was no apparent reafoD, 

i. 294. 
Card, Mr. Andrew, who, i. 89. Saved Sir Francis North'i 

life, how, ibid. 

CarHale, of that town, i. 27 2. 

Cates^ advantage in the exercife of putting cafes, i. 19^ 

Chancerif, Court of, rife and encreafe of it, ii. 72. Unhappy 
cafo of a poor gentleman who was concerned in a chancery 
fuit, ii. 86. Conclufion as to thofe matters, ii. 131. 

CharacUrt, of fome particular perfons, why given, ii. 9^. 

CharUs II. his gift to the town of Lyme, i. 227. Hb juftict 
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and clemency io the proceecliugs againd thd Rye plotters^ 
i. 309* His fpeech to the Lord Chief Juflice North, to 
defire him to perfuade his brother to (land, ii. l6. Pub- 
lickly teftifies his great opinion of his lordfhip's knowledge 
in the law, ii. 44. His fpeech to his lordihip, when 
petillve upon the Woolfack, ibid^ Saying of his to the 
Lord Keeper North, when he delivered the great feal 
into his hand, H. 68. Of his prefenting a ring to Jeffries, 
ii. 147* Confequencesas to him, if the motion of JefTrtet 
about recufants had fucceeded, ii. 151. Never failed 
going to Lord Keeper North, at whatfoever time he weftt 
to court, and fenttohis Majefty, ii. 169. Began to look 
into bufinefs, and the flate of his treafury, more than 
formerly, and why, ii. 181. Impatient to have Wincheiler 
houfe tiniAied, ii. 182. How he faved himfelf from ruin, 
after fo many errors in government, ibid, Falfely acctifed 
of cruelty, ibid. His ficknefs and death, ibid. Parti- 
cular reafon againll his being poifoned, ii. 184. Saying 
of his to the Lord Keeper North, when he interceded for 
* favour to one that was obnoxious, ii. 3 13. 
CharUtorij Sir Job, hard ufage he received from JeffrieSi 

ii. 102. 
Charters, of the regulation of them,, ii. 102. 
Chiffineh, Will, who, ii. 98. 
Choice of books, i. 24. 
Chute, Chaloner, feme account and charader bf him, i. 13. 

Oave the admiflion feesto^pung Mr. North, i. 14. 
Chute, of two younger brothers, of that name, that were 

taken care of by his lordfhip, ii. 9,SS. 
Circuits, fome account of them. i. 224. 
Claypole, Mr. who, ^ 290. Of his bulinefs with the Lord 

Chief J ullice North, ibid. 
Clerkship, a proper way, by which to enter upon the fiudy of 

the law, 1. 29* 
Clerks, Six, in Chancery, defeated in their defign, when 

they made a prefent to the Lord Keeper North, ii. 246. 
Cdal, of the Candle coal, i. 278. 
Coalmines, of a drain made to one by Sir William Black^tt^ 

i. 265. 
Coffet'Houses, of the defign in putting them down, i. 298. 
Coin, fcheme for the reformation of it, firft fet on foot by 

Sir Dudley North, ii. 15. y 
Coke, Lord Chief Jullice, of his comment upon LittletQft^ 

i. 21. 
C9k€, Mr. of Norfolk, fucceeded Sir Francis North in the 
burgesfhip for Lynni at a vaft expence, i, 176. 
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Coleman^ Mr* who, i. 8^. Cotemporary and friend of hit 

lordfhip, ibid. Charader of him, ibid. 
Commonplace, of commonplacing in the fludy of the lawy 

i. 22. 
Commons^ Houfe of, whether they have a right to impeach a 

commoner capitally, in the houfe of lords, or not, iuQ. 
Company, e£fe6ls of both good and bad to young people, 

i. 17. 
Concilium^ magnum in parliamento, who it confided of, ii. /• 
Conway, Lord, his chara6ler, ii. 137* 

Copyholds, difficulties about them, i. 34. Hard cafe of 
many of them, ibid. Reafon for aboli(hing that tenurCi 
ibid. 
Cornwall, of the Corniih men, i. 233. 
Coventry^ Mr. Secretary, great credit be had in the houfe of 

commons, i. 174. 
Cotiiici/, Cabinet, original of it, ii. 133. Poflure of it when 

his lordfliip was introduced there, ii. 135. 
Counsel, how unfafe falfe counfels sre, ii. 39* 
Counsellors^ of State, memento worthy of their attention^ 

ii. 333. 
Country Keepers^ of a fort of people fo called in the North^ 

i. 270. 
Court-keeping, benefit of \t^ i. 34. 

Craven, Lord, account of him and his whifpering, ii. 50. 
Crisp, Mr. of his profecution by Jeffries, ii. 106. 
Crompton^ Mr. Charles, character and biftory of him| 

11. 300. 
Crown, its power, by law, not enough in King Charles the 

Second's time, ii. l60. 
Customs, difficulties about colleding them» under Jam. II. 

before the parliament fat, ii. 188. 
Cuts, and Pickering, account of their cafe, u 106» 



Dacres, Lady, quarrels with his lordfiiip, and why, i. 83. 

Her lady (hip's cruel behaviour to him, i. 84. 
Danbyy Earl of, impeached, ii. 2« His errors, ibid. Cafe 

of his pardon confidered, ii. 3. Whether he might have 

been bailed by the King's Bench or no, ii. 5. 
Day J (lory ofthe dumb day in Wcilminfler-Hall, u 195. 
Deggy Sir Simon, the vfew he had in dedicating his book 

to Dr. Woods, bifhop of Litchfield, i. 280. 
Delavaly Sir Ralph, made colleger of his own port by King 

Charles IL i. 266. Of a colliery of bis drowned, i. 263. 



INDEX. 

Design, of the author, i. i. and i. 1. 

Devenish, Mr. Henry, his good behaviour, whilft regifter, 

i. 82. 
Devonshire^ of their dialedl, i. 233. 
Disputartts, maxim amongfl them, ii. 54. 
Docwra, who, ii. Q^, 
Dorset, Earl of, his anfwer to' the king, who afked what my 

Lord Craven whifpered in his ear, ii. 51. 
Duke, Mr. who, i. 225. Called Spirit Pb, why, ibid. 

Entertains thejudges, ibid. 
-Duncombf Sir John, his obfervation of the lawyers, ii. 302. 
Durham, of that church and town, i. 263. 
Duty, of that upon tobacco and fugars, granted to King 
. James II. ii. 188. 

£ 

Earl, Serjeant, his way of living and keeping of his accounts^ 

i. 70. 
Edgcomb^ Mount, fome account of it, i. 231. 
Ely, Ifle of, fome account of that court, i. 7S. 
Erasmus, obfervation of his upon the Englifh lawyers, i. 185. 
Evelyn, Mr. his agreeable entertainment of his lordfhip, 

ii. 252. 
Exclusion^ bill, his lordfliip's opinion of it» ii. 8. 
Ej/evt the nature ofir, i. 77. Why K. Charles II. pro*^ 

claimed a feffigns of it, ibid. 



^actiouy Note of fome defigns of theirs after the revolution, 
i. 105. Their defign, if his lord (hip's judgment in Soam's 
cafe, had been reverfed, ibid. Short charader of them, 
ii. 2.^. Impudent affertion of theirs, about forces fent 
'into Scotland, ii* 31. Other impudent aflertions of theirs, 
taken notice of by his lordfhip, ii. 57* Ufe they made of 
the king's prefenting a ring to Jeffries, ii. 146. 

fanatiCf of fome fanatic news letters wrote by Coleman| 
i. 281. 

Einch, Sir Heneage, his anfwer to the benchers of the Mid- 
dle Temple, about the old cloifter walks, i. 25. 

Tines, of thofe of infants, i. 199. Of fome vacated for infancy, 
i. 202. Nature and antiquity of them, i. 203. 

Fittonf of him and his cafe, ii. 89. 

Flamsteady Mr. favQurs he received from the Lord Keeper 
North, ii. 253, ^ 
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FuUi/, Mr. Paul, of his teaming and notiana, i, 292. His 
behaviour in parliament, wilh regard to Lord Chief Juflice 
' Norlb, ibid. 

Forests, now neglefted, and why, i. 77< Benefit that nould 
accrue to the crown, if ihey were preferred, ttid. 



Gimernmetif, uhat care it ought to take, who are Irufted M 

judges in cafes of importance, ii. 130. 
Glyttcr, of a particular way of giving one to one's felf, ia- 

vented by Sir Samuel Moreland, ii. 270. 
Godolphin, SidDBy, his charader, ii. 133. 
Covtmors, apt to mitlake in their noliun of power and its 

coufcquenees, ii. l6o. 

H 

Hackel, Bi(hop of LitchGeld, by what meaaa he impaired hia 
cathedral, i. 280. 

Hales, Lord Chief Juflice, faying of his about Sir Francis 
North, i. BO. Why partial in the trial between CuW 
and Pickering, i. 110. His great learning and his failings, 
ibid. Hi& behaviour at trials, i, 113. Seemingly coura- 
geous, but really fearful, i. 114. Taken out of the law, 
an empty pretender, i. 115. Unfortunate in hb family, 
and whj, il>id. Open to flattery, 116. Why fo much 
cried up as an oracle, i. 118. His lordAiip's notes of him 
enplaned, i. II9. His piece of advice to the Duke of 
of Beaufort, whiltl he vias building his great houb, 
i. 260. 

Halts, Sir Edward, fhort account of him, ii. 337- 

HalUfax, Marquis of, character of him, ii. 136. 

Harbours, of thofe in the Weflern channel, i. 339, Of that 
«fPool, ibid. Of that of Plymouth, i.231. 

Hai/i, profecuted for high treafon, and acquitted byJeffrie«, 



Heraldry, what that 1 



I among the chancery uQtcerir 



Hexham, fume account of that town, i. 273. 

Hicks, Dr. ins charader of Lord Keeper North, ii.SlI 

Holt, Lord Chief Juftice, carrels a fcandalous pafliige ia ibft 

preface to Pollexfen's reports, i. 104. 
Honesty, the baft policy, i. 39, 
Huekins, Sir John, his charaAer, ii. 949< 



INDEX. 

I. 

■ 

James II. makes intereft with the Lord Keeper North, in 
favour of Fitton, ii. 90. The great affedlion he bore to 
his lordfhip, ii. 223- 

Jtffrits^ Sir George, his ill ufage of Lord Keeper No^th, 
about the Duke of Norfolk's cafe, ii. 93. Short account 
of him, ibid. Recorder of London, how, ii. 98. Duke of 
York's folicitor, ii. ^^. Carried a caufe againft Docwra, 
t^irf. Left the recorderfhip for fear, ii. 100. Aimed to 
be chief judice of the Common Pleas, againfl Sir Thomas 
Jones, ibid. Got to be chief juflice of Chefler, againil 
Sir Job Charleton, ii. 101. Contrives a fiditious great- 
nefs, to make a (hew of power) ii. 102. PuHied the quo 
warranto' Sy &ic. into abofe, ii. 103. Prevailed to have 
all the city affairs committed to him, ii. I06. Diverfe 
matters furioufly driven by him, ibid* Of his profecuting 
Mr. Crifp, ibid. Of his profecuting Rofewell, ibid^ Of 
his acquitting Hays, ibid. Pleafed with a gafconade of 
his client Verdon, ii. 109. Efpoufed the interefl of the 
£a(l India company, ii. 109* Introduced Pollexfen, ii* 
110. Rated the citizens of Briflol for kidnapping, ii. Ill* 
Saying of his to them, ii. 112. Releafed Sir Robert 
Cann with a reproof, ii. 112. Introduced Sir John 
Trevor, ii* 113. Undertook to bail the lords, but durlb 
not, ii. }15. Diverfe odd paifa^es of him» ibid. Sum- 
mary of his charadter, ii. 11 6. His ufage of an attorney, 
and a conceit of his, ii. 118. Ufage of a poor Wapping 
fcrivener, ibid, Difcovered in a cellar after the revolution, 
by that fcrivener, ii. 11 9* Made a motion for the general 
delivery of all thofe who lay under commitment for re- 
cufancy, ii. 148. Triumphed when Sir Robert Wright 
wa^ made a judge, ii. 174* Came to council drunk^ 
and inveighed againd trimmers, ii. 179. His defign of 
bringing the bufinefs of Smith and Baily before the king, 
ibid* 

Jenkins, Sir Leoline, his charaAer, ii* 127. Quits to Go- 
dolphin, ii. 142. The great value of that minifler, ibid. 
The king's affairs went backwards after he quitted, and 
why, ii. 145. 

Inscriptions, raonumentalj ufeofthem, i. 159» 

Jonesy Sir Wm. flirts at Sir Francis North, upon his 
giving anfwers in the court of King's Bench for the attor- 
ney general, i. 60* Some miftakes that might fit heavy 
upon his mind, i. 96. Reafons of the vifits he made to 
Sir Francis North now and then, i* 97. Saying of his of 
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Sir Matthew Hale, i. 11 6. Threatened for drawing the 

proclamation againil coffee-houfes, i. 298. 
Judges^ excufe for their paffive behaviour in the trials for 

Oate&'s plot, i. ^93. 
Justice^ chief of the Common Pleas,* keeper of the records 

and treafury, i. 187* 
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Keeble, of his tables to his flatute book, i. 21. 

Xemish, Sir Charley, charadler of a Welfh fleward of hi$| 

ii. 303. 
Keiling^ how he firll difcovered the Rye plot, i. 42. 
Kendal^ in Lancaihire, account of that town, and the trade 

of it, i. 276. 
Kidnappings atBriflol, what, i. 111. 
Kingf Sir John, his charader, ii. 26o. 
Knave ^ how fuch a man would go about to manage his adver« 

fary, ii. 54. 



Lancaster^ Duchy of, fome account of that court, i. 73. 

Account of that duchy, i. 277* 
Lauderdale^ Duke of, how he difcovered to the Lord Chief 

Juilice North, that the Weilminfler parliament would be 

difiblved, ii. 33. 
Law^ of commonplacing in the Audy of it, i. 20. Neceflity 

of regulations in it, i. 209. Of the repeal of the penal 

laws, \u 197. Of the tefl laws, ii. 335. 
Lawyer, ufeof putting cafes, tohira, i. 19. Art of fpeaking 

to be efpecially cultivated by him, i. 25. 
Lee^ Lady Elizabeth ; of her pretenfions to the fortunes of 

the coheireffes of the Earl of Down, i. 153. 
Xf(v, Sir Peter, of him, and his acquaintance with his lord- 

Alp, ii. ^79* 
lAhels^ of the method taken to get the better of them, i. 299. 
Litchfield^ how that cathedral was repaired, i. 279* 
Lovgueville, Mr. William, his charader, ii. 260. 
Lovelaccj Lord, his advice to his lordfiiip, ii. 28. 
Lundy^ Park, of the coal mines there, i. 26]. 
Lyme^ in Dorfetfliire, defcription of the Cob there, i. 227. 

The way of loading and unloading veflels there, i. 228. 
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Macclesfieldy Earl of, his refentment of a piece of juftice 

done bim by his lordihip, ii. 93. 
Magistrate, Hard (hips and comforts attending one that is 

upright, i. 106. 
Maintenance^ of feparate maintenance provided for in mar« 

riage articles, i. l62. 
Marriage^ his lordfhip's inducements to it, i. 145. Why the 

author, is fo particular about it, i. 144. Of the feveral 

propofitions made him, and where he fixed at lail^ i. 

146. 
Matthtws, Mr. who, i. 13. 
Maynard, Serjeant, admirer of the year-books, u 26. Of 

a comical adion he biought againfi a poor man, i. 220. 

His character, i. 222. 
Mew, Bifliop of Winchefter, his faying of my Lord Chief 

Juftice North, i. 225. 
MiddUton^ Tower, in Norfolk, . defcription of it, i. 282. 
Mindf Effeds of a diforder in it, i. 202. 
Ministry, of ftate, their intrigues when his lordihip wat 

made attorney general, i. 166. 
Money, that it never will long be wanted, nor abound in any 

country, ii. 14. 
Mordaunt, Heir of a family of that name in Bedford(hire| 

taken care of by his lordHiip, ii. 286. 
Moreland, Sir Samuel, of his ftatic barometer, ii. 266* 

His devices, and of his kitchen, ii. 269. Of a particular 

way of giving one's felf a clyfter, invented by him, 

ii. 270. 
Morton, of an hill called Morton-Pike in I^ancaihire, i« 

276. 
Moor, Sir Jonas, account of him, ii. 252. 
Mountagu, Sir William, difpleaied at his lordfliip, and why, 

i. 183. 

N ■ ' 

Newcastle, upon Tyne, why that continues a feaport (lill, 
i. 233. Some account of that town, i. 264. 

Norfolk, Duke of, his cafe againft Efme Howard his bin* 
ther, ii. 93. 

North, Sir Francis, his parentele, &c. Pref. p. viii. Nothing 
faid of him in hiftory, and why, vii. His writings how 
difpoftd, i. 9* School education, i. 10. How he prayed 
by the fpirit, ibid. Removed to Bury, i. ll. ftfadu) l^ 



INDEX. 

Colleton of the verbs neutert i* 12« Admitted of St* 
John's college, Cambridge, itid, Charader, and the 
proficiency he made in his (ludies there, ikid. Benefited 
much by one Mr. Matthews, i. 13. Admitted of the 
Middle Temple, ibid. Carried on the ftudy of polite 
literature, along with that of the law, i. 15. Ufe he made 
of mufick, iiid. Declined bad companyi i. 16. Confined 
his way of living to his condition, i. 18. Attended bis 
grandfither in the country, i. ip. Benefit he had from 
thence, ibid. Ufed commons in the hall, and putting 
cafes, ibid. Poverty made him a lawyer, i. 20. Benefit 
of Mr. Attorney Palmer's favour, i. 23. His choice of 
books, u 24. Difcourfed at night, of what he had read 
that day, i. 85. His attendance on the courts of juiiice, 
i. S0« Coaftant reporter^ i* 31. Ufed much the law 
French, and why, i. 31 . Attended the moots, M 
Applied to court-keeping, i. 32. Saying of an old family^ 
Aeward to his lordfliip, i. 33* Manag^ a law fuit' for 
his father, much to his fatisfadion. i^ 35* The like for 
his grandfather, u''S6. Vindicated from his grandfather's 
Aifptck>B$» i.*3S* Concerned in a family revolution,)* 
3p« DiverfioQS in the country, i. 45. Qiara^ier of hini 
in the firll fiage, i. 44. Went fomedmet to hetir Bu|ii 
Peters, u 47. Called to the bar, i. 47* Made no bailie 
to get praAice, i. 48. His allowance from his father, 
reduced from 6oL to 50/. a year, f. 49, His fatherV 
anfwer to his letters about it, i. 49. Carried a caufe for 
one Stutvile, i. 50. Provided a pradifing chamber, i* 
51. Lent his brother Dudley a fum, i. i2. Corirefponded 
with his brother Dudley, i. 53. Love to bis brother 
John North, i. 55. SoHcitotis about his health, i. SS*. 
His great encreafe of bufine% i. 57* Keafon why he 
took fees of his relations, ibid* Gieat intimacy nitb the 
Palmer family, i. 58. Lofs of his fifter Mary, i. 59* 
Lofs of ]VIr. Edward Palmer, i. 59* Serviceable to tbA 
attorney general, i. 60. Argued for the king againft 
Hollis, i. 61. Why no body would undertake it, i* 62. 
Made king's counfel, how, i. 62. Ufed the Norfolk 
circuit, i. 68. His condad in caufes wbilfl young, i. 7i* 
Chairman of the commiflion for dividing the fens, ibiii 
His prudent management there, L 7^- Conftituted judg< 
of the Ifle of Ely, i. 73. Demanded the cognifance of a 
caufe from Weft. Hall, ibid. Regulated the pradice of 
that courtj i. 75. Attended in the iter oq Lord Oxford) 
i. 76* In faTour with the Lord Chief Jiiftice 'Hyde, i. 73. 
Ilis art in getting credit mth the judges^ ibidm Careful 
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' to be well inAruAed, i. 81. His good advice to htAj 
Dacres, i. S3. Hia obliging carriage to her, i. 84. Hit 
Hrt in a trial about tythes, i. 85. Surprifcd into a de- 1 
bauch, and bow, i. 8S. His Recount of himfelf whea |' 
drunk, i. ^9. i Moderation in drinking, 1. 89. Forcad | 
fomeiimes to drink more than he liked, as once at Lord ' 
Sandwich's, i. 90. How he pulleil his leifure time, i. ; 
Solicitor genera], and dropped circuits, i- 92. Oppofed 
by Mr. Jones, ibid. His note of that paffage, i, 93, 
Attended chiefly at the Chancery, and wby, i. 98. N 
leAed tio opportunity of encreaTing his knowledge, i> 99* 
Read Lilileton all over every Chriftmas, and why, i. 99. 
Chief in praftice, reputation anil trufl, i. 99- Obferva- 1 
tions upon the profecution of him for his judgment in the * 
cafe ofSoamsand BeVnariUnon, i. 100. His argument^ 
printed, and why, i. 103. His notes upon the aAions of | 
Lord Cliief Jultice Hales, i. 120. Recovered an e^ate 
for St. John's college in Cambridge, i. 130. Good con^r 
veyancer, i, 132. His methi)ds of difpatcb, i. 133. , 
AtTifted a relation with his draughts, i. I3b\ Happily 1 
correAed his father's will, ihid. Read publickly upon ' 
fines, i. 139. Defired to marry, and why, i. 143. After 
feveral difuppointments, married the Lady Frances Popei 
i. 150. His iBConoroy when fytled, i. 154. Canfed 
Serjeants-Inn Hall to be rebuilt, i. 155. Caufed a drain 
to be made from his honfe to Fleet-Street, i. 156. Took 
an houfein Hammerfraith, why, iliitl. Difpofilion of hii 
cbildreii after his lady's death, i. 16O. Cliofen member 
for Lynn, at firft without oppofiliitn, t. 162. Oppofed 
afterwards by Sir Simon Taylor, i. 164. Made attorney 
general, i. 169. Great gains when attorney, i. 170. 
His money, how ditpofed of, i. 171. Loied to have a 
friend near him, whom he might have recnurfe to when he 
pleafi^d, ibid. Uneiify at his attendance at court, and 
why, i. 172. His behaviour whilfl he was in the king's 
fervice, i. 173. Improved himfelf in the knowledge of 
men, whilft in the houfe of commona, i. 177. His fir, 
luous courfe of life while fingle, and when married, i. 179. 
Friend to ftudents, and a virtuofo, i. 180. His univerfat 
inclination to improve, i. 181. Underllood the European 
languages, i. 181. Noted whatever occurrences he met 
with, worth regarding, i. 181. Marie lord chief juilice, 
i. 182. Forced to difobljge Sir William Mounlagu, i. 
183. His fenfe of the grant to Lord Berkley, i. 187. ' 
Sets up ae et'tanii in the Common Pleas, i. 190. Would 
uot allow coAs to aitunilei in jirapriums, i, 194. Again^ 
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recoveries of infants, i. 198. Vacated fome ^ fines for 
infancy, i. !202. His account of the green-«vax proje^, 
i. 205. Solicitous againd all abufes, i. 208. Concerned 
in thedatute of frauds and perjuries, .i. 209- Clearly for 
a regifler, i. 210. His reafons for it, i.«211. Endured 
no difcourfe of caufes depending before him, j. 213* His 
condu6tin trials, i* 214. His temper in dete6ting frauds, 
i. 216. Supplanted the arts of counfel, how, i. 217» 
His interefl in the Weft, i. 224-. Chofe the Weftem cir- 
cuit, and why, i. 224-. Entertainment at Mr. Duke's, 
i. 225. Much refpefted in the Wtfl, i. 226. Entertained 
by Sir Richard Edgcomb, i. 233. His letter to Secretary 
Jenkins, i. 241. Called before the houfe of comuoiis 
about Bedloe> i. 245. His cautious behaviour while 
chief juflice in the circuit, i. 246*. Dreaded trying a 
vfitch, i. 250. His entertainment at Newcallle, i* 264. 
How attended through. Northumberland, i. 272* Recon- 
ciled a feud in Cumberland, about the feilions, i. 274* 
Jiis condudt in College's trial, i. 284. Of the great ufe 
the going of the circuits was to his lordfhip, i. 286. His 
principles and converfation, i. 287. His endeavours to 
undeceive his friends, with regard to the lies fpread about 
of the king, i. 288. Caution habitual, ibid. His great 
regard to Sir Jeofry Palmer's family and friends, i. 291* 
Surprifed into a fadious dining cabal, how, i. 294. His 
opinion about libels, i. 299. Thought that Oates's plot 
might be checked by a pamphlet, i. 302. Penned foroe 
iRftrudions purfuant to that delign, i. 203. Concluded 
the plot to be a cheat, why, i. 305. Concerned in no 
tiial but that of Nat. Reading, ibid. Afflided at the cafe 
of Lord Stafford, i. 307. Penned the declaration, i. SU* 
3Made a privy couiifellor, and taken into the cabinet, ii. 1. 
His opinion of the bailing of the Earl of Danby, ii. 5. 
His thoughts of the magnvm concilium in pariiamenio, ii. 7« 
His opinion of the exclufion, ii. 8. His arguments to 
perfuade his brother Dudley to hold flieriff, ii. 16. Ills 
generous propofiiion to Sir Dudley, ii. 18. Attended at 
Guildhall during the eledion of iheriffs, ii. 20, Refolved 
fome doubts of the. lord mayor, in a generous manner* 
ii. 21. Chief pilot and condudor in iill thefu afTairs, ii« 
23. His anfwer to Mr. Soams, who udvifed him to go 
to the houfe of commons, anil give up his petition, ii. 27. 
The like to Lord Lovelace, upon the fame account, ii. 28. 
His humanity to Sir Crefweil Levinz, ii. 30. Friendfliip 
with the Duke of Lauderdale, ii. 33. Advifes the king to 
publifh a dt'clmu^tion of his reafons for the difTolutionof the 
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little Weftminiler parliament, ii. 39- His cautions to the 
king in all the examinations about the (ham plots, ii. 41. 
His prudent adminiftration, ii. 42. Difference between 
him and Lord Rocbelter, about preferring perfons, ii. 42. 
His abilities and intered at court, ii. 44. His account of 
the djfpofal of the place of prothonotary, ii. 47* Sat as 
fpeaker in the houfe of lords, ii. 49. How refpe6led at 
court, about the time he was made lord keeper, ii. 50. 
Obferved himfelf to be taken for a rifing man at court, and 
.why, ibid. Carried himfelf ileadily, as judge and privy 
counfeilor, ii. 51. Coerced all paflion, though inclined, 
ii. 52. His care when he found his paffion rifing, ii. 54. 
How he ufed to turn it off, when any thing made him an* 
gry, ii. 55. Coerced impudence in counfel, ii. 56. His 
judgment of the prerogative, ii. 60. Turned trimmer, 
how, ibid. Orthoidox^ juft, and conformable, if. 62. In 
great credit with the jury, ir'^ilil chief jullice, ii. 63. 
FriendHiip to Lord Nottingbanr ii* 64. Intelligence given 
him of his t>eiag made keeper, ii. 6ii. Reafons pro and con^ 
whether he fhould accept it, ii. 66. Determined not to 
accept, without a penfion, and why, ii. 67 • Accepted 
with a penfion, ii. 68. His paifion at the ill ufage he re- 
ceived from the courtiers, ibid. He neverthelefs created 
the king no trouble about it, ii. 69, Chancery eafy to 
him, ii. 72. Seniible of the evils of that court, ii. 73. 
His method of introducing his amendments into the court 
of Chancery, ii. 75. Retrenched motions for fpeeding and 
delaying hearings, ii. 77* Ordered the parties to (hew the 
mafters any errors, ii. 77» Stupt the coiirfeof injun^ions 
upon exceptions to an anfwer filed, ii. 79- Retrenched 
the fuperfetation of interlocutory orders, ii. 80*. Difficult 
about rehearings, ibid. His method of controuling the 
regider's office, ii. 81. Why he did not publi(h a book of 
rules and orders at his entrance upon the chancel lorfhip, 
ii. 82. Conferved the rights of officers in all his regulations, 
ij. 83. Left reformation of offices to the parliament, and 
why, ii. 84. Had no vanity, but kept ctofe to truth, witb 
^il poffible caution, ibid. Altered nothing but what he 
knew experimentally, ii. 85. Uneafy about remanets, ii* 
86. His care of the orders of the court, and prefi^rring 
hh reaiuns, ii. 88. His behaviour in Fittoa's caafe, iu 
89. ills be'uaviour under the ill ufage he met with fron 
Jeffries in the houfe qi lords, ii. 9^* ^i^ dtlibemtion 
about the places of the mafters in Chancery, ii* 131* His 
de£gnto Itrave an hiftory, li. 133. Hishiftoiical notes ^^ 
{34. His avciiion lo Lord Sjaderiand, ii. 1S9* Hi| 



ihoughtsMpon Secretary Jenkins quilling to GodolpJiin, 
ii. 148. Hie fenfe o( the concern himlclf had, if Jefliies's 
notion about recufants had fucceeded, ii. 150. Oppored 
it alone, ii. 151. His direflions lo the judges, when he 
ivus fpokc to once before, upuii Ibis atfaii, by the king, ii. 
155. Why not be, but Jeffries, was fpoke to again about 
it, ii, I5ti. His fentimenls] upon the other lords deft;rting 
bini in that aflikir, ii- 157- Hia political aim and rule of 
poweri ii. 15S. Saying of his to the king, about lenity 
and feverity, ii. 159. Exceliency of [his rule of his lord- 
jhip's, ii. l6o. Laboured lo bring the court to aA ac- 
cording to law, iii l63. Good fuccefs ofhislabouis. ibid. 
Difcerntd the underminers at work, ii. 165. He was the 
liiii that lluck firm to King Charles the Second, ibid. Per- 
ceived the king grew weary of fome new counfeUur^, i^ii^. 
His courfe of life, during liis miniHry, ii. l66. Managed 
at the council, and why, iin(69. His attendance at court 
during that lime, iOid. The king never failed to come lo 
liim whenever he ueiit to court, and fenl to his majcftyt 
li. 170. His advice to the king, when he mentioned Sir 
Robert Wright to be a judge, ii. 173. Made no broil at 
court, becaufe his advice was not followed, ii. 175. Hii 
advice in ihe matter of Smith and liailey, ii. 175. De- 
clined meddling with foreign affairs, and why, ii. ISO, 
His opinion (if King Charles'^ judgment i" foreign affairs, 
ii. 181. His anfwer to a great man, about ibe king's 
death, ii. 1S7. His anfwer to Lord Rocheller, about 
putting men into places, ibid. His prudent advice about 
the cuftoma, 1ft of James U. rfjecled, ii. I69. Got as 
many of his friends as he could, chofe into the parliament, 
and entertained them in his houfe whiljt the parliament fat, 
ii. 191. What fort of men he recommended, ibid, Not 
fiufted to fpeak to the parliament, ii. 192. His ohfervation 
upon the attempt to repeal the penal laws, ii. I99. Put 
B Hop to Ihe fury of Jeffries in the Weft, ii, 200. Taken 
ill, how and when, ii. 201. Difpatched all that belonged 
to his place, notwithftanding bis iliiiefs, ii. 204. Bad 
effefls of his taking the bark, ii. 205. His difconfolat* 
ftale, under James II. ibid. Fancied himfelf out of coun- 
tenance, ibid. Refolution to quit ibe great feal, ibid. 
Had leave u[ the king lo retire into the country with ihs 
ftal, ii. 206. Sent down lo Aftrop, 11.208. Of the fa- 
mily then with his lordfliip at Wrox[on, ibid. His manner 
of living and amuiemenls at Wroston, ii. 209- Difference 
of his behaviour, when he had hopes, and when he had 
hone, ibid. His good humour declined with his ftrcngih, 
(^ 2\'l. His method of r>;tlling his bft yill, ii. 213.' 
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t)eclined quickly upon leaving off Aftrop water, ii. 2 14* 
Vifitation fervice and fatrament minifterfed to him in his 
ficknefs, ii. :^]5. Uneafy upon being left alone, ii. 2l6* 
His death, ibid. How he difpofed his penny poft letters, 
ii. 217« Eager after the ftudy of records, and why, ii. 218. 
His rainiftry lefs difficult, and more mortifying under King 
James than King Charles, and why, ii. 222. Why he 
would not throw up the feals, without his matter's leave, 
ibid. His lad piece of advice to the king, about the Prince 
of Orange, ii. 225. Not qualified for the latter times that 
fell to his ^are, ii. 231. Got to be made a baron, why, 
}i. 232. Why he applied to the duke for it, ii. 252. Why 
he chofe Guilford for his title, ii. 234. Not (landered 
when young, and not covetous, ibid. When firft calum- 
niated by the fadion^ ii. ^36. Advice given him by a 

brother-in-law, to keep a w e, ii. 237- Repulfed a 

treacherous hahdle that was held forth to him, ii. 23S* 
Calumny agaihd him kept under, till James ll**'s reign, 
ii. 239. His refentment of a lye difperfed sibout his riding 
upon a rhinoceros, ii. 240. Denied a writ for a bill of 
exceptions in the rioters cafe, ii. 242. Denied a writ of 
error in the cafe of Armftrong, and why, ii. 244. Of a 
prefent made him by the fix clerks, ii. 246. An early 
virtuofo, ii. 248* Refufed being made fellow of the royal 
fociety, and why, ii. 251. His kindnefs to Mr.' Flamftead, 
ii. 253. Confidercd the (late of the bladders of fi(hcs, ii« 
2^4. His paper approved by the virtuofi, ii. 266. His 
anfwer to Sir Samuel Moreland's ilatick barometer, ii. 265* 
pined with Sir Samuel, ii. 269- His ufe of, and great 
delight in mufick, ii. 271* Compufed fome confort mufick, 
ii. 273. Wrote a philofophical elTay on mufick, and hi» 
notion, ii. 274. His fcheme purfued by the virtuofi, ii. 
^77. Judge of picture and perfpedlive, ii. 278. Ac* 
quainted with Sir Peter Lely, ii. 279* Kind to young 
people, ii. 281. His care of a branch of the Mordaunt 
family, ii. 286. His care of the family of the Trochees, 
ii. 287. His kindnefs to Mr. Gilbert North, ibid. . His 
care of two younger brothers of the Chute family, ii. 288* 
His view in all his benevolences, ii. 289* His kindnefs to 
his youngefl brother, ii. 290. . His bounty to his brother 
Moiintagu, ii. 292. Procured a match for his fitter Anne, 
with Sir Robert Wifeman, ii. 293. Procured a match (ot 
his fitter Elizabeth, with Mr. Foley's fon of Worcefterfhirei 
ibid. His kindnefs to that young gentleman, ii. 29^* 
Note of the family of the North's being fuftained by hii 
lordfhip, ii. ^99* His kindnefs to Mr. Charles Croropton; 
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ii* 300. Redeemed Sir Charles Kemi(h out of the bands 
of an old ufurer, ii. 303. Saved Sir Peter Lely's eilate 
from being an efcheat to the crown, ii, 304. His letter to 
Col. Werden, to beg a fmall eftate of the Duke of York 
for Sir Peter Lely's fon, ii. 305. Endeavoured to prefer ve 
fi livelihood to a poor widow woman, ii. 308. Benevolent 
to the clergy, ii. 310. Never begged any forfeited eftates, 
ii« 314. Way of palling his time in private, ii. 314. 
Jndulgcnt to his fervants, ii. 315. Why he did not marry 
again, ii. 317- Repented his not doing fo, and why, ibid. 
His aconomy after he had the feal» ii. 318. Remarkable 
charadler of a gentleman waiter, ii. 319. His privacy and 
folitudes, ibid. Way of maflering his pafTions, ii. 320. 
His note of a certain tranfadion at court, ii. 322. Queries 
touching devices of his enemies, ii. 323. His reflection 
upon his perfon and ilate, after King Charles Il**'s death, 
ii* S28. Paper concerning King James's proroguing the 
parliament, ii. 335. Heaions for iiiferting the foregoing 
notes, ii. d-l-]. His refolution and profer to refign the 
feals, ii. 342. Summary charader of him. ii. 344. 
J^orM, Lord, his lordfliip's grandfather; fcheme of his to 
catch his grandfon Frank, i. 38. Cuts his grandfon Frank 
off of an annuity of 20/. a year, i. 42* His chara<^er, i. 
. 42. Letter of tiis to Frank, i. 44. 
North, Sir Dudley, his lordfhip's father; his dutifulnefs to 

the old lord, i. 41. 
yorth^ Sir Dudley, his lordfhip's brother; forae account of 
him, and his firft fetting out, i. 52. His arrival fropi 
Turkey, ii. 110. His idolatrous refpe6k for Oate», ii. !!• 
|Iis difcourfes moil agreeable to his lordfhip,. ii. 12. De-^ 
termines to hold fheriff, ii. 18. 
North, Mary, his lordfliip's fifter, her charader, i. 58. 
North, Dr. John, made chaplain to the Duke of Lauderdale, 

ii. 34. His death, ii. 35. 
North, Mr. Robert, account of him, ii. 281. His kindnefs 
to his iifters, ibid» Made clerk to his lordfhip's father, 
ii. 28%. How his family was difcovered, ibid. Made 
chief officer to his lordfhip, when judge of Ely, ibid* Made 
clerk of the confeffibns, ii. 284. His unwillingnefs to go 
to London, ibid. Made feal-bearer to his lordlhip, ii. 285. 
Apology for being fo particular about him, ibid. 
North, Mr. Gilbert, fome account of him, ii. 287. 
North, Roger, great favours he received from his lordfhip, 

ii. 289. 
^otUngham% Earl of, his direction to a ftudent, i. 25. His 
faying of the Commoa Pleas, i. 29. His difeafe^ ii. 4^, 



INDEX. 

His chara£ter as a channel Idr, ii. 74. His flight of the 
opinion of the three chiefs be called to his affidance in the 
Duke of Norfolk's cafe, ii. 93. Shift of his about fettiiig 
the feals to Danby's pardon, ii. 153. 

o 

Orator^ Charader of a good one, and ihe reafon, i. 177* 
Or gait f of the great one at Exeter, i. 230. 
prmondf Duke of, fhort charadter of him, ii. 138. . 



Palmer, Mr. Edward, who, i. 59. Intimate with Sir Francb 
North, ibid. How the acquaintance began, ibid, 

Palmer, Sir Jeofry, converted bis lady from popery, to the 
church of Englandf i. 66. 

Pamphleteers, could find no fubje6l of calumny againft his 
lordfhip, ii. 236. 

Papists, take umbrage at his lordihip's decree in Fitton^s cafe, 
ii. 90. 

Parliament, Little Weftminfler, why it was diflblved, ii. 26» 

Passion, a fymptom of truth, ii. 54. 

Pemberton, Lord Chief J udice; his beginnings bad, and au- 
thority abufed, ii. 122. Mortified an attorney to deaths 
ii. 123. Advifed in a fraudulent conveyance, ii. 124. 
Removed why, and when, ibid, 

Pembroke, Countefs of, fliort account of her and her way of 
life, i. 273. 

Pet, Sir Peter, account of him, i. 47* 

Petitions, of thofe called tumultuous, ii. 25. 

Pickering, Mr. married to Sir John Cuts's aunt; account of 
him, and his erafing a part of a will, i. 106. 

Picts, of the wall called the Pidls, i. 271. 

Pleading, ancient and modern method of it, i. 28. 

Pleas, the Common, why not removed in Sir Orlando Bridg- 
raan's time, i. 185. Of the officers of that court, ibid. 
Of the contention for jurifdidlion between that and the 
King's Bench, i. 188. Ac Etiams fet up there, i. 190, 

Plymouth, of the harbour there, i. 231. 

Pollexfen, Judge, his character, ii. 110. His behaviour in the 
Well, ii. 111. 

Pope, Lady Frances, who, u l60. Married to Sir Francis 
North, ibid. Her illnefs and death, i. 157. Her funeral 
monument, i. 158. 

Port, Towns, far from the fea formerly, and why, i. 232. 
Of that of Seaton Delaval, i. ^66, 
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Porter^ Sir Charles, lord chancellor of IreUnd, account of 

him, ii. 126l. 
Post^ Penny, how the crown eame firll into the revenue of it, 

ii. 98. 
Practice^ Benefit of a lawyer's not entering into pradice too 

foon, i. 48. 
PresbjfterianSy Means whereby his lordfeip might have gained 

them over to his party. 
ProtKonotar^, to be appointed by the chief juflice alone, 

ii. 47. 

R 

Jtadcliff\ Dr. fent for to his lordfhip in his ficknefs^ and hi$ 

behaviour to him, ir. 215. 
RadnoTf Earl of, his charadter, ii. 13.6. 
Readings^ at the inns of court; manner of the entertainments 

at them, i. 141 . The great benefit of thofe exercifes, ibid» 
Rebdlion, of that in Scotland, ii. 31* 
Records, Die the fadion made of them, ii. 220. 
Recoveries, of thofe of infants, i. 198. ^ 

Recusants, Reafons againfl a general pardon Df them, ii. 333* 
Reformation^ of the Ciiglifli way of reforming, ii. 105. 
Register, of eilates, why gentlemen are fo much againft a 

regifler, i. 210. 
Remanets, in the chancellor's paper of caufes, bad efii^ds of 

leaving many of them upon the paper over night, ii. %6. 
Reports, of modern ones, i. 27* 
Revenue, about fettling it under K. James II. ii. 197* 
Right, of that called tenants right in Cumberland, i. 273. 
Rochester^ Earl of, what fort of man he was for preferring, 

ii. 42. His cunning management to make his lordfhip fue 

for the chancellurfhip, ii. 6. His charader, ii. 138* 
Rdsevieli, profecuted by Jtifries, ii. 107* 

S 

Saunders, Lord Chief J uftice, his chara^er, ii. 125. Made 

chief juilice of the King <k>Bench, ii. 128. Taken ill oi 3^ 

numb palfey, ibid. 
Sawyer, Sir Robert, his charadter, ii. 255. Refufed to pafs 

the non obstante* s, and therefore removed^ ii. 256. 
Scotchmen, fent home into their own country to be tried, 

i. 310. 
Scroggs, Sir William, his charader, i. 296* Converted by 

Sir Francis North, i. 9.97* Of his lady and children, i. 297^ 
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Seal^ Great| carried to the king by his lordfhip's executors^ 

ii. 2l6. 
Sequcttrationtf in Chancery, the rife of theiDy ii. 73. 
Serjeants^ Inn Hall, when rebuilt, i. 155* 
SessionSy of a feud iu Cumberland, about the holding them 

between the Mufgraves and Lowthers, i. 274. 
Seymour f Mr. Edward, hi9 charader, ii. 134. 
Shafisbwry^ Earl of, why he was made lord chancellor, i. i6G. 

ohort charader of him as chancellor, ibid. 
ShaWf Sir John, who, i. 88. 

Skortf Dr. his advice in his lordHiip's illnefs^ ii. 204. 
SmarthxDoitf Zacharias, chief clerk to his lord (hip, turned 

away, and why, ii. 315. 
Smithy Aaron, impudent fpeech of his at College^ trialy i. 284. 
Smithf and Baily, juftices, of their quarrel, ii. 179. 
Soamsy Mr. goes with a piece of advice from the Lord Sun- 

deiland to his lordfliip, ii. 175. 
S^UcitoTy General, in what things that office is co«ordinate 

with the attorney, i. 139* 
SpectdutM, what, and his lord(hip*s ufe of them, ii. 32 1. One 
about his refigning the feal, ii. 329* Another entitled 
Magnum, ii. 329* One relating to his fucceflfor, ibid^ 
One of a private ilate, ibid. 
Sprat, Bifhop of Rochefcer, of his recanting his hiilory of the 
Kyeplot, and laying it upon the Lord Keeper North, after 
the revolution, i. 312. 
Stafford, Earl of, his cafe, i. 307* 
State, the, quietly fettled under King James IL ii. 186. 
Stevens, Dr. who, his charadterof Mr. North, i. 11. 
Steward, highy neceifary in the trial of impeachments, ii. f. 
Stutvile, of Dalham, fome account of him, and a caufe he 

had, i. 50. 
Sunderland, Earl of, his behaviour when introduced into the 
cabinet, ii. 139* Puts about a lye, how his lordfhip rodff 
upon a rhinoceros, ii. 240. 
SyderfiUf Mr. who, i. 134. Plis character, i. 135. 



Tayhr^ Sir Simon, oppofed his lordfhip at Lynn, i. l64. 

Signed the return, ibid* Oppofed Mr. Coke there, hue 

perfuaded to give up, i. 176. 
Templet Middle, the benchers of that fociety forced to make 

Mr. Nortl^ one of them, i. 65. 
Tenures, the taking them away, bad for the liberties of the 

people, ii. ]6l. 



INDEX. 

Titfies, the, ilated, when hislord(hip was made attorney gene- 
ral, i. 166. State of them when his lordihip was made 

privy counfellory ii. 36. 
Trade, that it is, like the Tea, univerfal, ii* 13. Of the pro-* 

hi biting trade with any country, ibid, 
Trapans, of fome that were laid to. catch his lordQiip, ii. ^6. 
Treasury, Clerk of, in whofe difpofa) by law, i. 187- Patent 

for that place void in law, i. 188* 
Treby^ Sir George, (hort chara^ler of him, ii. 100. 
Tretort Sir John, his charadber, ii. 113. Falls out with 

JelTrfes, ii. 114. 
Trials at the bar, called the trial of the Lord Chief Juflice 

North, ii. 45* 
Triumvirate^ of the famous one fn King James lid's time> 

ii. 104. 
Trockeef a family taken care of by his lordihip, ii. 287* 
Turner, Sir Edward, loft much of his authority as fpeaker, 

and why, i. 94. Refigned that place, why, ibid. Made 

chief baron of the exchequer, ibid, 
Tyrrely the hiftori^n, acquainted with his lordihip, how^ 

i. 294. 

U 

Verdon, Samuel, who, ii. 109. Taken into cuilody by order 
of the houfe of commons, ibid. His behaviour under the 
arreft, ibid. Sues the ferjeants men for battery, ibid. 
Gafconade of his, ibid. 

Vindication of the miniftry, at the time of the Rye plot, i. 314. 

Virtuosi, approve of a paper wrote by my lord keeper, upon 
fiihes bladders, ii. 266. 

Undertakers, a party in the houfe of commons fo called; fome 
account of them, i. 174. 

Union y the advantage reaped by the countries bordering upon 
England and Scotland, i. 269. 

W 

Waller, Serjeant, fome account of him, i. 23. 

Wax, green, account of that project, i. 204. Failed, and 

why, i, 207. 
Wayleaxts, to a coal mine; fliort account of them, i. ^65* 
Weld, Mr. who, ii. 261. 
Well^ of the burning well in Lancaihire, i. 278. 
Wells, of that city, i. 233. 
Werden^ Sir John, fome account of biro, ii. 251. 



I N D E X. 

Whigf and Tory» of thofe names, ii. 6l« 

Whitmore^ Mr. who, i. 85. Of his fancy not to pay titheS| 
ibid, 

Willis^ Mailer of a fchool at Ifleworth ; account of him and 
his wife, i. 10. 

Wiseman^ Sir Robert, who, ii. 293. 

Witches^ of a couple hanged at Exeter, i. 251. Of one ac- 
quited at Salifbury, i. 233. 

Wizzardy of the trial of one before the Lord Chief JulUce 
North, i. 253. 

Woodsy Bifhop of Litchfield, how forced to repair his palace 
there, i. 230. 

Wright^ Serjeant, made judge, contrary to his lordlhip's ad- 
vice, ii. 173. His charader, ibid. 



Year^boohs^ Ufeofthem, i. 27» 
Yorky of that church and town, i. 262. 
Yorky Duke of, introduced into the cabinet council. 
Youth, Hazards and advantages in the institution of themi 
i. 17. 
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